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71. The Oath of Draupadi —First Part

Invocation to Brahmam

1. The great hail it ever as Om,

It smashes karma and quells evil;

It wipes out embodiment and ushers weal
Nor name nor form is It endowed with

And is beyond the pale of mind and buddhi.
It is of the shape of all things existent;

It is, aye, Wisdom, pure and unalloyed

Whose nature is Bliss absolute.

2. Brahmam, It is called

| contemplate this mala-free Being

That | may be blessed with goodly tapas and yoga,
God's own knowledge and devotion,

The grace of victorious Civa-Sakti

Which does away with darkness,

That this work of sweet Tamil

May live married to immortal fame.
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Invocation to Saraswathi

3. She is throned on lotus white, arrayed in glory;
She holds the "yazh" that is a riot of sweets;

She came to me when | was but an infant

To bless me and rear me in grace

That | may put forth blooms of Tamil poesy

Like wine intoxicating

Like nectar passing sweet.

4. Vedas are her beauteous eyes and they are
Tinct with the collyrium of exegesis;

The moon serene is her forehead;

It is of Thought that her tresses are wrought;
Disputation and Logic are her twin-ears;
Resolution shines as her ear-riigs;

lllumined Knowledge is indeed her nose

And her mouth is multifoliate sastras.

5. Vivid imagination hath formed her honied lips,
The great Kavyas her gemmed breasts;

All arts from Sculpture are her flowery hands.
She dwells on the flowery tongues

Of wondrous bards of Tamil, the mystic masters



Of the hidden excellencies of words,

The rhythmic builders of the lofty rhyme.

6. | seek refuge in Vani; | am sure
Of her gracious gift of articulation
A great tapaswini is she; her name
Will last to the end of the world;
She is Draupadi of jewelled breasts,
The Consort of the Five; to sing her historied glory
In majestic numbers of Tamil
| invoke the Goddess of the Arts.
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l. The Invitation

Hastinapura

7. Behold Hastinapura, the peerless city!

Endless are her rows of streets

With mansions huge as snow-clad hills;

With pearls are bright her alcoves all;

Many are her orchards where beetles hum.

The city is dight with pellucid pools,

Her dames are bright as the heavenly ones.

8. Behold the Brahmin-streets!

13

14



They foster arts and chant Vedas;
Yagnas many they perform

Running well their sastraic schools; T

hey hymn the songs that are mantras true
And argue well in righteous ways;
Tapaswis are these in dharma firm

And yet are they by Kali touched.

9. There abide very many true seers;

Also are there pseudo-saints;

There abide the hallowed ones

With Godly wisdom well-endowed.

Also are there men -- sorcerers all,

With conduct base and hollow pretensions;
These live by practice sharp

And their words are but bitter gall.

10. With hill-like shoulders many are there;
They walk the streets garlanded.

There are men who can wield

Spear and sword, bow and mace;

Both morn and eve they practise

The art of warfare to quell the foes.
Well-versed are these in the science of war

And alone can each a hundred tuskers smite.

11. Arya Maravas a good many are there

Who know well to rule this tough world.

As loving husbands the warriors kiss the honey
From the lips of their moon-faced wives.

Drunk with the honey that lotus supplies



They roam the streets like tuskers in rut.
Now let me sing the streets of princes

Who vie in prowess with great Indra.

12. Swelling music sweet fills the streets
Where the dancing girls throng in great number;
There the bards recite the hoary epics

And every street the painter's art attests.

Hordes of tuskers,mighty and murderous

There do teem amid horses and chariots galore.

Wrestlers many their skill display

And lack not men to watch their art.

13. In manifold gems, the city is rich;
From these are wrought jewels bright.
in scented pastes and flower bouquets,
In lasses lovely with magnetic eyes,

In dust of gold and censers too,

In goods and things by Devas coveted,

In edible fruits delicious sweet,

In gaiety and gleeful game, the city is unsurpassed.

14. The friend of Siva, The God of Wealth
Is great Kubera -- Alakapati.

Behold here all his wealth

In the marts and markets!

Mighty merchants, and great citizens
That pursue several types of crafts
Flourish well, with none to fear

And dwell in joy in this queeniy city.
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4. The Court of Duryodhana

15. Dark it is, and broad, and wide
And doth course, aye, magnificent;
Of access easy the Jumna flows
With its water tasting sweet.

On the banks of this river divine

Is the golden city, a real jewel.
The King of kings here doth reign
With his Serpent-Flag flying aloft.

16. Duryodhana is he called.

The undaunted and unbending.

It is of him the Vedic Seer said

That he can alone equal

The strength of a thousand tuskers;
Such is his valour and strength of arms.
To his kith and kin deemed foes

He is indeed a fierce flame.

17. He, the mighty-shouldered
Rules as his father wills.

Great ones in mantras versed

Are a rich adornment to his court. .
The righteous Arya, Bhishma great,

The reverend Sire of endless fame --,
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The Masters two of Vedas and warfare,

The great adorable men --,

18. Vidura true of righteous ways,
And ministers a good many,

His younger brothers mean and false,
And Sakuni base, are also there.
Karna, the very life of the King

The liberal cloud that rains for ever --,
Honourable, brave and wise, is there,
Though, alas, blind in soul.

5. gifGurgesreir Gurprewo 19 -41

6TevoTEwst] VTS LT (HefledT & emeuu|ib
WTHIGEIEh ClFeVIEh FoHoBI LDTENTL|LD
LoswsTewst] eUTT &G Clumev] STGLomT
uTi HL_HoLIHEH CFemesru| LormIGSH
allewsrent] e0bFresr guiliLiesr GLiTesTm)
Geuewt(® lesTLIpLd GlLPHMer Cesreniid
HeuTewt] VTS ST 1g 76T 6WLDHS 60T
&Thg OCBEHIFL 6T 6TevvTesmieu GaHerf .

Geaumy

‘urelTLeuit (pigujwitSCs - @)HsL
urilens wevall(® HTsTeusnT, [HT6dT
LG Ti raT Gr? -- sTerrg)
DENTEMLOUJLD L& LPGIomi GQumerm Gomr?
HTeTL & allsVaYiewL_ CuiTeT - 9hdbd

HTENET WI(hHFSFHEITET & 6uTSH 6116 LD

19

14



LOTERTL & SlmevaT 6T -- L
wriileib sTardls1p suswrphger Gzp!

‘UTrS BrLigeplsiTer - Lpig L

UTFSSleui wrid@ elwri ugleluwstGn
BTT&H6EIT (Lph6dT (Lpedfl Geumi -- eub g

BT gL & &(HLOGT s GeusTallGlFiil medr;
Garrensy Gloug@evs Hmesr - GIFTa]LD
GLpFFluyp soUlwi Gsmeireued ujib

T L] VT B LOEST == F6w6vT

Caubsiaid pselevear allgldhser Gou.

‘puilrid wpigCeumb Hi -- LI

eorruily wruilysbr GmiFlevd sri

wrullppb SewmelasTentip Cph -- BIG

s gH6sTi suflenFeww wmbSIL Ceur?

STWewLp WTeHL & @HLD - LD6WTIG

OB TemL_weYid GlLresTenGlwri Csrews Ly Cwr?
Grullewip wL_eur @b -- Lflg

CaisEpd GETHSSHeuT ANiGsTens: Cuir?

' ILIGILITDH HVFBIS @HLD -~ Fail
WESTETH6V 6uUilTHSBl6dT L& L MBI E1HLD
renfldssd GHallueVds @HLD -- LIFenF
LTSS HITEHLD eI (PS%I55 ELD
Lyewfll L Sl(pLossf] smib - Lisv
YaIliLgl euswsseflh Glumedlsust efib

ST ENSH WTHOEHTERTIH ST -= Y bHdH

&1 _Feww wmLiugb steflgr Gor?

y{[ep-11.]: ‘aflevepisw_Guirest -- sp(hds’
‘pB6leverT Lilewevh S S6u’}

‘BreVeusnd L1 LIFLDGLITEST s9)ILb == (1

20

21

22

23

15



BTV Wreuenss Ll LIswTdh@ewed W|Lb

Gausvauens allsveusns uib -- 9|bL|

allsmISHEHLD FHTEwfluLd 61T6TeUNEU LD

@HEV6UMSE H1g UM U|LD —- LISV

OB TesflClFu D LIWMBHEHLD Gl Tt HgIMmaus Gz,
LIT6VEUGITIT LOGITEITEUT STLD == bl (G LI

LewTlbBHews eTeTen|antd Lmba(H Cor?

‘Flypallwi sudwii CGumev -- LI

Hlefldsens LigLiLieust, Glummieno6luiesr miib
upeailenear (pigbleusit M -- GlFredlL

ugimisl BHGLTeT, md SHedrewioull Ve,
QeI BB CHT - Q)bS

LOTB6V LOGBTEUTEUT BH6WEVSWLOGH HTiT P
Yyealleners 6laTigClaTesnT LTeT -- Ll

WPWe»SWH H63Gur &g 6 TeisT LTedr.

‘SoLlwi Careireusd wirsd -- (9)euesr
FEET TS 6T MW hsbgl aib,
Qeub i@ H& M wmest -- L&D
GeusTallGFi1 FbBlewsv (LpLpdHalut GIib,
9|oLje] eTer6lr eVTLD - (3)6u6sT

Y WENTHLD FTdFlevflev yewflbgpeu Tmii
BLOLI(HLD GILI(HEHEIF6V 6uLh -~ (B)6v6dT
pevmiglari FewLullesflsy CQUITLbbgI 6yib

‘sThiLg 1t QurmisslH Geusst? -- () eussr
®)eremioullesr susmew g6 M Cw Cevrr?
GLiewL Q&TCVTPSHID? - IHdHd
GHWTHL6V BleVSHBHeui Ol TewTihgGlLIw S,
Alfluyb LieueT®BILS @HLD - sperf]
BTenTL_CleueinT FBiIgHdhLeT G alluisvs @pLD
splillevemer Gilwipld - GETH S I

QREIBISIBSTOTT ()6u6i 6p(HousyIdh Cs.

16

24

25

26

27



y{lwp-u1.]: QFir 1LE WP&HEwigib.}

‘LOEMEVBT (HEWL_UILDEIT 6T == L6V

LTSTAE TR ST, Ugis CoHeaTOsTantith ST,
CBTEHVBITE UTIIE BT f) BT, —- LDV
G Tu|D LSTBlU|D ClBTENTI BSISH ST,
HEVIOTET QHTIDL|S EhLD - GILIHE

sefmienL_5 $bhs(pLD Heaufls @pLD

afleneowiri Cameveuens Wb -- Gl Tevvr(h

GLos b GILITET MG SHBIF, 66T HISBl6T M.

CbES CHe, HEHH CHTV, - AbSS
Flmeueri sgpedluflesr ComepiL Gevr
QeupbBmL Lje0lgCHTed 6T, -- Liev
GaupmissiT o (HH6T @aunmienL_gG CHmev,
uesTedflp ullhemL_g6iT, - ailswsv

L& T(HLD LIDEMEUSET, alle0BIFSTBI &6iT,
Glursitaflm LTEpaFTed! - OSSP

LSS DD FHBTLD H|aleV6UNS B6iT,

‘6J6VBI H(HLI LYTLD == BMILD

B)VaUBIELD LITdHEGBMN FTH euems,

Gamevid LM CIBTeRTTHEGEH -~ Heum
C&HTL1gBlTDOT, HILD &L _1g BleSTDTIT;
GosYIh H6VSFeY| OTTIT == Lisy

Gaubsi 1 LredTLsui allewppbsL Geu
RV HT&H6BTeTTHGH -~ WeudhD

OB TeuGleUTSTMILD 6TETLOSTS FIWMHSSH Geul.

‘LOTEmEVEHST GLITEsTEILD(Lpd FILb - Lo6wsT]
UMEHT D LeweThBeayd ClaTewTihgolLIi S,

CFemeVEH6IT HITMI6UEDT UTLD == LIV

28

29

30

17



Asalrs CsTiflevauens CFibhoHer eumiil

Hile-u]: seoggleenmi}

Frevab GlursTesflswps Gz -- Cgiiaus
WS WIEVT aleWLPEUSIT LIVTG\&TewTTh ST,
Camevpm UL (h&5 afleT - euens

I MIuCHT? sTevvTemstlsL eTmieu CHm? 31

‘BLPVSBEHLD HL_HBIS EIHLD -~ LO6USTId
HOUF(UPLD LDGHL_(LPLD H6MTSH5160 6UTLD;
Blpsv B Lflusy eyl - G1FH
BIDSHSHT LIV LDGl6vewT ewilmIDLIY LD
S1pev BIMLD CosBIMLD -- eflssurestlsy

FT(HLD @) bFTalsvensv Gk h BmLD
&l Hefleuuilmplest -- euessTevwTLD

9} THH 6T eumiL1LIewwt] CFihgbevr eumiil 32

‘sTHEIMEeTF GlFsVeueT 6uTil, - @)emeu

H1yHIWHS SHBS DT LMeuGTTEL,
Curpmlw ewsuilesr Fmiils -- Liev

YreueVi Ol TewTiihal HeUedT FeOLIL|SGH ST
FDHmeusit GUITTWITen6dT -~ Lo6STEvT T
GFidgHemer LIVLIGV LO[heM S U|esTL TLD;
Q,MMeV LHGeVFFLO6IT 6T -~ 6% Tem6L

Ll QL ewL 6T C\BTeNTTHEISH HTiT. 33

‘CseTYewFF FTeuds LTLD -~ ClLIHb
H66HT_GCL6uL_ FlewFuig evflsv

BlISTOIRID L&LpFSF evTLD - euen T

@Bihsl(HLD LIVLISV BTL 1g63T (HLD,
CleustTWI6I&HT6IT &HLOgISH B, -~ HjeredT
Geusailuilsy CLI(HLDL|SLD 61leW6ITU|LD6Y SIBTERTLD,

BeTMILIEL (T (H6T) CETewTih STi; -- Ll

18



BTWHET WS _1q T63T 6T 6L 6NTT b ST

‘(&6 AV ClsTenTiH ST, -- LISVT
Quily wrullyb LUFGC\S T H ST,

LT (h &6 LjL_1q 60T 6UTIILI == LIV

uen&LILI{H STTWID FriobH6eoT 6Tl

Y{[emiy]: ‘Qurmsr starm CFTsv oardldgd ClaTessrL g}

FHm 6uesTLy G1HTeTGL -~ LIV

STUIZSSVTIT; & (HLDLFH6T LISV O MewTii b TiT;
BTHM Sulleveusns -- M

BTSTSH B 6T ClLIT ([HeTLVT O\%TewTihgISh ST,

‘CBUI%SGL LD CEBTaRT(heubSTI, - MM
B BIGSTT LITTLILeTT &5Pems Cs;
G185 & LOI6IT & 6T6UMBEH6T == 63T 63T (D)
Gurgleri g rdferid walipeaym Geu,

W& E&HBM GLILITWLD, -- CFDGILITMH
FTeVeMUSBET, GLITT6M6UFEIT, HLDLISTHI FH6IT -
B GLL 1969 HST CesTT -- Hemeu

srenTLeuT ilflsl @G s Ceur?

BhSSIV H119.6085 @Ld, = BV
BHBHBIV LIVVEGLD, QITHST (pLd,
BhSSSeT Liligeur @piD, -- Ybbs
Bh355Ce Apug ClsTiflsvalens ujib,
BhBHH OTHET (WID, -~ UleiTeniLd
Soesflut enflaeaflsy @)enaiisnars giib
BhHHMBH HewThaHIL Geur? - 1pLpsH

Srewtlullest Fmeyd @& & HLogIdH CHT?’

34

35

36

37

19



Gaumy

6T M6} 6UT M| LIGVLIGV 6T6UT 63 ]

TP WITH B)IBIGHS 6YIHMT6dT,

sueTW] MSH6\HT(H HeL6lVeW| ©BEHF6IT,

surerid efPlewId 9jEhFs G)sLeVT6IT,

GHSTDHEILTSTY GHewLpsym Mlerdlds

Guiby Ul L 1] GleuiSl(HID 6uesTEwTLD

HOTM| LSV HI6TEHemD Glaulbewio

STHOSWhg GleuafliiLiL_sv Gumev. 38

CBErFS GleTGerric GlLTDTewL Cwisyibd

heTeugmed 2 _srertd 6hd @ HLGuml,

LDEHFEIT B}, 6HTEWLD LOM 5 GHTEWLD LDT6BTLD

QUESTEWLD WITELD LOM[bSHEUT TTSHIL

LIEhe»F WTGLomh GlLewTs 6T GLimeyib

urevi Gumreid uflgeill uTesTTiids

C&BTEhF CHISSIM LUTHHS CHTH

I 1g Gt 2 GleuiiFBledT MTevTTov. 39

wrgl Chflenih eTeuaewS WITes|LD

wrgl Gumulley|b LITERTL 6ui euTLPeM6US,
S| CFUIG) 1014 HSH]L_ 6TevwT6vT &

OFiens QwreTmm] wrsTslensl 6LFF
GBI Gumiiuid 2 (K6leuesrd Gl TesTL
SIL L LOTLO6W6&TSH HTeiTFT Clewriig),

‘751 OFiieuld’ 6TeaTFOIFTV60 6 (bHS M6,

6TERTEWT HI6TOTET WTEYLD 2 0TS C5. 40

LOGOTEOTIT LDGITEUTIT WL 1q T6dT ClaFiii g

LT &H5Feflev aubg GILUTHHS
QFTedTEITLD LY, 6uTLOGET] (LpdPemeu FHesT(HILD
CaTmmBI HewT(HLD LFLILlenerTds %6sT(HILD
TSI LIL L G| HeTen|emid 6TedTGm

6T LOTLO6ST MBS (HILD 611 6vdT 63T LD

(p6dTeaTid St CBEhFAM oMl GleusLEVTLD

20



epL_edt LilsdTeniib 6T(DSHS1 Com b g medt. 41

The envy of Duryodhana

19. Despite his great heaps of wealth,

The undisputed suzerainty of sceptre,

His sea of four-fold army fabulous

Like which kings on earth can never boast,
And ethereal joys, all at hand.

Very like those of Lord Indra

He, the son of eyeless Dritarashtra

Bemoans his lot with a burnt heart, Listen;

20. "So long as Pantavas wield their lofty sceptre
And remain lords of the world,

Can my reign be reckoned as reign at all?

Aren't my manliness and glory but empty sounds?
Bull-like Arjuna peerless! In his eyes

And the broad bosom of Bhima glorious and heroic

Is writ large my ignominy.

21. "As the very lord of crowned kings of Bharat
Dharma wrought the yagna, attended by

Sage Narad and other saints. Oh, the ruse

Of the filcher from Yatu's line and the strength
Of his brothers younger have indeed made

Valourless Dharma, the first among Kings.

22. "A thousand crowned monarchs and a myriad
Petty kings came there, and in order placed

Immense tribute, rare and great.
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Can | ever this forget?

Garments pure -- a woven wealth of wonder --,
Auric chains with gems bedight

And endless gold! Oh, these do defy

Weight and measure. Were they but a few

Who gave gifts of abigails and steeds and cars?

23. "Vessels wrought of gold of finest touch,
Diamond diadems dazzling as the sun,
Heaps of rubies, hills of jasper and sapphire,
Pearls galore, gems in gold ornate,

Lustrous novelties of latest designs,

They did pour forth as tribute true.

Could | ever such a sight forget?

24. "Gold of four types, fresh from the mint,
Heaps of coins fourthousand-fold,

Javelins galore, and bows numberless,

Arrows, quivers, swords, spears, staves,

These were a legion, sooth to say --

And drums that resound in a hundred ways:
These they brought, the kings from various parts

And then before him bowed low.

25. "Like grannies old and cold anchorites

He reads psittaceous yarns of yore.

About 'Patience' and 'Predestination' he prattles
And lives sequestered, bereft on valour.

Is it to this wishy-washy Dharma

The kings of earth have conferred lordship?
Oh, his Flag doth sport the 'Drum'
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And lo, the whole world is his!

26. "By the strength of his brothers broad-shouldered
He did rise aloft, a King of kings.

Like a trumpeting mammoth ichorous

As he the completion of yagna, announced

The kings of earth, as it were, on their crowns

Did wear his solemn fiat, for sure,

And began to pour out riches endless

In that assembly, passing good.

27. "How can | ever this stomach? Am | not

Of his sorry boyhood-days aware?

Are pearls a heap of mere refuse

That the littoral lords do dump them so?
Mother-of-pearl, coral, conch, -- white and bright --
And peerless lapis-lazuli, -- all in heaps,

They lavished and lo, stood aside

In deference to this only 'he'.

28. "Kings of hilly regions brought with them

Stags a good many, fresh honey,

And elephants trained in warfare;

Also they brought with them horses and hogs;
Antlers, ivory, chamaras and precious hides variform;

To these they added gold and stood adoring.

29. "Ruddy hides, black ones, beauteous buckskin,
Tigerskin, hides of elephants and goats,
Multicoloured garments woven of wool,

Precious pets of birds and animals,



And sandal and akilwood too

To please Pancali, the golden-hued.

30. "Cardamon, camphor, cinnamon of sweet scent,
Areca of superior type

They brought in beauteous packages;

These they rained and stood with folded arms.
More and more which the earth doth yield,

The kings did bring, by the Pantavas desired.

The noisy porters these unloaded,;

Each of these will in my mind ever last.

31. "Chains and chaplets of gold and pearls,

Or with gems bedecked, they poured;

Sarees in hundred hues, bejewelled, broidered,
Inwoven with pictures bright and threads

Of gold filigreed -- much loved

By the divine damsels --, were by many brought;

Who can ever keep count of this silken riot?

32. "Countless were the anklets and bracelets,
The gemmed cuirasses and diadems.

The horses! How many and varied were they!
Shadow-hued, incarnadine, white,

Like flame ruddy, nimbus-hued, Iris-hued,
Green as the plumage of parakeet;

These were a legion of them

Romping in ornate gaiety.

33. "Than wind faster were these; with their

valiant riders were they gifted by them



Who entered the hall with folded hands;
Wrathful tuskers eager for war

Were by kings gifted; numberless were
The able monarchs barbaric

Who gave away Arabian dromedaries.

34. "From the great island of Java in the South
To famed Cathay in the North,

Men of all nations brought with them

Many great things to victorious Dharma

That his yagna might wax great in glory;

These reckoned Yutistira as the Lord of the World.

35. "A few brought with them goats,

A great many thousands of kine;

With bandies yoked to bullocks

And loaded with a variety of grains

Many came; sweet-canes were in abundance brought;

So too oils odoriferous and perfumes of musk.

36. "Unto the yagna by Brahmins wrought

Many came with pots of ghee;

With varieties of frothy toddy sweet

Many entered to the delight of kings.

Shirts, gold-brocaded shawls, blankets and carpets!

Nor hand, nor eye could these measure.

37. "Cots, palanquins, vehicles -- all wrought of ivory!
Swords with handles of ivory, and works of art
Also in ivory, chairs of ivory

And these again in gold and gems.
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Who could ever keep pace with reckoning?
Is all the wealth of world

To be owned by Dharma only?"

38. Thus on these he mused

And became impoverished and sad;

He, in sooth, was flint-hearted;

He would fear not though the sky should fall.
As a hill that did melt

And perish a liquid stream,

As a sudden eruption caused by

The constant heat beneath the earth.

39. So too, the flame of envy that raged for long
Gnawed at his vitals.

Of manliness, valour, hardihood, honour,
Strength and all, he became oblivious;

Like a woman hapless and helpless,

Like a mere infant, he quaked in dire distress.
Then after a short passage of time

His heart was with evil knit.

40. "Happen whatever may, by hook or by crook,
Whatever the cost, the life of Pantavas

Should be annihilated by dreadful evil"

So he thought, but stood nonplussed.

Asylum base therefore he sought in his wicked uncle
Who was ruse and wile incarnate.

He told him all and him asked sorrowing:

"What shall we do?
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41. Of gold, jewels, gems and pearls

Which were rained in the great yagna

Of Yuthishtira, the King of kings,

Their form and their worth,

Of what did betide him, when these he beheld,
He wanted his base uncle to know truly;

So, the thoughts that did burst his heart

The fool began to pour out again:
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6. Duryodhama copfides to Sakuri 42- 52

42. "Since the universal frame began, oh uncle!

Was there a kshtriya to match Dharma in glory?

Even to famed Manu and his compeers,

Oh uncle! such nobility and majesty were not vouchsafed
You have conned many epics oh uncle!

Have you ever beheid. such conquests

In land and sea? Or ever heard of them

In stories either? Oh uncle! Pray tell me.



43. "Many things in this world may | ignore and forget;

But never can |, their yagna, oh uncle!

Even heaps of wealth variform weren't by me deemed great;
There were many besides that set me on fire.

Pray, hie to eyeless father and to him these convey

That he may turn hostile to them, for sure.

His love for them is without bounds; let him hear

How that yagna hath my very life injured.

44. "Many young damsels of dazzling beauty
Decked with jewels of gold and gems

Were to the Five gifted at the yagna, by kings
Who sealed their gifts with benediction.

To serve well the Five, many gave them lads
And their number is beyond reckoning.

They blow conchs that tore the vault of heaven;

Holy Brahmins chanted mantras and blessed them.

45. "Narada himself and Veda Vyasa,

Many saints whose glory is ineffable

And Maha-rata heroes attended the yagna;

These showered blessings with choice words Vedic.
Disputation -- a war of words, far superior to the regular war
Was held by Brahmins and out leapt

Many a truth sublime! Yuthishtira heard these in rapture

And to their delight rained on them gold.

46. "For feasting the four noble castes
Limitless gold was expended;
It was voiced abroad that within living memory

No sacrifice or feast could match them.
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And guests were honoured with gifts
As became their station in life.
Go, tell that eyeless father; "If your son

Comes not by this wealth, he'll die for sure."

47."Am | not the Lord of the world, being the son

Of the brother elder? Does not the rule declare

That they should serve me even as slaves? To whom
Did they confer the right to preside over the yagna?
Those Pantavas did but rate us mere straw.

Kannan it was, who was honoured first.

How did Kannan become the first

Among countless monarchs? Oh uncle!

Tell me how he is superior to us.

48. "Are the words of the world, me proclaiming
The Lord of them that hail from Chandra's line

True or false? Could they, make a petty king

Who knows the world's ways the first among kings?
In that sacrifice they killed the King of Chedi;

Does tradition allow regicide in a yagna great?
Indra-like and great indeed is their way!

As on these | think and think, my blood boils.

49. "Ruse by ruse must be met, oh uncle:

What were these before my friend Jarasand?

Think how they snapt his life; can | that forget

Tho' men of earth have sure forgot? A wonder it is!
Men bow before them that amass wealth, oh uncle!
Whatever be the means, should a man make money

The world will fall at his feet and lick them clean!
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Oh uncle! the dicta of righteous works are empty sounds.

50. "Bahlika gave a car of gold and over it was hoisted
A golden flag by the King of Chedi.

To Arjuna did the Pantiyan King a cuirass give;

A dazzling necklace was by Magata brought.

Famed Ekalavya -- the terror of foes --,

Came with a pair of golden sandals

Which he himself to the feet of Dharma fastened;

For holy ablution, the King of Avanti

Secured water from holy fords galore.

51. "The holy water was by Veda Vyasa poured;
Holy Brahmins chanted mantric blessings.
Sattaki -- an elephant-cub -- held aloft

The royal parasol white.

Bhima and prince Arjun wafted fans of gold
Nakula and Sahadeva fanned with Chamara.
With the conch by Varuna gifted, Kannan poured

The water of Ganga, to the delight of spectators.

52. "Ha! | gasped for breath! | fell in the hall

In a terrible swoon! You beheld it yourself, oh uncle!
Think of their reviling, their laughter;

That woman too laughed; think of that.

Of what avail are mere words, my uncle?

Tell me how | can their fortune blast.

By deed, good or bad we must divest them

Of their wealth and leave them destitute."
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7. The Ruse of Sakuni

53. Thus Duryodhana. When Sakuni found his heart
Smitten thus, said he: "Ha, this very day

Will | devise your victory; why waste so many words?
Listen to this my goodly ruse, and listen

You must with utmost care; you must build

A courtly court, in form and beauty celestial!

54. "To behold that hall the princes invite

And there to translate our intent, we will

Gingerly engage them in a game of dreadful dice.
In less than an hour will | the heroes worst

And shear them clean of their wealth immense
And make them slaves who shall adore you.

You are well aware of my powerful throw.
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55. "Were we to wage a war, who can its result predict?
The valour of Pantavas is great indeed!

Think not dice to be demeaning,

Is there a fellow to the bow of Partha?

Kings of yore, as you know, have quelled

Their foes with the dice.

56. "To annex land, people and wealth,

Men in this world do wage great wars;

Is it to dam rivers bloody? Or joy at

The sight of heaped flesh lifeless of their kin?
If land, people and wealth could by dice

Be won in minutes, why think of aught else?

This indeed is my policy" said he.

57. To this hearkened Suyodhana who said:
"Nobly spoken! Your words breathe weal."

So saying, with rows of chains of gemmed gold
He did garland Sakuni, and said:

"In all this world there is none like you

To speak unto me such soothing pleasance."
Him he then hugged close to his bosom

And stood swelling with soaring joy.
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8. Sakuni addresses Dhoitarashtra 58 -70-

58. Thus resolved, both did hie to the court
Of Dhritarashtra, the King of kings,
Well-versed in the science of polity

And paid unto him obeisance.

Graceless Sakuni grew articulate;

"Oh, my Liege, listen to the plight of your son!
Wilted he is to just a straw, | say,

And life to him is opprobrious."
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59. "He eats without relish and dresses like a dowd,
He seeks not company with old friends,

And of young dames thinks not at all;

The orbs of his eyes lack lustre,

Pray, listen to the cause of all this,

Oh Lord of rock-like shoulders broad!"

Thus he spake, the evil one.

60. Him the father heard and was grieved
At heart, "Oh my son, art thou sad?

Is there sense in what he says?

Could there be for you discontent?

Are there any that can oppose thee?
Aren't there men to get for thee in a trice

Everything that thy heart desires?

61. "Victuals sweet as nectar, garments which
Indra would covet, monarchs many to obey thee,
Ministers to forfend onslaught of troubles,
Subjects blessed with weal and welfare.

Great renown throughout the globe

And above all, for brothers -- the stable Five;

All these are yours; could sorrow assail thee?"

62. Hearing his father's words, the Prince

Of the ophidian banner

Like cruel fire raged in wrath unbounded
And spoke many words, utterly uncontrolled.
The words of this dullard, his uncle assessed
And intervened to speak thus:

"My Liege, forgive him, his words of rage;

41



They steam from a burning mind."

63. "He did at first bid me relate to you

His heart-searing grievances; it was |

That dragged him forcibly before you.

What he thinks is nothing but good;

Yet he knows not of goodly words and expression.
When heart is seared by raging fire

Could words of mouth convey clarity?

64. "Is he not your own son? He knows naturally
The monarchic code; will a torch

Lit from a light glow the less? Fostering ambition
For wealth immense is indeed the first article

In the codex of monarchs; can aught spell

Greater danger than wealth abounding in alien hands

65. "That day in the yagna, the Pantavas
Disgraced us to their heart's content;

Many railed at your son unchecked and laughed.
Sceptre as of right belongs to the elder line.

As the youngsters waxing glorious clutched at it
Even dames of shining eyes deemed us base

And their laughter was a cachinnation.

66. "Your son is a hero endowed with the might
Of a thousand tuskers, you know.. .

He is the first in the line of Chandra

That is great and lofty in this world.

Like adoring the little worm that glows

While the sun doth blaze unnoticed
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They raised Kannan to the skies --

Even Kannan of bamboo flute.

67. "Arghya-Puja was not offered to your son,
The world wondered at it, as 'that,

They offered to Kannan -- the weakling,

In the hall of the assembled kings;
Sore-grieved the kingly minds sank very low.
They fixed your son, aye, | tell you, ,

For service low- and raillery.

68. "He yearns for the wealth of Pantavas

And aches and craves for global reign;

He but wants your glorious sceptre

To hold sway over the world entire;

The honour of his clan he seeks to safeguard

And blemishless too; good alone he wants:

Do not these your heroic son befit? If it were not so

would not the world at large jeer at him?

69. "Every day Ganga pours into the ocean
Its goodly water limitless;

Does Ganga venerated by seers,

In needless waste indulge?

And there is a silent pool in the forest

Vast in its extent.

None can its water draw, alas!

All covered it is by moss.

70. "Many indeed are in this world

Like that pond beneath the hill
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Proof against the sun's rays and by trees protected,
All festering and utterly useless.

The Aryas to increase wealth multifold

Devise a thousand ways and means;

Old wealth they scatter and throw away,

Are you not of their ways aware?"
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9. The Reply of Dhitarashtra 71 -83

71. Sly Sakuni did spin many a yarn;

To his masquerading words, the King listened.
In mounting wrath he thundered thus:

"Sirrah! A devil art thou born

To consign my son to perdition;

Can a blade of grass a great flood oppose?

Can we, the young princes invincible?
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72. "Can there be enmity betwixt brothers?
Can resentment reign among kith and kin?
Are they not linked to us in love?

He did hatch a thousand plots;

Yet by the grace of Sridhar, their own
Innate goodness and strength so great,
They emerged unscathed

And annexed endless glory.

73. "Right from his infancy this mad fellow
Nurtured great enmity for them

What did he earn but enormous blame?
Did he ever come by an atom of good?

Is their enmity a mere mockery?

Could any ever weaken them?

You spin but rotten yarns and deflect

The very import of ancient works.

74. "Of monarchic laws you come to blabber;

Pray, cite to me a work that says

That a mud pot can a huge hostile mountain contain.
Like the matchless sun in the expanse of the sky

Is their glorious emperorship

Yet deeming me their father, they adore me

And transgress my words, they would not.

75. "As a lion that laughs and spares in grace
The life of a frog that comes hopping

To swallow it, they have forgotten your past evils
And still consider you their friend.

You are not alive to their dreadful loftiness.



What am | to say of your petty mind?
You but blabber hostility.

76. "Will it spell good to antagonize helpful brothers
That are strong beyond compare?

Whom are you trying to fool asseverating

That they in the yagna wronged us?

Inebriate and with bewildered eyes, he toddled
Hither and thither and fell down.

She did laugh, that coral-lipped sister-in-law,

Was her laughter with blemish fraught?

77. "At him that slips and falls down
Even his mother is prone to laugh;
Could brother's laughter in such context
Be tantamount to a sin grievous?

Is it difficult for men, a reason to coin
Who are bent on worry-cultivation?

With words of grief, why jibber and jabber?

Myriads are the jobs on hand, go and perform them.

78. "Even as a child, he began to play

His game of evil against them;

Yet as he is my son dear to me

They assigned him pride of place in the yagna.
Him they greeted with a bag of gold

And told him spend as he liked.

Did they not before monarchs mighty

Make him one pre-eminent?

79. "First-Arghya to Kannan'. That indeed
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Is your gravamen. | ask:

Whom are we to honour -- the guests
Or our own selves?

By ties fraternal are you bound;

So would they not deem us guests.
They but thought Kannan to be

The greatest of the guests present.

80. "They followed Ganga's son that said;
"That honour is due to Kannan alone"

Should you this equate with great sin

How could they be inculpated?

Well, what do you think, Kannan is?

Know that none among the numberless kings
On earth, is worth a tiny speck of dirt

That lies on his hallowed foot.

81. "The Being Original, Narayana,

He that sports an llluminate Slumber

Supine on Wisdom's Bed -- the stupendous snake
Of a thousand hoods lustrous --,

Afloat on the Milky Ocean of pellucidity,

Did deign to manifest in form visible;

He indeed is Kannan whose eyes lily-like

In sooth are the coolth of grace"

Thus they spake, the Seers of Truth.

82. "To annihilate |-ness that is egoism
To know the world to be, one's own self,
To be stablished firm in supernal Silence.

To beyond the past, the present and the future,



To do 'deeds ever poised in neutrality.
To pour goodly grace abundant on all lives,
To own a heart that thaws in pity

Though the flesh, is tortured sore by others:

83. "These beatitudes the wise ones attain
By sustained effort over a thousand years
If some are seen to be with these endowed
Even when lying in their mothers,wombs
This goodly earth will hail them sure

As divinely great and true.

Who can instruct a devil in scriptures?

Who can speak of Kannan to thee?"
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10. The near-omniscient Dhritarashtra,

84. The near-omniscent Dhritarashtra

The victorious spear-handed emperor,

He that was blessed with inner vision,

He unto whom Vidura's wisdom was eyes indeed
Thus reasoned with his fool-son

And persuasively appealed to him

To disabuse him of his uncle's words.

85. The remedy would sure his mortal malady cure
But the wrangling patient would not have it;

Thus is the physician defeated, undone.

Even so, Duryodhana would not see reason

In his father's counsel; to crime was he hell-bent.
He but grew angry at his father's words

That would melt even a flint.

11. suNGuirgesreir & Comy 86 -91
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11. Duryodhana's angry rejoinder 86 - 91

86. He whose banner is with serpent arrayed
Did flare up like the very serpent.

"Could there be a father here on earth

Who would wrong his own son?

To him | am bitter as neem,

But Pantavas are sugary sweet

He extols them despite their wrongs

And condemns me for seeking his good.

87. "The regal laws governing kings do differ
From those that bind the subjects.”

Thus spake Muni Brahaspati. He rates him
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A mere fool and does indulge In sheer nonsense.
About friendship and kinship

He wags his tongue, thinking all the while

| am but a brittle straw

And cannot ever them shatter.

88. "He talks of paradisal joys, pleasures of gastronomy

And venerean delights of nymphs and girls;
'‘Not content to rule with the might of ministers
And army, to covet the great wealth of others
Is sheer folly," is his opinion.

Among monarchs in regal science versed -

There's none to match, aye, our dear father.

89. "Pleasures of women he assigns to me
The rule of globe is theirs, he says.

Rice good and ghee, he says, are my lot,
Pronounced glory is theirs, he says.

Hal! Is there any other in the whole world
Who shows such love to his offspring?
With Pantavas, dear as life, for brothers

And you as father, what can | ever lack?

90. "Of niceties and nuances of words unaware am |,
It is not triumph in logomachy | seek.

Can one from stone extract fibres?

Can any with you reason at all?

Even if you kill me or do whatever pleases you

What my heart avows, I'll not give up.

Endure the ascendancy of the Five. | cannot;

I'll rather perish than praise those milksops.
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91. "l am not here to argue with you;
Pray, but hear this one word of mine;
With nothing of evil to combat,

There is a sure way to triumph.

We can invite them for a game of dice
And make them lose all they have;
Oppose not this, | beseech you;

Let my wish become your own".
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12. Dhitarashtra's reply

92. As these evil words into his ears found way

Dhritarashtra stood confounded.

"Immense is the trouble that comes in thy wake.

Fiends and devils, | have fathered alas!
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'Even if you lion-like fight against them
It will be of grace devoid.' | said.

Could I approve this shameless sly attack?

93. "Will Aryas this do? Will they ever think of this?
Is there in the world a man with soul so dead

As him that covers another's wealth?

If you seek riches vast and glory great

Is this the deed that you should do?

Are you not my son, my strength?

| implore you, renounce this.

94. "Willing brides they become of true heroes only
Dame Earth and Dame Wealth --

If you but war against aliens and win;

You'll wax great in this Bharat

And your renown shall equal Pantavas,

Are you a bandit - born? Are you not

The scion unique of the great lunar race?

95. "An ever-tireless perseverance in one's duty,
Non-coveting even a whit that which is another's
And well protecting them that are dependants --
These in this life, 'Wealth' constitute'.

Thus aver the wise ones ripe. Are you not

Of this aware, my dear?

Is it good to do evil?

96. "They are like your shoulders -- the Princes!
Would you kill them? Are they not my own life?

Think of me, and your thought, abandon.



There are pretty young girls, golden lianas!
Live imparadised in their company;

Let your mind be linked to such-like sweets;
But this | pray, you should forget for ever."
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13. Duryodhana's threat

97. When he heard his father speak thus

The garlanded prince rock-shouldered said:
"Father, | have told you times without number
That | would not argue; yet you heed me not.
Listen to my set purpose; those Pantavas
Would not come unless you invite them;

If you refuse to send word to them

I'll give up my life in your very presence.

98. "They that are of buddhi bereft

Can never con the core of sastras
Though a legion are cited them;

They are like the ladle in a jar of honey.
The sycophantic words of Vidura

You do deem as Gospel-Truth, and he

Is over-fond of the Five and hates us.

99. "When the Lord-paramount is another's puppet

Could dependants ever of salvation dream?
Perdition and not weal, is the lot

Of those that hail from Dhritarashtra's line.
Without amassing temporal wealth and renown
Daily by dint of ceaseless effort

He that thinks he has immense wealth
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And serene slumbereth, is in truth a fool.

100. "Are you not aware of the fate of kings
Conquered and destroyed in a trice by aliens
When they choose to be content with their wealth
Hereditary and huge, deeming it sufficient?
Dismay should be to kings unknown; they should
Add and add and still further add,

Only one blemish a king should avoid, and that is

To feel disgusted in putting down others.

101. "To win indeed is the duty cast by our caste;
Any means will do; nothing is bad.

Who are we to test an act and call it good or bad?
"By all possible means, foes should be vanquished?"
Said the great. Is it alone weaponry that kills?

All are weapons with which foes are wiped out.

102. "These are kith and kin," you said Sir!
In this world men judge not others

By appearance or birth, as friends or foes;
Hostility springs not from extraneity;

Form or size decides not enmity;

By felt suffering is enmity bred

Even amongst men of self-same calling.

103. "The Deity of Earth will swallow clean
Them that do not quell their foes;

The Pantavas grow great, day by day

And we go down in this world;

If you belittle the enmity of sceptred kings
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And live oblivious of them, oh God!
Like dire disease will it grow, and on a sudden

Will kill; know this to be the trutti.

104. "We could wage a war, but you oppose it;
Men in the world will also blame us;

Nor is it easy either to vanquish in the war
The Five, with victory ever garlanded.

Here he is, the avuncular flower of our Punya
Of yore, dear to us as our very life.

Straight in a game of dice, he will, for us

Secure success and Dharma the just loves the dice.

105. "O the crest-jewel of the kings of Bharat!

Can welfare of foes afford you joy?

Will you by your enervating words

Put out the fire my heart nurtures?

Very soon will we laugh at them that laughed at us.
Pantavas are our kin; yet that is no reason

For excessive scruple; let them obey us

And serve and flourish, aye, very well.

106. "Sir, if you invite them for the game of dice
We'll play and win; if you do it not,

| fable not, you know well my nature, I've
Never uttered words of pseudo-valour --,

In your very presence will | my head cut of

And thus die a miserable death;

Do what is meet" said he,

Heart-broken was Dhritarashtra.
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14. giflgrmi_iqreir Fibwglszs6 107-108
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14. Dhtitarashtra consents

107. "Can any in the world baulk Fate?

Wise Vidura predicted long ago and told me
That it would happen so, even so.

He also said that horrendous events

Passing strange would come to pass to wipe out
The race of kings; you have begun to plot

And it is by this, it would happen, said he.
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108. "Fate, Fate, it is nought but Fate, my son!
"What else could | say, oh son, alas! It is
Death that walks abroad, and so are you

With this mean man companied.

No more shall your heart boil and bubble;

I'll invite them as you have willed

Go back to your mansion, | give you leave."
So spake Dhritarashtra tearfully.
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15. The Construction of the exhedra 109- 110

109. After the son and his uncle hied away
The King sent for a team of craftsmen

And bade them build a lofty hall

Very like the one of the Pantavas

"Much money would | spend" said he.
They went delighted to build indeed

A hall of gold at which even Brahma

The Lord enthroned on lotus, would marvel.

110. Like the painting of a supreme artist,
Like the dream of a lofty poet,

With stone and sand and gold,

And gorgeous gems in goodly measure,

Like them that build the lyric with lifting words,

Their wondrous fabric rose, an epic of sheer poesy.

Throughout the land men praising said:

"This is the work of Master-Masons."
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16. Message through Vidura 111-114

111. The King sent for Vidura, his younger brother
And said: "Go with handsome gifts

To Indraprastha where my brother's sons are sovereigns



And tell them thus: "You and your Queen the flowery liana
Are invited by the King of Kauravas;
Hither shall you feast and sport;

So bids you, your goodly sire.

112. "Tell them of the mandapam with gems inlaid
And much praised throughout the land.

After the return from your glorious yagna great
The aging father doth desire to treat

His renowned sons in love, to a reciprocal feast;

Tell them you have come at my bidding.

113. "Also should you tell them midst your talk

Of the evil design of the devilish son.

Who acts impelled by sly Sakuni's words

So speak that they may this divine"

As Vidura heard this he burst out thus:

"Gone, oh, gone is Bharat! Gone is dharma good!
Gone are Vedas! We shall witness horrendous events

Strange this is; can it be warded off?"

114. As Vidura spake thus, sorrowing sore,
With words full-fraught with grief
Dhritarashtra said: "Be gone, brother!

I'll not hereafter think of this again.

Dread destiny hath triumphed over, me;
Can future screen aught from your vision?
It isn't easy to forfend what is fated."

Thus he, and down he fell in a terrible swoon.
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17. Vidura goes on an errand to the Pantavas

115. Vidura took leave of his brother and left;
Crossing hills and dales, forests and rivers

He hied towards the divine country ruled

By the strong-minded Pantavas strong-shouldered.
As he neared the lofty gemmed city of beauty,

The country's wealth and its abundant fecundity
That filled his way, flashed on his mind,

By pity moved he began to muse thus.

116. "This is the land rich in mountains azure--peaked,
Here do flow her goodiy rivers, all ambrosial,

Here are groves and gardens thick with stately trees
And bright with vegetable gold; the yield

Of her fecund fields aye, dry and wet,

Doth the world from its hunger save.

This is the land where men and minstrels alike

Feed on cheese and ghee and honey sweet.

117. "Here do swans and cygnets teem on totus-pond;
Here do beetles buzz, and prattle parakeets;

Here are ears thrilled with melodic notes of sweet koels;
Rich with the scent of garden blooms, here does

Zephyrus waft a gentle breeze on golden belles;
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The sturdy lovers rock-shouldered
The gust welcome and feel gladsome
As the amorous strife at the alcove ends

And love-lit eyes are bright with cheer.

118. This is the land of great dharma where flourish
Many enterprises; this is the land of lasses,
Cherubic and seraphic; here thrive heroism
Wisdom true, tapas, learning and sacrifice,

This is the land void of thievery and knavery;

This is the crest-jewel of the hoary world.

| am indeed a sinner! | extend an aiding hand

In the destruction of Bharat great."
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119. When the heroic Five heard of Vidura's coming
They were glad at heart; with army four-fold

And fitting gifts they went to receive him.

Clanging cymbals and resounding drums greeted him.
At his flower-feet they bent their crowned heads,
Hailed goodly Vidura's flower-feet

Spake sweet auspicious words of welcome,

And repaired with that King to their mansion.

120. The King called on Kunti, verily a goddess
And paid obeisance to her; then came

Draupadi -- the wealth of mighty Drupada --,
With her bashful visage slightly bent,

Her face -- a lovely luculent moon

That rises in the sky crepuscular --,

She pressed at the feet of her sage father-in-law

Him adoring thus and stood a wonder of splendour.



121. On her that stood there, an idol of gold,
The sire showered choice benedictions;
Hearty were his blessings and warm .

That he conversed with kin and friends,
Lion-like heroes, poets and servants

That flocked to him eagerly;

This done, he came round the comely city

In procession, and as the day into night melted
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Vidura convey's the King's invitation

122. He took the Five apart to a golden mandapam
And said: "The rock-shouldered, the far-famed,
The Lord of earth, the most learned,

The King of kings, Lord Dhritarashtra

Blesses you that you may live linked with

Spiritual weal and material welfare.

123. "He has commanded me to impart to you
These tidings; do hearken to me; In auspicious
Hastinapura, a lofty hall of beauty,

A peerless paragon on this earth --
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Hath been by your brothers built.
The King doth invite you in love to behold

Its wondrous beauty so great and rare.

124. "Many days have rolled away, since

We from your yagna returned

Yet to invite you and your bright-eyed queen
To a reciprocal feast, a fitting day

Could not be fixed by the state astrologer.

So the King till now could invite you not.

He that is Janaka--like, the Prince-Philosopher,

Deems this month to be blemishless.

125. "He blesses you, my dear children

And invites you to the feast of delight.
Suyodhana the fool by Sakuni led, is soulless;
Not wanting the occasion to slip, he will

Invite you to a mean game of dreaded dice,
There in that exhedra of wonder great,

This is the evil that lurks in his heart;

| have told you all and warned you betimes."
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20. Dharma's reply

126. Dharma heard the words of Vidura;

His mind was in a swirl and he said;

"As | listened to the building of the hall

That should into a den of dicing turn

My heart was smitten sore with grief

And my mind is even now by doubt assailed.
Of our good he thinks not at all;

That Suyodhana can never be trusted.

127."In base ruses galore, he indulged in the past to ruin us;
The pangs of misery he caused us suffer

Defy description as you know very well

Though they can win, can kings

Foster love for gambling base?

Sore agitated is my mind, alas!

Suggest a way to set it at rest.
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21. Vidura speaks

128. Says Vidura: "The learned hate this as poison;
They would not deem it skill; of its meanness

| have told them all; my brother too had
Condemned it as evil, times without number;

Yet the Prince, as one over-drunk, repeats

Over and over again the self-same word.

129. "Even a stone would relent; a legion are they,
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The ethical reasons by my brother cited.

He would not by them profit, the witless fool!
His mind is rooted firm in gambling base;
Divine the sense of what | have said;

May you follow the path righteous."
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22. The resolution of Dharma

130. Dharma grew resolute and chased

The depression away from his mind;

With a stentorian voice which bore

No trace of anguish, he spake thus:

"Whatever be their ruse and howsoever they act
Breaking rules of hospitality by mind darkened.
We will do that alone which our duty is

And that too in the righteous way only.

131. "Father it is, who has bidden us come

And his brother is come a messenger;

No more will I, over this brood; the ultimate result

| know to be nothing but good

Could we ever forget how bow-handed Rama acted?
Never will we do that which is forbidden

We will but travel on the way of scriptures old.

132. "Will it be dharma to disobey

The mandate of the revered sire?

Forth will we proceed in a couple of days

In our armed strength fourfold

To Hastinapura rich with groves and gardens
Arrange, oh heroic Bhima strong!

All that is for our journey needed."

Thus Dharma who is dharma incarnate.
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23. Bhima's heroic speech

133. Bhima who was shocked addressed
Young Arjun thus: "The uncle and his nephew
Pursue their evil way to shear us all;

Will we delay? We will go, go at once."

Bhima laughed and it rumbled like thunder,
"Even as our King -- our brother --, has said

With army we go; is there aught to restrain us?

134. "It is enmity long-standing; many were the days
| have spent mulling over this.

Till the advent of the appointed hour

Could any destroy an insect even?

The ruse of evil-thinkers sure betrays

A hint of their of impending doom.

Behold my brother! Fix thy dart;

There is abundant prey for thy hungry bow.

135. "We march to wage a war. The son's baseness
And the trickeries of the father!

Before whom do they, these unleash? How long
Could we this endure? No longer, | say,

Will the world suffer a dual reign -- theirs and ours?
Now hath come the deciding hour;

A log cannot endure the flame at both ends."

24. smwysglrer wpiyeajeny 136 -142
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24. Dharma's decision 136-142

136. Even as Bhima spake, Arjun of the long bow,

And the twin bulls, very like Kama and Sama,

Heart-smitten, durst disagree with

140

141

142
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Lotus-eyed Yuthishtira and humbly protested.
When the heart seethes and bubbles

Righteous discipline is at times broke.

137. They are 'love and humility' incarnate,
They slip not a whit from plighted word;

Even they wielded words, rash and harsh.
The good King heard them; a smile lit his face.
"Ha! What this Suyodhana did in the past,
With what horror the present is gravid,

And what the future will sure manifest,

| know clearly. Am | mad that you should speak thus?

138. "The twirling wheel twirls, as twirls
The twirler; not fast nor slow it twirls;

It cannot twirl as it likes; the twirler twirls;
The life of beings on this earth

Is like unto this twirling wheel;

Though events of the world do appear

Like the magic of a sorcerer

139. "They are but the outcome of Fate infallible;
Like a chain -- endless, for ever having sway
Over everything, penetrating without let,

Is this fate; know this for sure.

These are not mere words, but truth itself.

Is our life that blazes a while, dulls and dies,

To be deemed above this Fate?

140. "Life gets embodied and is in time disembodied;



Pain, pleasure and emptiness are the stuff of life;
Come what may, from this triad;

Wisdom bids us to be of cheer.

Would men slacken their dear loved principle
Affrighted by the onslaught of pain?

"The world is ruled by Destiny, sure', the wise know

And these will never from duty swerve.

141. "To the worm that crawls in the mire,
To the kings endowed with wealth of earth,
To the penurious that on alms subsist,

To all lives, so many and variform,

For ever appear, every moment

Their duties that crave performance;
Whatever manifests as duty, they will do;

They will not duty annul, by being undutiful.

142. "Though it spells good for all in general
Yet it benefits more the race of kings

To hail their forbears and them adore

Even as they the Devas worship.

The son must his father's mandate implement;
"Tis in proof of this | cited to you Rama's story,
You are great among the princes of the world;

Would you from this duty deviate?"
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25. The brothers agree to abide by Dharma's words

143. Thus did Dharma to them point out

A good many examples. With folded hands

Him the youngsters thus addressed,;

"Like the lamp lit on the crest of a hill

You are here to lead us aright; we hail

Your victorious feet; never will we your words
Transgress; the ruled should ever abide by the ruler.

O Lord, oh Life of Pantavas!

143
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144. "Was it to ward off our misery, we chose

To oppose your words? Was it not

Love excessive we bear for you that impelled us
The addle-pated --, to speak against you?

O Monarch, you can clean behold

The workings of human minds!

What can be from you hidden?

Pray, pardon us, our harsh words; may you flourish!
We follow your words". Thus they spoke.

26. urewrLeui LwenTworgey 145 -146
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The Pantava's journey

145. Then on the third day, with the youngsters,
Gem-bedecked Panchali -- a lamp of beauty,

Pages innumerable and armies, King Dharma

Who never thinks of harm, with music loud and long,
Left his hallowed city for the town of evil ones.
When one set foot on the road

Pointed out by the long-handed Destiny

Could one ever hope to step out of it?

146. A lion would willingly fall into the gin, devised
By a fox; an elephant would die by an ant;

A worm, would kill the striped tiger;

Those who could foresee would stand bewildered;
Away would a hill float on the stream issuing thence;
Low would become high and high low;

East would turn West; the wearers of sacred thread
Would hail the base, if Fate wills it so.
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147. It was evening and the King's armies rested
In a flowery grove on the way.

Partha took with him the carp-eyed queen

To a lonely grassy mound

And beheld adoringly the sun.

The soft one on his thigh reclined

And lisped words sweet as milk; to her

Partha described the sunny splendour

Sun set Described

148. "Behold the marvels of heaven, oh dear one
Whose lips rain music; every moment it changes;

No two parts are the same; the happy sights variform
Appear anew for ever and ever;

Who on earth, my dear, can create such sights

Even expending countless wealth?

Behold total, all the wonders of ruddy flame

That the ancient seers hailed in gloried verse.

149. "New marvels emerge every moment;

A different dream is born each second;

Delights new and numerous, each moment ushers;
Is it easy for any, these to conceive or describe?

There, each second is revealed a new hue,
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The form delightful to Kali Parasakti!
Here witness the bright truth by seers declared

That She takes birth at each moment.

150. "In the horizon low, Surya-mandala whirls
At a speed beyond reckoning; behold this

My dear, of flowery locks! Kali has garnered

Ten billion lightnings bright, winged with thunder,
Smelted them all and wrought this wheel of fire
And now twirls it in majestic glory.

Aye, bend yourself to behold the twirling

Of two discs into one single form.

151. "Behold it serene, my lightning sweet!

Behind is a moving platter, wrought of lightning

And there is a jasper disc afront.

Is there a greenness like this on earth?

Behold the flashes quick and frequent

Of diamond beams innumerable!

Contract eye-lids these to see; Uma builds poesy grand!
Let us stand, and pray and say:

"Flourish for ever!

152. "Behold, how many are they -- the teeming clouds
Around the beaming sun aflame instantaneously!

Oh, oh how grand are these hues and tints!

How many are their shapes, their blends!

Liquid fires! Streams of molten gold!

Auric isles that burn heatlessly!

My beloved, behold the blue tarns divine!

Behold the variations on the azure theme!



How many are the ruddy ones!

How many Are the green! The black! Dark gigantic demons!

Boats of gold afloat on a lake of blue!

Black peaks with dazzling gold filigreed!

Behold yonder the dark ocean where swim Innumerable leviathans, all golden!
Aha! Whithersoever the eyes may wander

They but behold hills of light,

Wealth of iris hues.

153. "We meditate on the brilliance

Of the red-rayed Deva,;

May He our buddhi brighten (and lead) us!"

With these words of Veda, they blessed

And back to their grove repaired.

As the night melted away and day broke

The princes with their roaring sea of armies

Were on their way, sipping delight at scenic beauty;

Ere the sun grew dim, they reached the dusking city.
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Il. The Dicing

28. Invocation to Vani

154. To comprehend clearly, to so speak that clarity
May inform; to rear many a blissful dream

That will soar in joy in the minds of them

That meditate; to melt inly, while eyes

Rain tears; Are not these your acts of grace?

O Vani of ever-growing light, sweet'as

Nectarean Tamil: Deign to grant me these.

29. urewrLsui eurGeupry 155-161
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29. The Pantavas Welcomed

155. When they heard that Arya-Pantavas had

At the city of Hastinapura arrived.
Innumerable people began to throng
In lanes and streets, roads and groves.

One wondered: Where were they,

159

160

161
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These men and women till this day?

Even wind could not thread through the surging crowds.

156. Brahmins chanted hymns of mantras;
Princes stood in jubilation great;

Mighty tuskers, cars and horses filled each street
With sound; minstrels sang; dancers danced,;

A million musical instruments resounded

That day in the city -- the abode of Lakshmi,

The din and noise filled the joyous sky.

157. When Yuthishtra rode forth in the golden car
Of Bahlika, followed by his brothers, women royal
And army fourfold, in a grand procession,
Carp-eyed women held lamps of gold,

And hallowed Brahmins pots of holy water;

It rained flowers; greeting festoons filled the city;

With a richer beauty the city glowed that day.

158. They entered the city with their retinue;
Unto the eyeless seer seated in the golden court
They hied and obeisance paid;

With his blessings came they to Arya-Bhishma
And fell at his feet in adoration;

On Kripa of famed archery, valiant Drona,

His son and others, then they called

And hailed them all in heartfelt love.

159. The golden-shouldered of great renown
Embraced triumphant Karna, Duryodhana --

The snake-bannered --, his brothers and Sakuni;



They felt delighted; then they hailed
Kantari, the great tapaswini, and in order due

The other women too of the royal house.

160. Kunti and Draupadi young, with the women
That gathered there confabulated;

On old events they lovingly chatted

And then from them parted.

Now came still evening on; the Five, having
Exercised themselves in callisthenics
Performed the evening rites; this done

They partook of toothsome victuals.

161. They joyed in sandal-scented flowery leisure;
Young damsels touched to tune, the Vina,

Airs, vernal airs! These they heard delighted

And their eyelids closed in slumber sweet.

Trouble ever should be quelled when it appears;
Thinking of coming trouble who would in grief wallow?
What indeed marks the Aryas?

Is it not undauntedness?
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The Pantavas arrive at the hall

162. The minstrels sang and they woke up before the dawn;
The strong-shouldered non-pareil prayed to God;

Silken garments they wore and decked themselves

With ornaments and bore regal weaponry

And repaired to the court where shameless Kauravas

Were seated beside their Lord and King.

163. Bhishma too was there; righteous Vitura,
Holy Brahmins, ministers of state,

Alien visitors, monarchs a good many,

Kin of Duryodhana of spoilt mind,

The prey to doom impending --,

And friends great, stood reverentially

There in that vast hall, the durbar great.
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Sakuni tempts Dharma to dice with him

164. In gambling base, there is none his equal
On this earth; Sakuni he is that hath not

In all his life done an act to be reckoned good.
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He sat in the centre in good cheer
And looked like a proud bull.
Notorious gamblers were there;

Vivinjati, Chitrasena, Satyavrada, Purumitra and Caya.

165. Dreadful Strategists, well-versed in chicanery
Were there in that spacious court beauteous;
These revelled in dinsome riot; the young Five,
Mighty and valorous, paid obeisance to the great
Who embraced them, chest glued to chest.

And as Pantavas sat on seats of gold.

166. Said Sakuni: "O righteous scion, here do wait
Indeed for a long time, for your arrival

All these kings who are heroic wrestlers strong;
You raised your family sky-high by victory

In wars won with bows and arrows,

Here shall we wage a war with dice as weapon,;
Come, let us see how valiant you are in this."
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32. Dharma declines

167. Thus Sakuni, to whom Dharma replies: "To a game
Of dice which is ruse deceitful, you invite me;

Is there any glory in this? Or righteousness?

Or valorous renown? Your bosom harbours odium;

You abhor our life of weal, | know for sure;

Gambling will ruin life here and hereafter."
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Sakuni's jibe

168. He laughed aloud; he that hath mastered
Blameworthy dice as a science and an art.
"Why should | indulge in very many words?

| took you for a king and invited you.

As | had from many heard that you alone
Own the earth entire,'l thought

You would not, aye, mind the loss

Of a few trifles in sport and pastime.

169. "How could | know the Lord-Paramount

Of Bharat to be a niggardly miser?

Is there thievery in this? It is diging no doubt.

But are not the players princes and kings?

In the presence of Maha-rata heroes, in open court,
In day-light broad. O thou, crest-jewel of heroes,

Do you think we mean to rob you of your wealth?

170. "Have no fear; come, be quick;

Let us play; much time is already wasted,;

104



The dice and all lie there already for over an hour;
Surely you will win; do you not know
That success indeed is your second nature.

Surely you will win; why think of many things?
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Dharma's Reply

171. As Sakuni who like a sinner that slaughters a cow
That he may sell its hide, spoke thus,

He that dreads the deed by scriptures forbidden

The noble and sublime Dharma -- was sorely grieved.
He said; "Know that the great Muni Devala

And Acita of great learning have declared

In their works on monarchic deportment

That dicing is poisonous, for sure.

172. "They will not seek success in deceitful dicing,
They hold mayic gambling blameworthy;
The triumph annexed fearlessly in the battle-field

Is by them held in esteem great;
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Even if death be the outcome, they will
Unlike barbarians breathe pure words only;
In the land of Bharat of surpassing glory

The Aryas live thus" said the great ones.

173. "Therefore do | this dicing abhor;

Sir! | reign not for the love

Of glory or wealth; behold oh Sakuni!

| wield the sceptre that hoary dharma

May flourish, that truthful treatises of arts and sciences

By study and instruction may thrive deathless.

174. "They that deceive me and my wealth steal
Do not thereby cause me harm;

They that kill the ancient Vedas four, they that
Annihilate the treasure of all arts and sciences,

It is these that bid a warm welcome

To devastating Kali, in this Bharat dear as my life
| beseech and humbly implore you

'Put aside this thought" said he.
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Sakuni's Challenge

175. "Ha, of sastras you speak!" said Sakuni

With eyes sputtering fire of rage.

Will kings of renowned dynasty

Indulge in self-praise, decrying others?
You do have a glib tongue; yet have you

Clean forgot the customs and usages

By our race nurtured; when kings challenge

Can you, | challenge you, that reject?
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177
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176. "The man competent wins; the one ill-versed loses;
In a sword-fight whilst the one that knows

The thrust wins, the other doth perish.

In logistics he that is knowledgeable wins;

The ignoramus is easily vanquished;

Can you call this ruse? Or gambling?

177. "The able one wins; the one incompetent loses;
Talk of good and bad is shameless nonsense;

| have challenged you to a valiant combat

In the presence of these monarchs.

Do you this accept? If you lack the strength

Of mind, you are free to declare that also."
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36. Dharma yields reluctantly
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178. Dharma thought of cruel Fate; he also felt
Chivalric dharma should be upheld.

Alack the day! The great Lord did deem

The pseudo-custom all false,

Projected by the brainless base

To be dharma! From time-immemorial

How many of the otherwise immaculate

Came by misery, thinking thus, oh God!

179. Since a custom was rife in the past
O fools, can you call falsehood truth?
'Past' you say, fools! Can you tell me
What 'past' is, its content and its bournes?
Even yesterday is included in the 'past'!
"Three billion years ago' is also 'past'!
There were innumerable men in the past

That lived on earth, were they all seers?

180. Do you think there were no fools on earth
Before you were born? Since the world began
Many, many, aye, very many billions

Like rain drops from clouds --,

Of people lived; did not baseness and idiocy

Flourish amongst them before your time?

181. Deeming false conduct to be dharma
And the parody of the false to be sastras,
Alas! in our dear land of Bharat

Countless men wedded to righteousness
Became enervated and perished brainless.

The savant of lucidity, the pre-eminent
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Among the knowers of Truth, Dharma the great

Toppled down by Fate besieged.

182. Is not Fate to Mind superior?

Or is there aught greater than Fate

Amongst earthly things? The results

Of our deeds excepting, would not resultant effect
Of other men's deeds affect us, even as

The pit or puddle in a river collects

The wind-driven dust from directions four?
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37. The Dicing begins

183. To the Mayic gambling the good one gave assent;
They threw the dice and Sakuni grew uproarious.
Upright men of rectitude like loving Vidura

Were tongue-tied and stood bewildered.

184. At that hour, the Lord of the Five spake thus;
"Declare the wager, oh Sakuni! Vaunt not aloud!
Against kings endowed with wondrous wealth, you've

Come to play! You are without a stake, | wager."

185. Hearing Dharma, Duryodhana rose up and said:
"Rare wealth have |, and limitless too.
I'll wager, mind you, nine-fold, for sure;

Brag not, oh sir! | say: 'Go on, go on with the game."

186. "One plays; yet another comes with the wager;
Is this fair? Oh, tell me my brother young!"
"This is no deceit; for the uncle to play

His nephew offers wager; what is amiss? | ask"

187. Laughing said the King of Anga: "To pass time
This war of dice is begun; wherefore do you weep?"
Dharma said: "Hearken to me, oh Kings! This is foul play;

You are withesses and will behold the result in the end."

188. A carcanet of bright gems, he did wager;
The gay adversary offered wealth immense.
Before eyes could wink, the uncle bore it away;

Blameless Dharma came with wagers fresh.



189. "Thousand pots filled with gold: Come, let us play!"
The wizard of an uncle swiped them clean.
"A mighty car of gold with its galloping steeds!"

They threw the dice and Sakuni it was that won.

190. Young damsels of comely form, all golden,
With jewels on shoulders, gemmed chains on breasts,
Experts in the lore of love, with visages beaming bright,

In mien and beauty unparalleled!

191. These were a myriad the maids that served the Five;
They threw the dice and Sakuni bore them away.
Again a myriad slaves -- wearers of gold and jewels,

Robed in silk and gold --, these Dharma wagered.

192. The cut-purse won them all in a trice.
The valorous Dharma was undaunted;
"Thousands of tuskers like nimbus dark,

In the field of battle, they would charge like Death!

193. "These | wager" said he. The base one bore them away.

Victorious armies he then wagered and lost;
Well-carved cars, martial riders galore,

These did Dharma wager, only to lose them all.

194. Numberless were they, the earth has not their peers,
Those horses of various hues he bet and lost.
Forty million jars filled with coins of gold, he bet and lost;

Like him that loses his eyes, 'he lost them in a trice.
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195. Bulls and cows he lost, herds and herds of them!
Sheep and goats he lost, and men without number;
Says inglorious Sakuni then: "You haven't lost

Your country, oh Dharma! Wager that, | say.'
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38. Vidura's vigorous protest

196. "Alas, what shall we say of this?
Does this a king become?

is a country to be won as wager
That one may rule it as one's own?

Will this earth, this endure?

202

203

204

120
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Or the sky on high? O ye sinners!
Is not our glorious line pure, that of Chandra's?

Fie on you!" said Vidura fleering.

197. "Pantavas may be patient; but Kannan
That wears the garland of basil, and he

Of Panchal, in mounting wrath

Will wipe us out, root and all.

Unto the Kaurava kings here | say this:
'Remember my words; do not rashly

Court war; you will die to rot in Hell.

198. "Is it for the extinction of the whole race,
Accursed Fate hath placed amidst us

The evil Duryodhana cruel? On the very day
He was born, he howled like a fox.

Hearing that, said the sooth-sayers;

"Behold, a holocaust will be by him caused!"

199. "As the son waxes victorious in gambling
Like one who is drunk in ethereal joy

You sit enthroned with a visage

Beaming in joy, oh fool!

Lured by honey wild, a hunter

Scales a crevice in the mountain;

The slippery stone will trip his feet.

And lo, the chasm there, is but his grave.

200. "You are inebriate with the wine of dice,
You cannot know what will befall;

Is Suyodhana our all? | ask plainly;
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Should we sink and die for a fool?

These Pantavas are affectionate men.

By deception dire, you plot to rid them;

All your learning and instruction, oh brother,

Is gone with the wind, aye, alas!

201. "We have not reared in our house, a son
But a fox, a venomous adder.

That your fame may wax great in the land,
Barter your fox for tigers great.

Away with the owls and the ravens!

May you have peacocks great!

Will you walk in joy in the path of perdition?

Are you bereft of your ears also?

202. "Oh brother, would you at this age
When death awaits you, covet the wealth

Of the sons of your brother? Here they came
Trusting you; they hold you as their Lord.
They will gift their all, away to you

If that indeed is your wish, oh Lord!

Why pursue this evil deed that will

Plunge you deep in the mire of Hell?

203. "In the assembly of the Kaurava Lord
Whilst Drona and Kripa .

And far-famed son of Ganga and poor me,

Sit widowed of honour, crooked

Sakuni Sits cosy and advises on craft of state.
Can you suffer his propinquity?

Exile him to far mountains, oh brother!
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204. "Do not think that happiness will flow
When one has swerved from righteousness.
By the ruse of this senseless Sakuni

You set the righteous against us.

The world will surely defame and disgrace us;
Your reign and life will turn hollow.

Do you, can you, this desire? Bid them

Cease diging. May you flourish" said he.
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Invacation to Parasakti

205. Behoid, the sculptor sculpts; one stone is wrought
A step in a flight of steps; another becomes

An idol of supremely glorious God; Thou art

The Mother of the world! Thine is the will

To make or mar! | take refuge in Thee!

Make me a poet par excellence.

40. Fraaug) auemrsso 206
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Invocation to Saraswati

206. The physicists say that atoms whirl
Ceaselessly; the astronomers aver

That the orbs gyrate for ever and ever;
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If it be but natural for the things

Of globe to work ceaselessly, oh Mother of Arts!
Should not my heart, | pray,

Function ceaselessly, made one with thy Grace?
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Duryodhana's reply to Vidura

207. He of the ophidian banner heard the words
Of Vidura wise, with a burning heart;

Would ever the base listen to the words

Of the great that reveal the true path

Eyes emitting sparks of fire, brows atremble,

Ire raging fierce and buddhi all blunted

The prince did speak thus, even thus:

208. "Ungrateful Vidura, wholly bereft of shame!
To the salt untrue, oh destructive Vidura!
Since the very beginning, you have plotted our downfall;

You have a place in my father's court; is he really sane?

209. "Is it the work of God that your heart is after the Five
Though it is our palace that fills your belly?
With a mind set on destruction, you are on the side

Of the five, through you pretend to be true and neutral.

210. "In a court where kings are present, against our foes
We play, wager and win, in the most proper way;
What fault do you find? To whom are you preaching?

Is it a jemmy we wield? Do you take us for cheats?

211. "There are liars and sycophants in this world.
Are we descended from the line of these?
When you rise to reform them -- the doers of ills --,

Sir, the wise in the world will feel hurt, for sure.

212."In a thousand ways he may please her, the loveless;
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Will she of these think? She'll run away when the time comes,
You need not us oppose; nor need you our might endure;
Go whithersoever you please, where you fancy happiness is."
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Vidura's Reply

213. The Prince who knows not the righteous way,
In the court where kings from north and south,

East and west were present, at Vidura hurled words
More curel than murder; yet was he not a whit upset.
"What matters if | stay or go away?

| essayed my very best to save you,

Even you who are of right conduct unaware;

Oh, wicked Fate hath overtaken me, alas!

214. "Their ears are soft and cannot harsh words endure;
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Their hearts are like flint soaked in venom;

They perish before even Death begins to assail them.
'It is they whose words are like milk and honey

That land you in trouble; seekers of good seek not
Softness in speech.' Has no one told you so, so far?

Verily you've grown like a tree, tall and green.

215."Oh Lord of men that declines to hear the censure
Of those that mean well only! It is not meet

That you should have in your court as ministers
Brahmins as well as monarchs mighty!

Gold-cinctured and ankleted bawds, panders base,
Outcasts mean, mis-shapen knaves and mad men:

These oh Prince, should your cabinet constitute.

216. "What matters if | stay or go away?

Did | truly address my words to you?

Unto the kings that fill this court, the Brahmins

And my brainless brother, | spoke clearly.

Does it end to-day? | know what future holds in store.
Know that the great Bhishma knows it too;

He turned into a yogi and vanquished

All his inner desire; why is he also tongue-tied?

217. "Though | am aware of what Fate has ordained,

Fond as | am and prompted by a mind blameless,

O Son, | tried by words to wean you away from your evil way.
Well, my words are of no avalil,

You may your mind's way pursue" said Vidura.

Then he sat down silent and crest-fallen,

Kali was glad that he would on earth be stablished



131

And devas roared in joy as Bharat-War came near.
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Dicing continues

218. The dice they rolled, the game they commenced;
Sly Sakuni still further speaks to say;
"Whatever you have lost, you can retrieve;

Despair not Dharma but redouble your effort."

219. Like the priest that sells away the very icon of deity,
Like the ostiary wagering and losing the house,
Dharma -- the master of a thousand moral laws

Staked his country and lost it. Fie on him, the doer of ill.

220. They think not their subjects to be men like themselves;
The Kings but deem them so many herds of sheep.
Though they cite to others many codes and books true,

Them they follow not, and their reign lacks propriety.

221. Without taking sides, without stabbing justice,

Without thieving, without plunging others in misery,

The sceptre should be wielded; but it is nowhere so in this world.

Fruitless words ... on we proceed with our narration.
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Sakura speaks

222. "You have lost all your wealth, oh Dharma!
You have also lost your country and subjects;
That Dharma is the Lord of fecund earth

Is but henceforth a story old!

Listen to what | say; If you can still

Offer a wager and proceed with the game
There is every scope for your success, by which

You can retrieve all you have lost."

223. "Having lost all, what will you

And your brothers do, for a living?
Through this wild game of dice

We mean not to make you mendicants.
Able and competent are your brothers

Fit to be wagered in dice;

Let not my words sadden you; wager them

And win back all you have lost."

224. Karna laughed; those in the assembly wept;
The dark-hearted, he that delights in thievery,
The King of the Serpent-Flag, in soaring joy said;

"We stake all the country...

225. "If Dharma stakes his brothers and wins
We give back all, the uncle hath won,;

Proceed on trust, oh Dharma!
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You have lost your country; will she not,

The arrow-eyed Consort of you Five --,

226. "Jeer at you? Will that neatherd speak to you?
We'll solve your worries; go on with the game,"
Though so much has happened, the youngsters
Opened not their lips; they were sad at heart

And their heads hung drooping,

227. Bhima sighed like the dread adder in a cave,
Handsome Arjun with his lustre gone, stood pallid,
Dear Nakula, alas, became unconscious; the last one

Stood muted, though, he was an all-knowing seer.

228. Ganga's son trembled: his heart was on fire;
The breath of kings was a smoke of wrath;
Sad Vidura was sore, in life and limb

Witnessing the carnage of lions by dogs.
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Sahadeva staked and lost

229. "His heart for ever is with Brahman oned,
He knows this world to be a mere game

He sinless joys in the pleasures of the world,
He is Sahadeva, the peerless seer."

Him did Dharma offer as wager.

The dice was thrown; evil Sakuni won.
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Nakula lost

230. He also staked Nakula and lost him;
Then like a feeble light at dead of night
A thought streamed into his buddhi:
"Alas, what meanness vile is this?"

Yet ere that thought could wax great
Said Sakuni: "Sir, you wagered and lost

Them that are not your mother's sons.

Sakuni Speaks

231. "Mighty Bhima and Partha are sons

Of Kunti, like you; than you are they

More glorious; therefore are you afraid

To stake them." When worthless Sakuni
Taunted righteous Dharma thus, he grew wroth
On a sudden and said: "Sirrah!"
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Dharma wagers Partha

232. "Though we have our country gambled away
Our unity is for ever the same;

In thought and life, the Five are but one.

"These brothers will divide," -- so goes

Your evil thought. Among lion-like heroes
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He is without a peer in archery;
Such is his greatness that all the seven worlds

Cannot make up the sum of his worth.

233. "He is the bosom friend of Kannan; is more dear
To us than our eyes; with valour, strength and lustre
He beams an ethereal lotus; a legion are

His sterling qualities; this famed Vijaya | stake!
Come, throw your dice of dire falsehood."

Thus spake the King gasping,

And loses him

234. That uncle who is total wrought of Maya
Grew glad and grabbed the grisly dice;

He announced a number and threw the dice;
The very number came and he won.

Base lead is shown as gold to the gullible

And there are confounding kings on earth.

235. Loud-vaunting and in joy trumpeting
Spake Sakuni; "We have won Partha
Triumphant in all the eight directions!

Now | bid you stake Bhima!

"Dharma grew oblivious of dharma; in his heart
Ran a river of raging ire tempestuous;

The shores of this river were to him invisible.

The righteous Dharma spake thus:

48. afwewer @)wsHz60 236-237
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Bhima is staked

236. "He is the Lord of the Five, the strong root
Of our life and reign; the one of might

That can even smite and shatter an opposing god,
The famed hero whose strength is not to be
Matched by a thousand tuskers; even him | stake!
Oh, win and bear him away in your game,

All foul and false" roared he in wrath.

and lost by Dharma

237. Like ghouls, dogs, foxes, crows, jackals

And vultures jumping with joy at the fall

Of an elephant in the field of battle

236

237
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The evil ones jumped and danced and roared
In infernal glee unbounded
When noble Bhima was diced away,
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Dharma loses himself

238. The kings were of themselves oblivious
And were very like crazed thugs.

Sakuni, small-minded, smiling said:

"Come on, out with your further wager."

He was truly oblivious of himself

And so he staked himself in the game.
What else but the same old story!

Sly Sakuni diabolic won as before.
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Duryodhana crows gleefully

239. Suyodhana rose in wrath and to kings
There present he said: "Perished are

The Pantavas and their light is total out;

Lo, the whole world from now on, is ours;

All their countless wealth is ours;

Oh kings, do on us shower benedictions;

O my young brother, drum this everywhere."
When Sakuni heard him speak thus
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Sakuni speaks

240. He said: "Can you speak thus? Is it not like

Driving a heated rod into a gaping wound?

More dear than eyes are they, by your father deemed.

Who indeed are they? Are they not your brothers?
Was not the game of dice begun in fun only?

Is it fair that you should shame them thus?

Sly Sakuni speaks again

241. "We will still play for further stakes;
They may still gain victory;

They have every chance to regain with grace
Their gold and people and country too.

She is like dazzling nectar, the wife of these;
If only she be offered as Wager

Her luck can win back all that is by these lost."

242. When thus the uncle spake, a new thrill

241

242
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Swept Suyodhana, 'Well, very well" he mused.
A cur that mentally feasts on a pot of honey
Would stick out its tongue and lap in joy

Airy nothing; even so was silent Suyodhana.

All the world's dharma came to an end.
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IV. The disrobing of Draupati

243. In that assembly of sinners, the fruit
Of tapas wrought by the men of Panchal,
She that is dearer than life; the breathing nectar bejewelled,

The picture of perfection, the lustre of grace,



The very life of sublime Fancy, the angelic seraph,

The earthly wealth, opulence rare, hard to find.

Draupati staked

244. The flowery liana divine that walks on earth
In charming gait, a light-nymph of lightning,

One who breathes incense rare,

A moving dream and a love, a shape

Of beauteous excellence, a wealth of delight,
Aye, in that assembly of the wicked,

Dharma the just thought fit to wager.

245. Like them that place the yagna-offering
Before a mongrel to munch away,

Like them that build a mansion of gold

And gladly tenant it to ghouls and ghosts,
Like decking an owl with jewels of gold

The gold obtained by vending slaves --,

The noble lady he staked that the base might

Claim her; ha! Is there none to question this?

and lost

246. Would any murder a precious child
To come by leather for a pair of slippers?
Is Panchali, the flower of tapas true

A mere stake in a game of dice?

When the stake was agreed upon

The evil uncle snatched the dice

And bade them roll to make out 'two';
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The false dice rolled and made 'two'.
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The Kauravas rejoice

247. They jumped and danced, the evil gang
That directions eight felt the pang;

They bumped and romped and rattled
Keeping time so fiendishly.

"Dharma deserves this" they cried

And loud roared "Woe! Woe!"

Cachinnating they cried: "Oh Duryodhana

Hold us fast in tight embrace."
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248. "Lift aloft the uncle" they shouted and on him
Threw they, good many garlands.

"Oh, it is nothing -- the winning of wealth immense
And the lands so many and so various --;

He hath won this lovely woman, the treasure of love
"This uncle surely is a god';

"Long live Duryodhana" they cried, vaunting loud.
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Duryodhana wild with joy

249. His uncle he hugged close and then Duryodhana
Spake thus: "Oh uncle dear as life

You have rid me of my misery,

Chased from me the bane of shame,

She that laughed at me that day

Is made my slave to-day by thee

I'll never this forget, dear mine uncle!

How can | ever repay you?

thanks his Uncle

250. "My longing you fulfilled, dear mine uncle
And my life too you have saved.

We 'll adore you, oh uncle dear as life

And honour you with feast and festivity.

The ancient strife is ended now

And sure we'll for ever thrive.

Words fail me, uncle sweet as life!

It is bliss you have to us gifted."

251. Such and such like were the words of Duryodhana.

He did hop and jump as he pleased;

He was wild and beside himself when he jumped.
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It looked as though a hill did jump;
Confusion reigned in the court;
They behaved uncontrolled; nor sense
Nor decorum marked their actions that day.
Is it easy for me to tell their doings in verse?
55. glEreruglenwg FHfGWTSaTer HTHIEHEG Y DLYSSI
ard QFrvellwguny LES5B)V 2 _@TLTeT 9ST0d GLLiLin 252

Goum

S fl6euisF FhSlwipd GumiiuTs,
UL SHeumiEeT GLIWTGISHL (B LOETERTTS,
UTeTH5IS5 Coheum suullHmIGev Hriimu,

Gurer wesfleui pewmOHL_(Hd HTLOWBIS,

Geugid GlummefleTy) CleuHmienrGuw wralaiL,
Brs Gemevbgl bHewwullsrpli urprs,

&G (He GClIeVVTBI SeWTUlpdhHF Fldhd T (Lps 6D
SYBSTSH UTPGT rearGaumpid LggimCe,
BTST(LPSHTTT BTEUHL &, BTLOSL &L LD 6\HL,
euTeT(Lp&lemevlt GLITSTMG\S T (I UEITERTS B (HLOTEY|LD
SPsIuNOBUT LHDTHGCS 9y phssul Gevigall
CFMlgsmBnH FIip@ C1FLMGIEITH &TETT S 6hH
FCspall Hereuserid ClFbeno@uUTUiId: &TrenL_u,
wr@seust GuIrsid wHwds wrelalr, -

suTemev, 2 _LrG8seail, wrasreafl, afmiewL_wrs,

eLpsVLDT FhF), e cpallemevGeusv swasGuwnHmTeT,
LTeD W 6% TEDeVdEHLD DD TLOTEMUI &T6vTT 6 T6IT,
Cuenwd ClsTemevemwits LilewwTd: @ emeausnulds & et (heuLlILITeT,
Amisg g Cevmld AfLiLimey 2 s liLimer.

Anisss] CevnlF A 6semeuw B &irdbd)(heumer
Gpreym GlETemevU|Ld HIeuGleVTERTTL LT6w L 5 @EmHLD
FT6)6h FeOlLIL|6ILDEITS HTEITLIGV &6WT(LPEWL_LITEIT,

sLTOeumew CumIs! &HBIMSHEHIdb &TeVTTT



QLTI LswflCFIw @)eVnIE ey Tesw],
LOBIGETLD ClFeV6ULD QUSTTUTLPBIT6T BN T &S]

SIBISH LMl HLCIWIETF Gn(LPLD LIVS TS ST,

9} &H&BHBHT STTEUTST, Lfl6) BleweVUITeUTSIT,
Gumd @ eaur Cleuiigb Lglemio GlUIeVTH &TeTTeoTsT,
wrPlwrmlilereyd wrBlwrpliiieTay b

wrPlwr YIOGUTLD eupdEGLo STeTTeauTer,
YSIUTTFSHF) - H6ueTOHEHFLD EUETEMLOWDEF,
Corals sFliall (s @MueaTTh 6% uieuddler
5565 @ meruir,

56. sfIGwrgearsir allgirener Corés o enriiLg 252

epL_L1 Lswsvem oull Gesredr,

95585 @) HepewL_wreT, 9 flwifler GeunrGevrmedt,
SIMNCWT H6aTeId FMi%6lEaTCar HTevTd (oLl

Y NGwrsT allgir ereugnlds &swrolFiieurs:
‘CFsveumit, allgirmh HAbsld HmrGsHeir?

alleVeur emIHe0leoTTsiT, Lolha 6TLfleVIML_wiTeiT,
pedT@er LITehFTeVT (Lplg CeubGHedT el L6,
B)TCRTHTLD FBl6L 6T(Hdd QllewEVLOS6ITLIT6V
ClFeTm allenerblauseVTEh ClFsianIGeaT ST G5!,
“oedT)) 63flewL_w|6iTaTT 63T [Bl63T 6WLDSGI6BT6IT [Bl63T 61T 6w 6V 65T
BlITENET HeWLPHBIMT6IT [b6iTLoenevTuilsD e76us)Id:Cs%”

6TEITEUT 2_6W T b eUMET ()b 6)d TewTT6UT I’ 6T6OTM T6T.

57. aflgresr QFreveugy 252

NG H6TeT@)F HHOFTMHHET I MIL_6)LD,
QuAGuirest aflgreir GLIMgIehH FernmiClsTevvT(h),
‘epL & Cer, QTPNEWTETT uTi&emsullenerrd

Ca®euryplwmii, LipswiouilesrTn GlFTsvedlaill L mi.

152



Yeirefld FAmorer LedlewwiGumiits Limiisug Gumrs,
Ulsitemers seauemer GlLpbLTDeNL GLomgIsevGLITs,
MU FTHIST ILPEHEV eUATT ST TILI.

Cplleug Saugslewuwid &i@Gemeouwis GUasleTmTil;
BlSTENIEWL_L BTEWLOSHH HF6lwevTEh GlFTeLSIEM6dT.
sTeiTen LW GlFTev@eaum eTeurGILITHLBHILD F)sVswevwir !
LTeRTL euTSTID Brewerts ULfluilHeners &idhdl(Heur,
wrent®H SewrGey, weGer, sl LiLmiip.

sererifley BT(HbH SMIHTENLD 6T6TSevTL_T?
(pesTeTLom(h CeueTedr (iyhbHewd G 1qewevGuim?
BVGEVTT HLOGIGTOTLD eWBUIF ClFWwIsLC)FIIS TedT
GCluTsvevTd Goueursit, Ljpemeu1@LITeL OTUIHSL L TedT.
CBEHFEH FL YT HH60 GhTenLoeTerrd GClamevr_TGuir?
wehFGer, 9 FClFTsL (HLSHEH LTieusaTEHT?
&L L rigl suruilsy eTaflGs Flewearsgiall(hid;

Ul L Tigld CBEhFAD LIVBTET HHOTS].

Caupbpre Coisgal®in, alsms sH5SialGW0,
wesresteu@evt, GBTHSTT edTEhFL Cou GlFTEVEYIEH6OIFT6V.
GlFTsved] el GL 6T, LNeTEl6wTT (HaT6L GlFTeLE6V6IT, %6y Teuias meir!
Yevedlwiias L FleTuid Lalldse0dhHl60 eumrmg).

Gurrens Qarent® LilewpdClFuwsvgsst Glaidlsrnyi!
UTTTS ausTOlSTHewi Taillissg absgial (LD,

LITeRTL TSI LITHLD Lienflbgeuiumm Gl&srenTL_6l%e0md
LesTL_6uirdCss mrbgialll®), ellbw wpL_esr,

‘et suGr, wirnissT HOPlwTeno WTV6EFIS

e LP@\Gemest BiGLTrmlisi” eTeTmisnTdgl,
LHMEUSHT S HbBIGET UETHS TGS GlFsvsvallie.

GDDH FHailiTdhE GBNE)semerds GlsmeralGre,

wrur rsuGumri eumd; b PbS B e,

LpLime0 GreTedTmLI L|6udTevst]Wign)|mI o 1] 60T T 60T
ClFTsLelBHemearrs: CHL(H HITGuITSHewT cLpL_6iT,

suevedlly GuimeL ‘'FFH! wewLwim, QO&HsH

sTLIGLITILD 6TIDWLOF FLIGHD @) uisVL|6vT5E%.

153



154

@)IGuITg) 6T GlFTVEM6V 6Tl (HEH OlFalls:6lETaTTi.
wryLm, Gailiursest! FOUTIS %ewTLo T evtTLg 6D
‘UTT e @ CeubBedr LIeTlgSTesT eT6dTdhdn ML
urenTLeuigh CHallsemert uTTGaubsi wermleslGsv
FFEUTL_6W LG G| UM 6T6dT MuiLbLilevTmedT.

9 BICHBSHTLI LITsHeT allewrhgGuriilt LTEhFTedl eumTLpLoenestuiley
Garaid 5105 H11955 &TepIL_Gevr,

‘9bCer GurmM!! oymmISTHILTIL, HTTCUTHMI!
Gleulbewio wjswL_w eaflglumev wSl' 1q resrmi

LOTLO6ST FGHSTCWIT® MWF @S Tiguislev,

widl uilipbg GurGeaflipbgl sioilueors

CoTHYIS LS FSHSITPLD DUSSIPBST.

FTHOI LenTW O TS STCW 2 _HATWAUSSHTIT.
CFTsveLey G BTey Flewlwaisvene; CHTHMIL_L T,
6T6VEVT (HBI I Lg U (5 EHLD FewLIg 6wt Gev,

BIGTENET S eWwLpGIeuT GBLOd S T6dT 6TLDLD T F6dT

TGS 2 _6DIGBIL_ VI, ‘WTTGFTesTerr euriGengui !
GBS FWLSH6TCev CHTVFT LM FHVS S

LTST 6u(HGH6eV LoFGurL_m? wimiLiesluimsy

6TETEMEIT W LPSHHBISTMTII?’ 6TTDTET. 9B MEH6USH)LD
‘LO63TEUT 6T F+ G WITSHEVTEIT MEIT 61T T & 6WH UTlSBTT6V’ 6T6ITMIIL_L_T6dT
. ‘BeVeVgI; b OlFeTm BL HhHHewH CHL(H) eur.

QUV6V F& 63Tl @ LmeTUlLpbs BTWISTSHTLD

6T 6WT (LT BT I 1f] B BHHTIT? FHLoewLoGul

Wpsirewt Bliphg1 1Py 5eI5sTeRarTs CaTHmTyT?

OlFsiTm FewLuilev@)s ClFiig Cgflbglsur,

6TTMeUEHBI Tn 1), B)euesTGLITHS WL NeTEvTIT,

BH6TesTh 631G Halld @D LETHSTETTII,

QUGTEITEBI (& eWeVBG) evTallflser BHiGlFriflw,

2 _6TTdems YFFLD 2 eweV2_Mdd Lt GLiiseunTL_
Ulsiremer@west of DM (hHS 6. Lilesrestbhd GbimLiLImTasesr
LesTeTedT FewLIGFTMI, ‘sursiTCoubCs! oy BISHSL
Guretewryd FmerLenilbgl “‘Cursmei” stermlGL_sdt.

“sTEITEM T (LPH 6V W6USBILPHBLI6ITL| & 63T6W 6T 6T 60T



wesrer @)hsTrT? rPldh HemwdCHTHMm

LlsiresrGremenrs Carmmmym?” stesrtGmmitd CLireneuem s

Wlereurm Camiguwiri allsraleurs $ribLewilSSTi.
subglell_GL 65T 6T6M)I6W TS T6IT. LOTEUTL{WIT[hd LITESSTL 6T &ITLD
CBTHEHCUT QuITETmID HIsueVT (Kbl aill L Ti.

LHMID FeLIGeTCev aubF)(HbS LO6TEIT 6l TeVTLD

WPOHMILD 2 »I@)phHeI cLpBIsHSWTELT 6D (HHSTI.

Chaos arises in the universe

252. And now came the time when dharma declined
And truth untruth became, aye, truly false!

Famed austerities lost their name and became dirt.

A fire seared into the celestial lords;

Dethroned from Silence, the Munis stood bewildered;
Vedas widowed of their import, became empty words,
Nada became distorted and debased

Gandharvas paled; from Siddhas

To dwellers of Space, all became demented;

The Creator was tongue-tied; the Goddess 10

Of Wisdom stood forfeited of buddhi;

Vishnu whose hue is that of the dark nimbus
Slipped from His llluminate Slumber

Into a deep sleep of total inconscience.

She is Beauty; She is Wealth; She is Sri!
The face of this Sri which is roseate sweet
Bitter turned with palpable murk.

The Yoga of Civa Mahadeva grew chaotic;
While it was so, even so,

Bala, Uma Devi, Mahakali, the Puissant One, 20

252
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The Great Force Original, the Holder of the Trident,
Maha-Maya who quells Maya

She that joys in ghouls, murder and carnage,

She that rides the lion and destroys the world by her laughter,
She that rides the lion and guards everything by her laughter,
She who has for Her innumerable hosts

Pain, Slaughter, Evils unspeakable, Death and Ennui

She, the grear Queen, whom Black Death

That rides the he-buffalo, serves

Not commanded but by sheer' divination,

She that is attended by Her Train 30

The Very Gods are revolted

Auspiciousness, Wealth, Immortality,

Godly Renown and glorious Learning --,

She who is Creation and Absorption,

She who becomes and disbecomes,

She who constitutes the marvels

Of embodiment and disembodiment,

She who changes and changes and still ‘further changes
And again changes; She who is the Change itself,

Ati Parasakti, aye, did steel Her heart

And lo, the dazzling face of the sun darkened -- 40

Duryodhana asks Vidura to fetch Draupati to the Court as an abigai

The stupid, the dark-hearted, the un-Aryan Duryodhana
Turned in haste to Vidura and said:

"Go, you Vidura! Why are you lost in thought?

Her brows are like bows; she is full beautiful;

She was once the life of Panchala's monarch,



This day, she is but an abigail won by us in dice;

Go and tell her all; tell her that her brother-in-law

Is in the court and that he is her lord

Who bids her come to his mansion to serve; 50

Go, tell her and bring her here" he said.

When Duryodhana breathed these burning words

Vidura the noble patriarch was incensed

"Oh fool, you know not of the impending doom!

Therefore have you basely uttered words unutterable!

Like a small spotted deer attacking. a tiger,

Like the young of a frog attacking a serpent,

You provoke and foster the wrath of the Five.

You but defame her the goddess of virtues.

It is for your good that | wield my tongue. 60

My words are for you intended, not for others,

Vidura warns Duryodhana

Disgrace them not; the vengeance of Pantavas,
Oh son, will smite you any tomorrow;

You will then lie a corpse on earth.

What valour is there in self-destruction?

Are you not aware of Vena's fate?

All his deeds sore grieved the good,

And wicked Vena died like a worm.

Do you deem it just to utter scalding words?

Oh son, do they not burn and singe the heart?

Only from a spoilt mouth, such words pour out 70

Which get inscribed in the heart of the hearer.
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They'll annul learning, lead one to hell.

These words, oh king, that sear the heart of the distressed.
I've spoken, oh Kauravas, I'll not speak again.

The base on earth can never come by pleasance.

Cupidity moves you to base sins; but remember
Unexampled disasters, worst of calamities, await you.

If you hail the feet of Pantavas and turn over

To them all you had wrenched, and tell them in humility;

"Oh lords, forgive us this grievous sin; 80

Of dire consequences

We have sinned in ignorance"

And let them go to their city great, in peace,

You will be saved; this is the way to forfend wrongs
If you do not this pursue, the Great War of Bharat
Will come. Oh kings, you will perish."

Thus the righteous one.

When Duryodhana, the brainless, heard this

He rumbled in wrath and said: "Fie, fie on you!

You idiot! May you perish! You but curse us always!

None will heed your words at this hour. 90

Duryodhana orders the Charioter to fetch Draupati

Well ... Who is that? Oh Charioteer | bid you go
And return quick; go and tell her thus;

"The King of Bharat commands you."

She, the lady of the Five, should come

With you to this court," Thus Duryodhana;

The charioteer fled to he abode of Panchali;

With a trembling voice surcharged with sorrow



He said: "Hail Mother! Hail Protectress
Of righteousness! Impelled by dire destiny

Yuthishtira played the mayic dice against uncle Sakuni

He conveys the order to her

And lost his country, wealth and brothers too.

Lo, he staked himself and lost himself; Then,

oh Mother, he wagered you; my tongue lacks
Courage to utter it; he that staked you lost you,
Aye, in that assembly of gathered kings.

My King hath bidden me to fetch you there."
Thus when he spoke, straight came her reply:
"Who is he that hath spoken so? Will ever women
Who hail from the hoary line of heroes

Enter a gambling den? By whose behest

Draupati sends hiim back to knew it her lord lost himself first before losing her

Do you dare call me? said she.

To this he said: "l act at the bidding of Duyodhana."
"Well" said she. "Now go and return well-informed.
Did my lord that lost his honour, lose me

To sly Sakuni, before he lost himself,

Or did he lose himself first to lose me next?
Learn this from court and then come to me.!!
Thus she. After he sped away

All alone, sore agitated in mind

With a heart corroded by fear,

And like a child possessed, she sat there.

100
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The charioteer that came to the court said:
"Hail my Liege! | went as bidden;
| bowed before the golden queen,

Beseeched her to come here; but she asks you:

'Did my King lose me after he lost himself?'

| have come back with her question." Thus he.

The noble Pantavas sore distressed

Oped not their lips; other kings in that court 130

Sat speechless like them that are deaf-mutes.
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253. His heart beat fast and Suyodhana

In rising resentment roared;

"Ha! What infantile tales do you here unfold?

Are'nt you aware of my nature? Do you dare

Come here with excuses coined by that black-eyed beauty?
Aye, it is her psittacine warbling sweet

My heart doth long to hear so much.
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Duryodhana is enraged

254. "Any number of questions may be asked,
Any number of words can be spoken,

In this great assembly when she comes in person.
She isn't a caged bird; is she?

Why this shame for the joint wife of the Five?
Before | act enraged, bring her here,

That one of fair and perfumed locks.

and ordets the driver to get her to the Court at once
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255. "When you tell her that the King commands
Who is she to countermand?
I'll chop you to pieces, sirrah!

Go, get her at once" said he.
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The charioteer carried his words
To that bird of Paradise and bowed.
Stricken with grief she said:

"Why call me again and again in vain?"
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256. "When my lord-husband lost himself

He lost the right to stake myself.

When he got enslaved by gambling base

No law on earth can suffer him lose me.

He is enslaved by the dice; but know me to be
A King's daughter, the great ruler Drupata's.
Debased, when he is into thraldom thrown

He cannot have a wife; can he?

Draupati speaks again demanding an answer to her question

257. "In the court of the Kaurava King
Are there not men in dharma Versed?
Would sastras wither and die away
Even before the fall of regal valour?
Famed seers and hierophants

And learned kings did sure witness
The rape of wealth in the name of dice;

Would they also behold the butchery of my honour?
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258. "Men on earth undergo joy and misery alike;
Should kings who should the earth protect

Kill Dharmic reign to revel in joy?

Would Brahmins, great in love and tapas,

Behold this and be delighted?

Go to them once more, repeat my question

And come back clarified, with an answer."

259. When thus spake the Devi of the Five
What could the poor driver do?

"It matters little even if | be killed:;

To call her again | will not come

Unless they give me the answer for her query."
Thus firm resolved he came to the court

And gave them all, his settled report.

260. He told them that the Queen was
In her monthly seclusion;

Yet the sinner would not relent;

He looked at the Pantavas that stood there perplexed;

Not one soul in that assembly had the courage

To oppose him who was hell-bent on his evil course.

261. He looked at the driver again and in ire
Thundered thus: Go to her once again

And tell her what my heart covets;

Bring her here in seven seconds;

Else I will crush you to bitter death."

When the garlanded King spake thus

The charioteer ignored the threat

And addressed the assembly thus:
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262. "Have | ever wronged my wrathful Liege?
Even if | call that lady a hundred times

She would turn me back to question you only;
Give me a word that would reassure her;

| would go that very instant to call her;

| am here to obey the King; but what

Could I do, is the fair one disobeys?
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263. The lord of the ophidian banner heard

What the driver uttered, and said; Duryodhana

"She would not come if the driver calls her; orders his
This fellow too is scared of Bhima brother to bring
And is aye, perplexed for good reasons, her by force
I'll deflate his dread, though later. to the Court

O younger brother, you are now going sure

And returning with that bejewelled lady."
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Note: Even though Bharati calls this 'The Book of Disrobing,' no disrobing takes place

here.

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

V. sugd smas (S1Sfsn Fmeasin)
SIFFTHOTGT FETeTLFeDWF FeOLIGEGHS CFTenTige 264-267
SR reaTLF S @D HIFFTHOTEISH G FoeurgLo 268-271
sewuuiled Flerarugl Bzl GaiL_pspev (268)
af_orerfwer QFTsvsug (269)
#Qrerug Qarsveug (270-272)
afoeir QFmrsveug (273-281)
9|reguester GlFrsvsug) (282-293)
ol TemreT GFrsvsug) (284-287)
&irewreT Liglsy (288-292)
R rerLg sHeenTan b Ge QFiiuyn LNyTisgener (293-302)
afwer QFiig Fug (303-305)
o|reguesrer FLgLD (306)
ureperedl Fugo (307-308)

61. gissrgersr SO reruglenwd FepLdb@Hs ClsTaRTiHD 264-267

BlsuaenT CaHL L GIF FITH6OTET -~ ) 6UT6NTET

@)Femaen s GlodFd 6T(1PHH6TedT. == (3)6u6dT

CFsuall AYlg s Ceurid. - @)eussr

SHwLouiled |eTaRTeNaT ©OlaUsTN6aU6IT, -~ Hevail

sTeueuaT Gaugy|Lb] VT H6I6IT; = &6iTENHLD

mrd Spluyd eilkibyGsursst; -- Lm

GlBHsueUT () USTMHENSIT | EHFTAUTIT; == &6ITEH VTS

Gripgeui GLGlWET GIMTSIBIGaTT; 264

Y] ailGeusiley eurgeausit; - Ljedl



Gumev 2 L 606160 ©O\&TEsTL 61T, —- H6WIT
558 anfluyeh QFmoalemTed — dHeiratlss
Frirfern) CuGeum) FreTmeus; - Sjau
F&5] ouflupp] plestpesit; - fe

Fég) ClpPlo_emr rTHasir; - @)eTLILD
BSS) LODBISET G)eVLPLILIGUSIT; - 6T6h DILD

BeveveuT CoHemTemLo allevd a5 Gesrmedt; 265

9|6vuTemT Gl T (Heuemest weTWGwi -~ Lyail
9 HHWEVTE (& HHeweV WTUIGevTmLd -~ 6T63T68)ILD

STERTENT[H HETSHIeWL_d 01 TEUWTL_616IT; == ) 6UT 63VT 63T

675 CIFTEITRTTEYILD LOMISSIL_T6dT; == ) (HL_

y{[urr Gusid]: ‘wrpsmluyn’}
-- &ailLoewf]

HesTenTLf] Gleuili LITHH6T - 'S bHHdb
STHENSH HETEHEIT HEWLPSHIUT 6T D6Y
QUGITENT &B)IHTHHIL_ 60 G L_L_6vT6dT; = HsV6V

STt MIMILO 6T(LYHLH6EvTEIT. 266

urentLsui Caall wilmbsCHmi - LewflL
WLIBIGSIT LOTeflend FTiihdbesTedr; —- |bIE

HewTL GIWleD &eweVbgGUTil -- BleiTm

Cpflewip LOTH NS &6VTL VT, ~= [6u6IT

ST w6V OlwieusTenst] spgBISlwTT6IT; - ‘9)1g,
GlFsveu GClBBICH Glwest Plew b L Tedr. -- ‘() 6usdr
QYEWTL_6W WHM L{eweVII CleIT6T M) = j6u6iT

9|FF lewT6gFT CrreHalCGu, 267

V. The Oath of Draupati

Duhshasana meets Draupati
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264. Hearing this, up rose Duhshasana applauding
His brother's putrid prurience;

A word about the greatness of this man:

In evil, his elder stands eclipsed by him;

With learning he is not a whit familiar;

Raw meat and toddy are his soul's desire;

They that are his enemies dread him

And his own men shun him as a ghoul.

265. Sense of discrimination he has none;

He has the bodily strength of a tiger;

As pride for ever overflows in him

He is ever tipsy, though he has imbibed nothing.
His way is the devil's; he treads not

The goodly path, seeks pleasure, sins

And shuns the company of the good, for good.

266. He knows no superior save his elder brother;
He deems himself the lord of all earth;

The words of his elder brother, whatever they be
Are a great law unto him.

This sinner is a total stranger to grace;

When he heard his brother bid him get her

He growled his 'yes' and rose up in joy.

267. He reached the gemmed palace where abode
The Consort of the Pantavas:

He beheld there the bejewelled lady

That looked undone by utter sorrow.

Because of her catamenia she retreated.

"Oh wench, whither can you escape?" he roared.
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She found him out to be an unmanly wretch

And so him she faced fearlessly.
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Draupati faces Duhshasana

268. "The Pantavas are the earthly gods,
| am their consort, daughter of Drupata,
None could be of this oblivious, boy!

More so in my presence, till this day.
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Forfeited of buddhi, you blabber uncontrolled.
Boy, say here what you have to say

And begone at once said the auric liana.

Dushasana orders her to go with him to his brother's Court

269. "You aren't the Queen of Pantavas! Nor are you
Now the daughter of famed Panchala!

My brother is the King of kings that rule the earth
And you are but his slave-girl!

Dharmendra staked you and lost you

In the game' of dice that he played against

Our dear Sakuni in that open court wide.

270. "Staked and lost, you are now a slave,
Your lord is now my brother Suyodhana;
He bade me bring you to the court

Where kings are in attendance

I've come in haste, his behest to perform;
No more of your protest, come with me.

| would not listen to such words you spoke

To that sissy, the charioteer."

Draupati appeals to his good sense

271. When Duhshasana spake thus, Panchali: said:
"Listen to me sire! | am in my monthlies

And so, ill-dressed; it is unfair to summon me

To the golden court of garlanded kings.

Besides, does tradition suffer you win

A brother's wife as wager in dice,



Denude her of support and indulge in outrage?

Tell your brother of my plight, go" said she.

But he seizes her by her hair and drags her off
"Ha, ha, ha!" he snorted, the stupid idiot!
Nearing Panchali he seized her by her hair
And dragged her off in violent haste.

"Woe is me" she shrieked and swooned;

The knave dragged her by her long dark hair
And lo, she was more dead than alive.

All the way long stood people thronging

They beheld the injustice but did nothing;
Their meanness beggared all description.

O these curs! Without crushing the beast of a prince

To death and conveying the gold back to the adytum,
Like logs they stood and merely wailed.

Of what avail is all their wailing and mewling?

As that rare beauty, the yagna-born daughter

Was dragged by the hair in utter disgrace

To the court of the evil kings, the Hall of Injustice,

She burst into an inconsolable lament loud.

63. Femuuflev FRrerug) B3 CsLpsev 271

allbBlw s mer: - ‘alFCwr sewreuCr,

9L DFSCSH 9 (HHSBewwd BT 196wt
Cougd HL_Tdhd psit Geusnriy LoawTEhGlFIIZ),
LTSS T et @)bBHTev LIflFHe0 HmewrFCrm?’
eTeTMT6IT. el wisy|L 6T sTMIBIM6L e ey GLo

173



174

GHTDT wenfldh8s s GHUILiILL_ Gt GhTdhslermi.
SHHLOYILD LHMTHICSH HeweV G 6vflHhI BledTWL L medr.

CuTLilwieusT Lil6TenIh LjsVLDL|eUT6IT: == ‘6uTedTFem LitflsD
Gxerall LvayewL_Cuimi, GsigevT HevedlewFEWITH,
Geusrall sauniser WsLiYfbs Ceudlwiisssir,
CuGsvrM(hdhFlernii. GlouehFearGLet Gl&maralsv@rm?
CauGeum Glrswerwjewi_wr Ceoubg i LilewfliLjewrL_mir.
@)miFlauiGum GHmib @uibLr euifluilsvenev.
wriishwuGs i yesrwoglwmii! esreri FemLigesflGev
sTeaTemedTLl LNy &5 (105 B eTFFdH6T OlFTeVSIMTIlL.
BletTemest GlweuhLd “BlMISHL T eTETLIFGVIT.

61607 QFUIBH6IT?’ 6TTEM ()W T HG (LB T6IT. LITEHITL_6UED T
WerelFur sgliralllwmed GleunbChTd @ CHTdhdlermsir.
wHmeur HTibpssTCLITsL eurulliphg Fi@ermlis
LUPeOMHTCLTEY BIMLSwTL LTS, 6leuml6lsTesnt(®
‘srFlwig STl Qwestd F1FFTHETET jouETS

B BHIDTHET Fn WVTTET. Hiiewrest FlgHL L medr.

F@ et Yaphsrer. FenpuullGermi? ef hmlmnbsmi!
SGsluywi ef_HLogieh GlFTevH T TeiT: ‘w5 wGev,

Draupati demands justice in the Court

She wept bitterly. "Is this my fate, oh husbands?

You married me according to Vedic rites;

Will you suffer me perish in disgrace

Before these evil sinners vile?" said she.

Vijaya and Bhima looked meaningfully

Each at his dauntless shoulders begemmed;

Dharma stood silent with a down-cast head.

She whimpered and lamented again:

"In this assembly great there are men of vast learning
And men of great renown; also are here Brahmins,

Masters of many yagas; there are great ones besides,



Why are they all weak and meek

Unmoved by righteous indignation?

My husbands -- wielders of spears --, are held in bondage;
| cannot blame them. Oh you hare-brained dullard!

In the court of kings you have dragged me

And scandalised me; there is none here

Man enough to bid you stop your misdeeds.

What am | to do, alas?" Loud was her weeping.

Her eyes wrought of red lightning, cast

Fiery sparks of looks on the Pantavas,

They stood wilted and tongue-tied as before.

As they stood like helpless scarecrows

Duhshasana grew crazy and thundered:

"Oh slave-girl you are indeed our slave-girl."

He insulted her; Karna laughed lustily,

Sakuni applauded and those in that couri

Were to their royal seats riveted. The noble Bhishma,

The worthy patriarch, now oped his lips and said;
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Bhisma speaks

"Oh daughter!

Yuthishtira himself staked you and lost you,
You now question the propriety of his act;
Sakuni, the master of dice, oh Queen!

By sleight of hand has worsted your king,

You contend, oh daughter of a king, that the very act
Of wagering you is repugnant to law.

Judged by the ancient laws of Vedic munis

Of a different Yuga, what you contend

May be justice; it is all old and obsolete.

In those days men and women were held equal,
It is no longer so; the present sastras of law
Declare that woman is not equal to man

A man can sell, his wife or gift her away

To strangers; it is a totally beastly practice

That is now rife; present laws permit Dharma

To enslave himself, yet own you as wife,
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And then sell you as a slave; stones will shudder

And beasts will close their eyes when they behold

The acts of them that tread not the righteous path.

It is injustice no doubt, yet as you want the law,

Its procedure and custom to be expounded,

This | say: They are against you, and | am alas
Powerless to check the evil." Thus spake the noble one

And cast his head down. The soft one speaks:
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Draupati's reply

"Nobly have you spoken sir, and greatly too

The points of law. Ravana of yore abducted Sita

By deception and had her incarcerated in a grove;
Then did he assemble his ministers and pundits

Of statecraft and declared to them of his abduction
Of the divine lady, "Good, very good!

Righteous indeed is your action" said those pundits,
Aye, in delight great.

In the government of ghouls, sastras must needs
On carcasses feed; pray tell me if 'twas fair

To have compelled the gullible King to dice? 90

Was it not a scheme -- a plot pre-conceived?

You built the hall but to snatch our realm.

Are you not of women born? Don't you with them live?

Pray, be not blind" said she with arms folded as in adoration.
Like an antelope by arrows pierced, she wept

And trembled; her perfumed tresses

Fell on earth a cascade and she cried bitterly.

Duhshasana witnessed this

178



179

Spake but vile and slanderous words

272. Her dress is in dis-array and she weeps
And trembles in dire distress;

The bull-headed Duhshasana tugs at her tresses
And this wretched sight Bhima beheld

In spiralling wrath soaring high.

Bitten by sharp sorrow, he addressed Dharma
And now to his words. listen:

66. afweir GFreveug 273-281

‘&SI LewesraaflGev -- ) evsrGevor!

G\BTesT(® L6 (HEsT(H.

G&IM uewTw CleTCm -- 9 BICHTT

OB TenTL_&4 GUTauglsvemev. 273

‘T5) BHBleWeuSHBMI? - 6T GewT,
WTeDTLI LIGWTWLDeneudSTiil?
TS GHevallarshend - eTGL

QUTUIHS 611G 6MLPENS. 274

‘LB wrFreveVT B -~ HesTGL
Gurpm elleTsi@slpmeT,
Frif], YaLhlenisHGs -- GleubGumris

FEOOTL_GTLI LIT(EHFT6VEIT. 275

‘Qfsusz'fr SFL_TLD&HEWET, - Qfszs'zfr@mfr,

9plg uilppbgHiall L mil.
soum| GFwigal’ L mil; - 9jerGer,



SH(HLoml GlesreTmalll L mil.

‘BorrsHh QBT Hema; - ofeTGanT
 &HD UL pddme.

ofréBermh LeoL_&8smid; — Qeud@uri
Qeaupluflerr LisnL_5GsTi;

‘Fharauisd GwerCGn - Gevrh
SHETEWLD LIHL_& &(HHEHMLD;
LTS 6B §piTaemTHG8H -~ 6TEVEVTLD

Cursg CaTewsvggiaill L mil.

‘BrewL_6lwsveVrh G1HTeweVGSTII; -- 965 S6mT,
BTBIGSET ClLITMISHB (HHEHTLD.

LB (HID sTewLowIlgewLo -- ClFigmiil,

Guspib GlLITMIG S (HHbEHTLD.

‘BI(HLISET LDSHW6TS - S L g
Sip siLHUlplienL, --
@)musenL_ GwsTmmril, - gGui!

®)euid FgemwelwieTm !

‘@316 uTLIL Flvemsv, - GLoL!
6TMH1p6L Ol TevsT(Hour.

HHIEMT W6USHDILPHBT6EIT == ]| 6V0T T 63T
sw&sewwl 6TflgHS HSeumid.’

Bhima speaks in wrath

273. "In gambling houses, oh brother!
There are, aye, maids to serve;

But no maid thither goes

276
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281
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To get herself wagered.

274. "What made you wager, oh brother
And whom did you wager?
She is a lamp unto womanly race,

A beauty without a peer.

275. "For fame, my God, who can vie
With the warlord Panchalas?
He reigns, indeed supreme

Hailed by the kings of earth.

276. "His daughter bright, oh brother
You staked and lost!
You did wrong, oh brother

And killed Dharma sure!

277. "Nor by thievery, oh brother
Nor by gambling either;
By valour we obtained her,

Aye, by battle fierce.

278. "Ours was the emperorship,
The lofty claim undisputed .
And lo, you've lost it all,

In a bare second, | say.

279. "All the realms you lost, oh brother!
We suffered it patiently;
Again you did enslave us;

Still we bore it willingly

181



280. "The daughter of Drupata,
The sister of Drishtaduymnal
You staked in the game of dice

And sold into slavery, alas!

281. "Endure this we cannot. Oh young brother!
Get me a burning torch;

We'll burn our brother's hand,

The hand that played and lost the light."
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Arjuna admonishes Bhima

282. Vijaya of the strong bow heard these words

Of Bhima to Sahadeva and burst sorth instantaneously;
"Bhima, are these your heart-approved words?

what did you say, and where, and in whose presence?
"Losing the daughter of honoured Drupata

In the game of dice is a grievous fault" you said.

As the fire of ire hath smoked your reasoning

You have defamed the Lord of triple worlds.

283. "Dharma is oft by deceit eclipsed

But it emerges triumphant in the end;

This secret of nature, the world will have

To learn from us; hence this game of Fate;

Well, let us continue to act and act our part;

Bound are we this day; let us wait; times will change.
Then shall we witness the triumph of Dharma.

A bow there is: Gandiv is its name' roared he.
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Vikarna speaks in support of Draupati's stand

284. Mighty Bhima bowed repentant before his brother elder;
Then rose Vikarna and addressed the assembly:

"Il not accept the answer of grand-pa
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To her question, the queen among women.
Said the grand-sire that husbands can treat
Their wives as cattle and deal with them

As they like; he also said that the Vedic law

Gave way to the current law; he but erred.

285. "Had ever our progenitors sold their wives?

Have you ever heard of the marvel -- the staking of queens
And losing them in dice? The latter-day law-makers

Have brought to the statute-books

The laws that once applied to strumpets alone.

Though this is still the letter of the law

Yet it is not rife in daily practice.

Even a slave-girl is not to be diced away.

286. "Having lost himself and a slave become
He has neither wife nor home; aye, there are
No belongings for a slave" says the Queen.
Oh kings! men play dice for fun;

Yet would you not loud protest, when you
Here watch the Dharma of grievous sin

Contrary to Manu's laws? O grand-pa, is this just?"

287. Thus Vikarna. Up rose some sovereigns

And caused much uproar and din;

Some condemned the act of Sakuni as odious evil.
Some declared: "This world would not this forgive;
Nor forget." "Get you lost in smoky ruin as you will,
But insult not the angel in open court;

Eise a bloody river would incarnadine

The field of battle, like ruddy sky
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To avenge the wrong" cried they.

69. siawrsir Liglé) 288-292

alla mewTer ClFTsVemeLd CHL(h

alleVedlenads & TewTeir OlFTeV6UT6IT: -=

‘s@LT, ABlwmil, BleTelFTsv.

Sryewt] Geubg i wm(HLD

L@&eugl hesTmedt ©lm 6ot sust]

UTUILEDSS SBHSTT, 5T esT

@ penr GlFTsved el L mil.

allrgleomii! Lyevsy Lhlsevm! 288

CLievsTeRvTlaueT FTevdTL 6leVevTERL
uaewwmed LlgmmislesTmmii;
STERTEWTIVT SI6WTdHdb VIDHMTUL;
B)euswearhrid CleusTn HTG6V
HessTeust] (Hd Limey GlosdTm T,
mrewfleomt! Qumrenmuy Lhlsvsvmii!
HesTeutlw BleweVewto Guimymii;

BSE SresrLs giesr@Lm? 289

riNGev giewflewuid &rmkiELb
QULPSHBBIS LPIGUITTE HleVemev.
Fiflw 10&HEH LO6VEVST;

MeUHIdH HVHSH CHeal.
wryLm, ussiwmer! eurgmu;
umewTLsui miLl] GevbgLb
FOTUWBI SEDETOUTII; 695 L6V

GFemeVI|BI HEMETEUTII’ 6T63T D T6HT. 290

@lsuayenr GasL LT swreui;



Liewstlnd s Gemeum (LpesTevtlh
©)BH6U6UTHENT L_hdr LOTTEWLIG
FmbsHerT, Hiewflepwis Gumt L mi.
meuailewwit GLITETH & 6soTeuwT e,
EhTeTFHBHSMLITEHFTE

‘steusulfl 2 1iGeum CloesTEm

BB STT6T, @) eHenToHeNs B THDHT6T.

Gaumy

BIFFT HTETeT(LHECSH - 9|6iTeMm 6T
F18)60lemert weTYlewL_ wflgbep)Hm Tedr.
‘915G CxhreuisGer!’ -- sTedrm)
SjVMlwies ailgITeih &6 TFTilhdTedT.
L#G#n)) weuemesriGUITeL - 9hLI
Cuuwenip H1sledlemerr 2_MemauilGev,

2 ' Grg)l WhHEHeVHST6T; -- ) 6iTem6vT

2 _VHSH5MS MBS, 6 (HEWLOU DM TEIT.

Karna speaks

288. Karna, famed in archery, hearing Vikarna said:

"Nobly-spoken, you little imp!

When assembled kings dare not ope their lips
And hold their peace, you've grown noisy

With your wagging tongue and words impertinent!

You brainless, witless shrimp!

upbraiding Vikarna

289. "By this woman goaded you blabber

Raw words of unwisdom

And utterly thoughtless words.
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"As we have won this woman
You impudent, impatient wretch!
You are a stranger to honour;

What do you know of justice?

290. "Can slaves wear upper garments?
Does custom this permit?

She cannot be a woman continent

That sleeps with the

Who's there?... Oh page, come here;
Remove the rich dress from the chest

Of Pantavas and disrobe this woman also."

The five throw off their upper garments

291. The five heard these words;

Before the servants would order them,
Away they threw their upper garments
Exposing their chests -- the dread of foes.
The antelope -- eyed Panchali,

The peerless beauty of wisdom
Shuddered to think of her doom

And joined her hands in prayer.

Duhshasana begins to distobe Panchali

292. Duhshasana rose up and began
To disrobe the Mother in that Court;
"Alack-a-day, o ye gods!" cried Vidura
And fell on the floor in a terrible swoon.

Like one demented, as the ghoul



Busied himself in disrobing

She became one with the Inner Light;

Dead to the world, the Mother tuned into Oneness.
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Draupati's Prayer to Lord Krishna to protect her honour
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"Hari: Hari: Hari!" she exclaimed;

"l seek refuge in you" she cried.

"There in the past, bestowing grace on the Tusker
You smote in the lake, the crocodile

O God of dark hue! You once did dance

On the hood of monster Kalinga;

You are the Being infinite,

The essence of hoary Vedas ineffable. 293

"You wield the whirling disc, Kanna!

The Bow Sarang decks your hand!

You are the import of the Logos, Kanna!

You are the tender babe, the eater of sugared rice.
You 'll quell all sorrows, oh Kanna!

You wipe the tears from devotee-eyes!

You succour the worthy, oh Kanna!

You are the creator of the four-faced Creator! 294

"You are the Space of Space, the heat of Fire;
The soul of Earth and Water; the force of Wind;
You blaze forth radiant in the souls

Of those immersed in Great Silence

On the lotus soft in the sylvan pool

She sits, there enthroned;

She is Sri Devi; you hold in your hands

Her feet twain in bliss unending. 295

"You are the beginningless Beginning, Kannal!
You are the ethereal Being beyond buddhi!
You are the inner ray of light, oh Father!

Be pleased to hear me and grant grace!
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In the vast skiey expanse wings Garuda;

You ride on him a blaze of light, Kanna!

Oh being ineffable, oh puissance peerless!

"Does he in the pillar lurk? Sirrah,

Show me your God in this obelisk!

O fool of a rumour-monger vain!" So he roared

And smote the pillar with his foot,
He the copper-haired tyrant.
You did rive that Hiranya's frame,
| adore you in faith absolute;

Save me in grace from dire dishonour.

"You sway by your fiat of might

The Lord of Utterances!

The ruling disc your hand does wield.,
O my sea of vast mercy!

Rays of grace from your eyes issue;
Save me from the wicked hundred;

O ethereal nectar inly surging,

Eater of butter in Gopi's homes.

"Protector or Earth, oh Kannal!

Oh gem-hued! Oh my lamp of mind!

Oh sire! | seek refuge in your flowery feet:

Hari, Hari, Hari, Hari, Hari!" she chanted.
Like the growing woes of base liars,

Like the endless renown of the righteous,
Like the limitless compassion of women,

Like the ceaseless waves of the sea;
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Her Prayer fulfilled

Like the ever-increasing wealth of them

That bless the domestic lamps, the women,

By the grace of Lord Kanna, even as the wretch
Continued to disrobe, robe after new robe
Grew and grew and grew on her,

They defied reckoning; many, oh many

Were their hues and poly-genitive. 300

Woven of gold and silk, many were they,

And many -- new, for ever new --,

From her frame divine did issue.

She raised her worshipping hands to her head.
Thus to the world was by her demonstrated
The greatness of Lord Hari's name.

As the robe was un unending continuum

Slave Duhshasana fell down undone, aye, utterly. 301

The Devas chanting "Om, Jaya Jaya

Bharata Sakti" rained flowers.

Up rose avidly the Arya Bhishma

And folded his hands in adoration.

The monarchs in court joining hands

Chanted: "Om Sakti! Sakti. Sakti!"

Down hung the head of him, the misruler,

The one whose flag is with serpent dight. 302
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The Oath of Bhima
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303. Rose Bhima and roared: "l swear

In the name of Devas, in the name

Of Parasakti, in the name of His holy feet,
The lotus-born proclaimer of Vedas,

In the name of the hallowed feet of Kanna,
The Lord of our race and Sri Devi,

In the name of the golden feet of Him

Whose eye gutted Kama with fire.

304. "This my terrible oath: "This Duryodhana,
The base braggart every inch the reverse of man,
This son of a dog that shamelessly barked

At our Queen Draupati -- the great flame

Of pure chastity --, to sit on his lap:

I'll by my valour, in the arena of battle

Before kings who are forsaker by renown.

Smite his thigh and slaughter him.

305. "There will | also tear limb by base limb
This fellow, Duhshasana of pseudo-valour
And drink his gushing blood like wine.

Oye of the world, you 'll this witness!

These aren't words that | utter;

They are from the unfetterable Deity

And so, may Parasakti this fulfil."
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The Oath of Arjuna

306. Rose Partha and solemn swore;

"I'll butcher this base Karna in the battle;

| swear this in the name of the hallowed feet

Of glorious Kanna, our friend and God Vishnu;

In the name of her darksome eyes -- Our Queen,
And in the name of Gandiv -- my bow.

O world, you'll sure behold at that hour
Horrendous marvels of warfare."
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The Oath of Draupati

307. Devi Draupati spake: "Om! | declare

The fiat of Goddess Parasakti;

The red blood of sinner Duhshasana

Must flow to meet the blood gushing from
Blasted Duryodhana's body: at their confluence
I'll soak my tresses, then bathe clean

And with odoriferous oil scent my hair

And gather it all into a bun, and not before."

308. Devas chaunted: "Om, Om Om."
Heaven rumbled its 'Amen!

The earth did quake; a blizzard

Smote the sky with a storm of dust.
The elements five then attested;

"It is Dharma who is the Lord of Earth."
Our mission stands fulfilled.

May this world fourfold be in bliss immersed.

- T.N.Ramachandran.

Note: The first part of Panchali Sapatam was published at Pondicherry in 1912 by

Bharati himself. Bharati furnished notes for certain words, phrases and passages

308

198

occurring in Part one. After the death of Bharati, parts one and two were published in
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book-form in 1924 by Bharati Prachuralayam. The translation here given follows the
Tamil original of part one as published by Bharati and Bharati's manuscripts of part

two.



