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INTRODUCTION

PANDITS are no doubt estimable persons, but if the Vernacular literature of the
country is to be improved and made an effective instrument of popular education,
they are the not persons who can do it. They represent an old and antiquated
learning, practically useless for purposes of modern life. Ramayanam and Bharatam
are excellent books in a way, but the mind of the modern Indians cannot be nursed
on such stale food. The Indian classical literature is the reflection of a condition of
society which prevailed centuries ago,and is now valuable only as the repository of
historical materials hidden amidst a mass of myth and fantastic exaggeration; nor
does it contain terms and vocabularies that can be utilized directly or in adapted
forms to convey ideas of modern science and art. Practically, for all purposes served
by modern literature in European countries for popular instruction and amusement,
the bests works in the Vernacular language are almost useless. These works which
form the basis of the Pandits' erudition, differ so entirely in the vocabulary, diction

and collocation of words from the language spoken by the most cultured of Indians



that it is as difficult to derive amusement or instruction from them as from Greek
works. To be able to understand Ramayanam or Silappatikaram in Tamil requires an
elaborate previous study prosecuted for years. The fact is that these works were
never written for the benefit of the ordinary class of people, and therefore intelligibility
was never aimed at as their chief characteristic. They were intended for a small
coterie of learned men , in many instances for Pandits hanging on to the courts of
local rulers, and it was only their approval that was cared for. For the masses no
education of more than an elementary order was thought necessary. A specially
gifted individual, by a peculiar combination of fortunate circumstances, might develop
into a poet or a poetess and of such gifted individuals there are several instances in
the history of Tamil literature. But the general bulk of the population, who in those
days lived in villages even more largely than at present, were content with such
education as could be got in village schools where the curriculam was never of an
ambitious nature and was confined mostly to the three R's and such additional
information as was useful in the daily pursuits of life. A Brahmin child perhaps
learned the elements of astrology and some elementary ethics in Sanskrit. A Vaisya
boy received a special grounding in accounts, while the higher class Sudra had to be
content with even more elementary education. The great masses were, of course, left
altogether illiterate. The famous University of Madura is not known to have troubled
itself with the problem of popular education nor did the most ancient authors of the
Jain and the Buddhist faiths. The Pandits thought and wrote for themselves, While

the village communities provided in their own crude way for their educational wants.

The classical literature of Tamil. on which our modern Pundit is nursed, has vary
little of that vitality and breadth necessary for the healthy growth of popular
intelligence. If the 20 millions of people that speak Tamil are to have their mind
reformed on the Westem pattern. the result will not be brought about by Dr. Duncan's
pian- The Government of Madras rightly considers that to require our erudite Pandits
"to study science in order that they may be the means of introducing a vocabulary of
scientific terms into the Vernacular languages would be wrong in principle". "In
English" as Government observes, " new terms and vocabularies are constantly
being manufactured from other languages, and if these are to be introduced into

Oriental languages similar methods will inevitably present themselves for adoption".



In other words, it is useless trying to manipulate the existing Vernacular vocabulary
for new scientific terms; on the other hand, it is more easy to adopt foreign words and
terminology than to twist existing Vernacular words for this purpose. The latter will
only make confusion worst confounded. It is no doubt desirable that in the
elementary classes of our schools the boyOs mother-tongue should be made the
main medium of instruction, and the importance of doing so has recently been urged
on the local Governments by the Government of India. But to convey instruction by
means of the Vernacular language is not the same thing as to coin elongated and
jaw-breaking expressions which are as unintelligible to the young mind as any
English expressions can be. In fact, the new Vernacular expressions would be more
difficult to the young student because, while he constantly hears his elders at home,
in school and elsewhere using the English expressions and becomes more or less
familiar with them; the same advantage is absent in the case of Vernacular terms

newly coined.

The peculiar condition of India, which makes a close and complete study of
English necessary, and really more important in many ways than that of any native
language, should not be forgotten, and all higher studies in science have necessarily
to be done in English. The young child forced to use strange Vernacular terms wil
have ultimately to forget them, for when he acquires sufficient knowledge fo English
and does most of his reading in that language, he will not care to remember, much

less to use, his earlier acquisitions in the Vernacular.

Our University, with all the abuse that hasty people heap on it, is producing a class
of men who would soon prove the originators of a new useful literature to meet the
popular demand that is springing up. In the absence of the old patrons of learning,
Rajahs and nobleman, who no longer think of patronizing authors, but lavishly endow
gymkhanas, literature msut become paying before it can attract competent devotees,
and we are hopeful that this state will soon arise. It must be remembered that the
best way of diffusing a knowledge of science among the masses is not to begin by
placing primers and text-books in their heads. Primers and text-books have their
place after general treatises dealing with outlines in a narrative and popular manner.

Graduates with a sufficiently high education, can, of course, write their treatises



better than the Pandits can be expected to do, with their narrow and one-sided

culture.

Instead of taking up Pandits for improvement, the educational department should
encourage young graduates with linguistic inclinations to aim at higher standard of
knowledge in the Classical and Vernacular languages of the country. After all, the
literature of a country should represent the contemporary activities and aspirations of
the people, and should be the product of minds conversant and in sympathy with
these activities and aspirations. Mythological stories and Puranams of holy places
have no doubt a certain merit in that they show the capacity of the language in some
respect. But it is ideas, healthy, stimulating ideas, that are wanted more than feats of
literary legerdemain. English literature does not contain, for instance, fifty words to
convey the idea of a lion; the poet, the novelist, the historian, and every species of
writer in English employ the same word to imply the king of the beasts. But Tamil has
a whole page of synonyms for lion, and similar concrete objects, and is an entire
stranger to what may be called literary economy, by which only one word is
employed to indicate one idea. More wealth of ideas and less redundant vocabulary
are wanted to impart the necessary elasticity and expansive to Tamil literature; and
this transformation can only be a slow process and brought about by the exertion of

minds trained in modern knowledge.

Indeed there are already indications to show that the younger generation of our
graduates are rising to a sense of the importance of leading a departure from the old
tradition of the Tamil literature and brining into existence a fresh school calculated to
meet the wants of the general public rather than the ambition and ideals of small
class of erudite Pandits. They begin to see that, among the considerable class of
middle-class people who without being themselves educated in English are yet in
touch to some extent with the new ideas and aspirations simulated b Western
civilization in the country, there is a growing healthy curiosity to know what transpire
in other countries of the world as well as in India and a laudible desire to possess
means of satisfying this curiosity. During the South African War, | was greatly
impressed by the curiosity evinced by all but the poorest classes to know the

minutest details of the progress and the fortunes of the war from day to day, and the



circulation of the Vernacular newspapers rose in exact proportion to the promptitude
and fulnes of the information supplied to them. Nor is this fresh desire for information
regarding affairs concerning the world at large, special or spasmodic. There is reason
to believe that this desire is more or less a permanent outcome of the fresh
conditions of life, of new thought and activity of the people throughout India. This
desire of young graduates, have the good sense to try to turn to practical account in

their own interest as well as in the interest of the fellow countrymen.

In the last two years, there has been a remarkable development in the Vernacular
press. A number of newspapers have been started and most of them have more or
less a respectable circulation; at least two of these journals are conducted by
graduates and a monthly magazine by nhame Jnana Bodhini containing well-written
and thoughtful articles on religious, social and literary topics, is conducted altogether
by graduates of our university. The Tamil Sangam recently started at Madura by a
way of the revivial of the old historic institution for which that capital of ancient Tamil
Kingdom is celebrated, is a movement pointing to the welcome departure | have
indicated above. Small debating Societies have been established here and there and
are maintained by graduates and under-graduates. Besides these, literary attempts
of a less ephemeral nature are also made by the younger generation of the educated
class. This last is, of course, the most important feature of the new born attitude of
the educated Dravidian youths towards their mother-tongue in whose antiquities and
fertility now are few and not of a high order. Most of them are small works of fiction
intended to amuse uneducated minds and to bring some addition to the writer's
means of livelihood. Naturally alng with works of fiction, works of a historical nature
are also forthcoming. The life fo the Great Moghul Emperor, Akbar, an account of the
ruined city of Vijayanagar in the Bellary District, a sketch of the various Dravidian
Kingdoms established in Southern India have recently furnished topics for small
volumes in this branch of literature. A writer has translated a portion of the great epic
of John Milton, and another some of Shakespeare's plays. Works on agriculture and
medicine have aso appeared; of translations, new editions and commentaries of a
religious character, there have been as usual a large number. In writing and
publishing these books, | believe, the writers have been prompted by a fresh-born

confidence in popular literature as paying profession. | welcome this confidence,



because no activity, not supported by some economic basis can be wide or enduring.
The old openings which Public Service and learned professions offered having
become more or less overcrowded, our graduates are turning to fresh fields and
pastures new. And of these, literature will not be the least honorable though certainly

not the most paying.

Of the new band of graduates who have thus stepped into the field of literature, |
am glad to mention as one of the most, if not the most conspicuous amongst them
the name fo Pandit V.G. Suryanarayana Sastriar of the Madras Christian College.
Apart from the surviving generation of the old school of Pandits, Pandit Swaminatha
Aiyar, for instance, | think | may say that Mr. V.G. Suryanarayana Sastriar is the
foremost worker in the cause of the advancement of the Tamil Literature. As a
graduate of the Madras University, his knowledge of English is of a high order. And
this combined with his profound scholarship in Tamil has given him a unique
advantage over the vanishing school of the Orthodox Pandits. He has been a very
busy writer and takes great interest in efforts directed towards the improvement of
Tamil. He has written works in Drama, Poetry and fiction, and all of these are of a
very high order. His conscientious endeavour is to make Tamil composition, in prose
as well as in verse, simpler, and more popular than it has been till now and in this
sense | entirely endorse the opinion expressed by that veteran Anglo-Indian Tamil
scholar, Dr. G.U. Pope, once well-known in this Presidency, now enjoying his well-
earned rest and repose in the serene classic scenary of Oxford with unabated
admiration for the literature which he has done more than anybody else to advance
the opinion namely, "the herald of a new school of Tamil poets heartily to be

welcomed".

The main characteristics of his works may be described to be, (1) to introduce the
western system of punctuation, the absence of which in the literature nw extant is a
notorious cause of confusion in the minds of young students, (2) a less frequent use
of what is known as "sandhi" by which letters run into one another in compounds,
often tending to make the meaning less intelligible to the reader, while at the same
time preserving rhyme and harmony considered essential in Tamil versification and

(3) the employment of less archaic and obscure words and expressions. He has



besides tried to introduce the English system of blank verse and often makes a
diversion to discourse upon topics related to modern social and moral ideas, such as
the greatness of contentment, the law of causation, the moral Government of God,
the necessity of acquiring wealth, the usefulness of the human body, the greatness of
honor, etc. In imitation of Shakespeare and other Western dramatic writers, Mr. V.G.
Suryanarayana Sastriar occasionally introduces verses adapted to Hindu Music, a
feature entirely strange to the classic works of Tamil. In the celebrated three-fold
classification of Tamil, iyal, isai and Natakam, the last class is not represented so far
as it is known by any important work, except that well-known Jain work
Silappatikaram. There is no doubt there must have been works of this nature in
former times, because it is well-known that the Tamil Kings were patrons of theatre,
buffoons used to be their constant companions and dancing their favourite pastime.
Perhaps these works have been lost in consequence of foreign vandalism. In reviving
this branch of Tamil Literature, Mr. V.G. Suryanarayana Sastriar has done valuable
service to the Tamil world by his Natakaviyal (Tamil Dramaturgy) which | understand
has been prescribed as a Text-book by the University of Madras for the B.A. Degree
Examination of 1903. He is still young and | hope it will be his distinction and fame to
leave behind him enduring marks of the influence of his genius on the new era into

which Tamil literature is struggling to enter.

Madras, 20-10-1902 G. SUBRAMANIA IYER
Editor, "Hindu"
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9| (HH&TEV6V GlewTedT M 6tT6vT] DjeuesTdH CouadT(HEHTL &) &) ewTHIH T T a6V .

RS BIBISTO(HLIL, 67CHT 63(h HTTEWTIDLINMIF CFTLOTEIT &6W VT M-
sOl(HLOGILITEM M GHLD CFTLPEIT CF BILHEWTT NI @HLD 61LP: & 6WTL T 6p(HeuSyrm GlL_m(mHeui
Gumi GFiubig ChiL L gI. 9 miBITGL GUIT(HLD &1HL6v CILO6ITEID 2arl65T 5 vt
BLbBGI. BT CFTPGEer aurens LOlewsVbHHT6T. Ho0oBHU) eTWlF CFriomeyih
Sjsusitmest gy FAflwrralw Qumiienswmm CFrperTH Hewm GlEmeTerliLi’ L 6.
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wrGer QusTemerrd FewmLiL(h 5B CerCGearriwisiTy] Coublmer(Hb o mimiesTHI GFUIST TV,
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@) rewTL_TBISETLD

@)% BDs. AewmsCahTL L GFlei1H 6w (HdhFH6EH CFTLOTET HewewTdhahT 60(Hid ClLTew,
H6o1g1 Y FAfwii Qumiienswmen s LTV LoeSTeUeDLOG W|LD ()63TLI(LPIHI & T6UsT T 63T T U1
FAewnEHTPHD HTENT(LPSH6V 2 _6wTeCHTL CleVTBS (BB TeT; HTedt (B)sueurmy Cumrflp
CmTemsveaysT(H & Teusdl 6dl(H HemeVCuwLIDY] GClwsstTent] GlwissTewtls GlLMg)iD

T&HSPHMI Sjwieurullesrmedr.

woHml, HrFeb Hrer ellHoUilwuTnGs, HnewmepTarPlrailnh Aenmd CHmi L ggler
I H&GOFeTy GuTiiswswTenr 2 HM CHTHHleTTeT YjsususaTailsy (F)ewmeaueneTliLITig

BlSSTML{eVeuTT Blevinsemear GBrdssl,

CLPEOT M T RIS ETLD

"2 asTsTC! @)gHIsTMID Bloterflp LNTHEG8S LBS HIPBIGLTH CHL L g).
LICLT6IHVeVTD GlLMgIh gieTHDCMeT. @ICLTIPESHT, WTET 2_6TH| | (HMLOS
SlmeuguilGevGuw LSS50 HTeTERHLD GlLHIDELN ClLUHEDeiT. @)esfl6lwers 6% Gavrm
G ?" sTedrm CFTVE0 S Hefldn THSTT. (3)eMeuIHTHMS W B! HevTamHD CFripssT
S|UT G (3)6OTLIYETHISGET () Lo LDPLLG S 6T 6vT60T.

BTG & T MBI 6T LD

Ymewm memerlrey O rFer wewerallwrdlw @rreFwrCsall guledlenL & HewrL_GHri
S EHEHTOYLINM] 2_61TMhIF 61T M LPETMSITEIT. ool NTTHH HMleyewL_ Hhiewds 6Ty LD
Seuerg) Camif euswearts LVsVTHMTYIH CHNMIS6\% KL 1g BledsTmmeir.
I BIBITHECHVIW @) TTFLTESHa HTFOTLITE) STET STl HhHaarallenet GloTLHleuTsT
ClFsITMSUTSIT.

E01HS T HBISHETLD

Uleiterid GaFmLpeT smeusemMEHTVSHSH GG CUTUIENSWTENT WeDLPSSH] S| eUHT
QLD aUbg euenThISF FAewmal(®h) C\Fiig SIBlSH6TerT. @) eeuTn) 6FkIs%ewTTesT
CpMILUL L ewiw CHiHe CUTiienSHWTT jsusT L6gH seareulfl bTHLIGI 6T6TenGlLom (T,

CFBSLOIP BTV LITIgd HLD LOTEWTTEH S (HET SV BT MU TS5 W CFTLOT6» 63TF
Aewn&ECaHTCLIL 5B M Hevo1(h) @) HHMHOFWSlewUI 96U EHMTHSGI | TF6OT (LpedT6vT T &
GarwreneTum6sTeanT(h GlFsTn @)Mm6lL®mCaubsemTuld B LITOTTTSS euall Heurg
Gewmen Wb §p(HBICSH 6 @Bl &(HHIOTTTII 6U(HSSTHTT.



11

woHml, AswnsCasTL L G560(hHH (e CFTLTET HT6T 9bBlewsvulled (b
au(HbGIuSeId o wligmnss sYuiTeuToeaTEmm Gleuesitolm svorsyt]

S, TBIGETLD

ST P DIFS SISTLDHDTT. QlesTarenth sisTDYI Y AFDH ClLITgICLITSHEED
@ariomest, sulflprent phHUSHEUTLHSL Hewtewt T Coul swHBgTrLl,
CurmissTHDTH FAewmd CaTL L BisTousVew T allafldgid STSTNET 6TeuVemT L

Lewfld @ rmiGureols L@ BT ClsTentiClesraTll LiswildsHeret, SjeueumTm) LewflliLds

Gal L sreusvi, 2 1L Gar GlFsvseurymiigd g STeVbH HTpdHHIF ClFsTm OB HCHIBI
&1flbg LeTaTT 6p(housdt ClbTEhF b HewTesnt swrd GFromest LIh@GLTmI o
T5H5(PS5HHBSHT(H BT 6p(H WHWITEV 119 STTEI. |BIBISTLD [6U6dT H11g Wi

B TEHHVSMBF CFTLOTET 60 06%TedTL_TerTeVsVsT. 2 L oot CHTL_L_BI &T6eusVsdT

©leu@evT(h) UTLDL] SHL_HJI LOGTEITEUHEIT W UITLYeoTT 6T, LIlITedTT Dybb Tdh H6VHeMSHF
Garwm erhHCLCW eweusd HHTNHSTET. jeUeT jHeTmLilsTerid GFriomsT rerGLo
wjullflenib TeTL L 55TEeT HsaI bk Tlewers LhsTLCsw ullmbg 2 ulli
SImbHHesTer. SbCHT! ™ rerwflbsLileT surpTenio (peiTevflest!Gs' 6TedTM LjsVeUT 6uMTds @ LD
QumiiGuir? (3)HW6VTS & T6UEV(HOIOTT(HEUST T FTd GHeWILILITET ClF6iTMeuTsdT.
@ewL_ullp FAnjlgy CuTpSlenisT enT(H s WHPFACWTHL HewL_He GlLITiiendsw i
FAewmd CHTLL1bLdhGHF CFTOTET HenantdhdhTed(HGLTemD HlL_hoaill b ClFsTnmi,
O|UMET S HEWTL_TIT, HVBIFZISTTI, HILPHSTT; sTIPHSTT, ail(1pbsTT, S MleilphoHTi,
SLDewL WHSTT; LB Y nleydnly Quiiphsert, CFrivTeneT 2 Hmi CHrdHHleri,
uDBls HTEHHTT, SIDWTTULD THDIS STHsHleri. 9suGauemerullsd Griigm
QFBLOIpF ClFiinGlaTTern) susHrwiIGLDMIS HewenTddsTed(HbELTewMuUilssT LmriLilh

SIL_bsH CeuaflliLil L g1, 9Hewer QUBSSTT, LIgSSTT, w&HCFTT allRSHBHTT;
9|evTemnTeV CFITe&T euTiliwensnThghl ClLTgID suril all(HHgl ) STHMlTTIT.
sTiwib BlepALCUTUIDHOMTMIENTIHS BHMLOPLI LITEUSVT SLOGI [HEIT LDT 6T T 5% 65T
UflalenesrwrHpalsvevrgy ,entGL FrHlulledmhgl wWTdhsemwt af pdhHerT. HeTGLomh

Garsnieh AewmECHTL L 5 ClFeTm CFihghI, e0T(HLI LjsV (LD LDT6ST T (HLD
RmBICSH Wiphgl HL_riussanr(®h), Csall e SohsHarallet LwieT LdGHT 6)6TiTbHh
EufgIh LevbLIeTTedT; 2 _uTewin WjewTihgl H6T FlewD HTeUVMTS 65055 MedT,

LG Ter, Aewmds CHTL L SHews wiplssrert. UlsiTarid $mer plwmg GlFiis
@)liumeud ClFweVSL (HkI &LpeuTwTeHd CHeuEhevid LIV & ullmhmlesrmedr.

* Qeflu prpug)
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®)51Cau B)bBTLB5HD BT HeWBHF Fr(HIHBHLOTLD. (F)oodl I|BISLD 6TETEILD 63 (HEUMD
BTL&F Fraluilest UTHLBILD. B)FH6sflevEEmTHemS 6T HTL HallwedlD %erH6lST6Ts.
®@)g1 wTb Lewarhgl CeuaflliLi(hGBleu b BTioger FeVbLiledTaHevT 6T LMD LITVTLD. ()5
U@ LTI Ssausd wriilleflwsTmarsg:; FmiLTeTeno ) mIg%STEIE 6leussTLTa LD
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