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Introduction

KALINGATHUPPARANI by Ottakkuthar

In 12th century CE, Jayangondar wrote the Kalingathuparani describing the war
between Karunagarathondaiman, the Pallava chief and the king of Kalinga,
Anandavanman, at the time of Kulothunga Chola | (1070-1120).

The book is divided into fourteen chapters. After the kadavul vazthu (invocation),
Jayangondar describes the beauty of the girls waiting to welcome their husbands
when they return from the war. This part has lovely akam poetry. Later chapters
describe the goddess and the peys and their lives. Most of the important characters

of this text are the peys, something that is special to this book.

In the middle of the poem Jayangondar describes the life of Kulothungan. He was
born to the Venki king Narendra and his queen, the daughter of Rajaraja Chola.
Jayangondar describes the lineage of the Chola kings, Kulothungan’s birth, his
family, his early life as a baby and as a young prince. As a prince and king he fought
many wars and conquered many lands. He became king when Rajaraja died in battle

and made the chaotic land flourish. When he wished to engage in a war with the



Kalinga king, his commander-in-chief Karunagaran fought and conquered the Kalinga

king Anandavarman.

The final chapters describe the Kalinga war as seen by one of the peys who saw the
battle in the Kalinga country, came back to the goddess and described what he saw
to the goddess and other peys. The poems describe how the goddess showed the
peys the battlefield and finally how they made a porridge on the battlefield and

served it to their friends and others. At the end the peys praise the king and his valor.

Content of Kalingattupparani by Jayangondar

1. The song of praising gods and goddesses. The first chapter praises gods and
worships them to protect Kulothunga Cholan I.

2. The song of the warriors. In this chapter the warriors returning from the battlefield
ask their women to open the doors for them. The poems describe the beauty of the
women.

3. The song of the Forest. The third chapter describes the forest where Anangu, the
goddess and her servants the peys live.

4. The song of the Temple. The fourth chapter describes how the Peys constructed a
new temple for Anangu,

5. The song of the Anangu. The fifth chapter describes the beauty of Ananagu, the
goddess.

6. The song of the suffering peys. In the sixth chapter, the poems describe how the
peys, servants of Anangu, tell the goddess how hungry they are and ask for food.

7. Songs of magic.The seventh chapter describes how a pey from the Himalayas
learned some magic and returned. He shows the magic to the goddess.

8. The song of the Chola dynasty. In the eighth chapter the Himalayan pey tells the
goddess the history of the Chola dynasty from Vishnu to Karikalan and how the king

Karikalan inscribed the history of the Cholas on the Himalayas as Naradar had



narrated it to him. The pey tells the history of the Chola kings from Karikalan until
Kulothungan First.

9. The song of the hungry peys and the Himalayan pey. The ninth chapter describes
how hungry the peys are and how they complain to the goddess. The Himalayan pey
tells them that there will be a war between the Cholas and the Kalinga king in the
Kalinga country and the peys will get enormous amounts of food from the battlefield.
The peys are very happy.

10. The song of birth and growth of the Chola prince Kulothungan the First. In the
tenth chapter, the goddess describes to the peys nthe birth of Kulothunga Cholan
First, his early life as a baby and a prince, the wars that he fought as a prince and
how he conquered many lands and how he became a king. At that time a Kuli pey
that has seen the Kalinga war came and tells them about the battlefield.

11. The song of Chola army going to the war. In the eleventh chapter, a Kuli pey tells
the goddess how the Kalinga king did not pay tribute to the Chola king and how the
Chola king ordered the army to go to the Kalinga country to fight under the chief
Karunagaran, the ruler of Vandaiyar land. This chapter tells about the king of Kalinga
country.

12. The song of the war.The twelfth chapter describes the war between the Chola
warriors and Kalinga warriors.

13. The song of the battlefield. The thirteenth chapter describes the battlefield.
Anangu and her escort peys go to the battlefield and she shows them the warriors,
elephants, horses, chariots and women and tells them about how they suffered in the
war.

14. The song of the porridge. The fourteenth chapter describes how the peys cook
porridge, eat and serve to others. The peys speak. The peys praise Anangu and the

king Kulothungan the first.

This English translation of Kalingathup parani is divided into 7 Parts to make it

clearer for readers.



Part. 1. Praising Gods (Poems 1-20)
Part 2. Warriors and Women (Poems 21-74)
Part 3. The description of Anangu’s Forest, temple and her body and ornaments.
(Poems75 -133)
Part 4. The description of the peys. Their emaciated bodies and poverty.
The pey from the Himalayas, his magic, the history of the Chola dynasty.
Part 5. Complaints of the peys. King Kulothungan’s birth and youth
Part 6. The Kalinga war and a description of the battlefield.
Part 7. The peys cook porridge
Kalingathupparani by Jeyangondar.
PART 1. Praising the gods. (Poems 1-20)
Chapter 1. Kadavul vazhthu. Praising the gods.

1, 2. To make this world flourish

and give good lives to all,

Shiva married the daughter of the Himalayas
as Vishnu, dark as a cloud

gave his sister Shakthi in marriage

pouring water on their hands

and Brahma the creator of the world
performed the marriage ceremony.

Let us praise him,

so that our king Abhayan, Ubhaya Kulothungan,
the heir of the Chola dynasty,

may live long.

He rules following the precepts of the Vedas
and protects the earth goddess

created by Brahma.



3, 4. Let us praise the divine name of Vishnu

the omnipresent god.

He gives his grace to the world

and revealed the universe in his mouth

to his mother Yasoda when he was a child.

Let us worship him so that our gracious king Abhayan,
seated under his matchless royal umbrella,

may prosper, protecting the wide world.

5, 6. Let us praise four-faced Brahma,

the origin of the world and creator of the four tracts of land—
hills, fields, ocean and forests—

the four aims of life—

dharma, wealth, pleasure and moksha—

and the four Vedas

so that our king Kuladeeban

may live long,

brightening his dynasty

and protecting the four lands, the four directions,

the wide four oceans, and the four castes.

7, 8. Let us worship the sun god

who brightens the whole world surrounded by wide oceans,
takes away deep darkness

and rules the whole earth with his unique wheel.

May he give his grace to our victorious king Jayadungan
so that he may live long and rule the world

surrounded by cool oceans



with his matchless wheel of law that removes poverty

and spreads his fame everywhere.

9, 10. Let us worship Ganesa,

the five-armed elephant god,

the scholar of the four Vedas.

He abides within the love of his devotees

when they have only yogic thoughts

and are without worldly desires.

May he protect our king, the enemy of famine,

the conquerer of all the lands in all eight directions,

planted many pillars of victory,

and rules the whole world under his one gracious umbrella.

May he live long.

11,12. Let us worship the feet of Murugan

with twelve eyes and twelve matchless arms

that are brighter than golden mountains.

May the god give his grace to our emperor Abhayan,
born in the sun dynasty

and raised in the moon dynasty,

making both royal families shine.

May he rule all the lands surrounded by the oceans

and all the directions under his one royal umbrella.

13. Saraswathi, the goddess of art and literature
abides on our king’s tongue.
The beautiful goddess Lakshmi

stays on a lotus



and the goddess of victory shines,
adorning our king’s arms.

Let us praise them all.

14. The goddess of the earth thinks,

“My king has boundless good qualities

and the goddess of fame lives with him.

It is good for me to live with him also.”

Thus she abides with the Chola king

as he pleases and nurtures the earth goddess
and covers her with his fame.

Let us worship the goddess of earth

so that our king may live long.

15. When Kama, the god of love

shot his arrows at Shiva,

half of the fair body of Shiva,

the god of gods, became dark,

but Kama could not approach

the lotus hands and feet of our goddess.
Let us worship the flower-like ankleted feet

of that powerful goddess, bowing our heads to her.

16. Let us worship the goddess Parvathi

so that king Abhayan may live forever and prosper,
the protector of the Puzhi country

and conqueror of the angry Pandyan king.

He made the Pandyan king

run to the forest in the hills,



turning his feet red,
He bent his bow and fought and defeated

the Chera king and his warriors.

17, 18 Let us worship the seven pairs of feet

of the beautiful seven goddesses Chamundi, Abhirami,
Varahi, Kaumari, Mayeswari,

Narayani, and Indrani.

They shine, lovely as vines.

Let us worship them

to make the matchless tiger banner flourish

raised by the Chola king

the conqueror of many kings

whose banners are a boar, plough, deer,

lion, bow and fish in the Himalayas.

19. May the reciters of the Vedas prosper.
May it rain to nourish the crops.
May the crops that bring wealth thrive.

May the creatures of the world live happily forever.

20. May our king, the ruler of the world, prosper.

May the magnificent tiger banner

of our victorious emperor prosper.

May his umbrella that protects the earth shine forever.

May his hands that give generously prosper.



PART 2. Waiting for the Warriors. (Poems 21-74)

Chapter 2. Kadaithirappu - Women and Warriors.

Warriors returning from the war ask their women to open their doors.

21. O lovely ones

as sweet as the nectar

that came from milky ocean,

your young breasts are small as dice,
your waists are as tiny as tudi drums
and your long dark eyes touch your ears.

Open your doors.

22. Your breasts grow every day

becoming large and round on both sides.

Even scholars and sages

with their minds controlled and without worldly desires,
become weak when they see your still-growing breasts
that are ample and round.

Open your tall doors that are locked tight.

23. Your curly hair shakes beautifully

and you are as lovely as peacocks as they wake from sleep.
When you walk your anklets sing beautifully.

You speak softly and your words are as cool as dew.

Open your doors.

24. When you cannot embrace

the generous king Naradungan

in your sweet dreams, you become angry

10



and fight with him in the day. Open your tall doors.

25. When your husbands embrace you,

you pretend you are angry

and prattle with your soft baby-like voices, saying,
“Do not hold our dress,

do not hold our dress.”

But you really mean,

“Do not let it fall! Do not let it fall!”

You stand without moving, showing your love.

O, girls, as lovely as swans, open the doors.

26. You feel happy in your dreams

and, thinking that all the love of the king Valavathungan

belongs only to you,
in the night you stroke
the marks of his nails on your breasts.

Open your doors.

27. Even when you want to have a fight

with your husbands, you smile.

Happy, they come near you

thinking that you are not angry with them anymore
as you smile at them

with your sweet coral-like mouths

filled with teeth that glisten like diamonds.

But then your eyes shed pearl-like tears.

Open your doors, open your doors.

11



28. O beautiful ones,

when you pretend you are sleeping,

your young husbands, worrying you may wake up,
only hold your hands gently.

But you continue to pretend to sleep

and do not open your sharp eyes.

Open your doors, open your doors.

29. In the night, you have a dream

that you are in a procession with our king,
worshiped by his enemies,

but it is only a dream and doesn’t happen in the day,
so you tell your friends

what happened in your dream in the night.

Open your doors.

30. You wear pearl chains

and coral necklaces on your lovely breasts
that the handsome red mouths

of your husbands have kissed.

Open your golden doors studded with diamonds.

31. When your eyes fall on the lovely athi garland

on the chest of the generous Chola monarch Manadan

you search for your eyes
because you do not know where they have gone.

Open your tall golden doors.

32. Your fish-shaped eyes that reach to your ears

12



and touch your beautiful ear rings are long and cruel
like the weapons of our Chola king,

adorned with a Vanji garland.

He defeated the Pandyan king with his fish banner
and made him run away frightened from his Kudal city.

O, beautiful ones! Open your diamond-studded doors.

33. When you embrace your husbands

you are excited and cannot sleep.

Your coral-like mouths and dark eyes become red.
Your feelings cannot be controlled

and you smile with joy.

Open your doors.

34. You are excited when you embrace your husbands
and your clothes become loose.

You take the bright rays of the moon

thinking that they are your clothes

and try to wear them.

Open your doors.

35. Even though the victorious king Jayadharan
embraced you in the day, you think it was a dream.
You tell your friends what you saw in your dream
and when they tease you and laugh

you realize that he really came and embraced you.

Open your doors.

36. O shy, lovely girls!
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Your husbands promised

that they would not leave you

but they went away and now you suffer.
At night, your passion grows so strong
you can only pretend to sleep.

Open your adorned golden doors.

37. Intoxicated, you didn’t know

what you were doing

and you slept on your husbands’ chests all night,
making them beds of pleasure.

Now you do not know dawn has come.

Open your beautiful golden doors.

38. You wait for your precious husbands to return
but they have not come yet.

You close your minds

and doors in disappointment,

but then open them immediately in hope.

Open your doors.

39. As you walk your two breasts
look like two lovely lotus buds
that bloomed on a green stalk
that rose from your navel.

Open your beautiful golden doors.

40. When the Pandiyan kings with fish banners,

were defeated by the Cholas and ran into the forest

14



you were brought from the Pandyan kingdom
and now are kept in Chola palaces.

O lovely ones, open your doors.

41. O women of the Kerala mountains

and the Tulu country!

You are the tribute given to the Chola kingdom
that flourishes with abundant rolling water.

Open the doors of your homes.

42. O beautiful ones,

your priceless chains dance on your breasts

and your eyes dance, reaching to your earrings.
You embrace the arms of your beloved husbands
and dance like peacocks that dance on the hills!

Open your doors.

43. O girls of the Karnataka land!
Mixing some Telugu with some Tamil
you prattle sweet words like babies
and walk softly to your doors.

Open your golden doors.

44. You wish to fight with your husbands
when they embrace you,

and you say “Don’t embrace me!”

But then you faint when their hands

that hold you become loose.

Open your golden diamond-studded doors.
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45. When your passionate husbands
come to love you, their eyes grow red.
You see them and feel excited.

You smile and tease them

and their passion grows.

Open your golden, decorated doors.

46. O terivai women,

you wake up with bright faces and smile.
In one hand you hold your thick hair
decorated with fragrant flowers

and with the other you hold up

your falling garments that flow everywhere.

Open your doors.

47. You remove your clothes
when no one sees you

and look at the marks of the nails
of your husbands on your breasts.
Looking at your breasts

you feel like a poor person

who suddenly gains wealth

and your hearts are excited.

Open your doors.

48. Kama, the handsome god of love,
thinks that your thick eyes

have both the power of the poison



and the sweetness of the nectar
that rose from the milky ocean and he bows to you.
Like Kama’s arrows that steal the hearts of all,

your eyes steal the lives and feelings of those who love you.

49. O beautiful ones,

you walk smiling

and your teeth, like a string of garlands,
glisten on your lotus faces.

Your teeth and your face shine

like the crescent moon and full moon together
and the light of both moons

falls on the pearl chains

that decorate your bud-like breasts.

Come and open the doors.

50. O beautiful ones,

you pluck fragrant red lilies dripping with honey
and with them you pluck

the dear lives of innocent young men.

You twist them and put them in your hair.

Open your lovely golden doors.

51. When your lovers embraced you tightly,
they worried that they might have hurt you
and left you gently and went away.

You make circular drawings and think

that they will come back soon

and you shed cool tears on the sand and make it wet.



Your tears erase the drawings on the floor,

and you cry more and more. Open your doors.

52. When you fight with your husbands,

your bodies become pale.

Your round tender coconut-like breasts grow thin.
Your red-lined eyes that are like karuvilam flowers

shed tears. Open your tall golden doors.

53. When you are with your lovers
your thick bound hair becomes loose.
The bands on your waist

and your other ornaments grow slack
but both of your breasts stay firm.

Such is your nature. Open your doors.

54. O beautiful ones,

when you feel love for your husbands,

you begin to speak nervously.

Your sword-like eyes become red,

and your red lips become pale.

The moisture in your mouth becomes palm wine,
and you cannot think anymore.

Such is your nature. Open your doors.

55. To cure the wounds
your husbands received in war,
you put your warm round breasts on them,

and the medicine that they receive
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are the kisses that you give
with your mouths as sweet as fruit.

Open your tall pure golden doors.

56. O beautiful ones,

you have wounded the young warriors

by looking at them with your spear-like eyes.
You embrace them

with your soft hands and your two breasts

and that embrace is medicine to cure their wounds.

Open your doors.

57. O lovely girls,

the bees that swarm around your hair

to drink honey from the flowers,

afraid that your waists may break

because of their weight,

fly away, but then they return because

their only refuge is your hair.

They fly away from your hair,

come back and swarm around it again and again.
Such is the beauty of your hair,

Open your decorated doors.

58. O young women,

your shining anklets seem to cry out,
“Stop walking, stop walking!

If both your breasts move,

your waists will break, they will break.
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You are our refuge, You are our refuge!”

Open your doors.

59. O beautiful shy women!

Bees swarm around your hair

decorated with fragrant flowers.

Your quarreling fish-eyes dart back and forth.
Your walk is as graceful as the Kauviri river
where waves break on both of its shores,
fish swim and frolic

and fragrant flowers dripping with honey

bloom everywhere. Open your tall golden doors.

60. O arivai women,

the bees that swarm around your thick hair

are like a roof that shades you

because they worry that the moon will rise

and pour its bright rays on your vase-like breasts
smeared with sandal paste.

Open your doors.

61. O lovely ones,

when you embrace your husbands,

your eyes steal the redness of your mouths,
and your mouths steal

the whiteness of your flower-like eyes.
From your mouths you give

the nectar of love to your husbands.

Open your shining doors.
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62. O beautiful ones,

your foreheads that are like crescent moons,
sweat with small drops of pearl-like water.

The chains on your breasts swing.

Your thick forest-like hair

decorated with chengaluneer flowers
becomes disheveled.

The bangles on your hands tinkle loudly

but you do not stop embracing your husbands.

Open your doors, Open your doors.

63. O shy ones,

when you embrace your husbands,

the strings around your waists do not move,

but your lovely dresses become loose.

We sing the praise of our king of Kanchi city
the conquerer of destroyed the Kalinga country.

Open the doors and let us praise our king.

64. Listen to the valor of Karunagaran

who sent his cruel arrows and conquered Lanka.

We sing the praise of Karunagaran
conquerer of the Kalinga country.

Open your doors.

65. When you are separated
from your loving husbands,

you think of all their mistakes
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and are distressed,
but then you see them and you forget everything.

Open your lovely golden doors.

66. When you play with your husbands,
your fragrant breasts dance on your chests.

Bees sing swarming around your long hair

decorated with flower garlands dripping with honey.

Your eyes dart and touch your ears and dance.

Open your doors.

67. O beautiful, shy girls,

you silence the mouths of your parrots
when they repeat the words you spoke
when you embraced your husbands

in the excitement of love.

Open your golden doors studded with jewels.

68. Every day you shiver

and are afraid of staying alone

where the bright moon shines.

You enter into a room

where there is no moonlight

but you are afraid of staying there also
because it is dark.

Open your beautiful golden doors.

69. You think, “He will come!”

and open the doors.

22



You think “He will not come!” and close the doors.
You open and close your doors all night until dawn
and the knobs on your doors become loose.

Open your doors.

70. O sweet terivais,

you quarrel with your husbands

but then when they make peace with you,

you love them.

In your excitement you seem to lose your minds

and search for them. Open the doors.

71. Your lovers pacify you by saying,

“Your words are musical and as sweet as nectar.”
You want them to praise you more

and you kill them with your murderous looks.

Open your tall golden doors.

72. O beautiful shy ones,

you are afraid that your husbands

who never stop loving you

will be parted from you.

Your eyes shed tears like rain.

You mark the floor with your toes over the tears

that have fallen from your eyes. Open your doors.

73. The beauty of your waists decorated with kanchi ornaments
and your round hill-like breasts

torment your husbands.
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You take away their lives with your love.

Open your beautiful golden doors.

74. O lovely women!

You take the dark red kaluneer flowers
and the hearts of young men of this world
and put them both on your hair.

Open your beautiful golden doors.

PART 3. Kadu, Kovil and Devi (75 -133)

The Forest and The Temple of the Goddess and the description of her.

Kadu, Kovil and Devi.
Chapter 3. Kadu padiyadu. Song of the Forest (75 -96)
The Forest of the Goddess

75. Let me sing the praise

of the forest of the goddess.

She gives her grace to the peys and fills their stomachs
with the porridge they have made

from the flesh and fat of the Kalinga warriors

who died in the war.

76. In the forest many trees can be seen—
burnt karai trees, black cuurai trees,

veerai trees that smoke with fire,

burnt bamboo trees,

the bark of parai trees split off and fallen down,

burnt palai trees, and dried oomai trees,
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77. Fallen vellil trees,
shrunken nelli trees,

dried thumpai and vel trees
split mulli plants,

destroyed valli trees,

split kalli plants—

all are spread throughout the forest.

78. Dried vakai trees, shrunken kuhai roots,
ruined thetri trees, fallen pieces of vel trees,

hardened ekai creepers, split bamboo trees,

broken pungu trees, all are spread throughout the forest.

79. Why does the sun enter into all the open places
in the cruel burning forest?

Does he search with his rays without stopping

for the paths where his wife’'s shadow

Shayai might have gone?

80. The terrible eagles that circle around

with their shadows

look as if they are frightened of the heat

and when they fly away from the burning forest
they fly so fast without stopping

that even their shadows can’t be seen.

81. The shadows of the trees are frightened
and move away from the trunks of the trees

because they think,
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“If we stay here anymore
the sun may dry us with its heat,
or the dried-out trees may drink us up

because they cannot find any water.”

82. The burning red ground
looks like a metal plate made of melted fire.
The doves that fly above look like smoke

rising from the flaming ground.

83. The mouths of thirsty deer become dry
and they try to drink water from the burning fields.
They lick the ground with their tongues

but there is no water and as they try to drink

they choke on the saliva that forest dogs have drooled.

84. How could it be possible for anyone on earth
to walk through that burning forest?

Even the powerful gods in the sky

do not put their feet on that ground

because they fear its heat will burn them,

85. Listen, | will tell you

why the sun does not ride on his wonderful horses
in the sky day and night.

Surely the horses will grow tired

if they must return at night

without rest and cross through the heat

of the forest of the Anangu.
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86. The white moon and the dark clouds,

thinking they should somehow cross the forest,

move slowly, but it is so hot that they begin to run fast.

Doesn’t the sweat that they shed as they run,

fall as rain and dew on the earth?

87. Do you know why the gods in the sky

use the clouds as a screen for shade

and the nectar-dripping moon to fan themselves?
Isn’t it because they cannot bear

the terrible heat that comes from the forest?

88. The burning trees, blackened and smoking,
look like peys that cannot run away from the forest.

They stand, weep and sigh

because the goddess Modi has ordered them to stay there.

89. Old snakes that come out

of the holes from the tall dried trees,
look like lean old, hungry peys.
They extend their dried tongues,

from their waterless mouths.

90. People walk in the forest

and search for water all around and their eyes
move like a ranging whirlwind.

They see a water-like mirage in the desert

that seems to float all around them
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but when they run near to drink the water,

they cannot find any.

91. As the whirlwind blows away the ashes
of the burned bodies of the warriors

the jewels that were buried

in the burned ash-covered ground

shine like fire covered with smoke.

92. The dried-out bamboo plants,
unable to stand on the earth,

spit out pearls that look like tears.
Do they shed tears

because they pity the desert for its heat?

93. The pearls thrown out from the bamboo plants
and scattered all over the ground

look like drops of water

that the forest sweats because of the heat.

Do they look like blisters on the forest’s body?

94. The strong waves of the ocean
break constantly on the banks,

and the elephants of the eight directions
wave their ears like fans

because they want to protect
themselves from the heat of the wind

that blows from the large hot forest.
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95. The forest where the goddess Anangu stays
looks like the battlefield

where our famous king Abhayan fought angrily
with his enemies, the Pandiyans.

The Pandyan kings ran away on paths

filled with stones and thorns

and crossed the rivers Vellaru and Kottaru

that were filled with smoke that rose from the war.

96. The monkeys in the Anangu’s forest
that want to fight for our king

as the monkeys did in Lanka

cannot find any sand

and cannot build a bridge.

Chapter 4. Koyil Padiyadu. Song of the Temple - poems (97 -120)

The peys building a temple for the goddess.

97. I will describe the new temple
that the peys built for the Anangu
even though the god Brahma had built

an old temple in the forest before.

98. The peys placed in the foundation of the temple
large diamonds of the queens of the enemy kings
of our king Manadan, the conquerer.

He fought his enemies with his shining sword

and sent them to the world of Yama,
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and he sits under his royal umbrella and rules.

99. The peys built the walls of the temple

by piling up the dark heads of the Chera warriors.

They were ordered to fight by their kings and lost their lives
and their blood and fat were mixed and used

as cement to build the walls.

100. The peys built the pillars

and the beams of the temple

with large trees that the Chola elephants
broke from the forts of the enemy kings

of our king Abhayan, the patron of the learned.

101. The peys constructed

the vertical and the horizontal beams

for the ceiling of the temple

using the tusks and the large bones of the elephants

that died in the war in Mythila city.

102. The peys decorated the ceiling of the temple
with the yazhi, elephant, boar

and lion banners of the enemy kings

that were brought from the battlefield

where our king Abhayan fought and conquered

his enemy Virudarajan and other kings.

103. The peys covered the roof of the temple

and decorated it with the face cloth
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of the angry elephants that fought in the battle
where our king Cholasekaran fought with his shining sword
in the bloody war on the banks of the Thungabathra river,

and conquered his enemy Kings.

(Note: Kulothungan I, fought with the king of Kundalam, Vikramadithiya VI,
and his brother Jeyadungan on the banks of the Thungabatra river and conquered

them.)

104. The peys whose mouths are like burning wood,
built the towers and the tall walls of the temple
that shine like silver, with the white bones

of the warriors they protected and guarded.

105. Strong peys planted two beautiful pillars
at the front door of temple,
bent a dark iron rod, and connected the pillars.

They hung crocodile-shaped decorations on the rods.

106. The peys hung the heads of warriors and children
as decorations for the walls,

and the cloths made of fat for the the temple’s curtains.

107. The peys hung on the walls of the temple,

the winnow-like ears of the elephants

of the Pandyans who did not obey the Cholas.

They used the crocodile-shaped decorations from Madurai

and hung them like swings studded with diamonds.



108. The pey devotees of the goddess

swept the temple, cleaned its floor

using fresh blood as water,

and sprinkled fat as flowers.

Doesn’t the fat that they sprinkled,

look like shining lights that brighten the forest?

109. The strong heroic warriors, never weary of fighting,
worship the goddess and say,

“Give us the boons that we want

and we will cut off parts of our body

and offer them to you.”

The loud sound of their pleas

spreads everywhere

like the roaring sound of the ocean.

110. No one can describe

the power of the sacrificial fire

that the warriors made

with their chest bones for firewood.

They used the blood that drips from their bodies

as ghee to worship the goddess.

111. The warriors cut off their own heads

and gave them into Anangu’s hands.

Those heads praised Korravai, the goddess of victory
as the headless trunks

stood and worshipped her.
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112. The andalai birds that saw

the heads with long hair that the warriors had cut off
and put on the large sacrificial mounds

thought they were also andalai birds,

but when they went near, them,

they were frightened.

113. Some warriors cut off their heads for sacrifice
and thought, “We are cutting off our heroic heads
and our duties are over

and there is nothing more for us to do.”

Some hungry peys saw the headless bodies
wandering around and were pleased,

wishing to eat them.

They went behind the bodies

hoped that the bodies would fall.

114. Some warriors shouted,

“O goddess, here is the fresh blood

of a bull killed today.

Take this as our offering!”

Roaring like thunder the voices of those warriors
rose above and split the sky

and sounded like many drums beaten together.

115. A group of peys, the Sadagas,
the guards of the goddess from ancient time,
came to the forest

when they heard the sound of the drums



and the goddess Amari was pleased to see them.

116. The Yogini girls walked and chattered
carrying swords in their right hands
and fresh heads of the warriors in their left.

They approached the goddess as their waists swayed.

117. The peys were terrified to see the heads of the warriors
that hung from the tops of the long bamboo trees,

their eyes wide open, looking around and laughing.

The peys could not close their eyes to sleep at night

thinking of those heads of the warriors.

118. The large heads of the warriors
hanging and swaying on long bamboo poles
and dripping blood everywhere like rain
looked like Yama’s long hook thrown

to take the lives of the warriors.

119. The peys with their fire-like mouths,
searching for food for their babies,

approached the murderous foxes whose screams
were like the sound of large drums,

and they grabbed the meat from their mouths.

120. The burning ground was filled
with vultures that ate fat and flesh
and the forest was filled

with fire, cotton, rotten corpses, peys,



and fighting foxes.
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Chapter 5. Deviyaip padiyadu. Song of Praise of the Goddess. (poems 121 - 132)

121. Why should | describe the clothes and the ornaments
on the body of the goddess saying

“She has this, She has that" as others do?

| will describe the parts of the body of goddess Modi

that the devotees worship and praise.

122. Her tender feet are decorated with anklets
studded with large diamonds, pearls and stars
and the cord used to tie the jewels

is Adisesha, the snake, the bed of Vishnu

who carries the earth

and the snake Vasuki that was used as the rope

when the milky ocean was churned.

123. The goddess Kali dances

praising the famous king Jayadharan

the conquerer of the world,

whom the Parani poems praise.

When she dances and puts one foot on the earth

carried by Adisesha and the elephants of eight directions
that guard the world,

she makes a hole in the earth so it shakes.

124. The goddess decorates her breasts,

that look like two pots filled with nectar



with beautiful pearl-colored powder

and marks them with her own signet.
Then she goes to the forest of Shiva
wishing to unite with him, the rider of a bull

with the beautiful white crescent moon in his matted hair.

125. When Anangu embraced the god

with an eye on his forehead and long matted hair,
the highest god Shiva was pleased

and gave her an elephant skin for a dress,

the intestines of the elephant for her belt,

and a snake to tie around her waist.

The goddess was pleased to wear them all.

126. Her divine womb

gave birth to Brahma, the creator of the Vedas,
Vishnu, dark as a cloud,

Ganesha dripping with ichor

and Murugan bright as gold,

the strong god with a spear,

who, bending his bow, shot his arrows,

and destroyed the clan of Asuras.

127. To please Shiva,

the goddess wears white pearl and coral chains
on her golden breasts.

For her upper cloth, she ties a snake that spits fire
on her chest and then she goes to see

Shiva, strong as an elephant,



and stays in the Kailasa hills
wearing the skin of an elephant

that eats round balls of food and drips ichor.

128. When the goddess takes in her hands the blood
that pours like rain from the heads

sacrificed by the warriors and drinks it up,

her hands become red

and when she washes them in the ichor

dripping from the elephants, they become black.

Thus her lotus-like hands shine red and black.

129. When the gods and the asuras
churned the milky ocean,

golden Meru mountain melted,

the wide oceans smoked without water,
and all the directions became hot.
Then when Shiva drank the poison
that came out of the milky ocean

and his neck became dark,

the goddess gave him water like nectar
from her lips as sweet as fruits

and saved Shiva, the lord of the Himalayas.

130. The goddess melts for the goodness

of her devotees and shows compassion to them
and takes away the enmity of all the worlds.
She has small pearl-like teeth,

coral-like lips and a divine face.
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She speaks innocently like a baby prattling.
She looks in all directions with her beautiful eyes

that extend to her ears.

131. The goddess’s face shines like the bright moon,
the ancestor of the famous Vengi dynasty

that is as great and ancient as the Vedas,

in which our king, virtuous and just Abhayan, was born.
The kumkum on her face shines like the sun,

the ancestor of Chola dynasty.

132. If the goddess wears on both ears
the great mountains of the earth

they become her earrings.

If she strings the hills on a rope

and wears them on her chest,

they become her chain.

133. If she holds mountains in her lotus hands,
she can use them as ammanai balls

or kazangu to play with.

Is there anything that

she cannot do if she wants?

PART 4 Peys : Description of the Peys (verses152-211)

The story of the Pey from the Himalayas, its magic and it tells all the Peys, the history
of the Chola kings as it was described by Narada to him. (Chapters 6, 7 and 8)



Chapter 6. Peyhalaip padiyadu. Song of the Peys (134 -152)

Description of the peys.

134. All the divine beings
worship the feet of mighty Anangu.
| will describe the alagais of the Anangu,

staying with her always and obeying her orders

135. The peys grow thinner every day,
and because they are hungry

their stomachs look like big empty pots
and their hands and legs

look like tall dark palm trees in the forest.

136. Their mouths compete with deep caves
because they want to be deeper than they are.
Their stomachs are never full

however much they have eaten.

When they sit bending their long legs,

their knees rise four and a half feet above their faces.

137. Their thin, fleshless bodies look like unburned wood
and their bones stick together with their nerves.

They shout often, “We do not get any porridge

from the battlefield where men are killed

and we are weak now. How could you ask us to work?”

138. Their cheeks are so thin that they stick together
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inside their mouths and cannot be pulled apart.
Their eyes are as bright as burning torches
and look like small round hills with deep caves

where one can enter and see inside.

139. Their dried backs without any flesh
look like boats that are overturned.
Their large navels look like holes

where snakes and huge lizards can enter and sleep.

140. The hair on their bodies hangs like snakes
and the holes on their old noses are filled with moss.
Owils live in their ears

and bats fly back and forth between their two ears.

141. Their teeth are like the tips

of axes and plows arranged together.
They use snhakes for their thali chains
and chameleons for their pendants.
Their heads touch the sky and split it.

They have long lips that hang down and touch their chests.

142. If the baby Alahais see the bamboo plants near them,
they shout, “Mother, mother!”.

If the mother Alahais see thin camels,

they say, “These are my children, my children!”

and carry them on their waists.

143. The peys are so hungry



that their stomachs have burned

like the forest where the Pandiyan king

hid with his fish banner

when he was chased by our king Abhayan

who holds a tiger banner and gives with his golden hands

more to the world than the clouds.

144. The peys do not get any food and they think,
“Our death is near!”

They worship the goddess Anangu,

and stay near her without moving even once

from wherever she tells them to stay.

145. Some peys of the Anangu are lame
because they slipped and fell

and broke their ankles on the brains

of our king’s enemies that spilled

and spread all over the battlefield

where our king Abhayan’s

elephants that can attack lions fought.
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146. Some peys of Anangu have broken their right hands because when they made

porridge,
pounding the white teeth of the warriors as rice
and using the tusks of the elephants for pestles,

the pestles hurt them on the battlefield

where our king Virudaraja bhayangaran fought his enemies.

147. Some peys of the Anangu are blind
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because the hot porridge that they cooked

mixing blood and intestines

splashed and blinded them in one eye

on the battlefield of Chakkarakkottam, where our king,

Virudaraja Bhayankaran, conquered his enemies.

148. Some peys of the Anangu are dumb

because when they cooked sweet hot porridge

on the battlefield in Madurai,

praising the king of the Ponni river that nurtures the fields,
and ate it hot, their tongues burned

and they became dumb and unable to speak.

149. Some peys cannot hear because they became deaf
when they heard the roaring sound

of the victorious warriors on the battlefield

where our Chola king Abhayan,

adorned with the aimbadaithali ornament,

conquered his enemies in the city of Thimiri,

riding on his horse that was so strong

that it could fight an elephant.

150. Some peys of Anangu are short

because the Chola peys brought short female bhudams
that served the Pandiyan warriors, died in the war

and married them and their new wives

gave birth to short baby bhudams.

151. Some peys of the Anangu are hunch-backed
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because when a group of them bathed,

swimming in the stream of blood,

they got sick with kurakkuvadam

and became hunch-backed on the battlefield
where the Chola king Gangaikonda Cholan fought
and destroyed the country of Kadaram

surrounded with wide, sounding oceans.

152. Some peys of the Anangu have broken fingers
because they were cooks and they entered the ocean,
swam and hurt their fingers on the battlefield

where our Chola king fought ferociously

and conquered Lanka and the southern Pandiyan country.

Chapter 7. Indira jalam - The Magic show by a Pey. (poems 153- 177)

A pey ran away to the Himalayas because he was afraid of the goddess and returned
from the Himalayas and showed the magic that he has learnt there,

to the goddess and the servant peys.

153. The cot for the goddess was made of bones,
tied with intestines and painted with red blood.
Small bhudams sat under the cot

and they became the legs of the cot.

The goddess sat on the cot

and the peys stood around her and whispered to her.

154. On the cot five mattresses were piled

and peys were bent and made into pillows.



Bedsheets were made of the white fat of warriors

as moonlight fell on the bed to make it bright.

155. The goddess protects the Cholas

and destroys the Pandiyans in the war.

She carries a pindipalam weapon and sat on the bed.
Idahinis, her female servants,

stood around both sides of her bed

and fanned her to chase away the flies.

156. The tall chief pey of the temple held a stick
decorated with the nerves and bones of elephants,
and came near the goddess and worshipped her.
He wore a shirt made of fat

and decorated with the intestines

of warriors that had died in the war.

157, 158. The chief pey of the temple said,
‘A messenger was sent

by the Chola king Suraguru to Yama,

and he cut off his head and gave it to you as a sacrifice.
But a thief pey stole that head and ate it.
You cut off that thief pey’s head

and put it on the messenger’s body.

Some of the relatives of that thief pey
were afraid of you and the Chola king

and ran away from here.

You know them all in your divine heart.

Some of the peys ran away and one of them



went to the Himalayas and came back and told me,
‘I am a devotee of the goddess and | want to see her.”
This pey has not done anything wrong.

What is your gracious order?”

159. The Anangu heard the request

and ordered, “Bring him!”

and the temple pey called the pey from the Himalayas
and he came slowly near the Anangu,

worshipped her and said,

“I was worried about coming here,

but | am approaching you

because you have ordered me to come.

O Anangu, forgive me and give me your grace.”

160. The Anangu said, “When | cut off the head
of the thieving kuli pey

and put his head on the headless pey,

| forgave all of you and there is no reason for you to worry.”

The Pey from Himalaya says:

161. The pey from the Himalayas
worshipped the goddess and said,

‘I am saved by your kindness.

When | stayed in the hills of Himalayas,

| learned thousands of fine magical tricks.
Please sit, look at them and enjoy.”

Then the pey from the Himalayas
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showed the scenes of war with his magic
and described them

as the goddess and all other peys looked on.

162. He said, “O goddess,

show us your grace with your kind eyes.

Do you see the elephant trunks on my hand?
When | make them come into my other hand,

they change into the heads of angry elephants.

163. “O goddess, See! The peys drink the blood
that comes from the elephants’ heads,
scream like loud thunder, and run around in circles.

See! there are headless bodies floating there.

164. “Hail to our goddess!

There is so much to show you!

See the terrible fight

on the battlefield in the city of Kadakkam
where king Abhayan got victory.

See now that great Parani of the battlefield!

165. “O goddess, see the horses falling and dying!
See how the limbs cut from their bodies throb!
See how the rutting elephants are frightened and run away!

See the blood flowing like hundreds of rivers!

166. “O goddess, see how the arms that were cut off

float in the blood of rivers.
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See the long intestines that float there.
See how the foxes pull the broken legs of the warriors to eat

and slip on the warriors’ brains.

167. “O goddess, see the fat

and see how the ground stinks with it!
See the battlefield filled with corpses.
And see some of the stranger peys

that do not belong to us.”

168. When the pey from the Himalayas

showed all these things,

the other peys thought everything was real

and were frightened.

Then, wanting to eat the illusory meat they had seen,
they fell one over the other on the empty floor

and broke their legs.

169. The peys that fell on the floor,

shouted “Here is fresh blood!”

They scooped and scooped the imaginary blood
with their empty hands, got up and then fell again.
They searched for the meat on the floor

thinking that the flesh that they had in their hands

might have fallen.

170. The peys said,
“We got clothes made of fat to wear!”

and they tied imaginary cloths of fat around their waists



with their empty hands.
They bit the air and ground their teeth

as if they were biting the heads of the warriors.

171. One thin pey, looked like a rope on a hanging pot,
imagined that there were bodies on the floor

and tried to grab them.

The other peys also ground their teeth,

and fell on the floor one over another

and tried to grab bodies where there were none.

172. Because the peys fell on the floor,

their nails huge as winnows broke

and their faces became hot and wounded.
The Yogini women saw them

and laughed swaying and bending their waists

so much that it seemed their chest bones might break.

173. When they saw the magic of the pey

from the Himalayas,

the peys wanted to eat flesh and became very hungry.
They worshiped their ruler, Anangu,

trembled and told her, “All of us will die.

Please stop the magic of the Himalayan pey right now!”

174. The pey from the Himalayas
worshipped the goddess and said to her,
“All the scholars of arts and other skills

come to our victorious king Abhayan
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with a shining sword

and ask him if he would like to see all the tricks
that they have learned.

Our king sees all our magic

and you should also see my magic

and give me your grace.”

175. All the other peys said,

“O magician, O sinner!

If you do any more magic and hurt us,

we swear on our queen Anangu that it is not right.”
The Anangu told the pey from the Himalayas,
“Now stop your magic.

Tell us where have you learned all your tricks.”

176, 176. The pey from the Himalayas said.

“When you and the king Suraguru became angry at me,
| was afraid, and thought that | should not stay here,
and went to the Himalayas.

There Auvai taught me many kinds of magic

and told me that your anger will go away

if | go to you and show you my tricks.

She also said that the divine Rudra Yogini

is your old devotee

and | could learn many things from her.

She asked me to stay with her.

And so | spent some time there learning magic.”
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Chapter 8. iraca parampariyam (Poems 178-211)
History of the Chola Dynasty told by the Pey to the goddess as he heard from sage
Naradar.
(Naradar, the sage told the history and the victories and history of the Chola kings
before and after the king Karikalan. Karikalan inscribed the history of the Chola kings
as Naradar told him on the hills of the Himalayas. The speaker of the first part of this

section is the pey from the Himalayas and later the Anangu.)

The Pey from Himalaya says:

178. When the Chola king Karikalan went

to the northern countries to fight,

the Himalaya mountain stopped him.

He turned the hill upside down with a chendu weapon, planted his tiger banner on it
and said

to Himalaya, “May you become as before!”

and made the hill straight again.

179. Narada, the divine sage, the scholar of the Vedas,
who knows past, present and future, came there,
praised and blessed the king Karikalan and said,

“O king, there is no one equal to you

on this earth surrounded by oceans!

There is one thing | would like to tell you. Listen!”

180. Narada continued,
“In ancient times the sage Vyasa, the son of Parasarar,
told the story of Bharatham to the elephant-headed Ganesa

and Ganesa wrote the story with one hand,



using his tusk as a pen.
It is hard to describe the great benefit
that the world received

because of that wonderful work.

181. “The divine stories of Bharatham

and the stories of the highest gods in it

are all like the true and ancient four Vedas.
This Chola history that | am going to tell you
is as great as the stories of the Vedas.

You must inscribe this history

on the summit of the Himalayas.

Listen to this famous history.

182. “Vishnu is the first one of Chola dynasty.
No one can describe him and his power.
He is the creator of the world and its seven divisions,

and the creator of humanity, praised by gods.

183. “Vishnu engendered the sages

and they created the Rgveda, the Upanishads, the Ashtagams,
the Sangidais and all the other sastras.

Together, these contain the rules that instruct

all people how to live.

184. “Brahma was born from the lotus
growing from the navel of Vishnu
and all the Chola kings, protecting the earth

were born in the dynasty of Brahma.
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Chola history is like the faultless Vedas
because the ancestors of the Cholas
are Vishnu and Brahma themselves.
The god Vishnu of the Vedas

was to be born as king Abhayan.”

185. The sage Narada told the history of the Cholas
beginning with Vishnu

who sleeps on a snake bed as Adisesha

and presents himself to his devotees.

Narada told the history up to Abhayan,

the king and the protector of this earth, and then departed.
The king Karikalan continued telling the history

as Narada had told him on the Himalayas.

The pey from the Himalayas continues to tell the the history of the Cholas to the

Anangu.

186. “Brahma was born from the lotus

from the divine navel of the ancient one, Vishnu.
The great Marici was the son of Brahma,

and Kasiban, the compassionate king,

was the son of Marici,

and the bright Sun god was born to Kasiban.

187. “King Manu, the son of Kasiban,
placed his son under the wheels of a chariot
to do justice to a mother cow who lost her calf

because the careless prince had killed it
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when he drove his chariot.
Even today, when the world hears his story,
it marvels at the wonderful sacrifice of the king.

King Ikuvagu was born to Manu.

188. “Ikuvagu’s son was Vihuchi,

and Kahustan, the heroic one was born to Vihuchi.
The strong king Kahustan, riding on an elephant,
conquered all the asuras

and helped the thousand-eyed Indra and the other gods.

189. “Kahustan’s son Mandada

was known for his kindness.

In his kingdom angry tigers and innocent deer
stayed on the same riverbank and drank water.
His son was the famous Musuhundan

and he conquered all the lands of the gods

and ruled them majestically.

190. “The king Brudulakshan

helped the gods in the sky

by giving them the sweet nectar

when they and the asuras churned the ocean of milk.
The Chola king Sibi cut his flesh

and put it on a scale to save a dove.

191. “The Suradirajan was the first king of the Chola dynasty,
and he gave the titles Rajakesari and Parakesari

to the future Cholas.
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The Chola kings with those titles
conquered and ruled all the seven worlds

under the tiger banner.

192. “The Chola king Killivalavan

argued with Yama and told him what was right.
King Kaveran brought the river Kaveri

to the Chola country.

The king Mrtyujit conquered Yama and told him

not to take lives in his country without warning.

193. “The Chola king Chitran conquered Indra

and made him the tiger on the Chola banner.

The Chola king Samutrajit dug a channel

to connect the eastern and the western oceans

so that ships could go from one side to the other.

The Chola king Panjapan cut his finger and gave his blood
to the five thirsty yakshas.

When a Chola king could not cross the ocean

in his boats because there was no wind,

he called Varuna and that god of wind came to help him.
Because the god Varuna obeyed him, the king gained the title,

Varunarajanaip Panikondavan.

194. “The Chola king Thungeyil Erinta Cholan
protected all the kings and his people.

He conquered the asuras, flew over their three forts
and brought affliction to everyone.

The Chola king Ubarisaran flew on a sky chariot
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studded with diamonds.
A Chola king increased dharma
and gave his navy to the Pandavas

until the Mahabharatha war ended.

195. “When the king Killivalavan went

to the underworld, he saw a Naga princess

with lovely spear-like eyes and white pearl-like teeth.

He fell in love with her and married her.

The Chola king Chenkanan released the Chera king
Kanaikkal irumporai from prison

when the poet Poyhaiyar sang

the Kalavalzi Narpadu in praise of the Chola king.

196. “Karikalvalavan had inscribed

the history of his ancestors as Narada had told him on the Himalayas

and returned to his country.
He rode on a strong elephant,
conquered the Pandyan and Chera kings

and the goddess of victory adorned his shoulders.

197. “Karikalan obtained a picture
of his enemy king Pradabarudran
and put out one of his eyes

on the picture because Pradabarudran obstructed

his workers when they built up the banks of the Kaveri river.

198. “Karikalan conquered the city Kuruvi

surrounded with ponds where fish frolic.
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He gave a hundred thousand gold coins
to the Tamil poet Rudra Kannanar
for composing the poem

Pattinappalai that praises him.

199. “Karikalan conquered the Chera king Perunjeralathan

and the Pandiyan king Nedunjeliyan, never retreated from battle,

and he made them wear torn clothes

and carry lamps on their heads.

200. “The Chola king Paranthahan
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riding on his elephant went to many countries under the sky and conquered them all.

He conquered the Pandiyan land and Lanka and his fame spread everywhere.

(Paranthahan I, has the title “Veeranarayanan.” He was the grandson of

Vijayalaya Cholan and son of Adithya I)

201. “The Chola king Rajarajan |,

the son of Parandahan, started a festival

on Sadaya Patchatram in the Chera country.

He rode on a matchless elephant like the rising sun,

conquered Udagai city and took many elephants.

202. “The king Rajendra Cholan I, son of Rajaraja Cholan I,
went to the northern lands where the Ganges flows

and ferociously conquered them.

In the city of Mannai, he fed Ganges water

to his elephants that fought in the war.

He conquered the country of Kadaram



surrounded with roaring oceans with cool white waves

and ruled it under his royal umbrella.

203. “The Chola king Rajadhirajan |

conquered the city of Kampili

and planted his pillar of victory there.

He rode on his elephant

that was decorated with a kimburi ornament,
fought in Kalyanapuram and conquered that city.
He stamped his tiger seal

on all the mountains in all directions.

204. “The king Rajendra Chola, strong as an elephant,
the grandson of Vijayalaya Cholan,

riding on his victorious elephant,

conquered his enemy king

in the city of Koppai on the bank of the Krishna river
and was crowned on the battlefield.

Sitting beneath his royal umbrella,

he protected the world.

(The Chola king Rajendran was crowned on the battlefield when his brother
Rajadhirajan died in the war as they both fought opposing the Chalukya king

Agavamallan in the city Koppai, on the banks of Krishna river.)

205. “The Chola king Rajamahendran,
followed new traditions
different than those of the Vedas,

the first books that described ancient traditions.



The traditions that this king followed were superior to the laws of Manu.
He protected dharma and made it flourish

as he sat beneath his royal umbrella and ruled the kingdom.

206. “King Veerarajendran, brother of Rajamahendran,

fought with his enemies and conquered the Kunthalars

in the city of Kudala-sangamam and protected his people.

After Veerarajendran, Kulothungan I,

became the Chola king and the world praised him, saying,

“What tapas has the earth goddess done for the king Abhyan to become king to

protect her?”

207. “As long as all the three worlds abide,

as long as the Vedas of the well-born abide,

as long as the hills and the oceans on this earth abide,
king Abhayan will rule this earth with justice

and protect it.

208. “Without missing anything

king Karikalan wrote down

the matchless history of the Cholas

and their ancient dynasty as Naradar narrated it
on the summit of the Himalayas

so that its tradition and its fame

could never vanish or be destroyed.”

209, 210. The pey from the Himalayas finished saying,
“When Karikalan finished writing,

he said, ‘If anyone reads this history
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all his wrong deeds will be forgiven.”

The Anangu heard the lineage of

our king Abhayan, the son of the goddess of earth
and said to the Himalayan pey,

“You are wise to remember this whole history

and tell it to us.

| am happier now than when | gave

birth to my son Abhayan.”

211. The Anangu, the protector of all the peys
and of the fame of the king Jayadungan,
the ruler of all the world under his one royal umbrella,
said, “The king will certainly protect this earth.”
PART 5
Chapter 9. Pey muraippadu. The complaints of the peys (poems 212-231)

The servants peys complain to the goddess that they are hungry and the goddess

tells them that there will be a war and they will get plenty of food. They are pleased.

The servant peys complain:

212. The servant peys of the goddess complained,
“O compassionate goddess, beloved of Shiva

in whose divine matted hair the Ganges flows!

We were not born as the fortunate Bhudams
protected by king Abhayan,

but we were born as peys to suffer.

213. “Who can protect us unless
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you hear our troubles and show us your grace?
We do not need a body if our lives

are going to disappear,

just as there is no need for a fort

to protect a city that is already destroyed.

214. “We are so exhausted

that we do not have the strength any more
even to get more tired.

We grow thinner day after day

and grow continually weaker.

We could not stand against any enemy

and we could not escape from them.

215. “We are like dried wood fit only for burning.

Our bodies grow emaciated
and we have no way to be healthy.
We are so hungry that we want to die,

but you make it hard for us even do that.

216. “Even dying is hard for us.

Did we commit many sins in our last births?
Is that why the four-headed god Brahma
put hunger in our stomachs?

We are sinners, there is nothing for us to eat.

217. “We are so thin that the wind blows us like chaff and we cannot stay in one

place.

We are so hungry that we have eaten
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half of our tongues and lips.
Now we have only half of our mouths.
We are your slaves.

Show us your grace and save us.

218. “If the other kings give him tribute

our king Ahalangan gives his grace to them,
but he shows no compassion to us.

His elephants stay in their sheds

and rest without going to fight

and so we cannot get our food from the battlefields.

See, we your slaves are very hungry,

growing thin and exhausted.

219. “Our noses smell fat, our lips throb,
a1d our mouths feel the taste of meat

as flies buzz around us.

We are alive only because we see these good omens

that show us that good things are coming,

otherwise we would die today.”

220. The servant peys breathed hard
and complained loudly.

The pey from the Himalayas

heard the complaints of the other peys

and approached the goddess.

221. He worshipped the goddess

folding his hands and said.
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“Listen, Goddess!
Hear the omens that occurred

when | was in the northern Kalinga country.

222. “The male elephants broke their tusks
and their ichor dried up,

and the female elephants grew tusks,

and their ichor increased.

The bright lamps became dark

and the clouds poured red blood as rain.

223. “The drums tied with thongs around them,

played without drummers.

The rainbow, the bow of Indra, arose in the sky at night.
Owls hooted in all the houses in the city.

Foxes howled in the forests

and the smell of the burning sacrificial fire

spread like fire on the burning ground.

224. “Fragrant garlands stank of flesh,

Golden chains studded with diamonds lost their brightness.

Pictures of people on paintings dripped sweat

and water that came from springs smelled with blood.”

225. After saying this,

the pey from the Himalayas asked the Anangu,
“What do all these omens mean? Tell us.”

And the Anangu told the peys

what the omens mean.
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226. The Anangu said, “The omens that you saw
in the northern Kalinga country

will mean good fortune for you and the peys
because there will be a war.

Now | will tell you

the meaning of our astrologer pey’s words

and of his dreams.

227. “The astrologer pey said that

the elephants of the king Ahalangan

the conquerer of the armies of his enemy kings,
stand tied in chains and are ready to go to war,

and therefore there will be a Parani.”

228. The peys felt joy and said, “We will be fat.
We can eat the heads of the warriors!”

They danced until they were exhausted.

They ground their teeth and wet their lips

as if they were tasting meat.

229. The peys said to one another,

“Do not worry about hunger, do not worry about hunger.

We will have food!”
They laughed and laughed,
until their chest bones were about to break

and in their joy they forget their terrible hunger.

230. The peys shouted and danced
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until they were exhausted.

They asked the Anangu,

“If we all get together,

and eat the porridge of the Kalinga war,
will there be enough food

for our cage-like stomachs?”

231. The Anangu replied, “Don’t fight among yourselves
about whether there will be enough food for you.

The Kalinga war is twice as big

as the war in Lanka that is surrounded by the ocean.”

Chapter 10. Avatharam Prince Kulothungan’s Birth and Youth (Poems 232- 311 ).

The goddess tells the peys of the birth and the youth of prince Abhayan. At the end
of the chapter a pey from the Kalinga country comes and tells them about the Kalinga

war. Narrators: Anangu and the Kalinga pey.

232. The goddess said,

"Our king fought in Lanka and destroyed it

and he also defeated all his enemies in the Bharatha war
and conquered all lands.

He was born as king Vijayadharan

and carried a shining wheel

to rule all the lands. Listen to what | say.

233. “Once when the gods were in trouble,
they went to Vishnu and asked him for help.

Vishnu was born to Vasudeva and Devaki



and all the three worlds praised him.

234. “Just like Vishnu, born on a banian leaf,

the Chola baby prince was born from the auspicious womb of Ammangai,

the daughter of Rajendra Chola,

the king of the sun dynasty that conquers its enemies,

and the queen of Rajaraja Narendra,

the king of the moon dynasty that takes away the darkness.

235. “When the baby was born,
the thunthumi drums sounded loud from the sky,
They proclaimed, ‘The earth will become heaven

and the Vedas will be recited always.’

236. “When the baby prince was born

rain fell like showers of flowers.

The Chola queen, wife of Gangai konda Cholan,
took her grandson, her daughter’s son,

in her royal golden lotus-hands.

237. “When the Chola queen saw
the marks on her grandson’s body
that indicated that he would protect the earth,

she knew that he would become

the heir of the sun dynasty and rule the Chola kingdom.

238. “The kings of the lunar dynasty said,
‘This great one, the young child

was born in our dynasty to brighten it.’
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The kings of the solar dynasty said,

‘This great one will be the emperor of our dynasty.’
They both rejoiced thinking

it was the result of their tapas

that they were given a wonderful child.

239. “The royal family thought

‘This child is the god Vishnu himself, born to Vasudeva,
and he will take away the troubles of the earth goddess.”
They made an auspicious aimpadaithali chain

with five pendants in the form

of a bow, a conch, a sword, a wheel and a mace,

put that chain on him and rejoiced.

240. “The prince was like a tiger cub

raised by an angry father.

He was like a matchless elephant cub

embraced by the elephants of the eight directions.
As he began to walk

all virtuous and heroic deeds followed him

as if they too were learning to walk.

241. “From the time the prince drank milk

from his mother’s breast,

he showed his grace to the world.

Even when he prattled, he sounded as if he were reciting
the words of the Vedas and Manu.

His words were clear and all

understood them as his commands.
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242. “The prince wore a sacred thread on his chest
that shines like the divine wedding chain

on the beautiful neck of Lakshmi

seated on a lotus on Vishnu'’s chest.

He had his second birth

and wore that shining thread on his strong chest.

243. “The prince learned all the Vedas of Vishnu
from sages again and again

just as they were given to the king Mabali

when Vishnu came in the form of a Brahmin dwarf

and took over the earth and the sky.

244. “The prince carried the goddess of heroism of the Vindhya mountain on his

arms
and tied his shining sword on his majestic waist.
When the earth goddess saw this

she knew that her life would soon flourish.

245, “As the prince learned to ride an elephant,

he claimed that just as Indra conquered all his enemies
riding on Iravadam, his four-tusked elephant,

he would conquer his enemies

riding on an elephant that has only two tusks.

246. “As the prince learned to ride a horse, he thought,
‘The Sun god goes around the earth removing darkness

and riding on his seven horses every day
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but | will ride on my one strong horse

and remove the afflictions of the earth.’

247. “As the prince learned to use the five weapons—
wheel, conch, club, bow and sword—

that he kept from the time he was born,

he thought, ‘1 will go around the world

with my weapons in all directions and conquer the kings.’

And even though he learned to use them skillfully,

he was so strong that his flower-like hands did not suffer.

248. “It is not enough to say

that the prince had learned many arts.

No, the only way to do justice to his talents

is to say no other prince knows as many arts as he
and there are no excellent arts on this earth

that he did not learn.

249. “After the famous king Veerarajendra Cholan
had raised the tiger banner high

and made Abhayan the prince,

Abhayan decided to travel in all directions

to fight with kings and take their lands.

250. “He attacked his enemies
and conquered them with all his weapons
like a lion cub that attacks a rutting elephant,

scoring its face with its sharp claws.
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251. “Just like the sun that rides on his chariot
yoked with horses that rises in the east

and removes darkness,

the Chola prince went to the northern lands

riding on his horse and conquered heroic kings.

252. “The prince rode on his elephant

as large as a mountain,

fought with his enemies and conquered them

in the city of Vairaharam where the battlefield burned,
filled with smoke,

like the three flying forts burnt by Shiva.

The enemy kings folded their hands

and bowed to the prince in the battlefield.

253. “The prince killed the horses of his enemies
that were sent by them like a roaring ocean

and when enemy warriors came to fight with him
making an oath that they would prevail,

he piled their heads as high as a hill.

254. “The Chola prince

removed the evils of his land.

He bent his bow-like eyebrows in anger
and fought in Chakkarakottam

the battlefield looked like the fort of Yama.

255. “In each land where the prince fought and conquered,

the goddess of victory belonged to him
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and the enemy kings gave him horses, elephants

and wealth as tribute for his victory.

256. “On the battlefield where the prince fought,

he conquered his enemies so quickly

that the eyes of the enemy kings did not become red
and the legs of the retreating kings did not become red.
Only his spear became red,

and his fame spread everywhere.

257. “When the matchless prince Abhayan

went to the northern land riding on his horse to fight,
the king of kings Veerarajendran died

and went to world of the gods as their king.

The prince returned to his country in the south

and now | (Anangu) will tell what happened.

258-260. “When the Chola country lost their king Veerarajendran,
the country became disorderly.

The Brahmins did not perform their sacrifices.

The laws of Manu were not followed.

The six paths of the shastras—

astrology, literature, grammar,

the yugas, dance and the arts and prosody—

all were abandoned.

The recitation of the Vedas was not heard.

Castes did not follow their rules.

People did not follow moral paths and fought always.

Pujas at the temple were not done regularly.



The women were not faithful.

All order in the country vanished.

261. “When the darkness of famine spread
everywhere in the Chola country,

the prince returned to the south

to protect that land

like the bright sun that rises

from the roaring ocean.

262. “The prince took over the Chola land,
protected it and made it flourish,

bringing the country back to an orderly state.

263. “As sages bathed the prince in holy water
from all the four oceans,
the four Vedas and the three worlds,

praised him.

264. “As sages crowned the prince,

many kings, wearing sounding anklets on their feet,
threw arugam grass on his head and praised him.
From then on the good laws of Manu

were followed everywhere.

265. “When the sages crowned the prince
with a shining crown studded with precious jewels
according to tradition,

crops flourished in the country
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and all its citizens performed their duties well.

266. “When our king raised his tiger banner

and claimed that the Chola country

belonged only to him and no one else,

the Chola citizens celebrated festivals for the gods

and raised the tiger flag in all the temples.

267. The royal umbrella of the Chola king,

studded with pearls, spread bright light like the moon,
and removed poverty everywhere.

Many kings folding their hands stood around our king

wearing sounding anklets on their feet.

268. “When the prince became our king,

the hills in the Chola land

shone like the Himalayas where Shiva stays
and his royal white umbrella

protected the people, providing them cool shade.

269. “When the prince became our king,
all troubles and poverty left the Chola land
and his fame spread like the milky ocean

where Vishnu sleeps.

270. “When the prince became our king,
people everywhere flourished
and followed the Vedas.

The Chera kings worshiped the feet of our king,
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and the Pandiyan kings ran

and hid on islands in the ocean.

271. “When the prince became our king,
his hands graciously poured out wealth
like rain to sages reciting mantras with sacrificial fire,

that brought abundant rain everywhere.

272. “When the prince became our king,

poets carried the wealth that he presented to them,
bulls carried the tribute that enemy kings gave

and his feet were surrounded with gifts

that friendly kings gave,

while his shoulders carried the burden of the world.

273. “After the prince became our king,

only his cendu weapon bent

when he fought with the kings of Himalayas.
He planted the Chola banner of a tiger

with shining fire-like eyes and sharp claws,

and his royal scepter that gives justice never bent.

274. “In the Chola kingdom,

no chains that took away people’s liberty
were found except for two—

the chains on the feet of enemy kings

in the war and did not obey him

and the chain of sound that adorns Tamil poems.
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275. “The Chola country became peaceful

and there was no sound of suffering or enmity.
The only sound to be heard

was the sweet sound of anklets on the lovely feet

of beautiful women as beautiful as peacocks.

276. “Since there were no wars in his rule,

the only conflicts that the Chola king enjoyed
were boxing, debates between scholarly poets,
cock fights and the battle between elephants

that dripped ichor.

277. “The Chola monarch spent his time enjoying the arts,
listening to poetry and music,

and loving his beloved queens.

He followed the rules of Manu

and learned the Vedas to rule his country with justice.

The king goes hunting

The goddess continues to narrate

278. “Once when the king was hunting

on the banks of the Kaveri river

that nurtures all the cool groves with its water,

the emperor said, ‘1 wish to go to the banks of Palaru

and hunt, riding on my horse.’

279. “The king ordered,

‘Beat the drums and announce to all to come to Palaru.’
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Hearing the announcement,

a four-fold army gathered from all four directions.

It was as if the whole world had entered into one city,
as the sound of that army subdued

the roaring sound of the waves of the ocean.

280. “The astrologers chose an auspicious day
and a faultless time for the hunt to go to Palaru.
The handsome king wore precious ornaments
that made him even more handsome

and readied himself to go for hunting

on that auspicious day.

281. “When the king set out for hunting,

he gave gifts to the sages reciting the Vedas,

gold to poets, and refuge to kings needing his help.
His elephants were so happy to leave their sheds

and they shed ichor in their joy.

282. “The king rode on his elephant that shed ichor.
His victorious royal umbrella shone brightly

like the sun rising on the eastern hills

and making the brightness of the moon fade.

The white chowries, fanned at his sides,

looked like the moon spreading its light.

283. “When the king set out,
the loud sound of the Valampuri conches,

the beautiful music of the Panilam conches
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and the loud music of the various instruments
all sounded like the rainy season

filled with roaring clouds.

284. “The sounds of the praise of the friendly kings,
and the divine sound of of theVedas recited by sages
spread everywhere on the earth

and made the people and the gods

wonder which large ocean had made

such a roaring sound.

285. “Ezhisai Vallabi, the queen, a beautiful singer,
sang the songs that the Chola king composed

and made all the seven worlds happy

with her sweet music

as she rode with the king on the elephant.

286. “Thyagavalli, the crown queen,

decorated with golden ornaments

and flower garlands rode with the king,

and she was surrounded by queens of other kings

who protected many countries.

287. “Many beautiful girls decorated with bracelets
came riding on the female elephants,

and it looked as if female elephants

were riding on female elephants.

As the kings decorated with golden crowns

came seated under their royal golden umbrellas



it looked as if many small crowns

were covered with large crowns.

288. “As many kings rode on fighting elephants

it looked as if elephants were riding on the elephants.
Lines of warriors came with their shining weapons
following each other

looking like one army following another.

289. “As lines of elephants walked

carrying sounding drums

it looked as if clouds were carrying roaring clouds.
The clouds that moved above the raised flags

looked like they were also flags.

290. “Girls adorned with golden mekalai ornaments
on their waists rode on chariots

and looked like chariots riding on top of other chariots.
As all the vehicles moved, the dust that rose above
made it look as if the clouds of another sky

was under the clouds in the sky.

291. “The army of warriors rode

on male and young female elephants

looked like a roaring ocean.

It was as if king Abhayan and his army were building

the Sethubandanam bridge on the large ocean.

292. “As palanquins studded with precious blue stones,
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were carried by warriors in procession

and royal umbrellas decorated with pearls,

were held by warriors,

it looked like the floods of the Ganges and Jamuna rivers

flowing with abundant water.

293. “Thousands of flags with their emblems

of fish, snakes, eagles, elephants, boar, lions, roosters,
bows and plows were raised

as the strong angry tiger flag of the Cholas

shone in the center.

294. “Beautiful women like blooming creepers
with pretty thighs, necks, large round breasts,
fish-like eyes, shining faces,

and hair decorated with flowers

walked softly, chattering sweetly

and they resembled matchless peacocks

decorated with lustrous diamond ornaments.

295. “As the women walked surrounding our king,
their lovely thighs were like banana trunks,

their soft necks were like flourishing kamugu trees,
their breasts were like round young green coconuts,
their noses were like kumiz blossoms,

their red mouths were like kumudam flowers,

and their lovely eyes were like frolicing fish.

296. Because the women whose words are



as sweet as sugarcane juice

and whose bellies looked like curving waves

walked like swans surrounding the king,

it looked as if our Chola king Jayadungan had created
another Chola country flourishing with the Kaveri river

with its waves, swans and sugarcane plants.

297. “As many kings riding on their elephants
followed our Chola king
it looked as if the mountains of the Chera country

had come with their kings

to ask for refuge from the Chola king with a victorious spear.

298. “The drops of ichor that dripped

from the tusks of the mountain-like Chola elephants
looked like the pearls that the breeze scooped

and brought from the Pandyan country

when the Pandyan kings

ran away because they feared Abhayan.

299. “Our king Abhayan went

on pilgrimages from the south to the north
worshipping and receiving the grace of Shiva
the three-eyed god, the lord of silver mountain,
the dancer in Thillai.

Then he reached the great Thiruvadigai city.

300. The king left Thiruvadigai,

stopped in many places, enjoyed his journey
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and when he reached the city of Kanchi,
filled with richness,

many chieftains ruling

under their moon-like bright royal umbrellas

welcomed him and worshipped him.”

301. Even before the goddess narrated

and finished telling of king Abhayan

as a baby, a prince and a king,

a pey from the Kalinga war came there excited.
Even though his legs pulled him back,

the joy in his mind pushed him to the front.

A pey saw the war in Kalilinga country came
and told the other peys how much they can get to eat from

the battlefield in the Kalinga country. (302-306)

302. The Kalinga pey said,

“Blood, blood, everywhere there was the blood
of the Kalinga watrriors.

Let us go, let us go to the battlefield there.
Your thin bodies will become fat.

Your thin bodies will become fat.

303. “Your empty stomachs will be fed.
Come, Come, You will be happy.

O group of peys, get up, get up!

O group of peys, get up, get up!
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304. “Listen, you seem so pitiful!

What can you do by staying here? You should be there.

There, the eagles that have strong wings

and the vultures have eaten and their stomach are full.

305. “All your stomachs are not enough

to eat all the food that is there.

All the mouths that you have are not enough
to eat all the food that is there.

If you think you have enough teeth

they are not enough either.

Whatever it is let us go and eat what we can.

306. “If you want to eat the flesh of the warriors

piled up like a mountain

and drink the blood that flows like a wave-filled ocean,
you should pray to Brahma

and ask him to make you very hungry.”

307. When the peys heard

what the Kalinga Pey said,

they suddenly became fat and felt

as if they had already eaten the meat of the corpses.

They staggered and fell on the ground.

308. They ran to the pey, telling about the war, ,
and kissed its mouth.
They said,“We should break the teeth of the pey

that said we will not have any food and die.”
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309. When the peys began to dance

the thunangai dance in their joy,

they did not even notice that

their babies fell from their waists.

They ran, danced and sang the Vallai song

and called all the other peys to come and join.

310. They worshiped and praised the goddess, saying,
“Hail to our goddess. She told us about the war.

They embraced the pey that described the dream of the war to them.

311. The goddess stopped the dance

of the peys and called the pey

that saw the battlefield in Parandalai city
and said, “Describe the war as it happened.”

Chapter 11. Kalikku kuli Kuriyadu. (poems 312- 403)

Kuli, a servant pey of the Anangu says that the reason for the war with Kalingam is
Tribute. Karunaharan went to Kalinga country with the Chola army to fight with the
Kalinga king, Anandavarman. What the Kalinga king said and the advice of Kalinga

minister and the fear of Kalinga people are described in this chapter.

(The Kuli pey that came from Kalinga country continues to describe how the other
kings came to give tribute to the Chola king Abhayan when he was seated with his
queens and other kings and how the Kalinga king did not send his tribute. It

continues to describe how Karunagaran, the army chief, offered to lead the army to
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go and fight with the Kalinga king and how he and the Chola army started to go to the
war to the Kalinga country.)
Narrator: the servant pey Kuli that has returned from the Kalinga country after seeing

the war.

Chola king stays in Kanchi city

312. A pey came from the Kalinga country and said,
“Those who would describe the Kalinga war

need thousands of tongues

and those who wish to hear

what had happened on the battlefield

where thousands of elephants died,

need thousands of ears.

313. “ Even though it is not possible for one person to describe the war with one
mouth,
| am a small person and will tell what | know.

O, goddess, show me your grace and listen.

314. “ One day in the golden city of Kanchi

the clouds poured rain

for seven and a half nazihai,

showing generosity like the lotus hands

of generous king Abhayan, the ruler of the whole world

and gives abundant gold to all.

315. The bright Sun with his thousand rays,

saw the precious golden palace of the king



in the southwest, where there was
a beautiful chitra mandapam and wondered,

“Is this a palace or is it really Meru mountain?”

316. The white royal umbrella that gave shade
and the pandal that was decorated with shining pearls,
looked like the sky where the bright moon rises

in the midst of the gleaming stars.

317. The two royal whisks

that were fanned at the sides

of the moon-like royal umbrella

looked like two waves from the divine milky ocean

that had come to serve the Vishnu like king.

318. Our king planted the tiger banner
on the golden mountain.

He came back seated on the royal throne
and carrying the burden

of the beautiful earth on his shoulders

looked like a chief of lions seated on the throne.

319. The goddess Parvathi rider on a lion,

the beautiful goddess Lakshmi

and Saraswathi, the goddess of the many arts,

were all with the king, the matchless chief of the earth

that Adisesha carries.

320. Just as the goddess of victory
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and the beautiful goddess Lakshmi

stayed on the king’s shoulders without leaving him,
his two queens worshipped him

and stayed on each side of him

as the king gave wealth to poor,

more than the karpaga tree that never stops giving.

321. The king was surrounded
by women as beautiful as apsarasas
and they sing the four types of the famous ragas,

dance skillfully and have acted in many dramas.

322. People from the countries of Sudar and
Magada

and bards sang auspicious songs

and praised the king, saying,

“Your feet are like a pure golden crown

and they protect the refuges, came to your country.

323. Excellent musicians played

the veena, the yazh, the flute and drums
and bowed at the king’s feet and said,

“We studied carefully and found out

how to compose a hundred types of music.

Listen to them and give us your grace.

324. “Even though the musicians,
as they played in front of the king,

made no mistakes in rhythm and pitch,
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the learned king found fault in their playing.
Still he gave the bards gold and elephants

for their excellent music

325. The chieftains defeated by the Chola king
came to his assembly on elephants
and served him by carrying his golden umbrellas,

and fanning him with white whisks.

326. As the king of kings was seated on the throne
like Indra the king of the gods,

the queens of the southern Pandyan kings

and queens of other kings

served the Chola queens as their servants.

327. “As the chieftains of the Chola country

and the great kings of many other lands

came and waited at the entrance

of the Chola palace to see the king,

Karunagara Thondaiman, the chieftain of

the Vandai country and other excellent ministers
worshipped the king’s feet

and seated themselves around him.

The Chola king receives tribute from kings

328. At that time, the king’'s messenger

came, worshipped the king and said,

“All the kings are waiting to give tribute to you.”



and all the kings approached the Chola king

to give him tribute.

The kings, the chieftains and the royal people

who stood around the king:

329. The chieftains, royal people,

the southern Pandyan kings, the Chera king,
the Kuvagar the kings of kollam,

the Savagar, Chethebar, Yadavar,
Kannadar, Pallavar,

Kaithavar, Kadavar, Karibar and Kosalar

330. And Gangar, Karallar,
Kavittar, Thumindar, Kadambar,
Thulumbar, Vangar, lladar, Maladar,

Viradar, Mayindar, Jayindar

331. And Singalar, Vangalar, Segunar, Sevanar,

Siyanar, Aiyanar, Konganar, Kulingar,

Akathiyar, Kucharar, Kachiyar,

332. And Vattavar, Mandirar, Maluvar,
Magadar, Machar, Milechar, Suthirar,
Kuttar, Kudattar, Midakkar,

Thurukkar, Kurukkar, Thurukkar and others.”

333. Many kings bowed to the Chola king

folding their hands, gave him
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large quantities of wealth, and said,
“You granted us all cities
and countries and we became kings.

We have brought the wealth that you desired.”

334. Then they said, “We brought you,
golden ornaments, elephants,

camels, things for decorations,
ancient crowns

and boxes to keep them all.

335. “We have brought fresh pearls
that were just born in the ocean
and matchless golden chains
studded with precious jewels

and priceless necklaces.

336. “We have brought you piles of lustrous jewels, piles of gold,
emerald ornaments that shine night and day,

and forehead ornaments for your queens.

We have brought perfect cub elephants and bull elephants,

and herbs that saves people’s lives.”

337. Many other kings wants the

the grace of our emperor said,

“We give you hundreds of elephants to ride on.

If there are any other kincould give even a little more than we do,

we will match the gifts of those kings.”
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338. The Chola emperor said to the kings

came with tributes and bowed to his feet,

“O kings, do not be afraid, | will grant you refuge!”
and then he asked his messenger,

“Are there any other kings that did not give tribute?”

339. The messenger said,

“O king, all the kings brought their tribute

and bowed to your feet

except the king of the northern Kalinga country.
For the last two times, Anandavanman

has not brought any tribute.’

340. All the kings in the assembly were terrified.
They stood up, trembling, and thought,

“What will happen now?”

The emperor smiled with his beautiful coral-like mouth

showing no anger on his face.

No one could understand his thoughts.

341. The emperor said,

“Even though the king of the Kalinga country
is not a great king,

his country is protected by large mountains.

Let our warriors go right away,

vanquish their fort-like mountains

and bring their elephants dripping with ichor

that swarms with bees. Bring their king also.”
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342. When the emperor said this,

the king of Vandai country, Karunakarathondaiman,
the best of his dynasty praised in the sastras,
worshiped the feet of the emperor and said,

“I will destroy Ezhu Kalingam.”

343. The heroic Thondaiman thought

“I will go there and crush our enemies”

and he asked the king, “Give me your permission.”
The emperor raised the tiger banner

and gave him his permission to go to war.

The Chola army goes to war

344. When they saw the Chola warriors
gathering to go to war

and looking like the flood

that will come at the end of the earth,

people said, “Will this army stir up the oceans
and destroy them?

Will it break all the hills?

Will it break the neck of Adisesha,

carrying the earth?”

345. When the army started, conches were blown,
drums were beaten, war drums sounded,

wind instruments played loudly

and the noise of these instruments deafened

the elephants of all directions.



346. The shade of the royal umbrellas,
the air from the whisks,

and the swaying of the tiger flags

hid the bright light of the sun

and spread darkness everywhere on the earth.

347. The burning fire from the eyes of the angry warriors,
the brightness of the their precious golden ornaments,
and the sparks that came from their weapons

dispersed the darkness and spread light.

348. The people saw the army wondered and said,

“Did all the hills of the world become elephants of the army?
Did all the winds become its horses?

Did all the clouds become its chariots?

Did the wave-tossed ocean become its warriors?”

349. People wondered,

“Is it because the world is small

that the army looks so huge?

Or is the army so great that the world looks small?
For the enemies of the Cholas,

there is no place on earth to hide.

The only place that they could go

is the wide sky.”

350. “The people on the earth

and heavenly dwellers saw the warriors



and worried that they were losing patience

and could not wait for the war to begin.

They thought, ‘If these warriors lose their patience,
won’t they just go off

and attack the lands on all directions?’

351. The Chola elephants large as mountains,
dripped ichor like an ocean.

Their angry eyes poured fire like clouds

flashing with the fire of lightning.

They had long tusks like crescent moons

to split the bodies of enemy elephants and horses.
They trumpeted like roaring thunder with fire

and like the sound that would occur at the end of the earth.

352. The Chola horses kicked the crowns of enemy kings
and crushed the pearls that spilled from them.

As they galloped the dust from the ground

rose to the sky and joined the clouds.

As they moved, they sounded like thunder

from the sky falling on the ocean.

As they circled the roaring ocean swiftly they were like waves.

353. As the Chola chariots rolled, their wheels

broke the hard mounds on the ground

and they looked like they were flying over the battlefield.
They felt it would be a disgrace

if enemy horses could overtake them,

They were decorated with beautiful lotus buds and flowers chiseled on them.
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They rolled over the bloody water in the battlefield and they rolled so fast

that it seemed they had made a vow to measure the world.

354. The bodies of the warriors were painted

with their victories and duties

and marked by the wounds

that they had received in the battle.

They would not retreat from the battlefield

even if they could get heaven and earth.

The heroic warriors thought their bodies were a burden.
Even if they needed to give their life for fame,

they would give them surely.

All the warriors crowded together

marched and thought the same way.

355. The warriors with fiery eyes laughed angrily
and the gods heard that and trembled.
Hearing their laughter

the elephants of all the directions were terrified.

356. The spittle that came from the horses’ mouths
when they jumped to the sky
looked like the flood that arises at the end of the earth

and it was like the waves that float on a divine river.

357. The angry elephants
dripping ichor from both their cheeks,
trumpeted like thunder,

broke the stakes they were tied to
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and ran to fight their enemies.

The clouds that came down

to take water from the wave-tossed ocean were terrified
and rose again into the sky

when they heard the sound of the elephants.

358. The bees that swarmed everywhere
around the ichor of the elephants

were frightened and flew away

when they heard the loud noise of the chariots
that could circle the earth in a moment,

decorated with flags that swayed in the wind.

359. When the army set forth, the weight of it
broke the spine of the earth.
The hills and the trees of the forest

fell down and the rivers dried up without water.

360. When the army set forth, all the directions trembled
and all the seven oceans became silent.

Strong mountains split apart and thick dust spread everywhere.

361. When the army set forth,
the dust that rose from the earth
split the clouds in the sky, filled them,

took their water away, and made them dry up.

362. The spittle from the mouths of the horses

and the rain-like ichor from the decorated elephants
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as large as mountains stopped the dust that rose

and made it settle to the earth.

363. When the sun rose in the morning

the ocean-like army set out in the appointed direction
and as the warriors walked, the dust settled.

Then when the sun set, they slept for the night.
Every day they repeated this routine.

364. The king Abhayan decorated with an Atti garland ordered Karunaharan to
invade the Kalinga country, and Karunaharan, as precious to the king as his own
eyes, climbed on an elephant and set out to war.

To the king he was as precious as the discus to Vishnu.

365. Karunaharan, the generous one,

the chief of Thondai country,

the chief of Vandaiyars and the Pallavas,
raised his white bull-banner to the shining sky

and mounted on his strong elephant to go to war.

366. The chieftain Vanakovaraiyan rode his horse
to seize the elephants of the enemy kings,
and the Chola chief Mudikondacholan mounted

on a strong ornamented elephant and followed him.

367. Obeying the Chola king’s orders
and wishing to conquer enemies,
Karunagaran, the king of the Pallava and Vandai lands,

mounted his elephant



that was decorated with shining ornaments
and had a stately walk.
As he went to the war he was like a hungry tiger

going to kill its prey.

368. Karunaharan’s army crossed
the six rivers Palaru, Kusaittalai, Ponmukari,
Pazavaru, Kolli, and the beautiful Pennai river

and continued on.

369. The army crossed the Vayalaru,

the beautiful Mannaru, Peyalaru

that waters so many fields,

the fertile Kundri that gives water like rain
and the wide Peraru

that flows through many lands.

370. The army crossed

the great Godavari river, the cool Pampa river,

the Gayathri river that sings as it flows,

the Gauthami river and many other rivers with cool banks,

filled with pure water.

371. As it entered the Kalinga country
the army was like an ocean

that rises at the end of the earth.

It burned and destroyed many cities
and plundered the wealth of the country.

When they saw the destruction of Kalinga country,
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even the gods trembled.

Description of the fear of the Kalinga people, the anger of Anandavarman, the
Kalinga king and the advice of Engarayan, his minister. The Kalinga warriors go to

war. (372 - 403)

372. The people of the Kalinga country

were terrified and complained to the king.

They said, “The Chola army like an ocean

has come from the south.

If the ocean rises, where can we go?

In the north there is Ganges river, hard to cross.
Where is our refuge? Where is our protection?

Which other king can help us now except our king?

373. “The walls of our fort are broken.

All our cities are burning.

Smoke is rising above our cities.

All our groves are dying. Our families are destroyed.
Now the only thing that we can see

is the enemy army that surrounds us.

374. “O king, even though we told you, you did not listen
and did not give tribute to the heroic Abhayan,

the matchless king on the earth.

Now he has sent his army to make you

pay him the tribute he asked.”

375. The people trembled,
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talking incoherently before the king.
Their clothes became loose in fear

and they fell at the feet of their protector.

376. When Anandavanman the king of the Kalinga country
heard his people his eyes reddened with anger.
He sighed, sweated, and clapped his hands in rage.

He did not realize the danger the war posed for his country.

377. Anandavanman spoke to his people,

“You worry about king Abhayan,

seated under his beautiful royal umbrella

and riding an elephant whose ichor is drunk by bees.

Do you think | am so weak that | cannot oppose his army?’
Angrily, the king of Kalinga

shook his wide shoulders and laughed loudly.”

He said,
378. “Our Kalinga land is surrounded
and protected by forests, hills and oceans.

It seems the Chola army is ignorant of the strong defenses of our land.”

The advice of the minister Engarayan advice to the Kalinga king.

379. When the king Anandavanman had said this,

his minister, Engarayan, the minister said,

“Listen, | have something to say to you.

380. “Even if it makes a king angry,



it is the duty of a minister to advise him properly.
He must not be silent and not tell

the king what is right.

381. “It is not necessary for Jayadharan, the Chola king,
to come to fight with his enemies himself,
because his heroic army is enough to oppose

and conquer his enemies’ lands.

382. “Haven’t you heard
that when the Chola army came to fight
with the five Pandyans,

they were all destroyed?

383. “Haven’t you heard
that when the Chola king’s army
was only preparing to go fight with the Cheras,

the Chera army retreated and ran away?

384. “Didn’t the Chola army destroy Vizinyam city

and conquer Kandalur Salai because it is so strong?

385. “Isn’t true that the king of the Vattar country
was defeated when he came with his army

and opposed the Chola army?

386. “O, king, don’t you know
how much the people suffered

when the Chola king’s army massed,
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went and fought in the city of Alathi?

387. “Didn’t the captains of the Chola army
capture a thousand elephants

when they fought in the city of Navilai?

388. “How can | count the kings
who suffered and lost their kingdoms
when the Chola army

fought and conquered them?

389. “Karunaharan is like Vishnu’s discus
for the king, strong as Vishnu,

has come with his army.

If you go and fight with Karunaharan

you will discover how weak your arms are.

390. “Though you are angry with me today,
you will think of my advice
when you stand before the Chola army

on the battlefield.”

The Kalinga King Anandavarman tells Engarayan.

391. Upon hearing Engarayan’s advice

King Anandavanman said angrily,

“Even the gods tremble to speak in front of me.
Haven’t you noticed

that my arms, strong as mountains, are growing thin



because for so long there has been no war?

392. “You have advised me

because that is your duty as a minister.

| will not hurt you,

but are you giving me advice only to make me weak?
Does a young lion cub that lives in a cave

come to fight with an elephant

because he thinks it is easy?

393. “You and other royal people

do not know my strength,

yet you have advised me without understanding
the strength of my arms and sword.

Do you say this because you are ignorant?

Do you think it is easy for the Chola army to defeat me

just because they think it is easy?

394. “| will go to the battlefield with our armies

of elephants, horses, chariots and strong warriors,

stand before the army sent by the Chola king Kuladungan

and oppose it. O, courageous warriors!
Decorate our strong elephants and horses

and ornament our numerous chariots.

Let us go to the battlefield! On to the battlefield!
You should realize that it is your good fortune
that you can fight with your enemies.

On to the battlefield!”
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The Kalinga army goes to war.

395. When the army started,

the sound of it echoed

through all seven parts of the Kalinga country.
It was as if the sound of the seven oceans

in all the directions were combined together.

396. The long-tusked elephants, as large as mountains,
went dripping ichor and they were like the clouds

that take water from the deep oceans

and then pour rain. The long-faced horses

galloped dripping spittle from their mouths

that was like the rolling waves of the ocean.

397. As the Kalinga army started to move like an ocean,
its decorated royal umbrellas and royal fans

looked like the foam of the ocean’s waves

and as they swayed, the many royal banners

looked like shining fish frolicking in it.

398. The angry army looked like an ocean

that was going to swallow

the whole earth at the end of the world.

As the army moved, the spears, swords and other weapons

made a tumult as they crashed together.

399. As the chariots rolled swiftly yoked to galloping horses,

they looked like ships speeding as they float on the ocean.
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The young warriors,
not caring for death if they could receive fame,

marched like the killing sharks in the ocean.

400. When the warriors marched,

the trees immediately cracked and fell,

the forest trees on the way split into pieces,
the cool waterfalls grew hot

and the large mountains were destroyed and shattered.

401. When the young Kalinga warriors,
their anger like the fire at the end of the earth,
marched wearing heroic anklets,

many drums resounded sounding like the large roaring ocean.

402. People could not tell one warrior from the next
because they marched so close to each other
and it was as if each body had entered into the next one

and there were no space between them.

403. A huge throng of Kalinga warriors,

come to oppose the army of the Chola king Manubaran,
covered the battlefield

looking like tigers searching for food.

They screamed, “Let us take the lives of our enemies,
Let us take their lives!”

Chapter 12. Por Padiyadu. The song of the War. (Poems 404- 471)
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The pey that came from the Kalinga country continued describing the war in Kalinga
country.

This chapter describes the fight between the Chola and Kalinga warriors and the
appearance of the battlefield.

The armies oppose each other on the battlefield

404. Both armies, shouting louder than the ocean,
said, “Let us start fighting, let us start fighting.
Warriors on horses, forward!

Warriors on elephants, forward!”

The sound of the armies grew louder and louder.

405. The people of the earth were deafened

by the loud noise that the warriors made on the battlefield.
They were terrified when they saw

the arrows issuing swiftly from the archers’ bows

and splitting things everywhere.

406. As they fought with each other, the armies
looked like two oceans crashing together,
and the horses on each side

looked like rolling waves opposing each other.

407. The rutting elephants that fought
looked like large hills fighting with each other
and the chariots that clashed

looked like clouds opposing each other.

408. The warriors fighting



looked like tigers.

The kings opposing each other looked like battling lions.

409. The warriors’ fire-like eyes streamed anger
like the flashing of lightning

and their bent bows sounded like thunder

and the arrows that issued from them

looked like pouring rain.

410. The blood flowing on the battlefield

was like a red river in flood,

the white royal umbrellas that floated on the blood
were like foam of the river,

and the bodies of the elephants that were cut down
and piled up were like the banks on both sides

of that bloody river.

411. The tusks of the mountainous elephants
clashed with each other
and the sparks of fire that rose from them

burned the flags that flew above.

412. As the flags burned,

the smoke that rose from them

seemed to make a line of flags across the sky,
and this happened before anyone even realized

there was a fire.

413. Dark-colored ichor fell
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on both sides of the elephants
and it blackened their tusks
so they looked as if

they had three black trunks.

414. As they fought, the elephants,
strong and large as mountains,
pulled each other’s trunks.

It looked like as if a rope

was tangled between their tusks

as they tried to pull.

415. The mass of horses on the battlefield,

their strength so great

that they could destroy the enemy army,

looked like the coral-colored fire at the end of the earth

as it rages in the strong wind and burns the whole world.

416. Some warriors did not wish to oppose the horses
that came to fight in front of them.

They stood in front of the elephants

and fought with them

and they felt as if they were embracing

their beloved women decorated with pearls.

417. When some warriors fought
with elephants and broke their tusks,
the scars that the tusks made on their chests

looked like marks from the breasts



of the goddess of victory, smeared with sandal paste.

418. When some warriors riding on their horses
fought with elephants and killed them,

the precious pearls that fell from the elephants’ tusks
could be strung as a pearl chain

to decorate the goddess of victory’s breasts

smeared with sandal paste.

419. The battlefield where the warriors were arrayed
and fought

looked like an ocean with its waves.

The matchless arrows that they shot

started fires and made the battlefield look

like a burning forest of bamboo.

420. The arrows that the warriors shot
struck one another and made fire and smoke.
The sound as the arrows left their bows

was like the crackle when a bamboo forest burns.

421. As enemy archers shot their arrows,

some opposing warriors riding towards them on horses

swiftly cut them in half with swords,
but even though the archers were killed,
one part of them continued to shoot

at the warriors on horses.

422. Even though half of the bodies of archers
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was destroyed, the other halves continued to shoot arrows and
they cut off the heads and legs of the warriors

as they came to do battle on horses.

People saw this, were amazed and exclaimed,

“What great skill! What rare talent!”

423. Even though their legs and heads were cut off,
some warriors mounted on horses

took in their hands the sharp, long arrows

shot at them by the archers

and shot them back and killed them.

424. Some warriors shot their arrows only by guessing
where their enemy warriors might be

and split their bodies in two parts

so that their pride would be destroyed.

It was as if they shot their arrows

just by guessing without knowing

whether they were targeting the right thing.

425. Some Chola warriors shot their arrows
and the Kalinga warriors stopped them with their shields

using them as barriers to protect themselves.

426. When some warriors shot

their unceasing stream of arrows,

the enemy warriors blocked them with their shields
and as they were pierced, the shields

looked like walls with small holes.
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427. As the heroic warriors
pierced their enemies’ bodies with their swords,
those bodies with swords embedded in them

looked like plows that split the earth.

428. The trunks of elephants were cut off
and fell, curling on the ground,
and with sharp arrows piercing them,

they looked like wheels with spokes.

429. The pearls that fell
from the heads of the strong elephants
looked like the rice that manly grooms pour

on the heads of their brides.

430. The bodies of warriors lying on the ground
with their fallen shields near them
looked like axles and the wheels of a chariot

fallen together.

431. The discuses thrown by the enthusiastic warriors

and the clubs that their enemies threw to stop them

stuck together and looked like axes.

432. The headless bodies of some warriors
danced on the battlefield
as a happy group of peys stood in front of them

looking like dance masters
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standing in front of dancers and directing them.

433. Some of the dead warriors’ camels, elephants

and long-tailed horses would not leave the battlefield.

They stayed there even after the war was over

as if they wanted the war to start again.

434. As trumpeting elephants were killed
they fell into the river of blood and floated
looking like clouds that come down

to scoop up water from the roaring ocean.

435. Some warriors cut off the trunks of elephants
and, carrying them on their shoulders,
looked like musicians playing wind instruments

and supporting them with their shoulders.

436. Some warriors in the war,
lacking arrows to shoot at their enemies,
pulled the arrows from their chests

without hesitation and shot them back.

437. Some warriors goaded their horses with their spears

and then raised them, going around the battlefield
and carrying them as if they were banners

raised for the goddess of victory.

438. Some warriors lost both of their legs

and they threw one of their legs at the elephants
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that were charging and attacking them
and kept their other leg to throw

as a weapon when they needed it.

439. Some of the warriors opposed,
each other and killed with their swords.
As both of them fell on the ground,

warriors on both sides praised them noisily.

440. Some warriors mounted their elephants
and cut off the heads of their enemies,
and the heads that fell on the ground shouted

at the own elephants, “Attack our enemies!”

441. Some warriors,

wanting to fight the horses that came to attack them,
did not have weapons of their own

and pulled weapons from the dead elephants

and threw them at the horses.

442. Some warriors hit attacking elephants

on their foreheads as the elephants tried to gore their chests.

The warriors riding on the elephants shouted,
“These are our own elephants!”

and when they heard those shouts,

the attacking warriors were ashamed

and did not throw their weapons at the them.

Karunagaran, the army chief, comes to the battlefield.
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443. Karunagaran, praised by the whole world,

the chief of the land of the Vandaiyars

and a minister of the Chola king,

came to the battlefield to fight riding on his elephant

that had one trunk and two tusks.

444. Karunagaran’s army sent by the Chola king
and the army of seven parts of the Kalinga country
both arrayed themselves on the field

and fought ferociously,

wishing to conquer their enemies and get victory.

445. The gods from heaven came to see that terrible war
where both armies were arrayed and fought,

rutting elephants were cut in pieces,

and many horses were killed

and many chariots were destroyed.

446. The heads of the warriors

whose bodies were cut in pieces

were piled up like a mountain on the ground
and their blood flowed like a roaring ocean

and their intestines floated on the blood.

447. Blood flowed in all directions like waves of the ocean
as confusion spread on the battlefield
where many chariots were destroyed.

Eagles, foxes and crows ate the flesh
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of the elephants and horses

that were killed in the battlefield.

Anandavarman, the Kalinga king and his people, defeated, run and hide

448. The king of the seven Kalinga lands,
Anandavanman, who had said that he would come
with a thousand strong mountain-like rutting elephants
to oppose his enemies, could not prevail.?

He lost his manliness and ran away to hide.

449. Where did the Kalinga king hide?

In the caves that only he knew?

Under the earth where no one could find him?
In thick forests?

No one knew where he had hidden himself.

450. The people from all seven parts of the Kalinga country
saw the battle and scattered in fear.

Terrified, they thought,

“What is this? Is it a magic war?

Is it fire? Is it the time when Yama comes?

Is it end of the earth?”

451. When the Kalinga warriors scattered,

some jumped into the ocean,

some hid behind angry elephants,

some, searching for ways to escape, hid in caves,

some hid in the bushes.



They could not even follow one another.

452. As they ran, some Kalinga warriors

saw their own shadow

and thought it was someone chasing them.
Terrified, they bowed to their shadow, trembling,
and said, “You are a Tamil, you are a Tamil,

give me refuge, give me refuge!”

453. The Kalinga warriors hid in dark caves and said,
“The Chola elephants that the king Vanavan sent

trumpet like thunder roaring in the clouds and fight angrily.
We only saved ourselves today

because we showed our backs and ran away!”

454. When the matchless Karunagaran
destroyed the Kalinga country, the enemy warriors ran away

wearing just one piece of cloth around their waists.

455. When the Kalinga warriors ran,

the Chola warriors chased them angrily

and took their elephants and horses.

No one could count the elephants and horses

that the Chola warriors took.

456. No one could count the elephants
that were wounded on the field
and shed blood mixed with ichor

that swarmed with bees and vultures.
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457. Many elephants went mad
and threw their drivers.
As they wandered around out of control,

some warriors caught them and tied them up.

458. The Chola warriors imprisoned many kings
along with their elephants.
They tied kings and elephants together so that

they looked like tigers and mountains bound together.

459. No one could count the strong galloping horses,
the chariots, the camels, the nine types of precious stones,
the women and all the wealth

that the Chola warriors took from the battlefield.

460. Karunagaran, the army chief of king Abhayan, said,
“Let us take all the wealth with us

along with the king of the seven parts of Kalinga country.
Go, find out where the king of Kalinga

has hidden himself.”

461. As soon as the captain gave them these orders,
an ocean of innumerable spies
went immediately and searched for the Kalinga king

in mountains, forests and thickets.

462. Some warriors said, “We cannot find any hint

of where the Kalinga king might be hidden
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and so we are continuing to search for him.
We did see his strong army with their weapons
on the top of a mountain,

so numerous that no one could count them.”

463. The Chola warriors thought, “No mountain peak,

no ocean and no forests can protect the Kalinga warriors.”
They sailed around the ocean, climbed mountains all day
and in the evening, at sunset,

they reached the top of a mountain.

464. The Chola warriors, holding their bows and spears,
stood around until dawn on the top of the mountain
surrounding it like a fence.

They looked like the men that guard boars

that have been locked in a shed

after being hunted down by king Abhayan,

riding his elephant that never fails in his hunting.

465. The people, seeing the mountain

that was covered with the blood of enemies

flowing like a river, exclaimed,

“How could this mountain have become red like this?

Is this the same mountain where the sun rises?”

466. Many of the Kalinga warriors
pulled out their hair and took off their clothes
and,wearing only a small loincloth,

told the Chola warriors, “We are Jains!”



That is how they disgraced their country and escaped.

467. Many Kalinga warriors

took the strings from their bows and wore them like sacred threads.

They lied to the Chola warriors and said,
“We went to bathe in the Ganges
but because of our fate you caught us. We are not hiding.”

That is how they failed to attack their enemies and escaped.

468. Many Kalinga warriors and others were bald,
wore orange clothes, soaked in blood,

and escaped by lying to the Chola warriors, saying,
“Don’t you see that we are Buddhist monks

wearing saffron robes?”

469. When many Kalinga warriors and others
were caught by the Chola warriors,

they rang the bells of their elephants,

sang and escaped, saying,

“We are from the Telugu country.

We saw this battlefield with so much death
and were terrified.

Don’t you see that we are Panars and your slaves?”

470. The only Kalinga warriors to be seen were the paintings on the walls

of warriors from the seven parts of the Kalinga country.
The Chola warriors had searched out all their enemies,

caught them and killed them. None could escape.
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471. The king of the Vandaiyar dynasty,

Karunagaran from the Thondai country,

conquered the Kalinga country that is surrounded by the sea
and planted a pillar of victory there.

He captured rutting elephants,

strong horses and great wealth

and gave them to king Abhayan with a bright sword.

He bowed to the king and received his grace. (404 -471)

Chapter 13. Kalam padiyadu. The song of the battlefield (Poems 472- 502)

The author, goddess and peys describe the battlefield after the war.

472. When they speak of great wars,

men have always described the wars

between Murugan and Surapadman in the Skandapurana,
Rama and Ravana in the Ramayana,

the Pandavas and Kauravas in the Mahabharatha,

but the battle between Karunagaran and Anandavanman
was so terrible that in the future men will forget those wars

and remember only that Kalinga war.

473. When one of the peys

asked the goddess, “O goddess,

the battlefield is the place of Yama.

Come quickly and see it!”

the goddess, the beloved of Siva,

sweet as nectar to him whose neck is dark

approached the battlefield with the peys.
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474. The goddess, decorated with precious jewels,
went with the peys, saw the terrible battlefield,
was amazed and told her group of Alahais.

“What a terrible battlefield!”

The goddess shows the battlefield to Alahais

475. “See the bodies of the elephants
covered with wounds

floating on the river of blood one after another
like ships that float one behind the other.

See them, see them!

476. “See those horses that are spread over the battlefield.
They have fallen into the fat and cannot get up.

The heavy saddles on their backs slip down

and they look like pieces of wood joined together

to dam the river of blood. See them, see them!

477. “See the flocks of small birds

and large vultures

that eat the flesh of the warriors

whose happy faces are like blooming lotuses,
like those great ones who rejoice

when they can feed equally the rich and poor.

See those warriors, see those warriors!

478. “See the troops of foxes
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staying by the warriors’ bodies

and do not leave them until they die.

They are like the poor

who stay near miserly men hoping to get help from them
but who get nothing even after those misers die.

See those foxes, see those foxes!

479. “See the bees that swarm around the strong elephants
whose ichor pours out like rain

and leave the elephants when their ichor stops.

They fly to the flowers that are showered down by the gods
for the victory of Karunagaran.

These bees are like the women desiring wealth

happy living with rich men

but leaving them when they become poor.

See those bees, see those bees!

480. “See the elephants that fell and float

on the river of blood on the battlefield.

See how the flags of the kings have fallen

on the elephants so they both float together

as if the flags were chaste women who enter the fire with the bodies of their
husbands.

See that, see that!

481. “See those women
searching for the bodies of their husbands
so that they could die with them

and asked the guards of the goddess and the goddess’s Idahinis,



‘Where are the bodies of our husbands?”

See them, see them!

482. “See a wife suffering

when she sees her husband lying
with closed lips and asks him,
‘Were your lips wounded?

Is that why they are closed?’

Her life is slowly ebbing away.

See that woman! See that woman!

483. “See the woman giving up her life

with her husband as she holds his body
before the earth goddess and embraces him
while the heavenly women welcome his soul.

See that woman, see that woman!

484. “See the woman asking the goddess Bhairavi,
‘Where is the sword

that my husband had in his strong hands?

Where is his beautiful chest?

Where are his heroic shoulders

that never retreat in war?’

See that woman, see that woman!

485. “See the blood that gushes from the warriors’ wounds

as they ride on galloping horses and fight each other,

see how it splashes and touches the sky

and makes the dark clouds red.
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See that, see that!

486. “See how the dark crows

come to eat the white fat on the battlefield

and, plunging into it, are covered and became white.
No one has ever seen dark crows becoming white

in this world. See that strange scene now!

487. “See how the battlefield looks like a lotus pond
as broken pieces from the decorations of the chariots
are like lotus buds, the blood that flows is like water
and the hair of warriors is like moss.

See that lotus pond, see that lotus pond!

488. “See the bodies of the warriors

pierced by arrows and shining spears,

see how they stand without falling to the earth
so they look like the bamboo poles

that stand upright as dancers walk across

the tightrope tied between them.

See those bodies, see those bodies!

489. “See how the vultures

suffer as they fly everywhere around the field,
see how they have been wounded by the spears
protruding from the bodies of the warriors

as they ate their flesh.

See those vultures, see those vultures!
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490. “The captains of the armies
standing in the front fought fiercely
and gave up their lives to protect
other warriors standing behind them.
See how they did their duty

and thereby gave thanks to their king.

491. “Some warriors,

riding on the elephants against each other,

cut off their enemies’ heads and threw them up in the air
making them look like ammanai balls

thrown by the goddess of victory as she plays.

See those ammanai balls, see those ammanai balls!

492. “Look at the warriors, impossible to count.
They ride to heaven on chariots

that descend from the sky to them.

Will there ever be a larger crowd of warriors

in the shining sky than these?

See how they go to heaven,

see how they go to heaven!

493. “Look at the blood

that pours from the warriors’ bodies
mixed with the ichor of elephants

and the spittle from the mouths of horses.
It spreads like an ocean

whose waves are white as a chowry.

Look at that ocean of blood,
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look at that ocean of blood!

494. “Jayadharan, the Chola king

is like Rama who fought with the king of Lanka.
See the corpses of the elephants

piled up like mountains.

They are like the stone bridge

that was constructed by the monkeys for Rama.

See those elephants, see those elephants!

495. “See how the warriors put their hands up
to stop the arrows of an excellent warrior, saying,
‘How did he learn to shoot like this?’

as his arrows penetrate the shields and the armor

that covers the chests of his enemies and kill them all.

See those warriors! See those warriors.

496. “See the souls of the warriors that go to heaven
on sky chariots like gods

and see the warriors lying on the battlefield

looking like gods because their faces are joyful

and their eyes do not blink.

See those bodies, see those bodies!

497. “Look at the the large elephants

whose tusks are like crescent moons.

See how they are cut in two and lie on the ground
making the battlefield look

like the shop of an blacksmith spread with tools.
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498. “See the warriors lying

on the ground of the battlefield

holding the spears that struck their chests
so they look like musicians

playing long wind instruments.

See those warriors, see those warriors!

499. “See the warriors on chariots
taking in their hands the long spears
that have pierced their chests.

As they stand on their chariots

they look like rowers with their oars
as they sail on an ocean of blood.

See those warriors, see those warriors!

500. “See how an eagle that was flying in the wide sky

was hit by an arrow and has fallen.
It holds in its beak a large arrow
as it floats in the river of blood and fat.

See that eagle, see that eagle!

501. “The bhudam with a large belly
that ate the chief of all the armies

and carries many horses on his head

looks like an incomparable dark cloud as he walks

and moves like a pregnant woman.

See that bhudam, see that bhudam!
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502. “See the warriors

riding on elephants as large as mountains.
They were so worried that they might

be wounded in their backs

that they stood in front of their enemies,
were hit in the chest and fell to the ground.
See those warriors. See those warriors!”

Chapter 14. Kuzh aduthal. The song of cooking the porridge (Poems 503-596 )

503. The goddess showed her grace to the alahais and said,
“I cannot show and tell everything

that happened in the battlefield.

The blood of the elephants combined with their ichor

and flowed like a river whose flood is stopped by a dam.
Now, you may all plunge into this river of blood,

cook porridge and worship the gods.”

The peys says,

504. “O short modi,

you wear a long garland made of fat,
you plunge and play in the river of blood,
you have sharp teeth,

you are a tricky one,

and you want to eat goats,

You with a pot belly,

come to make porridge,

come to make porridge.



505 “Break the white tusks of the elephant
for brushing your teeth.
Take the chest bone of dead elephants

for cleaning your tongue.

506. “Use sharp arrows to clean your fingernails.
Take the ichor of the strong elephants

and use it as oil to comb your hair.

507. “Use white brains for shampoo
to remove the oil from your hair.
Join together, jump into the pool of blood,

swim and play.

508. “In the pool of blood

there are rods, arrows and spears
and many other weapons.

Do not go into it and hurt yourselves.

Stay near the bank and bathe.

509. “Do not swim for a long time
in the deep pool of blood.
Come out and take the fat of the Kalinga warriors,

make it into a garment and wear it.

510. “Take the ornaments on the tusks
of the rutting elephants

and wear them on your wrists as bangles
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studded with precious jewels.
Take the stirrups from the horses
as they eat grass and wear them on your feet

as golden anklets studded with pearls.

511. “Take the hoops that the warriors
have thrown in the terrible war,

stretch them as large as you need,

and make ear ornaments to decorate your ears.

512. “Take the trunks of huge elephants

that are as tall as palmyra trees

and tie them on your hands

as auspicious cords to protect you.

Take two drums, put a long rod between them

and wear them as an ear ring.

513. “Take the saddles from the horses

that fell to the earth and wear them as ornaments for your arms.

Take the conches blown by the warriors,

string them together and wear them as pearl necklaces.

514. “Take the eyeballs of the angry warriors
who fought and died in the war

and the beautiful pearls

fallen from the heads of elephants,

string them together using nerves as threads

and wear them as beautiful chains.
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515. “We could find many other things

to wear as ornaments to adorn ourselves,
but it is getting late. We will be hungry,

our stomachs will hurt and we will be upset.

Come let us cook the porridge and eat.

516. “Let us make a pandal with the wings of strong vultures
and the ears of elephants as large as mountains,
and let us make a kitchen under the pandal

and begin to cook.

517. “Smear the floor

with the ichor of rutting elephants,
make kolams with a powder of pearls
fallen from elephants’ heads

and use the heads of the elephants
that died in the war as stoves

and start cooking.

518. “Take the stomach of the elephants
whose heads, legs and intestines

have all been cut off in the battle

by warriors with their victorious swords

and use them as pots on the stoves to cook.

519. “For cool white yogurt,
mix together the brains of the warriors
and for red yogurt use their flesh.

Put them in all the pots on the stoves.



520. “For water, pour the blood of the horses
into the pots that were made
of the stomachs of elephants

killed in the war.

521. “For garlic use the white teeth of the horses
that fell on the field
and for salt for the porridge

add the nails of the warriors who died in battle.

522. “Even though the warriors’ souls
went to heaven in the sky, the fiery eyes of their bodies
have not lost their fury and are still red.

Use them as fire for the stoves.

523. “Collect the weapons—
spears, swords, arrows and sticks—
use them for firewood

and start the fire.

524. “Use the teeth that were broken and fell out
when the Kalinga warriors

bit stones in the battle.

Crush them and use them for rice

when you cook.

525. “First taste the rice-teeth

you will use for the porridge
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and then use the drums
that are broken and soundless

as mortars to pound the rice.

526. “Put the teeth-rice into the drums
and use the tusks of the dead elephants
for pestles to pound the rice

singing, ‘chalukku, molukku.’

527. “Sing the praise of the goddess Durga.
She gave you corpses
and took away your hunger

and the weakness of your big bodies.

Sing the praise of that great goddess as you pound the rice.

528. “The heroic Chola king,

rider on a galloping horse,

rules the country where the Kauviri river flows.

He bears the burden of his country on his two shoulders,
relieving Adisesha of the burden of carrying the earth.

Sing and praise our king and pound the rice.

529. “Sing the praise of our king Abhayan.

He holds a shining sword and fought in battles,

conquered the Pandyan kings and defeated the Chera kings with his angry

elephants.

Praise our king and pound the rice.

530. “Sing how the Chera kings,
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adorned with diamond-studded crowns,
and the Pandyan kings,

adorned with beautiful crowns,

bow to the great feet of our king.

Praise our king’s gentle feet and pound the rice.

531. “Sing the praise of the elephants
that have fragrant ichor
and bring tribute from the northern kings

to our king Abhayan with a long shining sword.

532. “Sing the praise of our learned Chola king

whose round umbrella covers all the lands surrounded by oceans

and whose flower-like feet are bowed to by enemies.
Sing the praise of the strength of the bows

of our warriors and pound the rice.

533. “Sing and praise of the victorious

royal umbrella of our king

that protects the earth goddess always and pleases her.

Sing the happiness of the people

on the day when our king was born.

Sing the praise of Kulothunga Chola and pound the rice.

534. “Sing and praise the prosperous cities of Vandai,
ancient Mallai and excellent Kaniji.

Sing and praise Karunagaran,

the great chieftain of the Pallava dynasty,

and pound the rice.

132



133

535. “Sing the praise of Karunagara Thondaiman,
the chief of Thondai Nadu,

the conquerer of the Kalinga country

who captured an army of elephants.

He is the cause for poets

to praise our king, our protector,

in a Parani poem.

Sing and pound the rice.

536. “Sing how hundred of thousands of chieftains
decorated with shining crowns

come at an auspicious time,

bow and give tribute to our king

and how the goddess with beautiful eyebrows
gives her grace to all.

Praise our king and the goddess and pound the rice.

537. “Our excellent king Abhayan
has only one crown, but the crowns of the kings
who bow to his feet are hundreds of thousands.

Sing the praise of our king and pound the rice.

538. “The mountains where enemy kings ran
and hid who do not pay tribute

or bow to our king with their crowned heads
are hundreds of thousands.

Sing the praise of our king and pound the rice.



539. “Hundreds of thousands of kings

stand before the palace entrance of king Abhayan,

defeated and suffer losing in the war with the Cholas.

Sing and praise of our king and pound ice.

539. “Hundreds of thousands of kings
suffer standing before the palace entrance
of the ministers of our king

who wears garlands of victory.

Sing and praise our king and pound rice.

540. “The generous king Abhayan

whose arms are adorned with garlands

gives wealth to sages

to perform hundreds of thousands of sacrifices
so the earth may flourish with rain

and those sacrifices never cease.

Sing and praise our victorious king and pound the rice.

541. “Adisesha’s thousand heads do not need
to carry the burden of the earth anymore
because the two shoulders of our king Abhayan
bear the burden of the earth.

Sing and praise our king and pound rice.

542. “Like Vishnu, who gave nectar to protect the gods,

our king with powerful arms gives grace
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to hundreds of thousands of people
and his decorated royal umbrella covers all the lands,
surrounded with oceans in all four directions.

Sing and praise our king and pound rice.

543. “Many kings bow before the feet of our king Jayathungan,
who cut off thousands of arms of his enemies
like the god Vishnu who cut the thousands of arms of Vanasuran.

Sing and praise our king and pound rice.

544, “Like Vishnu who went as a messenger,
with his wheel and other weapons

our king Abhayan with many elephants
decorated with forehead ornaments

carries many weapons and goes to war.

Sing and praise our king and pound rice.

545. “Sift the teeth-rice that you have pounded
with the round sieve that is called “challa vattam’
so that the husk will go away and become clean

and make the rice soft.

546. “Clean the floor with your hands.
Use the beautiful quivers
of the Kalinga warriors as measuring pots

and measure the flour.

547. “Since the gloves that the warriors wore

are not large enough to use as measuring pots,



use their quivers as measuring pots.
Scoop the rice from the mortar

and pour it in the cooking pots on the stoves.

548. “Stir and cook the porridge
so it doesn’t overflow
using warriors hands and horses’ legs as spoons

on Parani day on the battlefield.

549. “Come, take a tiny bit of this porridge

that is like a treasure for us

on your palm and taste it to see if it has enough salt.

550. “Lower the fire so that you will not be hurt.
Use your stirring sticks and stir the pots well.

Stir and stir to cook.

551. “Touch the porridge to find out
whether it is cooked and taste it.
This porridge tastes much better
than any we have tasted before.

Come, let us take the pots from the stoves.

552. “Don’t take the pots

from the stoves with your hands

because you will be burned and drop them.
Use the meat of horses for cloths,

catch the pots on both sides with your hands

and bring them from the stoves slowly.
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553. “You are worried and say,

‘We cannot finish this porridge

with just one mouth.”

But do you really need thousands of mouths

to eat this porridge?

554. “When our tongues

that have not tasted any food for a long time
taste this porridge,

won’t the porridge dry quickly like the water

that is sprinkled on a burning rod?

555. “We have not tasted porridge
like this before in this world.
Will there be any porridge left over after we have eaten?

We know a way to save this porridge.

556. “Take as much as blood you want
for water from the river where hot blood flows
and use the heads of the elephants for pots

to scoop the blood and make it cool.

557. “Sweep the floor

with the tails of dead elephants
using them as brooms

and sprinkle the blood on the floor

to make the floor clean so you can put the pots there.
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558. “Use the shields that kings used in the war as plates
and use the skulls of the heads of the kings
the rulers of the world as drinking cups.

You will have many cups.

559. “Use the golden shields

of the Kalinga warriors who died in the war

as golden serving dishes

and use the royal white umbrellas that have fallen

as shining silver pots.

560. “Use the large legs of the long-trunked elephants
as bowls to drink the porridge
and keep the dishes always full

so that you will get enough.

561. “Use the anger that flares

from the eyes of the warriors shouting in the battle as lamps.

as lamps for those who received the grace of our Anangu

and use the fat of the angry warriors as mats to eat on.

562. “Arranging the plates

according to the status of the peys,
make them sit in lines with their friends
and pour the porridge for them.

Come to serve the porridge, come.

563. “Use as serving spoons

the heads of the enemy warriors
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that have been struck by spears in the battle

and fallen outside of the forts of Gangapuri.

564. “O great cooks,

you have made porridge on Parani day in Manalur
when the king fought with his enemies

and you know how to cook and serve.

Come and serve the porridge in lines.

565. “Give porridge to the brahmin peys.
When they see so much porridge,
they open their mouths and beg continually,

‘bhavathi, piksham dehr’.

566. “Check that there is no hair in the porridge,
rinse it with a cloth made of fat

and serve the porridge to the Jain peys

that have made a vow not to Kkill

and eat only once a day.

567. “Give the Buddhist peys

who cover their whole bodies with a skin
good-smelling porridge made of brains

and let them fill themselves up to their necks
and then babble with their tongues.

Come and serve.

568. “Even though the manager pey ate goat meat,

it is not enough for him and he became thin.
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Make the porridge with various kinds of meat

and give it to the manager pey.

569. “Pour the porridge

into the hands of the hungry blind pey
that cannot find his eating dish
because it was stolen

and laments and searches for it with his hands.

570. “Pour porridge into the hands of the dumb peys
that point at the porridge with their hands

and show their hunger with their sorrowful looks.

571. “Give more porridge to the pregnant pey

that tastes the porridge, licks her tongue,

wipes the end of her mouth and says,

‘My ears were closed before because | was hungry,

but now they have opened after | have tasted the porridge.

572. “Give porridge to that stupid pey

that is shocked and does not know what to do
when he sees his porridge pot is leaking.

He turns it over thinking that it will not leak

and spills it all.

573. “Give porridge to the accounting pey
that takes a part of the trunk of an elephant,
bites it hard with his teeth and says,

‘Pour the porridge on the end of this trunk.’
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574. “Give more porridge to the dancer pey

that takes a pot full of porridge, drinks it and says,
‘My husband will not drink porridge

but | will drink his share too,’

and she asks for more.

575. “Give porridge to the guest peys
that saw the war on Parani day once before

and come now to drink porridge thinking

that they will get porridge on this Parani day in this battle also.

And do not forget the peys that live in our town.

576. “Give porridge to the pey

that saw a dream at night

and told us that there will be a war.

Fill a bowl made of horse skin with porridge

and save it for that pey for tomorrow also.

577. “Give a lot of porridge to the accountant pey
that counted us and told how many of us need to be served
because we are not smart enough to count

how many of us there are to drink porridge.

578. “Bite the soft white intestines.
use the thin fingers as ginger,
chew the bones of the palms

and swallow the brains.
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579. “You all stay together.
Use lotus buds for garlic, bite

and scoop the hot porridge, blow and drink.

580. “Ask Brahma to give you three mouths
and show him how you could use all those mouths

to happily drink the porridge.

581. “Run, sweat and drink the porridge.

Fly like bees, become tired and drink the porridge.
Dance, move around and drink the porridge.
Make sure you have digested the porridge

you have drunk and then drink some more.

582. “Take cool water in the skulls of the angry elephants

that died from arrows in the war
and use it to rinse your mouths

after drinking the porridge.

583. “Use the ears of the horses for betel leaves,
their hooves for betel nuts,
the white part of their eyes for lime,

mix them all together and chew it as pan.

584. “You have eaten too much
and taken too much pan.

O, intoxicated peys!

How will you survive?

Smell the hair on the heads of the bhudams
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and it will cure you if you have overeaten and gotten sick.”

The joyful peys

585. They were happy, they looked like large hills
they bent down,

they burped and got fat,

they prayed to god

and danced on the battlefield.

586. The peys threw off their clothes, danced
and praised the victory of the warriors of king Manadan.
They sang how the Chola army routed the Kalinga warriors

and how the Kalinga warriors left their horses and ran away.

587. The peys danced swinging both their hands.

They praised the victory of the Chola army

sent by the king who gives joy to all people and protects them.
They sang how the Chola army

chased the Kalinga warriors from the battlefield.

588. Some of the peys entered

the stomach of the dead elephants,

imitating the Pandiyan warriors

who entered caves to hide.

Some fell into the flood of blood,

imitating the Chera warriors who fell into the sea

carrying their banners marked with bows.



589. Some of the peys fell and rolled on the floor
like the weapons, swords and arrows

that fell on the battlefield and rolled on it.

Some of the peys ran retreating from the war

with their hair loose, imitating the Kalinga warriors

when they retreated from the war with their hair undone.

590.The peys sang the victory of our king,
the conquerer of the Kalinga warriors
praised by the brahmins.

They praised the compassion

of our king Abhayan whose arms are adorned with garlands.

591. The peys praised our king Manukula Deepan..
They praised the Chola king, the ruler

of the lands in all eight directions.

They praise his faultless fame.

They praised him saying he conquered Sisupalan
and revealed the lies of his enemies

in front of the assembled kings.

592. They praised the king of the Kaveri river.
They praised the king of the Porunai river.
They praised the husband of the virgin queen.

They praised him, the beloved of the Ganges.

593. The peys praised the king with his wheel of justice
rules the wide lands surrounded by all seven oceans.

They praised the king
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and he will protect his land until the end of the earth.

594. The peys praised our king
guardian of the earth just like Karikalan
who protected the land saying,
“It is my duty to create the second time

the earth that was created by Brahma, seated on a lotus as he rules.”

595. “May all be happy.
May Dharma flourish everywhere.
May the sweet grace of the gods spread everywhere.

May the sages receive the benefit of their tapas.

596.“May the good paths of the Vedas spread everywhere!
May cruel famine that Abhayan vanquished disappear!
May the fame of the kings who protect the earth spread!

May the earth remain forever. May rain pour always.”

SUBHAM

Extra poems:

After 133:

The goddess is never separated from Shiva.
How can one praise the power of the goddess,
abiding always with him

as the inner meaning of “om.”

After 589:
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Some of the peys pretended they were chieftains,

and carried drums, royal umbrellas, chowries, garlands,
tall banners and sounding conches.

They praised the king and said,

“May the king give his grace

so that we may always bring tribute for him

and worship his ankleted feet.”

The peys praised the king and sang,

“Our king comes in the divine lineage of the Sun.
He is the god Indira, Abhayan, the protector,
Ahalangan, the faultless one,

and Arintaman, the best of all.

Let us praise his limitless fame.”
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