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Introduction for Manimekalai, the Epic of Kalavanihan Chathanar.

Even though the heroine of this story is Manimekalai, the epic includes the stories of
many others: Sudhamathi, Gomukhi and her son in Chakravalakottam, Manimekalai
and Deepathilahai, Aputhiran, Adirai, Kadyasandihai and Kanchanan, Punniyarajan,

Kannagi, Masathuvan and others. The translation includes all the stories.

The epic is divided into thirty chapters, which | have divided into seven parts as
follows:

PART. 1 Prince Udayakumaran and Manimekalai in the flower garden and the
streets of Puhar

1. The drummer announces Indra’s festival in Pukar

2. The gossip of the town

3. The flower gardens and streets of Puhar

4. Prince Udayakumaran sees Manimekalai through the walls of the marble
mandapam

5. Sudhamathi and the prince. The goddess Manimekalai appears

PART 2. The Goddess Manimekalai

6. The goddess Manimekalai tells the story of the Chakravalakottam to Sudhamathi
7. The goddess wakes up Sudhamathi

8. Manimekalai wakes up in Manipallavam

9. Manimekalai sees the Buddha Peedihai and it tells her previous births

10. The story of the sage Chakkaran and Manimekalai (Lakshmi in her former birth)
PART 3. The Amudhasurabhi and Young Aputhiran

11. Manimekalai receives the Amudhasurabhi from Gomuki pond. The story of young

Aputhiran



12. Aravanar and Manimekalai

13. Aravanar tells the story of young Aputhiran to Manimekalai

14. The story of the Amudhasurabhi

15. Manimekalai begs for food and feeds the poor

16. The story of Saduvan and Athirai. Athirai gives food from the Amudhasurabhi
PART 4 Udayakumaran and Kanchanan. The story of Kayasandihai

17. Manimekalai feeds the poor. The story of Kayasandihai

18. Chitrapathi goes to see Udayakumaran. Udayakumaran goes to the temple
19. The king changes the prison to a choultry and Manimekalai feeds the poor
20. Udayakumaran and Kanchanan

PART 5. The Queen and Manimekalai

21. The Kandil Pavai tells Manimekalai’s future

22. The king imprisons Manimekalai. The story of Dharmadathan and Visakai
23. The queen asks the king to release Manimekalai and takes her to her palace
24. Chitrapathi asks the queen to release Manimekalai and Manimekalai reaches the
country of king Punniyarajan

PART 6 Punniyarajan and Manimekalai

25. Punniyarajan goes to Manipallavam and knows his previous births

26. Manimekalai meets the goddess Kannagi. She enters Vaniji city

PART 7 Manimekalai’'s Tapas. Manimekalai and the Philosophers

27. Manimekalai asks various philosophers their philosophies and they give their
answers

28. Manimekalai goes to the city of Kanji and sees her grandfather Masathuvan
29. Manimekalai learns dharma from Aravanar. The story of Killivalavan and
Peelivalai

30. Manimekalai performs tapas not to be born again



The story of Manimekalai

At the beginning of the epic, the author Seethalai Chathanar praises the goddess
Sambapathi and describes how the Kaviri river came to the Chola country and how
the city there was called Kaviripumpattinam. The rishi Agasthiya tells the king
Todithol Chembian to celebrate a festival in Pukar for Indra, the king of the gods, and

the king decides to celebrate the festival.

A drummer announces the festival and the people decorate their houses and Pukar.

Many scholars of religion, literature, and orators come to Pukar.

Madhavi, the mother of Manimekalai, goes to Indra’s festival without Manimekalai
and Chitrapathi, the mother of Madhavi, sees that Manimekalai is not at the festival.
She calls Vasanthamalai, a friend of Madhavi, and asks her to go and bring Madhavi

and Manimekalai. Madhavi refuses to come to the festival.

When Manimekalai is stringing garlands she hears what Madhavi tells about Kovalan
and Kannagi, her father and mother, and is upset and sheds tears. Madhavi tells
Manimekalai to go to the flower garden and bring some new flowers. Sudhamathi

and Manimekalai go to the flower garden.

The Chola prince Udayakumaran sees that his friend Ettikumaran is sad and asks
him the reason. Ettikumaran tells the prince that he is upset to see Manimekalai as a
bhikshuni. Udayakumaran tells Ettikumaran that he will go and bring Manimekalai in
his chariot. When the prince approaches the garden where Manimekalai is picking
flowers, Manimekalai hears the sound of the chariot and tells Sudhamathi that
Vasanthamalai has told Madhavi that Udayan is attracted to Manimekalai.
Sudhamathi is worried and puts Manimekalai in the marble mandapam in the garden

and locks her there. The prince Udayakumaran arrives and asks where Manimekalai



is. Sudhamathi tells him that the beauty of the body does not last as the body

becomes diseased and loses its beauty.

At that time Udayan sees Manimekalai through the walls of marble mandapam.
Sudhamathi tells the prince the story of her and her father, how her father searched
and begged to receive food, how the Jains did not want to help them but a Buddhist
monk did give them the help they needed. Udayan continues to love Manimekalai

and decides to go to Chitrapathi and get her help.

At that time evening comes. The goddess Manimekalai appears and worships the
Peedihai that is in the marble mandapam. Sudhamathi worships the goddess and
asks her the reason for the name Chakkravalakkottam. The goddess tells all about

Chakkravalakkottam to Sudhamathi.

After that the goddess takes Manimekalai to Manipallavam island and there
Manimekalai sees a Buddha Peedihai and is told her previous birth. The goddess
tells her that her husband in her last birth was Ragulan and he is the prince
Udayakumaran in her present birth and that is why Manimekalai’s heart begins to

love him.

Manimekalai meets Deepathilahai, the goddess of the island, and she tells
Manimekalai about Aputhiran and the Amudhasurabhi, the pot that never runs out of
food. She tells her that Aputhiran put the Amudhasurabhi in Gomukhi pond. They
both go to the pond and the Amudhasurabhi comes into Manimekalai’s hands.
Manimekalai also hears the story of Aputhiran from the Buddhist sage Aravana

Adigal. Manimekalai feeds the poor and the hungry with the Amudhasurabhi.

Udayakumaran sees Manimekalai feeding the poor in the temple and tries to talk to

her. Manimekalai wishes to avoid him and takes the form of the Apsaras



Kayasandihai who was living on the earth because of a curse. Kanchanan,
Kayasandihai husband, comes to meet his wife and sees Manimekalai feeding the
poor after assuming the form of Kayasandihai. Kanchanan thinks that his wife loves

Udayakumaran and kills him.

After this the queen mother of the prince gives many troubles to Manimekalai
because she blames Manimekalai for the death of her son. The queen imprisons her

and Aravanar, Madhavi and Sudhamathi come and release her.

Manimekalai meets Punniyarajan who was Aputhiran in his previous birth and they

both go to Manipallavam where Punniyarajan finds out about his previous birth.

Manimekalai goes to Vaniji city and sees the statue of her mother Kannagi and meets
many religious scholars. Then she goes to Kanchi and hears about the Dharma from

Aravanar. She performs tapas and lives as a Buddhist bhikshuni.

Manimekalai of Settalai Chathanar
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Pathiham : Praise of the goddess Sambapathi

The goddess Sambapathi defeats the early morning sunlight
rising over the tall shining mountain in the Chola country.
She is red and rises from the mountain and stays there.

She is the enemy of the Rakshasas on the earth.

She protects the Chola country.

The story of Kaviri

King Kanthan of the Chola country asked the goddess Kauviri,

to come and make his lineage flourish.

Agastya’s pot was turned over by a crow

and its water flowed as the Kaviri river in the Chola country.

Sambapathi, the goddess of the Chola country, saw Kaviri,
welcomed her and said,
“You are the Ganga of the sky.

You, light, came here for king Kanthan.”

Agastya told Kaviri,

“Mother, listen. You should worship the ancient Sambapathi.”
Kaviri, the goddess of wonderful Tamil and of the Chola lineage,
never fails to flow in the land of Bharatham praised by poets.

She saw Sambapathi and worshiped her. .

Sambapathi, pleased to see Kaviri, said,



‘I have named this city after you.
When Brahma created it he named it after me,

and so this city has two names, Champu and Kavirippumpattinam.”

Kdlavanihan Chathanar, the author, recited the story of Manimekalai.

The story starts as the prince Udayakumaran saw Manimekalai

through the marble mandapam and loved her.

The story of Manimekalai and the Goddess Manimekalai

The goddess Manimekalai appeared to Manimekalai

and took her to Manipallavam island and left her there.

She also took Sudhamati to Manipallavam as she was sleeping.
Later the goddess woke up Sudhamati on the island

and took her to her home.

The goddess Manimekalai also took Manimekalai

to the island and left her alone there.

Manimekalai suffered alone on Manipallavam.

A shining Peedihai appeared before Manimekalai on the island
and told her previous births.

The goddess Manimekalai gave her three mantras on the island.

The story of Amudhasurabhi

Deepathilahai, the goddess of Manipallavam, saw Manimekalai
and told her about the Amudhasurabhi.
Manimekalai and Deepathilahai went to Gomuki pond

and Manimekalai received from the pond



the Amudhasurabhi placed there by Aputhiran.
Then Manimekalai with the Amudhasurabhi came, saw her mothers
and went with them to see Aravanar Adigal.

Story of Aputhiran

Aravanar Adigal told Manimekalai the life of Aputhiran.
He said that Sindhadevi had come to Aputhiran

and given him a pot at the temple.

Manimekalai feeds the people

After that, Manimekalai took the pot and went to beg on the streets,
giving food to all chaste women and to Adirai.

She gave food to Kayasandihai who had been cursed by a sage.
Kayasandihai’'s hunger sickness was appeased

when she ate the food given to her by Manimekalai.

The story of Prince Udayakumaran and Kanchanan and the sad end of the prince

Prince Udayakumaran heard that Manimekalai

was in the temple and went there to see her.

There Manimekalai took the form of Kayasandihai

and approached the prince because she did not want him to love her.

At that time Kanchanan, the husband of Kayasandihai,

came from the sky to see his wife.

When he saw the prince and Manimekalai who had taken the form of Kayasandihai,
he thought that the prince loved his wife and killed him.

The goddess told Kanchanan his mistake



and he went to his sky land feeling sad.

The queen, mother of the prince and Manimekalai

The king imprisoned Manimekalai,

and the queen released her and tried to harm her.

Manimekalai used the mantra given to her by the goddess Manimekalai

and escaped the harm that the queen intended.

When Madhavi and Sudhamati asked Aravnar Adigal’s help to release Manimekalai,
he asked the queen to release her and she was released.

The story of the king Punniyarajan and Manimekalai

After that king Punniyarajan met Manimekalai

and she asked him to come to Manipallavam

where he could know his previous births.

Punniyarajan went to Manipallavam to see Manimekalai.
There the Peedihai told him his previous life.

After that Punniyarajan went to his country and ruled it.
After Punniyarajan left Manipallavam,

Manimekalai went to Vaniji city

and listened to the philosophies of sages.

Manimekalai, the tapasvini

Then she went with her mothers to Kanji city
and they worshiped Aravanar Adigal
and he taught them dharma.

Then she became a ascetic.



Kalavanihan Chathanar told in thirty chapters

the story of Manimekalai becoming a sage.
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1. eflpreuewrp sTrews WHBHLHI.
Part. 1 Prince Udayakumaran and Manimekalai in the flower garden

Chapter 1. Indra’s festival

Ancient Pukar is famous

because its people never do wrong.

Agastya the sage of great tapas, praised by the whole world,
stayed on high Vindhya mountain.
He wished to make Pukar, the Chola city,

more famous than before by celebrating a festival for Indra.

He told the Chola king, Chembiyan Cheralathan,

adorned with heroic bracelets,



the conquerer of his enemies and the destroyer of their forts,

to celebrate a festival for Indra the king of the gods.

The Chola king heard the words of Agastya

and decided to celebrate a festival on the earth
for Indra, the king of the gods.

He asked Indra to come to Pukar

and stay there for twenty-eight days

so the people could celebrate the festival for him.

Indra accepted and came. 01-010

The festival was filled with scholars of many shastras,
religious scholars preaching

the good ways of life and moksha,

philosophers arguing about religions,

astrologers telling people their future,

gods coming in disguise to see Indra’s festival,
speakers of many languages,

the five and eight members of the king’s cabinet,

and the ministers of the king.

All came to Pukar.

The guardian Bhudam of Pukar

The people of Pukar said,

“If our king, with his chariot and large army, 1-020
forgets to perform the festival for Indra

as the gods gather together in Pukar,

the guardian, the Bhudam of Pukar with a thunderous voice,



strong teeth and a pursed red mouth,

conquerer of the enemies of the Chola king,

will destroy the city

and there will be a famine in the country.

Therefore the king should erect a pillar for worship,

and perform the festival for the thousand-eyed Indra, the king of the gods,

as all the kings and gods are gathered in Pukar to celebrate.”

The drummer announces Indra’s festival

The drummer, born in an ancient drummer tribe
in the village of Vachirakkottam,

announced the festival in Pukar.

When his clan beat the drums

it sounded like thunder

or as if it were summoning blood-thirsty Yama. 01-030
He took the flower-adorned drum,

belted it securely on the back of an elephant

and began to beat it.

He announced,

“May our famous Pukar flourish and prosper.

May the rain pour three times a month.

May the king’s scepter

not be subject to the future decreed by the stars
when they do not foreshadow good for the country.
May this festival of lights for thousand-eyed Indra

begin on a good day.



May Indra, Agni, Varuna, Yama

and the other gods from the sky

gather in Pukar making heaven empty.

May Pukar look as it did on the day

when the emperor Karikalvalavan went to war.
May those who know how it was on that day

say that now it is just as it was then.” 01-040

The people decorate Pukar

The drummer proclaimed,

“O people, put out pots decorated with flowers and leaves,

golden palikais, pavai lamps and other auspicious things.

Plant kamuku trees with bunches of unripe fruits,

flowering plants, and banana and sugarcane trees.

Hang pearl garlands on the beautiful golden pillars.

Take away the old sand and spread fresh sand on the streets. 01-050
Decorate the halls of the ancient town

and fill them with festivals.

Decorate the porches and entrances

with banana leaves and strong-stalked vilotam plants.

The people worship the gods

O religious priests,

you know how to worship the gods

and celebrate the festivals and the ceremonies
for Shiva with an eye in his forehead

and for the other gods of Chadukkam.



The pattimandram and the scholars.

O teachers of wisdom,

go to cool groves filled with sand

and the potiyil mandram.

O philosophers of all religious sects,

go to the debates and join the disputations. 01-060
Do not fight—

if you are angry with people you do not like, leave that place.

At this festival time

when people wander for twenty eight days

with the gods on the white mounds of sand

and beautiful flowering ponds with sand-covered banks,
may hunger, sickness and enmity be destroyed

and may homes and wealth flourish!”

As the warriors with shining swords, chariots,

horses and elephants surrounded him,

the drummer praised all and beat the drum

and announced the beautiful festival of Indra in Pukar. 01-072
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Chapter 2. The gossip of the town

Chitrapathi, the dancer Madhavi and Vasanthamalai

On the auspicious day

when the Deepagachandi festival was celebrated

for Indra, the king of the gods,

the people worshiped the gods and asked them to come
and make the world flourish.

Madhavi did not come to the festival

bringing her daughter Manimekalai with her.

When Chitrapathi, Madhavi’'s mother
saw that they did not come, she felt sad.
She called Vasanthamalai, a beautiful,
long-eyed friend of Madhavi, 02-010
and said, “Go to Madhavi

and tell her the gossip of this rich city.”

Madhavi and Vasanthamalai.



Vasanthamalai was unhappy that Madhavi

had become a renunciant and was worried about her.

She went to the beautiful mandapam blooming with flowers
where Madhavi stayed and saw her wearing lovely ornaments.
Madhavi looked sad and weak.

Vasanthamalai told her,

“You, beautiful as the goddess Lakshmi,

should listen to what | have to say.

It seems the people of this city do not like something that you did.

Madhavi, the dancer

Madhavi, you know various kinds of dance such as vettiyal and poduviyal,
you know how to sing

and perform the seven kinds of dance rhythms with your feet.

You can do chendukku and the other seven thukkus, clapping your hands.
You can perform many thalams,

play many songs on the yaz, 02-020

you know all the elements of dance and the abhinayams,

you can play the drum and the sweet flute,

and you know how to play with balls,

to cook, to take a bath with fragrant powder,

to swim in clean water and sleep without trouble.

You do everything according to the season,

and perform the sixty-four abhinayas.

You understand what other people think

and know how to converse on many things with them.

You know how to conceal things.



You can paint beautiful pictures,

pluck flowers to make garlands

and can adorn yourself according to what is needed
with strings of pearls and garlands.

You know astrology, all the other arts,

and the books that teach courtesans how to dance.

You know painting and can read books. 02-030

O Madhavi adorned with golden bangles,

some elders and most people in the town say that you are an artist
and you know many things about dance,

yet you have become a tapasvini.

This is not good—it is shameful for you.”

Madhavi listened to Vasanthamalai and replied,

“O friend with beautiful ornaments,

when | heard that my beloved Kovalan had died,

| did not die but still live.

| lost all my wealth and my modesty. 02-040

The people in the city do not respect me and speak badly of me.
When some women lose their lovers,

they cannot bear their loss and enter the fire.

Others do not do that but mortify themselves,

making their body grow thin

so they may reach their lovers soon.

But Kannagi adorned with precious ornaments
was not like one of those chaste women. 02-050

She could not bear the misfortune that happened to her husband.



As her tears fell on her breasts

she pinched off her breast, threw it down

and burned Madurai where the Pandiyan king

had falsely accused her beloved Kovalan,

believing the words of the goldsmith who had stolen the queen’s anklets.
Manimekalai is like a daughter to that wonderful chaste woman Kannagi.
The only thing that she could do was to become a bhikshuni.

She did not do any evil deeds

and could not live the life of a courtesan.

That is not all. Listen, O ornamented one,

| entered into the monastery of the faultless Aravanar Adigal,

worshiped his feet and told him 02-060

the sufferings of my beloved and how | suffered

because of what happened to him.

Aravanar Adigal said,

‘People, born in this world suffer because they desire to live in this world
but those not born in this world receive great joy

because they do not desire to live in this world.’

He told me of the peace that comes

when people do not commit the five sins—

lust, murder, drink, lying and stealing.

He gave me his grace and said,

‘Follow the path of having no desires.

That will give you peace.”

Madhavi told all this to Vasanthamalai 02-070
and asked her to go to her mother Chitrapathi

and other women with eyes darkened by kohl



to tell about her life in the monastery.

Vasanthamalai listened to the words of Madhavi

ornamented with precious jewels

and, feeling as if she were plunging into the ocean with roaring waves,
not knowing what to do,

she left that place with a sorrowful heart

and went to see Chitrapathi. 02-075
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Chapter 3. Sudhamathi and Manimekalai on the streets of Pukar.

Vasanthamalai went to Chitrapathi
and told her what she had heard from Madhauvi.
It was Manimekalai’s fate that her future

would be like that of a beautiful flower that spreads fragrance.

When Manimekalai heard what Madhavi said,
she thought of her parents.

She suffered, her eyes shed tears,

spoiling her loveliness,

and the fresh-petaled garland on her breasts

became wet with her tears. 03-010

Madhavi saw her daughter

and wiped her tears away with her lovely hands,

looking as if the cool moon had joined a lotus blossom.

She told her daughter,

“Your garland has lost its beauty because of your pure tears.

Go to the garden and bring fresh flowers just like these.”

At that time, Sudhamathi, Madhavi’s friend,
was stringing garlands with Manimekalai.
When she heard Madhavi asking Manimekalai to go to the garden,

she was concerned and said,

“When Manimekalai heard the terrible things
that happened to her parents, she was plunged into deep sadness.

Her eyes lovely as beautiful neelam blossoms



on her moonlike face shed tears 03-020

as she thought of her parents’ suffering.

If Kama had seen her loveliness,

he would have thrown down his weapons and shivered.
Is it possible for any man to see Manimekalai,

beautiful as a lovely statue, and leave her?

If any man sees her and doesn’t stay to be near her,

he must be no man at all.

The Story of Sudhamathi and Maruthavegan

O jeweled one, listen to my story,

| am the only daughter of my father Kausigan, a Brahmin.
He lived in Sanbai city where Vellalas reside. 03-030

| was never afraid of anything.

| would go alone fearlessly to pick flowers for the ashram.
A Vinjayan adorned with many garlands,

and golden ornaments called Maruthavegan

came to beautiful ancient Pukar

to see the marvelous festival for Indra, the king of the gods.

If anyone on earth saw him, they would worship his divine form.
He saw me and took me to his place in the sky.

| fell in love with him and became his.

We were happy, but suddenly, as if in the blink of an eye,

he left me alone and went to his place that was far away.” 03-040

Description of various gardens

Then Sudhamathi, afraid that Manimekalai



was going alone to the garden, told Madhauvi,

“It is not suitable for Manimekalai, lovely as a vine,
to go alone to the garden to pluck flowers.

If she goes near the walls of the fort

surrounded with trees in the llavandihai garden,
the guards of the palace of the Chola king,

the ruler of the world, will be there.

Uyyavanam is another garden

where flowers bloom and never wither.

The people of the earth do not go there—

only the gods of the sky may go.

Even during the festival for Indra,

people do not go there because they know that Bhudams 03-050

guard Uyyavanam with ropes in their hands.

There also can be found Sambathi garden
where Sambathi, the god, lost his wings because of the heat,
and the Kavera garden of Kaveran,

the father of the Kaviri, the river that never fails.

Since the Sambathi and the Kavera gardens

are protected by an old spirit that attacks goddesses,
goddesses do not go there.

There also can be found Ubavanam

with trees that never stop blooming, 03-060

a garden that belongs to Bhagavan Buddha,

the sage always engaged in penance.

His principle is to take care of all,



giving them his grace and love.

Inside the marble mandapam there,

the sound of outside voices cannot be heard.
If someone is inside the marble mandapam

people outside can only see their shape.

The Buddha Peedihai.

There is a Peedihai in the form of a lotus

shining in various colors like diamonds

and spreading its light.

If someone places flowers on them, the buds will open
into flowers that never become dry.

Bees do not swarm there.

Even though many years have passed

| have not forgotten its power.

Madhavi, listen.

If someone trusts in a god

and puts flowers on the Peedihai and worships it,

the flowers will not just bloom and wither like other flowers,

but rather will go and reach the feet of the god worshiped by all,
and if someone does not think of any god,

the flowers that he places will simply remain there.

The Peedihai was constructed in ancient times by Mayan

to teach with its flowers.

It was intended to make those ascetics of hard penance suffer
who believe that acts bear fruit even when done without intention

and to support those who say



that acts done without intention do not bear fruit.

Your daughter should not go to any flower garden except Ubavanam 03-080
because she could be harmed in all the other gardens.

O Madhavi adorned with ornaments,

Manimekalai is lovely as a vine—

| will go with her to pick flowers.”

On the way to the garden what Sudhamathi and Manimekalai saw

A Jain Monk

They went on the road where shining chariots were running
and saw a Jain monk from a Jain ashram,

a sage from the temple of Arugan

carrying a pot on a rope hanging from a long stick.

Even though the monk was not wearing any clothes

he did not feel ashamed.

He did not want to hurt any creatures

that might be on his body.

He had not eaten anything and had not bathed,

looking like an unbathed, suffering elephant. 03-090

A Drunkard

After that, they saw a drunkard.

He stopped the monk on the streets and spoke to him.
“O monk, | worship your lotus feet. Hear my words.
You should not walk, suffering with a dirty body.

Our guru has taught us that present and future births,



the end of life and the joy of moksha

will all come according to one’s karma.

The soul in our body will not suffer

as if it were locked in a hot room.

Is anything wrong with drinking the sweet toddy that comes from palm trees?
If one drinks toddy is it killing anything?

You do true tapas!

If you eat and drink like me

and find that the joy of that is better

than the results of yoga that you do, why don’t you start drinking?
If you find this is not true, then do not accept me as your disciple,
but if you find that it is true, you should accept me.”

He made this bet with him as some onlookers stood

and looked at the drunkard and the monk. 03-100

A crazy man on the street

A crazy man was wearing arali garlands

made of buds and erukkam flowers on his arms.

His clothes were made of leaves and stalks from branches of trees.

His whole body was smeared with pure sandalwood paste and white ashes.
He talked to the people around him rudely.

He cried, fell, babbled, and screamed. 03-110

He bowed to them, got up,

wandered all about, and ran here and there.

He ran a long time, ending in a corner

where he saw his shadow and became confused.

People saw him, felt pity and stood around him.



A pedi (transvestite) in the form of Mohini

Then they saw some people looking at a pedi 03-115
dressed as beautiful Mohini,

the form assumed by Thirumal to cheat the Asuras
when the milky ocean was churned.

His hair was dark, curly and decorated with flowers,
his mouth was red as coral,

his teeth were white and shiny,

and his bright long eyes were lined with red.

He had dark bending eyebrows

and his forehead was like the crescent moon.

His lovely red hands were like kandal blossoms,
his young beautiful breasts were round, 03-120
and his waist was broad and thin.

His arms were painted and his dress

hung down only to his knees.

Taking the form of Mohini,

he danced like Vishnu when the god dressed as a pedi
on the streets of Cho city of the Rakshasa Vanan.

The pedi came and danced like the disguised Vishnu,

and many people stood around him to see him dance.

Many noisy newcomers came to Pukar
with its tall palaces and high brick walls
covered with lovely paintings of faultless gods
and many creatures painted by skilled artists.

They attracted people’s eyes and they stood



and stared at them. 03-130

Mothers and babies

Some mothers wearing shining ornaments

took their children on elephants and chariots for rides.

The children wore golden chains with pendants studded with diamonds
and three chains that hung over their foreheads.

Their mouths were red and they babbled,

and the moisture from their mouths dripped on their aimpadaithali chains.
Their dresses were caught in the diamonds on their chains

as they swayed. 03-140

Their beautiful mothers, adorned with bangles and other ornaments,
put their children on elephants for rides and felt happy.

When they saw the children, people said,

“See the children, they are like Murugan,

the son of Lord Shiva seated beneath a banyan tree.”

Seeing Manimekalai people feel sad.

The people gathered in the garden

to see the dance of the pedi, disguised as Arjuna

when he stayed in the city of Viradan.

They came near Manimekalai and said,

“Manimekalai is young and beautiful.

Her mother made her a bhikshuni to do tapas, something cruel.
She has no compassion for her daughter. 03-150

If Manimekalai enters the garden to pick beautiful flowers,

could even the swans that see her walking



stay there without being ashamed that they cannot walk like her?
Will the peacocks that stand before her be able to learn her grace?
Will the green parrots be able to compete with her prattling words
and the sweetness of her voice that is sweeter than theirs?”

They said these things and crowded together to see her.

The beauty of the flower garden

The garden was blooming
with kuravam and marvam blossoms
kurundu and kondrai flowers, 03-160
thilagam, vahulam and vetchi plants with red stalks,
blossoming punnai trees surrounded with narandam and nakam plants,
pidavam, talavam, thorny screwpine trees,
kudasam, vediram, asoka treea with thick trunks,
cherunthi blossoms, vengai trees, beautiful shenbaga trees,
and ilavam plants blooming with fire-like colors.
All these flowering plants looked like a cloth with a lovely painting on it.
Manimekalai bowed to the Ubavanam
and went inside the garden with Sudhamathi. 03-171
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Chapter 4. Prince Udayakumaran sees Manimekalai

Sudhamathi showed Manimekalai the bees, cuckoo birds,

monkeys, swans, peacocks, lotuses, and tazai flowers.

Sudhamathi said, “See all these, Manimekalai.
The darkness in the blooming garden
is worried as it sees the bright rich rays of the sun

and slowly leaves.

See the bees that sing like flutes

and the fireflies that light up and chase the darkness away.

See how the bees with childlike voices

swarm and sound like a yaz.

See how the garden is so dense that sunlight cannot come in.

See how the cuckoos enter the dense garden
where monkeys play and peacocks dance.

O Manimekalai see all this. 04-010

The dance of the peacock

See the pond with clear jewel-like water
overspread with green moss.

One fragrant blooming lotus

is standing among many flowers

and a king swan rests on it sweetly.



The lovely peacock on the bank of the pond
dances beautifully for the swan to see.

The rooster with a rough voice crows,
sounding as if it were a drum

while the dark cuckoo on the branches
sings for the dancing of the peacock.

O Manimekalai, see this.

Tazai flowers

The tazai flowers are covered with the dust
kicked up by the wheels of the chariots speeding along the streets,
and your face is like the fragrant lotus blooming beneath those tazai flowers

that shed white pollen on them.

Manimekalai’ s red fingers and the chichili bird

Your reddish hands chase away

the honey-drinking bees swarming around your face thinking it a lotus.
See how the beautiful blue jewel-like chichili birds

are distressed when they fly to catch fish

swimming among the lotuses in the pond

and cannot catch them.”

Sudhamathi showed all these things in the garden and the pond

to Manimekalai and said, “O Manimekalai see all these things!”

Prince Udayakumaran arrives at the garden on his horse.



Udayakumaran, the son of the Chola king,
the ruler of the world under the white parasol
that defeats the brightness of the moon,

came to the garden riding his horse .

The galloping horse of the prince.

The prince’s horse sped swiftly

as if it were a boat caught in a storm,

seeming not to know where it needed to go
because of the wild waves and wind

while its captain trembles

and the mast towering above its sails is broken,

and the ropes holding its sails have snapped and clatter loosely. 04-030

The angry elephant

At that time a mahout struck his elephant with his goad

and it became wild, spreading confusion along the royal street,
the streets where bannered chariots run,

and the street with the divine peedikai in that city of two parts.
The mahout, the drummers, a flock of vultures,

wanderers and poor people on the streets,

all were scared and screamed for help

as that royal elephant named Kalamegam was maddened

and ran like a dark mountain down the street. 04-040

The prince of the Cholas adorned with an athi garland,

holding the rail on his beautiful chariot,



sped and controled the elephant.

Even though he was as handsome and valorous as the god Murugan,
one could tell he was the Chola prince

because of the athi garland of the Cholas that he wore. 04-050

The prince and his friend Ettikumaran.

The handsome prince with his garland

rode down the beautiful streets of the city

where his friend Ettikumaran was sitting on a porch

on the street of women dancers and actresses.

There the porches were made of gold

and a breeze blew through the windows of the houses.
Ettikumaran was lying on a flower-spread bed
embracing a woman with lovely fragrant hair.

As he played a makara yaz

he seemed motionless, as if he were a painting.

The prince saw him and asked,

“You look unsure, staying here with these women.
What is troubling you?”

Ettikumaran, embracing the woman,

went near the prince adorned with a garland dripping with honey.

He said, “I saw Madhavi’s daughter Manimekalai.
She was suffering as she thought of her father Kovalan
and looked like a withering flower locked in a box.

When | saw her | felt sad like her and began to play my yaz.



This is what is troubling me.”

The prince goes to bring Manimekalai

The prince with his honey-dripping garland

was pleased to hear Ettikumaran and said,

“I will go, put her on my beautiful chariot and bring her here.”

He drove his swift chariot and it went like the moon cutting through a bank of clouds.
Driving his chariot on the palace-lined streets

he reached the entrance of the flower garden

where the trees were so tall they touched the sky.

Manimekalai, worried when she heard the sound of his chariot,
asked Sudhamathi with her sweet nectar-like voice,

‘| overheard Vasanthamalai talking to Madhavi

saying Udayakumaran had told Chitrapathi that he likes me. 04-080
Now | think I hear the sound of Udayakumaran’s chariot.

What should | do?”

Sudhamathi, shocked and trembling like a terrified peacock,
said to Manimekalai, “Go into the marble mandapam.”
When Manimekalai went inside, Sudhamathi locked its door,

went a little distance and stood there.

The Prince and Sudhamathi.

The young prince arrived at the garden

bright with many flowers blooming like the rays of the sun

and stopped his swift chariot that was always escorted by his army. 04-090



The young prince came as if the sun had entered,
spreading its light in the flowering garden.

He looked around with his lotus eyes

at the flowering trees and the bushes and saw Sudhamathi.
He said, “There is no one here—you are alone.

If your soft-natured friend Manimekalai walked here,
wouldn’t her waist suffer?

Wouldn’t she be speaking like a child?

Wouldn't her pearl-like teeth just be growing in? 04-100
Wouldn’t her long fish-shaped eyes extend to her ears?
Wouldn’t even Kama be surprised seeing her eyes?
Why has Manimekalai left the ashram of the monks

and come here alone?”

Sudhamathi advises the prince

Sudhamathi, wearing flowers dripping with honey,

feeling as if she were locked in a room, told the prince,

“You come from the famous dynasty of king Karikalan.

| am very simple—how could | advise you what to do?

When two old people came to young Karikalan for justice,

he disguised himself as an old man and gave them justice.

You were born in that Chola dynasty.

How can |, a woman adorned with lovely bracelets, advise you? 04-110
Still | will tell you something.

O you with strong hands that fight in battles, listen!

People receive a body because of karma,



and that body experiences good and bad karma.
If one takes away its clothes and ornaments,
it is only flesh that will be discarded.

A body grows old and gets terrible diseases.
It desires everything on earth,

and does many wrong things.

It is filled with anger

and is dangerous as a snake pit.

Filled with troubles and disabilities

it is unable to make decisions

and has a mind that is unsteady.

You, great prince, should understand

that this is the nature of the human body.
Know this and leave Manimekalai.

She is only a human.”

The Prince sees Manimekalai through the walls of Palikkarai

Before even the sweet words of Sudamathi entered the prince’s ears,
through the marble walls of the room
where Sudhamathi had asked her to hide

he saw Manimekalai, beautiful as a coral doll or young vine. 04-125
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Chapter 5. Sudhamathi and the prince. The Goddess Manimekalai appears.

The young prince Udayakumaran saw Manimekalai’s form,

as beautiful as a golden blooming creeper behind the marble wall.
If the gods saw her shining body,

they would wonder whether they were seeing a woman

or a golden statue of Lakshmi.

She had a lovely body given by formless Kama

with five flower arrows and a fish banner.

The prince was excited to see her form and understood



that she was a just a lovely woman with eyes like neelam flowers
even though she looked like a statue

of Lakshmi behind the marble wall.

He went near the shining mandapam

and touched the wall with his hands.

He felt like a painter seeing a lovely painting

and wondering at its beauty.

He realized that she was Manimekalai

with eyes as beautiful as kavi flowers.

The Prince and Sudhamathi

He looked at Sudhamathi and said,

“She is beautiful as a painting

and her beauty shines in all the directions.
What kind of girl is this Manimekalai,

lovely as a young vine? Tell me.” 05-010

Sudhamathi, her hair adorned with lovely flowers, answered,
“If my friend Manimekalai does not enjoy

your handsome body that is like the lord Murugan’s

who split the Kurugu mountain,

that is because it is her fate to become a bhikshuni.

It is her curse not to fall into passion.”

The Prince said,
“If flooding waters rise, can they be stopped?
That is how kama is. 05-020

If someone falls in love, it cannot be stopped.



| do not mind whether she is a bhikshuni or not.

Let her be whatever she wants to be.”

The Prince felt sad and as he was going to leave the garden

he turned and asked Sudhamathi,

“O beautiful one!

Many people in this town gossip

and say that you, ornamented with jewels,

loved an Apsaras man and would go with him to his world

but that he left you in a Jain ashram and went to his world by himself.
O ornamented one, why did you and she come here alone

from the Jain monastery? Tell me.”

The story of Sudhamathi and her father.

Sudhamathi told the prince,

“O king adorned with sounding anklets,
may your atti garland prosper

and may your heart not follow bad paths.
You are the prince and ruler of this land
surrounded by the rolling oceans. 05-030

| will tell you why | am here with her. This is my story.

My father was a Brahmin and he lost my faithful mother.
He became old and begged to eat and do vrathams.

He performed sacrifices and prayed for rain to fall

so that crops would flourish.

Because of my karma | married a bad husband



and could not live with him.

| left the place where | lived.

My father felt sad and tried to find me.

He searched for me and, traveling with pilgrims,
came to the ocean to bathe at Kumari

where monkeys play on the hills.

He followed some people,

speakers of the north Indian language,

and traveled with them to the place

where the Kauviri river joins the ocean. 05-040

There in Kumari he saw me and asked,
shedding tears on me that would not stop,

‘O my daughter, how did you come here?’

My father was a Brahmin and recited the Vedas.
| was not fit to be with him,

but he loved me and did not want to leave me.
He went to all the houses in the city

and begged to get food to feed me.

One day a cow attacked him and he suffered a wound in his stomach,
bleeding and carrying his intestines in his hands.

He could not bear the pain and we both went to the Jain ashram.

He thought that because | had stayed there before they would help us.
He said to them, 05-050

‘O Jain saints, | come to you for refuge;’

but they did not like us and told him,

‘you are not fit to stay here.’

Those evil ones chased us away,



making our eyes fill with tears as we left that place.

We went on the streets where people lived, crying and saying,
‘We are orphans. Are there any compassionate people here?’
At that time, we saw a Buddhist bhikshu

carrying a begging pot in his hands 05-060

and going to each house asking for food.

Even though the sun was shining with its hot rays,

his face was like the bright moon.

He wore beautiful clothes that were like shining gold.

He looked at us and asked compassionately,

‘Are you in any trouble?’

With kind words he talked to us and made us happy.

He gave me the pot that he had in my hand,

carried my father on his shoulders

and took us to the Buddhist monastery. 05-070

He, a monk and accustomed to doing tapas always,

told us about the Buddha dharma.

He had a faultless nature, not living for himself

and giving his life to serve others.

He had became a monk to make the people of the world happy.
He followed the Buddha's wheel of Dharma

and was without any of the passions.

| worshiped the feet of him, a disciple of the Buddha.

My tongue can only praise him—
| cannot not say anything more than that, O prince.

May you prosper.” -05-080



The Prince said,

“O you adorned with beautiful ornaments,

| understand what you have told me

| will go to Chitrapathi and ask her

how to make Manimekalai

whose waist is lovely as a vine accept me.”

Then, disappointed, he left the garden.

Manimekalai comes out of the marble room.

Manimekalai’s face was like the cool moon and her eyes like fish.
She came out of the marble room and said to Sudhamathi,
“The prince may think that | am not a chaste woman

and have no thoughts of penance.

| do not belong to any of the four varnas,

so people of those varnas will not protect me.

Even though he thinks | am a dasi and may not respect me,
my heart does not think that he has no affection for me—

it likes him and wants to follow that stranger.

O dear one, is this the nature of passion?

If this is passion, | wish its power were destroyed.” 05 -090
Manimekalai, adorned with flowers dripping with honey,

said this as she stood with Sudhamathi in a corner at the festival.

The goddess Manimekalai comes to Pukar

The goddess Manimekalai appeared, 05-095

disguised as a lovely girl of that village,



to see the beautiful festival for the king of the gods, Indra.
She went around a Peedihai studded with diamonds,
worshiped the image of the Buddha’s footsteps on it and said,
“‘How can | praise you?

You are learned, pure, virtuous and the ancient one.

Should | say that you are the highest one in all the rituals of the world?
You are faultless, never become angry, 05-100

the highest one who understands everything.

You are beyond all passion, you are the joy of all,

and you have destroyed karma, the cruel enemy of everyone.
You have a wheel with a thousand spokes,

but | do not have thousand tongues to praise your beautiful feet. 05-105

A description of Pukar in the evening.

Pukar, the beautiful lady,

lovely as a blossoming vine, was filled with scholars. 05-109
She was surrounded with fields and hills,

and moats filled with pure water.

Everywhere flowering plants bloomed.

Her feet were the moats around the city, 05-110

her mekalai ornaments were the walls of the forts,

and her arms the great entrances decorated with strings of flowers.
The tower of Vachirappadai Kottam

and the tower of the Karpaga tree Kottam,

standing opposite each other, were her breasts.

Her face was the matchless temple that has abided

in the world for many eons.



The moon that disappears in the east in the morning 05-120
and the sun that sets in the west in the evening
were like silver and golden earrings brightening her face.

She belonged to the Chola king adorned with an athi garland.

A male swan played among the lotus flowers,

embracing his mate above one of the blossoms.

An andril bird climbed on the highest branch of the palm tree

and called her mate to tell him that evening was coming.

Cows, grazing in the forest blooming with kuvalai flowers,
spilled sweet milk from their udders on the grass,

and the milk fell on the earth, 05-130

their calves thought of their mothers and called them

making the sound fill the open space.

Brahmins started sacrificial fires for the evening,

women adorned with lovely bracelets lit their lamps,
singers in the marudam lands strung and played their yaz’s,
cowherds on the mullai lands played their flutes,

and Evening with her fresh body arrived,

sad that her bright sun was setting,

as if a girl were entering her parents’ home

after losing her husband in war. 05-141
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Part 2. The Goddess Manimekalai
Chapter 6. The Chakravalakkottam

The moon rose as the evening arrived,

spreading its bright rays,

its blemishes showing like the failings of good people.
Its bright cool light fell

like milk poured from a silver pot on flowering plants

as they drip honey from their flowers.

The goddess Manimekalai appears before Sudhamathi and speaks to her

Like a lightning flash the goddess appeared as a girl.
Her form was like a rainbow, the bow of Indra.

She bowed and worshiped the Peedihai

with the footprint of Buddha on it,

the ancient god with the wheel of Dharma.

In the form of a lovely girl in Pukar

she came to Sudhamathi, looked at her and asked,
“Why do you stand here?”

Sudhamathi told the goddess

“The prince cannot control the irresistible desire

that he has for Manimekalai, ornamented with beautiful jewels.

Even after he leaves the garden of the monks,



he will continue to follow her on the street.” 06-020

The goddess told Sudhamathi,

“You and Manimekalai should go along the wide street

through the small place next to this large garden that is on the west side.
There you will see Chakravalakkottam where monks live happily.

You will have no trouble during the night if you stay there.

Go and stay there.”

Sudhamathi asked the goddess about Chakravalakkottam.

Sudhamathi asked the goddess,

“O lovely one,

only the wicked apsaras Maruthavegan and some others

call that place Chakravalakkottam.

The people of this city with tall walls call it Sudukattukkottam. 06-030
| do not know why this is.

O great one, tell me why you call that place Chakravalakkottam.”

The goddess, adorned with beautiful ornaments said,
“I will tell you the reason clearly.
You came with the daughter of Madhavi—

now don’t go away. Even if it grows dark, hear what | say.

There is a burning ground next to that place

that terrifies anyone who goes there.

That fortress has four entrances

and it is surrounded with guarded walls.



Into the first entrance of the kottam
where flags fly over the doors,
the gods enter on their lovely chariots

decorated with paintings. 6-040

The second entrance is surrounded with watered fields

where paddy and sugarcane flourish.

On the third entrance the walls are white

and pictures have not yet been painted on it.

The fourth entrance is made of silver

and has no paintings.

A Bhudam with a red mouth, terrifying face and angry gaze.

stands to guard the place carrying a trident and a rope.
The structure and the description of the kottam

In this Chakravalakkottam surrounded by four walls,
the heads of people who have sacrificed themselves
hang on the trees. 06-050

There is a Peedihai and in front of it

is a pavilion where people give sacrifices.

There is a large temple for Kali, the goddess of the forest.

There are short and tall brick hill-like temples



constructed for sages when they died doing severe tapas, for kings,
and for chaste women who died with their husbands.

They were made for people of various castes. 06-060

There are pillars made in the names of heroic gods

and sacrifices are made to them on raised platforms.

Many streets cross each other and go in circles in that kottam.

It has huts where guards carrying sticks and pots eat food and sleep.

Flags fly amid the smoke
while pandals have been raised with hanging decorations.

All these things are spread around the burning ground there.

Noises in Chakravalakkottam.

The people on the burning ground make many sounds.
Some burn corpses,

some bury them,

some throw corpses randomly in holes,

some put them in pots,

and some come and go night and day grieving. 6-070

There are many sounds there in Chakravalakkottam—
the sound of neythal drums

that make people’s hearts shiver when they are beaten,
the sound of people worshiping buried sages,

the sound of crowds crying for the dead,



the mournful sound of long-faced foxes standing near the fire,
the sound of owls calling out to the dead,

the sound of the kural that eats dead flesh,

the sound of the andalai that eats and discards that food,

and the unceasing sound of the clear waves of the ocean.

Various mandrams

There is a mandram surrounded with vahai trees

with tall branches over which clouds float.

The roaring sound of the rolling waves of the ocean spreads there. 06-080
Mournful sounds never cease in that place,

covered with bushes of tandri, oduvai, uzinjil, kandai, suurai, and kalli.

Many groups of peys wander there with terrible hunger,

In Vellil mandram, eagles that eat white fat and flesh

stay in their nests.

In Vanni mandram, sages on the burning grounds

make fires ceaselessly.

In Irathi mandram, 6-090
sages, doing penance and fasting

collect the heads and arrange them.

In Vellidai mandram
people cook the fat of the dead in pots

and have a feast.



The Parandalai Mandram (in the Paranthalai war, the Chola king Karikalan defeated

the Chera king Neduncheralathan)

In the Parandalai Mandram, one can find many things—
pots with fire inside,

skulls with holes in them,

white biers,

cloths on the corpses,

dried out garlands, broken pots,

paddy, fried rice, rice for sacrifices,

all thrown there, spread on the burning ground

of great Parandalai Mandram.

When there is a war,

the cruel king Yama, compassionless, takes the lives of people—
sages, the rich, the poor, innocent young children,

babies, pregnant women, older people—

he kills them all and puts them in a pile.

When people see this ground burning with fire that destroys everything,
they do not worry and do not think of doing good deeds,
but drink and live without any concerns.

Could anyone be more ignorant than those people

The goddess Manimekalai tells Sudhamathi the story of Sarngalan and his mother

Gothamai

A traveler named Sarngalan came to a forest

and saw a pey at a burning ground.



He was a Brahmin and, as a sage, would tell people

that the body is only something made of bones, flesh and blood.

In that burning ground he saw a female Bhudam on a platform

and he heard many noises:

a fox carrying meat in its mouth made a happy noise, 06-110

an eagle eating the flesh of a corpse’s stomach made a noise,

a wild dog took the hand of a corpse and ran about making a racket,
a vulture took the flesh of a corpse’s chest, ate it and made a noise.

All these sounds were like drums on that burning ground.

As all these sounds mixed together.

The female pey that Sarngalan saw,

carrying in her hand the large head of a corpse, danced. 06-120
She did not care whether the corpse’s hair was like a cloud,
whether it had fish eyes, a nose like a kumizh,

a mouth like a murukkam blossom, and pearl-like teeth.

The pey did not feel sorry for anything

as she ate the eyes of the corpse

and danced moving her split feet around joyfully

on the burning ground.

Sarngalan was with his mother Gothamai,

and he saw the pey and screamed in fright.

He said to his mother, ‘Look, mother, | am going to give my life
to this old pey on this burning ground,’

and fell down and died in front of her. 06-130

His mother held the body of her son to her breast,



and called the goddess Sambapathi.

Shining like gold, Sambapathi came to her and asked,
‘Why did you summon me in the middle of night?
Tell me what troubles you.’

Gothamai, holding her son, 06-140

stood at the entrance of the forest,

and told the goddess of her terrible troubles.

‘My husband is blind.

| and my son took care of him and | am alone now
because an anangu killed my son

and ate him without any compassion.

Was it an anangu or pey?

See, how my son lies there as if asleep.

You are the goddess Sambapathi
and you protect and take care of ponds,
mandrams, plants, houses and temples.

Don’t you have any compassion?’ 06-150

Gothamai told her sad story to the goddess Sambapathi

standing at the entrance of the forest holding her son’s body.

Sambapathi felt sorry for her and said,

‘An anangu could not have killed your son.

Your son, a Brahmin, wears a sacred thread on his chest
but is ignorant.

He came to the forest in the middle of the night,

but his own fate is the cause for his death.

It is not the fault of anyone. Do not be sad.’



Gothamai said to the goddess, ‘Take my life and give my son’s life back.
My husband is blind and needs someone to take care of him.

If my son is alive he will take care of his father.’

The goddess felt sorry for Gothamai and said,

‘If a soul dies, it will be born again according to its karma.
You should not feel sorry for him 06-160

because he will be born again.

| cannot give his life back because it is his fate to die.

| cannot take away your sorrow.

O beautiful one, cruel people say that killing is dharma,
but that is not right and they lie.

Many have given their lives for their kings,

and thousands of forts in this forest belong to the king.
Events like this always happen.

Do not think of bad things.’

Gothamai told the goddess,

‘The four Vedas say that gods can give whatever boon one wants.
You are a great goddess.

If you do not give your grace to me and save my son,

| will die right here.” 06-170

The goddess said,

‘Only the ancient god of Uzhi can restore lives—

the gods and goddesses wandering in this forest cannot.
If they could, | would also give life to your son,

but | do not have that ability.

| do have some powers. | will see what | can do.’



The goddess Sambapathi calls various gods and goddesses

in Chakravalakkottam to come to Gothamai and speak to her.

She called the four formless Brahmas, sixteen Brahmas with forms,

the sun, the moon, the six types of beautiful small gods and goddesses,
many asuras, eight kinds of people in hell,

all the stars that move in the wide sky,

and other stars and constellations,

telling them all to come before Gothamai and the goddess Sambapathi. 06-180

When all the gods had come,

the goddess told them Gothamai’s troubles

and asked them to help her.

When these gods and all other gods in the world
had heard Gothamai’s troubles,

they said that her son not die because of the pey
but because of his fate.

Gothamai was released from her suffering

and died with her son. 06-190

The goddess Manimekalai tells Sudhamathi the reason for the name

Chakravalakkottam.

This Cakravalakkottam, the place where all the gods
and goddesses gathered together for Gothamai,

has a mountain surrounded by the oceans.

Meru mountain is at the center of this kottam,

surrounded with seven small mountains.



There are four large islands in the ocean,

and two thousand small islands, and other places.”
The goddess showed all these places to Sudhamathi
along with all the places where all creatures live

and told her how Mayan the carpenter for the gods

made Cakravalakkottam.”

She said, “There is a burning ground outside the walls of the forest.
That is why people call this Sudukattukkottam.
Such is the history of this place.”

After that the goddess Manimekalai
described to Sudhamathi the sorrowful life of people born in the world

and left her in the forest after she went to sleep there.

The goddess picked up Manimekalai
flew south through the sky for thirty yosanai,
and left the sleeping Manimekalai adorned with ornaments

on Manipallavam island surrounded by the ocean and left. 06-214
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Chapter 7. The goddess wakes Sudhamathi in Manipallavam

The goddess Manimekalai comes and speaks to the prince in the night

After the goddess Manimekalai left Manipallavam island,
leaving Manimekalai there, she went to prince Udayakumaran.
The prince, feeling sad and lying on a soft bed,

thought, “When the night is over, | will get Manimekalai,”

and he was not able to sleep thinking about her.

That very night, the goddess Manimekalai
appeared before the prince and told him,

“O prince, if a king holding a scepter

does not rule properly and justly,

the stars in the country will go on a wrong path,

and if the stars do not go in the right way,



it will not rain during the rainy season.

If there is no rain, crops will not grow

and the people will starve. 07-010

A king, the protector of his country,

should think that his citizens are his life.

You should think of Manimekalai

as a bhikshuni and consider that she is also your citizen.

You should stop thinking of her and stop loving her.” 07-014

The goddess Manimekalai wakes Sudhamathi

After advising the prince, the goddess left him and went to Sudhamathi.
She woke her and said,

‘Do not be afraid of me.

| am the goddess Manimekalai.

| came to this city to see the festival for Indra.

This is the time for the vine-like young Manimekalai

to follow the path of tapas.

| flew through the sky with the ornamented Manimekalai

to the faultless island Manipallavam and left her there. 07-020
Your good friend, lovely as a vine,

will come to your place after seven days.

Even if she disguises herself

and stays in this rich, guarded, happy city,

she will not hide her true form from you.

After she arrives here many things will happen

to help her become a bhikshuni.

Go and tell Madhavi how | have met you



and what has happened to her faultless daughter. 07-030
Tell her also that Manimekalai did not do anything wrong

or follow any bad ways.

Madhavi knows about me.

The day she gave birth to her daughter, Kovalan said to her,
‘There is a goddess in the ocean where large waves roll,’
and he named his beautiful daughter after me.

That is how Manimekalai got her name.

One night on an auspicious day,

| appeared to Madhavi in a dream and told her,

‘You gave birth to a divine girl

and she will be a great devotee of Buddha and will do tapas.
She will not fall into passion for anyone.

Tell Madhavi what | have told you.’

After saying this, the goddess went away. 07-040

Frightened, Sudhamathi woke up and was worried.

A description of the evening and night in Pukar

The dancing girls who performed with their teachers went to sleep.
The musical instruments—the yaz, drum, flute and others—

were silent and went to sleep also. 07-040

There was no music from the stringed instruments
because girls stopped playing them

with their soft hands ornamented with bangles.

Some wives were angry with their husbands

because they had gone the houses of their mistresses,



and when they slept with their husbands,
their eyes were red with feigned anger,
but still they embraced them

as they slept on their fragrant beds. 07-050

Children, ornamented with aimpadaithali,
stopped babbling sweetly with their red mouths
and playing with their small chariots,

and, tired, went to sleep.

Their foster mothers smeared veempu

and ven cirukaduku on their children’s bodies
so they would sleep well.

Then only did they go to their beds and sleep.

The doves in the houses, 7-060
the birds that lived in the ponds,
and the birds in the groves
became quiet and went to sleep.
The drums were stilled.

Everything in that ancient city went to sleep.

The sounds in the night.

It was the middle of the night in Pukar.

In Chakravalakkottam there were many sounds.

The people caring for the water clocks

in the palace of the king announced the time.



Hungry elephants called for food

because they had suffered without food from the morning.

The guards beat their small drums as they watched the city
and the sound of those drums spread
in the large streets where chariots run

and through the small streets and alleyways.

The sound of the music of the ironsmiths, 7-070
working on the boats that float on the roaring sea,

spread as they drank toddy, grew intoxicated and sang.

Women wearing a paste of margosa leaves
and small white mustard seeds

followed other women after they had given birth
to keep spirits from coming near them

as they went to bathe in ponds.

Spreading everywhere, the shouting
of strong tiger-like warriors was loud as thunder
as they performed sacrifices at crossroads and called out,

“May our king on his bannered chariot be victorious!” 7-080

There was music of the magicians
that relieves the pain of young women
who have given birth for the first time

and also calms other women after giving birth.

The sound of people calling female peys



to come to the sacrifices spread there.

Sudhamathi heard all the sounds

in the night in Chakravalakkottam and was afraid.

She walked through the small entrance in the west side of the wall
and arrived at the large entrance of Chakravalakkottam

that the goddess Manimekalai had described.

Many people were entering to go to the ashrams there.

She went through the door and waited on one side. 7-090

The Kanthil Pavai
The past life of Sudhamathi and Madhavi

In the Chakravalakkottam,

Mayan, the carpenter of the gods

had made a wonderful statue, the Kanthil Pavai,
and it came before Sudhamathi.

It tells the past and future lives of all people

and it began to tell the past and future life of Sudhamathi and Madhavi. 07-098

Kanthil Pavai appears and tells Sudhamathi her previous life.

The Pavai said, “In a former birth,

you were the daughter of Ravivarman, the king of Yasodhara,
and you were married to Duchayan,

the king of the land of Kacchayam with a large army of horses.
When you heard your sister Tharai had died,

you fainted and an elephant killed you. 07-100



In your next birth, you were born to Kausigan.
Your father belonged to the Karalar tribe in Sanbai city.

and he named you Veerai.

After that Tharai your sister was born as Madhavi

and Lakshmi, your other sister, was born to Madhavi as Manimekalai.
Madhavi and Manimekalai were both born in Kavirippumpatinam.

O Sudhamathi, do not be afraid of me.

Your sister Lakshmi, born as the daughter Manimekalai to Madhavi,
will come to know her past and future lives on Manipallavam island
and then come here in the middle of the night

after seven days to join you.”

Sudhamathi heard the Kanthil Pavai’s words, trembled and woke up. 07-110

Description of the morning.

Dawn arrives.

After being up all night, the guards went to sleep.
The couples sleeping on soft clean beds woke up.
The Valampuri conches began to sound

without any worry that they were waking everyone.
Erudite poets recited their poems loudly

to the sounding of the conches.

Elephants with dotted faces trumpeted.

Horses, arrayed in lines, woke up and moved about.
Birds on the branches of the trees woke up and sang.

Bees flying in the blooming groves drank honey and hummed. 07-120

Merchants, musicians and others wake up.



The bracelets on the hands of beautiful vine-like women jingled.

The sacrifices made to the gods with flowers were finishing.
Ornament merchants worshiped gods and sprinkled flowers on them.
Musicians played their instruments at the entrances of houses

and the sound spread everywhere.

The entrances of the houses of generous people

were filled with many things to give to the poor.

The sun, banishing the darkness of night,

rose over the sea, waking everyone.

Sudhamathi sees Madhavi.

Sudhamathi, worried and suffering like a peacock pierced by an arrow,
went along the streets of the large city, walking so her feet hurt.

She went to Madhavi and told her everything

that had happened to her in the night. 07-130

Madhavi, unable to see her daughter,

suffered like a snake that has lost its precious jewel.

Thinking of Manimekalai, Sudhamathi stayed there without moving

like a body that has lost its sweet life. 07-134
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Chapter 8. Manimekalai in Manipallavam

A description of Manipallavam Island

On the seashore of the large ocean, pearls flourish,

conches are spread out like seeds, waves roll in with red coral
and sandalwood and akil trees spread their fragrance.

On the bank where the nyazhal trees grow

ambal and kuvalai flowers bloom together

as bees drink honey from them,

and there are punnai trees with bent branches,

and tazhai plants flower.

On that beautiful island
Manimekalai was sleeping on the sand white as moonlight
where flowers had fallen and made a bed. 08-010

She got up, her hair beautiful even in the morning.

As she looked around

she felt like a soul that has been born in a different land
in a new place without its close relatives.

She could not see anyone she knew

and could not understand where she was.

She saw things that she had never seen before.



She could only see the blue wide ocean

as the sun rose spreading its bright rays.

Manimekalai worried and said,

“Is this place near Ubavanam?

Sudhamathi, where are you hiding? 08-020

| am confused and do not know whether this is real or a dream.
My heart trembles. Answer me.

The darkness is disappearing

and the night is going away.

O Sudhamathi with beautiful bracelets,

aren’t you a friend of my mother Madhavi?

Come to me—where did you go?

Did the young shining goddess wearing lovely ornaments
come from the sky to cheat us and disappear?

| do not know what happened.

| am alone and | am afraid.

My precious one, come!”

Manimekalai did not know what to do.

She saw the ocean and the birds flying around the waves.

The birds all gathered in a flock—

some opened their wings,

some kept their wings closed.

A swan that stood in front of them looked like their king, 08-030
and the water looked like the camp of his army

when he was fighting a war.

She wandered all around the seashore



and the tall sand dunes surrounded with water.
She could not see anyone she knew.
She was sad and had not even combed her hair.

She sobbed and cried.

Longing to see people she knew,

she thought of her father and, sad, 08-040
she said “O father, because of your bad fate
you went with your wife adorned with bangles

to a foreign country and were killed by the Pandiyan king.”

The Buddha Peedihai, placed there by Indra, appears before Manimekalai

At that time the Buddha Peedihai,

the seat of the Buddha, appeared before her.

It shone spreading its rays.

It was round and made of marble,

four and a half feet high

and thirteen and a half feet wide in each direction.

On it was a square in the form of a lotus,

a suitable seat for Buddha, the god of dharma.

Only fragrant trees shed their flowers on it—no other trees did so.

No birds went near it to flap their wings. 08-050
The seat of the Peedihai was studded
with beautiful jewels given by Indra, the king of the gods,

and that shining Peedihai tells people the events of their future lives.

The story of the Buddha Peedihai



In the east in Naganadu, two kings
constantly fought with one another

to obtain the Buddha Peedihai,

each claiming it for himself

and never relenting in his desire to obtain it.
They went to the war with large armies and fought.
One day as they were fighting,

a Buddhist sage came to them and said,
“Do not fight—it belongs to me!”

and took it from them.

This is the story of the Dharma Peedihai
worshiped by all famous people. 08-063
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09-70

Chapter 9. The Buddha Peedihai and Manimekalai

The Buddha Peedihai tells Manimekalai her previous life

Manimekalai adorned with precious ornaments

was puzzled seeing the Buddha Peedihai before her.
She put her hands, beautiful as kanthal flowers,
above her head and worshiped it.

Her lovely eyes shed pearl-like tears on her breasts.

She circled the Peedihai from left to right three times,

then fell to the floor, bowing and touching her waist to the ground.

When she rose she realized that birth and death are true

and knew her past birth. 09-010

Manimekalai worshiped the Buddha Peedihai and said to it,
“O great one, | worship you.

You know what is true—I| now know beyond doubt



that all that you said in Kayangarai is true. 09-010

Manimekalai repeats to the Buddha Peedihai what it told about her life.

The story of the king Brahmadarman

Brahmadarman was the brother-in-law of Adipathi,
the king of Purva Desam in Kandaram,

where the people lived happily, observing dharma.

O you who tell the ways of dharma to all, you told him,
‘O king, on this island where fruit trees flourish,

there will be an earthquake in seven days,

and it will destroy the country.

Naganadu will fall four thousand yojanas

into the ground and be destroyed.

You and your people should leave this place.’ 09-020

Hearing you, the king of the great country

ordered his servants to beat drums and told them to proclaim,
‘O people, you all should take all your cattle

and horses and leave this land.’

All the people left

and the king also left with his army

and went north to a city called Avanthi.

On the way he stayed in a camp, with his army

on the bank of the great river Kadyangarai. 09 -030

At that time, just as you said, O faultless wise one, the city was destroyed.



The king and all the people of the country came to you
and bowed to your lotus feet,

and you gave your grace to all and removed their troubles. 09-040

The story of Manimekalai born as Lakshmi to Amudapathi

At that time | was born to Amudapathi,
the queen of the king Ravivarman

and they named me Lakshmi.

Ragulan, a son as bright as the morning sun,
had been born to Neelapathi,
the beautiful daughter of Shripathi, the king of Chitipuram.

He married me.

After my marriage, | and Ragulan
came to you and worshiped you, and you said to me,
‘In eight days a snake will bite Ragulan

and you will enter into fire and die.” 09-050

O lord Buddha Peedihai, you also said,

‘O you adorned with beautiful ornaments,

you will be born in Thavakkali Mudur

and your name will be Kavera Kanni.

At that time the goddess Manimekalai will come to you

and take you in the night to an island in the south.” 09-053

You told me that | will know my previous birth

from you, the divine Buddha Peedihai.



You also told me that on the island | will find a divine Buddha Peedihai,
where the Buddha, the remedy for all sickness,

is seated on a bright seat. 09-060

You said when | worship that Buddha Peedihai

| will know my previous life

and will understand everything

you told me on the bank of the river, Kayangarai.”

Manimekalai felt sad in her heart and asked the Peedihai,
“Won’t you show me where my husband is?

You told me that a goddess brought me here

and she will tell me who my husband is.”

Manimekalai was waiting for the goddess to come

to take her to her home. 09-071
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Chapter 10. The story of Sadhu Chakran and Manimekalai (Lakshmi)

When the goddess saw that Manimekalai

knew her past birth from the Buddha Peedihai, she was pleased.
She took some fragrant flowers

and came down from the sky to earth,

looking like a blossoming vine.

The goddess worshiped the Buddha Peedihai and said,

“At this time on the earth,

when all the creatures in the world are losing their wisdom
and do not want to listen to the dharma

so that the world suffers with poverty, 10-010

you appeared as a young wonderful sun to brighten this world.
| bow to your feet.

My tongue praises this seat that is fit for you.

May the troubles of this world vanish.”

The goddess went around the Peedihai and worshiped it.

Manimekalai came before the goddess Manimekalai, fell on the ground,
bowed to her and asked, “I know my past birth because of your grace.

Where is my dear husband?” 10-020

The goddess Manimekalai tells Manimekalai the story of Sadhu Chakran. Ragulan

and Lakshmi (Manimekalai in a previous birth)



The goddess said,

“Listen, in your previous birth your name was Lakshmi.
One time in a flower garden

you were having a love fight with your husband Ragulan,

and he, excited with passion, bowed to your soft lotus feet.

At that time a sage Sadhu Chakran was wandering in the sky

going to an island called Rattinatheevu.

He came here to this cool grove with a wheel of dharma in his hand.
You were ashamed because your husband was bowing to you

while you, your thin waist shivering, were bowing to Sadhu Chakran. 10-030

O you with fragrant hair,

when he saw you and the sage, Ragulan became angry and asked you,
‘Who is that person who has just come here?’

You closed Ragulan’s mouth with your hand and told him,

‘A sage came from the sky—you should not be angry with him.

We should bow and worship his feet.’

Then you both bowed to his feet and said,

‘O holy one, hear what we would say.

Even though we are not your devotees,

we will bring you sweet water and food.

Please eat and drink. We will do whatever you wish.’

The sage said, ‘Mother, | will eat—bring some food.

The good deed of feeding a sage will remove your future birth.” 10 -040
Udayakumaran, the prince who came to the flower garden

and saw you was your husband Ragulan.

Just as he is attracted to you, you will also love him



and you will not be able to forget him.

Your mind is like land where kandasali paddy grows—
it should not get spoiled turning brackish. 10-050

| do not want you to fall in love with Udayakumaran,

O you adorned with beautiful ornaments,

and that is why | took you to the island of Manipallavam.” 10-050

The story of Tharai and Veerai (who this birth are Madhavi and Sudhamathi)

The goddess said, “Manimekalai, listen. Your elder sisters were Tharai and Veerai
and they were married to Thuchayan, the ankleted king of Anganadu.
Once he went with his wives to the high mountains to play

and stayed on the shores of the great river Ganges.

When they were there, Aravanar, a faultless, wise Buddhist sage came.
You went to the sage, worshiped his feet and asked him, 10-060

‘Why did you come here?’ The sage replied,

‘On this hill are the faultless lotus footprints of lord Buddha.

He, the ancient god, holds the wheel of dharma.

He removes the birth and death of all people and creatures

and takes away their troubles.

He abides on this hill and, melting in his heart,

gives his grace to all creatures to live without hatred.

The lord Buddha stays here, on this hill, and preaches his dharma,

and so this hill has the sacred lotus footprints of lord Buddha

and is called Pada Pangaya hills.

| came here to circumambulate this hill and worship the feet of the lord Buddha.

O faultless one, you should also come and worship this hill.” 10-070



O beautiful Manimekalai,
you worshiped the sage and gave him respect.
Because he gave you his grace, Tharai and Veerai were born

as Madhavi and Sudhamathi in this birth and you know them.

O you with alli flowers in your hair,

you know your previous births, you know what the dharma is,
and you know the many philosophies of religious scholars.
When religious scholars tell you their false philosophies

they will not tell you much about their religion

because they think you merely a young woman adorned with bangles. 10-080

| will give you a rare mantra that enables you
to take other forms and to fly in the sky.

On the auspicious day of the full moon

you will know that you will escape

the common perception of this world

and attain the sacred dharma of lord Buddha.
This will be true—understand!

Worship this great Peedihai and go to your home.”

The goddess was going to leave her,

but it returned to her again and said,

“| forgot to tell you one thing,

O you with beautiful ornaments.

Hear me. The bodies of people are made of food only. 10-090
This mantra | will give you will remove hunger of all.”

Saying that, the great goddess gave her another mantra

and rose to the sky. 10-093
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Part 3. The Amudhasurabhi and Young Aputhiran

Chapter 11. Manimekalai receives the Amudhasurabhi. The story of young Aputhiran

Deepathilahai and Manimekalai
The goddess Manimekalai left Manimekalai

on the island of Manipallavam and flew away.



Manimekalai walked one kavadam distance
wandering about and looking around the white sand dunes,

flowering groves and ponds blooming with flowers.

Manimekalai meets the goddess Deepathilahai

When Manimekalai was wandering about,

Deepathilahai, a goddess, appeared before her and asked,

“Did you come on a ship and escape when it sank in the ocean here?
You are beautiful like a golden vine—

who are you?”

Manimekalai answered,

“You, shining like a golden vine, ask me who | am.

Do you wish to know who | am in this birth

or who | was in my previous birth?

Listen to me carefully.

| was married to Ragulan in my last birth and my name was Lakshmi.
In this birth | was born a daughter to Madhauvi,

a dancer, and my name is Manimekalai.

The goddess Manimekalai has the same name as |,

and she brought me to this island.

The great Buddha Peedihai on this island told me of my previous birth.
This is how | came here

and came to know the truth of my last birth.

You are charming as a blossoming vine. Who are you?”

Deepathilahai, adorned with ornaments,

knew of Manimekalai’s previous birth.



She told her why she had come to the island.

She said, “There is an island called Rattinatheevu next to this island.
On the top of the high mountain there called Samandam,

there is a footprint of the Buddha, the lord of Dharma.

His feet are a boat that saves people from the ocean of birth.

| went there, circled it, worshiped it and came here.

| protect this faultless shining Peedihai

because Indra, the king of the gods, put it here

and ordered me to take care of it.

My name is Deepathilahai.

Manimekalai receives the Amudhasurabhi that was placed in

Gomuki pond by Aputhiran

O Manimekalai, listen.

Only those who follow the auspicious dharma of Buddha,
the king of dharma, can see this Peedihai.

If they worship it folding their hands

they will come to know their past births.

All the people of the earth cannot be as fortunate as they—
only they will know what dharma is,

and you are like one of those sages.

O you adorned with beautiful ornaments, listen.

In front of this famous divine Peedihai,

there is a pond called Gomuki,

filled with pure flourishing water and beautiful kuvalai

and neythal flowers that bloom in the spring. 11-040



Then, during the bull asterism,

on the fourteenth of the twenty-seven stars,

the Amudhasurabhi, a pot that is always filled with food

and never becomes empty, will appear

on the birthday of the lord Buddha.

This Amudhasurabhi is the wonderful pot that was kept by Aputhiran.
He would feed hungry people with it.

Once the god Indra became angry at Aputhiran

and made the rain pour so the land flourished.

Aputhiran could not find anyone to feed

and so decided to perform tapas.

At that time he put the Amudhasurabhi in the water of Gomuki pond,
prayed and said that the pot should appear from the pond

on every full moon day in the month of Vaikasi under the star of Visaka
on the same day the lord Buddha was born.

You, beautiful as a young vine, hear me.

This very day is the full moon day in the month of Vaikasi,

when the divine Amudhasurabhi will appear in this pond,

O you adorned with faultless jewels,

it appears that the pot will come into your hands.

The food that comes from that pot

is a wonderful remedy for all hungry people.

The people can fill their hands with its food

and it will never grow less.

O you with hair adorned with fragrant flowers,

you will know all about Amudhasurabhi from

the sage Aravanar at the place where you live.”

Deepathilahai told all these things to Manimekalai.



After hearing Deepathilahai,

Manimekalai went around the divine Buddha Peedihai
and worshiped the Buddha.

Then she and Deepathilahai circled the Gomuki pond
and stood worshiping it .

Manimekalai stood there, lovely as an young vine,

and the pot Amudhasurabhi that has been so venerated
came to the hands of innocent Manimekalai

adorned with precious bracelets.

Manimekalai was pleased and worshiped the Buddha Peedihai. She praised the
Buddha, saying,

“You, the heroic one, conquered Kama.

You remove the cruel enmity

of evil conduct, and | worship your feet.

O divine one, you teach dharma to all,| worship your feet.

You are the ancient one,

and do not desire moksha, | worship your feet.

You do not have eight future births like others, | worship your feet.
You are the eyes that give sight to all, | worship your feet.

You do not listen to evil words, | worship your feet.

Your words are excellent, | worship your feet.

You remove the sorrows of people on the earth, | worship you.

My tongue knows only to praise and worship you.”11-070

Deepathilahai also worshiped the feet of the lord Buddha
staying under the shadow of a bodhi tree

and praying to the Buddha to remove the troubles of all. 11-070



Deepathilahai told Manimekalai, adorned with precious ornaments,
“‘Hunger is an evil sickness and will destroy a good family,

kill excellence and destroy the knowledge

that is a person’s boat to cross over births.

It takes away the jewel that is self-respect,

destroys beauty, and makes a person beg on the street

with their lovely women with ornamented breasts.

Hunger is a sickness and an evil.

My tongue does not have the ability

to praise the fame of the person

who takes away the hunger of people.

Deepathilahai tells the story of hungry people and the sage Viswamitra.

Once when there was no rain in the world,

all trees and green things withered in the hot sun

and all creatures died without food and water.

Viswamitra, learned in the Vedas,

renounced his kingship and became a sage.

Once he was wandering in his country to see what was happening
and saw that everywhere there was hunger and famine.

He wanted to make the land flourish and remove hunger.
Because there was no food for him to eat,

he began to eat even the food that was given to dogs.

He prayed to Indra, the generous one,

and asked him to make the rain come.

Indra, the king of the gods, came to him and made it rain,

so that crops grew abundantly, the land continually flourished and the people

survived.



Living by giving food to hungry people, doing charity,

and removing the hunger of the poor who cannot find food,
is the way to live a true life on the earth.

Giving food is giving life.

You have the gift of giving life to all

and know the matchless dharma

that is to remove hunger.”

Manimekalai tells her previous birth to Deepathilahai

After hearing Deepathilahai,

Manimekalai told her about her previous birth.

She said, “In my last birth a snake bit my husband

and | was going to enter the fire.

At that time just as | was losing sensation,

| saw a dream in which | fed the sage Sadhuchakkaran.
That offering of food to the sage

is the reason this Amudhasurabhi came to my hand.

It will remedy hunger and give life to people.

On this great earth, rich people live enjoying their wealth

because of their good karma in their last birth.

But there are many born poor and because of their bad karma

they go to the houses of the rich and beg for food.

They wear torn clothes and their stomachs are shrunken from hunger.
They are so hungry that even in the heat and rain

they wander about, go to the houses of the rich, stand before them
and sorrowfully and tirelessly beg for food.

This divine pot gives food like the breasts of a mother



that give milk when she sees the withered faces of her children.
The food that comes from this
is the wonderful remedy for people’s hunger.

| want to see the happy faces of people when they receive food.”

When Manimekalai described the power of the Amudhasurabhi,
Deepathilahai said, “I had forgotten the power of this Amudhasurabhi,
and you have reminded me of it. 11-120

The clouds become dark to pour rain

because of the compassionate people who follow dharma.

You know all the wonderful deeds that this pot will do.

Now you may return to where you live.”

Manimekalai bowed to the feet of Deepathihilagai
and carried the divine pot in her lotus hands.
She went around the Buddha Peedihai, worshiped it

and then flew through the sky using her mantra and went to her place.

Manimekalai arrives at her home and sees Madhavi and Sudhamathi.

Madhavi was worried about her daughter.

She said, “The faultless goddess told me

that my daughter Manimekalai would come in seven days.
The seventh day has arrived but my daughter has not come.

Is something wrong?"

That evening, Manimekalai appeared before Madhavi,
relieving her worry and concern.

She said, “In your previous birth



you were the daughter of Ravivarman,

and were married to Thuchayan, the king,

master of an army of horses.

Your mother was Amudapathi

and your sisters were Tharai and Veerai.

Tharai was born as my mother

and Veerai was born as Sudhamathi.

May you have good fortune that will remove

your bad karma in this human birth,

O you adorned with beautiful bracelets!

Go to the monk Aravanar and ask him about your births.
This is the wonderful pot, the Amudhasurabhi,

that came to me from the hands of Aputhran. Worship it.”
Madhavi and Sudhamathi worshiped the Amudhasurabhi and praised it.
Manimekalai said, “Let us go to worship the feet

of the faultless monk Aravanar.”

They rose and went to see Aravanar. 11-146
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Chapter 12. Aravanar and Manimekalai

Manimekalai, lovely as a vine,

accompanied by Sudhamathi and her mother,

searched for Aravanar Adigal’s place and went to see him.

He was old, his hair was white,

and his tongue trembled when he spoke.

Manimekalai, her dark hair adorned with flowers, went near him,

worshiped his faultless feet three times and praised him.

Manimekalai describes to Aravanar what happened to her in the garden and on the

island of Manipallavam

Manimekalai said, “When | went to the blooming garden to pick flowers,
the prince Udayakumaran came, saw me and spoke to me.

Then the goddess Manimekalai took me to the island of Manipallavam, 12-010
where | saw the Buddha Peedihai with the footstep of the Buddha,

the god of dharma on the island.

The Peedihai told me about my previous birth

and how the goddess with fish eyes said in Manipallavam

that my husband from the last birth

is prince Udayakumaran in this birth.

The goddess told me that Tharai and Veerai

were my sisters in my previous birth

and in the present birth they have been born

as my mother Madhavi and Sudhamathi. 12 -020

The goddess Manimekalai told me

to go to Aravanar Adigal and listen to his words of dharma,

and after that the goddess left me on the island of Manipallavam



after teaching me the following three mantras—

to disguise myself in whatever form | wish,

to fly and wander in the sky,

and not to become hungry when | have no food.

The goddess Deepathilahai appeared before me suddenly

and told me about the Amudhadurabhi

left by the young Aputhiran in Gomuki pond

to appear on a full moon day

and be received into the hands of someone who feeds hungry people.
The goddess said that very day was the full moon day

when the pot would appear in the Gomuki pond.

Deepathilahai and | went to Gomuki pond on that full moon day
and the pot rose from the pond and came into my hands.
Deepathilagai knows the story of the Amudhasurabhi

and asked me to go to you, sage Aravanar,

to know about the young Aputhiran.

Then Deepathilahai told me to go to her home and left.”

Manimekalai told these things to Aravanar and bowed to him. 12-030
He was pleased to hear the story of Manimekalai

and said, “O you adorned with golden bangles,

may you live happily! Listen carefully

and | will tell you what happened to you in your previous birth.”

Aravanar tells Manimekalai the story of the previous births of Manimekalai,

Sudhamathi and Madhavi.

Aravanar said, “Once, | went to the mountain

where there is the lotus footprint of the ancient god Buddha.



There in a flourishing garden

| saw Thuchayan, the ankleted king of the Kachayam country, 12 -040
| asked him, ‘O king with a large army,

are you and your wives well?’

He was not happy and sadly told me

what had happened to his wives adorned with shining ornaments.
He said that his wife Veerai drank, grew intoxicated

and went in front of an elephant and was killed.

Her sister Tharai, hearing that and unable to bear her grief,
climbed to the top of a building, fell and died.

| told the king

that these things had happened because of his wives’ karma,

and that he should not be sad.” 12-050

After telling the story, Aravanar asked Manimekalai,

“Why do you, dancing women, come today wearing other clothes?

Aravanar tells Manimekalai, Sudamathi and Madhavi truths about birth

“You with hair adorned with fragrant flowers,

you know your births and virtue.

The births of uncharitable people

are like a path filled with grass and thorns—

a rough way blocked by stones. 12-060

Life is like this: one sees there is a red sun in the sky

and sees that cool dew has disappeared

while not realizing that the two things are connected.

An ocean cannot enter a small hole that a needle can enter

but a small current of water can flow through it.



People say just like that, one person can get good karma
even though he has not done many good deeds.

Even if | say these things about life people will not understand. 12-070

Once, all the gods in the Chakravalakkottam
gathered together, went and worshiped
the feet of the god of Thuditha Loka

and asked him to help them.

Aravanar tells how the god of Thuditha Loka foretold the coming of the Buddha

He told them,

‘Just as the bright sun rises in this dark world,

a very wise one will appear in the year of 2116.

After that, as if the flood of a large pond

were to flow through a small hole,

dharma will joyfully penetrate the small ears of the people. 12-080
At that time the Buddha will appear

like the bright shining sun that spreads diamond light
and remove all the faults in the hearts of the people.
When the sun that is the Buddha appears,

the sun and moon will appear auspiciously.

All the stars will shine

and all the planets will cease their wandering.

The rain will fall on time and the earth will flourish.
The creatures of the world

will no longer be hungry and suffer. 12-090

The wind will blow softly

and all the directions will be bright.



The great oceans will produce pearls

and other good things.

Cows will give milk to fill pots

and their calves drink it and be happy.

Birds will find good food wherever they are

without flying far from their nests.

All animals and people will live without any enemies.
Naragars and peys will not frighten anyone.
Hunchbacks, short people, dumb people

and animals will not be born and suffer.

The people born when the Buddha
appears will hear his dharma and grace 12-100

and have no bad births on this earth.’

Aravanar advises Manimekalai.

O you, lovely as a vine,

may | not forget in all my births

to worship the feet of the lord

seated under the bodhi tree.

Many events will happen because of you in this place,

but after those events occur you will not speak of dharma.

Listen to my words.

These two women with you

worshiped the footsteps of the ancient lord
on the Pada Pangaya mountain

that remove the troubles of all.



They will go around the faultless footsteps
of the lord who stays beneath the bodhi tree with you
and their previous karma will be removed

and they will follow the faultless path.

You, lovely as a vine, 12-110

have received the Amudhasurabhi, the wonderful pot

that is a life-giving medicine.

| will tell you a dharma that will help both people and the gods,
and that is to remove hunger.”

After Aravanar told them of this best of dharmas,
Manimekalai, beautiful as a young vine,

took the Amudhasurabhi in her hand. 12-121.
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Chapter 13. The story of young Aputhiran

Aravanar tells the story of young Aputhiran
“O Manimekalai adorned with beautiful ornaments,

listen, and | will tell you the story of the young Aputhiran



who gave you the divine Amudhasurabhi.

In Varanasi, an Arana Uvattihi Brahmin named Abanjigan,
lived reciting the Vedas and performing fire sacrifices.

His wife Sali was unfaithful to him.

Afraid of staying in the village,

she left her place and went south

to Kanyakumari and bathed in the ocean.

In the middle of the night she gave birth to a baby boy

but was afraid to stay there

because it was a Brahmin village.

She was worried about the baby

and left him in a grove and went away. 13-010

A cow heard the crying of the baby,
came near it, licked it lovingly and fed it sweet milk.

It stayed with the baby for seven days and protected it.

In the village of Vayangodu there lived

a Brahmin proficient in the Vedas.

He heard the baby crying, went near it and saw it.
He felt compassion, shed tears

and realized it was not the son of the cow.

Saying, ‘This is my son!’

he took the baby to his home and gave it to his wife.
He and his wife thanked the gods and exclaimed,

‘A son is born to us—may our family flourish?’

The father taught the boy all the shastras.



He invited his friends

and performed the thread ceremony for the boy on his birthday. 13-020
He taught his son all the things

that a boy needs to know as a Brahmin.

The boy learned all that his father taught him,

remembering everything without mistakes.

One day the boy went to another Brahmin’s home

and saw an animal sacrifice about to take place.

A trembling cow was tied up

with a colorful garland on its horns,

looking like a deer caught in the net of a murderous hunter.
The cow seemed to be afraid of its enemies, the Brahmins,

and fearfully and sorrowfully called for help. 13-030

The boy saw the cow, shivered in his heart, shed tears
and thought, ‘I will steal this cow

in the middle of the dark night and take it away.’

He hid there, took the cow at night and left.

When he was crossing the forest with the cow,

some strong, evil Brahmins came

and caught him with the cow. 13-040.

They said, ‘You are stealing this cow

in the middle of the night and running away.

You are not the good son of a Brahmin.

You are a son of a pulaiyan and we will outcaste you!’

Then they hit him with the stick.



When the cow saw a Brahmin
was going to hit Aputhiran,
it went wild, gored the Brahmin in his stomach

and ran into the forest.

Aputhiran told the Brahmins, 13 -050
‘Do not hurt anyone. Hear what | say.
From the time it was born

this cow has fed on grass

on the free lands given by the king
and lovingly given sweet milk

to all the people of the world.

Why are you angry at this poor cow?
You know the ancient Vedas.

Tell me why you think like this?’ 13 -060

The Brahmins scolded him and said,

‘Brahma the creator of the world is the son of Thirumal,

the ancient lord with a beautiful golden discus in his right hand.
That lord Brahma gave us these sacred Vedas.

You do not know their greatness and you disgrace us.

You are a confused little boy,

only suitable to be the son of a cow, not a human.

What you have done is wrong.” 13 -060

Aputhiran said,
‘Asalan was the son of a cow.
Srungi was the son of a deer.

Virinji was the son of a tiger.



Wasn'’t Kesakambalan, praised by sages, the son of a fox?
You all praise them as rishis in your Brahmin tribes.
Is there anything in the four Vedas

saying that someone cannot be part of a cow’s family?’ 13 -070

The story of Sali

One of the Brahmins said, ‘I know about the birth of this boy.
A woman named Sali from the north

left her relatives, and, tired and weak,

came walking to the ocean in Kanyakumari.

As she worshiped the feet of the goddess Kanyakumari,

| saw her and asked, “Where do you come from?

Why do you come here?”

She told me her story. 13 -080

She said, “| am the dear wife of a Brahmin living in Varanasi,
a scholar of our sacred Vedas.

| did not follow the good life of Brahmins

and was unfaithful to my husband.

| disgraced him and he left me.

| was afraid that the people of my village would hurt me,

left the city with wandering pilgrims

and came south to Kanya Kumari to bathe in the ocean.

| walked for ten miles

and reached Korkai, ruled by the Pandya king,

the rider of a golden chariot.

| stayed in the houses of cowherds and gave birth to a child.

Without showing love for the child



| left the baby in a garden that was not known to anyone

and went away. | have done a terrible sin—

will the gods forgive me?”

She suffered and cried. 13-090

This boy is the son of that sad woman who suffered and cried.
| did not want to tell you what | know about this boy

because everyone thought he is the son of a Brahmin,

but now you know that he is the son of that woman

who left her baby and went away.

Do not protect him—he is a low caste fellow.” 13-090

Aputhiran heard that, laughed loudly and said,

‘Listen to what | say about families where great Brahmins,
the scholars of Vedas, are born.

Isn’t it true that two Brahmin rishis

were born to Brahma, the creator of the Vedas,

and Thilothama, a dancer in heaven?

O Brahmin with your sacred thread,

was what Sali did wrong?’

He laughed at the Brahmins, the scholars of four Vedas,

and stood there.

Pudi, Aputhiran’s father,
thought the boy would not be accepted by the Brahmins
and was not suitable to recite the Vedas

and chased him out of his house.

The whole village of Brahmins scolded Aputhiran, saying,

‘You are a thief and you steal cows!



and threw stones into his begging pot. 13-100

Aputhiran left the village

and went to Madurai where rich people lived.

He stayed in the beautiful temple of Sindhadevi

in the mandril near the Peedihai.

He carried a pot and begged for food from all the good houses. 13-110
After collecting food he called the blind, deaf, lame,

orphans and the sick to come and happily fed them,

eating what was left over

and sleeping with the begging pot as a pillow,

He is a protector of people.” 13-115.
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Chapter 14. Aputhiran and the Amudhasurabhi

Aravanar tells the story of young Aputhiran and the Amudhasurabhi to Manimekalai

“O you lovely as a blossoming vine, hear what happened then.
One day in the dark night when it was raining,

some people came to the temple

and woke Aputhiran, bowing to him and praising him.

They said, ‘We are very hungry and suffering.’

He had no food at hand because he only begged

and gave away everything he got to the poor.

Without food to give them he worried how to feed them.

At that time, the goddess of that beautiful temple,

Sindhadevi praised by all, appeared before him.

She said, ‘My son, do not worry. 14-010

Get up and receive this and your worries will go away.

Even if the country suffers from famine this pot will not become empty.
It will fill the hands of the people with so much food

that their hands hurt.

This pot will always be full, no matter how much it gives,’

and she put the pot in Aputhiran’s hands.

He praised the goddess, ‘Sindhadevi,

you shine like a lamp always.

You make all speak, O queen.

You are on the tongues of all!

You are the foremost of the gods in the sky,

and the ancient one of this earth.



You remove the suffering of all
when they come to you and ask for help.’14 -020

He bowed to the goddess and began to feed the people.

The Amudhasurabhi gave food to the people, filling their hands.
Animals and all the birds living on the fruit trees

gathered there for food and made happy sounds.

Young Aputhiran and Indra the king of the gods.

The generosity of Aputhiran

shook the marble throne of Indra, the king of the gods.

Disguised as an old Brahmin holding a cane, scarcely able to walk,
with a bent back, Indra appeared in front of Aputhiran,

the protecter of all the creatures on the earth

who removed their hunger.

Indra said to Aputhiran,
‘I am Indra and have came to see you.
What would you like? | will give you any boon

because of your generosity. Ask.’

Aputhiran laughed so loud it seemed the bones in his chest would break,
and said sarcastically, mocking Indra,

‘You may go.

Only the beautiful gods stay in your heaven

and enjoy the benefit of their good deeds there.

You are the strong king of heaven,

and the gods there don’t give charity. 14 -040



The protectors of people, sages doing hard tapas,

and people wanting to be without desire

do not live in your heaven.

Are there divine pots like the one | have in your world
that give food to people suffering from hunger?

Is there anything like this Amudhasurabhi

to remove their troubles and see their happy faces?

Are there clothes for the poor people?

Are there women feeding the poor and protecting them?

O king of the gods, what could you give me?’14-050

The thousand-eyed Indra became angry and said,
‘May the rain fall abundantly

and may this land flourish with much wealth.

You will be disappointed without seeing any beggars,
unable to feed anyone with your Amudhasurabhi

that produces so much food!’

After that the Pandya country flourished for twelve years without famine.
The rains poured and people got so much food

that they did not know what hunger is. 14-060

Aputhiran suffers without finding hungry people

People did not come to the Buddha Peedihai at the temple
where Aputhiran stayed to feed them.

There was no sound of people, animals and birds

coming to eat food there.

The place was filled with bad people, useless people,



people without relatives, and street people mocking Aputhiran.
They gambled, played games and gossiped.

It became a place for coarse people.

Aputhiran left the temple, went to many villages
and asked whether anyone was hungry there.
People mocked him and said, ‘Who is this person?’
There was no one to ask him for food

or even to inquire whether he was still alive. 14-070
Aputhiran felt like a lonely king

whose wealth has been taken away by the great ocean.

At that time, some people came in a ship,

saw him and approached him.

They said, ‘O protector of lives,

in Javaga country there is no rain

and many people and creatures are dying without food.’
Aputhiran replied, ‘I cannot find anyone to feed here

because of the curse of Indra, the king of the gods.

| want to go with my Amudhasurabhi to the country of Javaga.’

He happily got on the ship with the people to go. 14-080.

On the way, there was a storm on the ocean

and the ship stopped for one day at the island of Manipallavam.
When it started the next day, the travelers on the ship

thought Aputhiran had come back to the ship

and left in the dark night without him.

When Aputhiran found out the ship had left he was sad.



He searched for people and creatures

but he could not find anyone

and understood that no one lived on that island.

He thought, ‘This wonderful pot is to save lives.

| will not keep it just to save my life—that would not be right.
| have lost the benefit of the tapas

that let me save the creatures of this earth with this pot.

What is the use of keeping this pot only for myself?’ 14-090

Then he went to the pond Gomuki filled with water

and put the pot into it.

He said, ‘You should appear from the pond once a year.
If there is someone kind and generous

who lives to take care of others and save precious lives,
you should go into their hands.’

Then young Aputhiran

went on a fast to give up his life.

| saw him, went to him and asked,

‘Are you in any trouble?’

He told me all that had happened

and, just as the sun that appears in the east,

takes away the darkness and sets in the west,

he left his body on the island Manipallavam

and was born from the womb of the cow

wishing to save the lives of all creatures of the world.
He became the king of the country of Javaga.”

In this way, Aravanar finished telling the story

of young Aputhiran to Manimekalai. 14-104
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Chapter 15. Manimekalai feeds the people

Aravanar continues to tell the story of Aputhiran

“O you lovely as a vine, hear me.

In the cool white Javaga mountains

lived a divine sage named Manmuhan.

He had a cow with golden horns and golden feet

that gave milk unselfishly to all

even before it gave birth to its calves. 15-010

Hear how the great Aputhiran was reborn

and became the king of Javaga country.

Aputhiran gave his life in Manipallavam,

so that he could be born again to do charity

and take away the sickness of hunger.

He kept the love of the cow that gave him milk when he was a baby
and protected him in his previous birth.

In this birth he was born to sage Manmuhan’s cow to save the world.
Because of him rain pours and makes the land flourish

and the creatures of the world are protected.

He was not born with an umbilical cord

but was born from a golden egg.

The gods were pleased when he was born.

He was born on this island filled with sweet fruits

and all the world worshiped his birth. 15-020

Aputhiran was reborn in the spring,
on the thirteenth day after the beginning of the month of Vaikasi

under the star of Visaka, on the full moon day—



the same time of year lord Buddha was born.
Even though there was no rain when he was born,

pure water and flowers poured down everywhere.

Seeing the events that happened,
the sages in Chakravalakkottam were surprised and said,
‘Even though it is not the year when the Buddha was born,

the earth is flourishing! 15-030.

Aravanar tells how the sages went to Kanthil Pavai

The sages decided to go to the Kanthil Pavai
that was on a tall pillar and ask it for its grace
to tell them what had happened if it were willing.

They went to the Kanthil Pavai in the dark night.

The Kanthil Pavai saw them and said,

‘Aputhiran gave his life on the island of Manipallavam

and was reborn born in Javagam to save the lives of creatures.
The sage Aravanar knows about the life of Aputhiran.

You should go and ask Aravanar about Aputhiran.’ 15-040

Aravanar tells the story of Aputhiran reborn as Punniyarajan

Listen to what | know about Aputhiran. The king Bhumichandran worshiped the
divine feet

of the sage Manmuhan and got a son through his grace.

He was happy and thought, ‘I did not have children

and now | have a son by the grace of the sage.’



He took the child and raised him
and the child became the garlanded king of Javagam

since he was raised by the king of that land.

At that time a famine came in that country of Javagam.

Did it come because of Indra, the king of the sky

who did not know the importance of food?

Or because the king of the country was not compassionate?
Even though the Kaviri river was filled with water

there was no rain and people did not get food. 15-050

O you with beautiful ornaments,

the pot you have will take away the terrible suffering of hunger.
You should not hide it away from people.

It is like the time when the milky ocean was churned

and the gods drank the nectar that came out of it

and hid the rest without giving it to the Asuras. It is not right.”

After hearing Aravanar
Manimekalai bowed to him with Sudhamathi and Madhavi,

and went out on the large streets with her divine pot. 15-060

Many people were on the street making noise—
bad people suffering in their hearts with lust,
and coarse people in the city.

They looked as if they were crazy,

like Yugi, the Brahmin minister of Udayanan,
who disguised himself as a disturbed person
and wandered the streets of Unjai

to release Udayanan, the victorious king of Kosambi,



when Udayanan was imprisoned by his enemy Prachodanan

At that time, beautiful Manimekalai,
whom the prince Udayakumaran loved,
her hair decorated with flowers dripping with honey,

came carrying the begging pot in her hand as a female Bhikshu.

Manimekalai meets the apsaras Kayasandihai

Then Kayasandihai, an apsaras from heaven
was wandering about hungry because she had been cursed
by a sage on the bank of a small river

in Vinjai city on the Potiya mountain in the south.

Kayasandihai saw Manimekalai and told her,

“O, daughter of Madhavi, adorned with lovely ornaments,
you should receive food from a pot

from a chaste, lovely woman.

Athirai is the most chaste women among all women

and this is her home. Go inside.” 15-086.
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Chapter 16. The story of Saduvan and Athirai

Kayasandihai tells Manimekalai the story of Athirai.

Kayasandihai, lovely as a vine, said,

“O ornamented Manimekalai, hear me.

Athirai’s husband, Saduvan did improper things

and became interested in a courtesan who fed him well.

He left his ornamented wife and went to the courtesan’s home,
ate the food she gave and lived with her happily.

He gambled, gave her much wealth and lost all his money.
She pretended to love him

but became interested in other men and left him

after he had lost all his gold and wealth.16-010

Saduvan became poor, got on a boat

and sailed with some merchants to another country to earn wealth.
On the way wind stormed on the wide ocean and his ship sank.
He held onto a broken piece of wood floating on the waves

and came ashore in the hilly Naga land where Nakka Saranar lived.



Others on the ship survived holding onto pieces of wood in the storm
and came to where Athirai lived.

Athirai heard from the sailers

that in the night the ship had broken apart in the night

in the stormy waves on the wide ocean

and that Saduvan had lost his life with others. 16-020.

Athirai called the villagers, cried out and said,

‘Make a fire for me and | will die!’

In the burning ground a hole was dug and a fire was started.

She said, ‘If | enter the fire all the bad karma

of my husband will be removed’

but her clothes and the bed she lay on did not burn.

The sandal paste she had smeared on her body

and the flowers on her curly hair did not even change color. 16-030
Looking like Lakshmi sweetly seated on a fragrant blooming lotus,

she cried out, ‘| am a sinner. Even fire does not burn me!’

Suddenly a voice from the sky said,

‘Listen, Athirai, your beloved husband

was pushed by the waves and did not die.

He survived and reached the hills where Nakka Saranar Nagar lives.
He will not live there many years 16-040

but will come here on the ship of the merchant Chandradathan.

Do not worry and suffer.’

She stopped crying and wiped the tears from her eyes adorned with kohl.

She looked as if she had gone to bathe in a pond



and returned home without any trouble.

All the chaste women of the village were surprised
and praised and worshiped her.

If such women ask rain to come, it will come.

She thought that her husband,

as dear to her as the pupil of her eyes, would soon come. 16-050

Her husband was pushed ashore under the shadow of a tree

near a tall hill haunted by spirits.

He was exhausted after suffering in the ocean in the storm and went to sleep.
Some Nakka Saranars living on that fearful island came near him and said, ‘This
poor man seems left alone and has suffered a lot.

Should we eat him?’ They woke him up. 16-060

He bowed to them

and spoke to them in their hunter language, which he knew faultlessly.
They said, “You are a capable person. Listen.

Our teacher, our leader, Gurumahan is here.

Come with us and we will take you to him.’

Saduvan went with the Saranars to their leader.
Their chief Gurumahan was sitting,
surrounded with toddy pots, meat and dried stinking bones.

As he sat with his wife, they looked like a male and a female bear together. 16-070

Saduvan talked to Gurumahan in his own language,
made him his friend,

and Gurumahan had him rest under the cool shadow of a tree.



Then Gurumahan asked Saduvan the reason he had come to the island.
Saduvan told him that there had been a storm

when he came on a ship and he had escaped the storm

and come to the island.

The people on the ship had gone away thinking

that he was on the boat.

Gurumahan told his men,

‘He did not have any food and suffered in the wave-filled ocean.
Pity! He suffered a lot and has not eaten anything.

For this young man, give a young girl,

meat and toddy as much as he wants.’

Hearing the words of the Gurumahan

Saduvan was shocked and said, 16-080

‘These are evil things. | do not want them.’

Gurumahan grew angry and asked him, “If there is no toddy and no girls, what is
there to live for?

If there is anything other than these, show us, and we will see.’

Saduvan said, ‘Faultless good people

do not drink toddy that confuses their minds,

and do not kill people. Hear me.

It is true that people are born, die and are born again.
It is like sleeping and waking up.

If people do good deeds, they will go to heaven,

but if they do bad deeds, they will go to a terrible hell.
Good people understand this and do not want to drink

or have relationships with women. Know this.” 16-090



Gurumahan laughed loudly and asked,
‘You said that one’s life goes away from body and enters another body.
How can a life go and enter another body?

Explain that to us.’

Saduvan was not angry and said quietly,
‘When a body has life,

it has feelings and knows what happens to it.
After life leaves the body,

even when it is burned it feels nothing.

You can understand that there is something
that feels and leaves the body. 16-100
Everyone knows that there is for a life to go to
after it has left its body.

This is not a truth that only | know.

In dreams, one’s life can travel for hundreds of miles
and reach another place.

The life that leaves a body enters another body
as a result of its karma in previous births.

Understand this.’

Fiery-eyed Gurumahan of the Naga tribe

fell at the feet of the wise merchant Saduvan
who knows what is good and said,

“If I do not drink and eat meat

| do not know how to survive.

Tell us of the good dharma

that would allow us to live faultlessly until we die.” 16-110



Saduvan said, ‘You understand now.

If you wish to live in a good way, | will tell you a good way to live.
Save the people who survive and reach the shore

after their ships break up and sink in the ocean.

Do not kill them and eat their flesh - save them and take care of them.
Only eat the meat of old animals that have died naturally.

Do not hurt any creature.’

Gurumahan said , ‘We will follow your advice.

When ships sank near our shores,

we would eat the dead people and take their wealth.

Here are things that belong to those sailors. Take what you want. 16-120
Here are fragrant sandalwood, precious jewels and soft clothes.’

He brought many valuable things and gave them to Saduvan.

When a merchant named Chandradathan, came to the island of Gurumahan,
Saduvan sailed with him on his ship and arrived at his home.

He lived with Athirai in his house and performed many charitable acts.”

Kayasandihai said, “Manimekalai, as beautiful as a blooming vine,

go and accept alms from the divine Athirai.”

Manimekalai went to Athirai's home 16-130

and stood like a painting in front of her house.

Athirai worshiped Manimekalai, circled her and said,

“May hunger be unknown in the whole world.”

Food, the wonderful remedy for hunger, filled the pot Amudhasurabhi

and from it Athirai gave food to Manimekalai. 16-135
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Part 4. Udayakumaran and Kanchanan. The story of Kayasandihai

Chapter 17. The story of Kayasandihai

Manimekalai enters the Ulaga Aravi temple

After that, Manimekalai gave food from the Amudhasurabhi to all the people
and there was much bustling and noise where she fed them.

More and more people, animals and birds gathered there.

The pot, continually filling up,

was like a generous man'’s treasure earned honestly.

The hands of those receiving the food hurt

because the food was so abundant.

The story of Kayasandihai, an apsaras.

At that time Kayasandihai an apsaras saw Manimekalai.
Kayasandihai an aparas came from the sky with her husband
She had been cursed by a sage and become sick

with the yannaitee sickness that gives insatiable hunger.

She saw Manimekalai as she was feeding people

and saw that her pot always became full.

She approached Manimekalai, bowed to her 17-010



and asked her to give her food.

She said, “My hunger is like the stones submerged into the ocean
thrown there by the monkeys when Rama, the tall Vishnu,

tried to fill the water of the ocean when he was going to Lanka.

| became hungry all the time because of my previous karma.

You are my healer, dear as my life.

Cure me of this sickness of terrible hunger.”

Manimekalai took some food from the Amudhasurabhi
and put it in the hands of Kayasandihai

and her hunger was appeased and she was cured.

The story of Kayasandihai and the sage Viruchigan

Kayasandihai bowed to Manimekalai and said, 17-020

“I come from a place called Kanchanapuram in the north

that shines as bright as the world of the angels.

| came with my husband Kanchanan from that world of the Vidyadharas
to see the Potiya mountains in the south.

We were staying together on the bank of a river

where the water from a waterfall drops from the hills. 17-030

Viruchigan, a rishi wearing a dress of leaves
and a sacred thread on his chest came there
bringing in his hands a ripe naval fruit

as large as the fruit of a palm tree.

He placed it on the leaf of a thekku tree

and went to take a bath in a pond in the distance

where fragrant flowers were blooming.



Because of my bad karma,

| arrogantly went near the fruit and crushed it with my feet.
The sage returned desiring eat the fruit

and saw that | had crushed it.

He cursed me, ‘This is a special fruit known to all.

It ripens only once every twelve years. 17-040

If someone eats this fruit he will not be hungry for twelve years.
| have not eaten for twelve years

and have been waiting for this fruit to ripen,

but you crushed it and destroyed it.

You will suffer for twelve years

from the yanaithee sickness that gives insatiable hunger.
This fruit will ripen again and | will eat it,

and on that day your hunger will go away,’

after saying this, the sage left. 17-050

After giving me the curse, the monk left.

My husband the Vidyadhara,

afraid for what had happened to me,

left the prosperous hills with sounding waterfalls where he lived,
came to me and said,

‘For no reason you are suffering with yanaithee sickness
because of the curse of the powerful monk. 17-060

Come with me to the sky.’

| told him that | had forgotten the spell to go to the sky world.
He brought some sweet fruit, roots

and other vegetables and gave them to me,

but my hunger did not go away and | suffered.



My husband did not leave me

He suffered with me and told me affectionately

'On the island of Champuthevu near the Tamil country,
many rich people live with limitless wealth

and they feed the poor and help them.

People suffering like you go there to get help.

It is far from here, you can still walk

and reach it by way of land.’

| came to this land and stayed here. 17 -070.

On the day of Indra’s festival my husband comes to see me
and leaves counting the days to when my curse will be removed.
O vine-like young girl, my hunger has gone

after | ate the food you gave me from the Amudhasurabhi
This must be the day the sage meant

when he said my hunger would go away.

Manimekalai, you removed my hunger that never went away.

| worship you.

| will go to my sky world to a place called Chakravala Koottam.
In that place is an Ulaga Aravi temple with an open door

that anyone can enter.

Those suffering with hunger, sick people

and orphans without anyone to protect them

stay there looking for people to help them. 17-080

O you with lovely hair, you should go there.”

After telling Manimekalai her whole story

Kayasandihai went to her world in the sky.



Manimekalai feeds the people in the temple.

After Kayasandihai left,

Manimekalai walked alone to the end of the long street

and worshiped the goddess Muthiyal in the Ulaga Aravi temple,
circling three times from right to left

and also worshiped the Kanthil Pavai there. 17-090

She praised the Kanthil Pavai, went out of that temple and said,

“| have the Amuthasurabi that young Aputhiran gave me from his hands.
Come, | will give you all the food you want.”

She looked like the rain that pours down

in a hot forest where the bamboo has been burned dark by the sun.

In the temple all the hungry people gathered

and noise arose as they ate. 17-098
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Chapter 18. Chitrapathi meets Udayakumaran

Chitrapathi, Madhavi’'s mother, knew that Manimekalai
had become a bhikshuni and was upset,

her chest burning as if wounded with a hot poker.

She sighed, worried and thought,

“I will stop Manimekalai from feeding people.”

Chitrapathi’s Vow.

She told all the dancing girls,

“Isn’t it a laughable matter that Madhavi felt sad

and entered a Buddhist monastery when Kovalan was killed? 18-010
If anyone says it is all right to do such a thing

in this fine, well-known place,

that could only be a joke told by a smart person.

We are not chaste women born in good families

and we do not suffer when our dear ones pass away

and enter into fire as if we were bathing in a wide pond.

We take wealth from many, eat and live.

We are not like the yaz of a Panan that has no use after he has died.



Besides we are like a bee that avoids fragrant flowers

if they have no honey. 18-020

We are like the goddess Thirumagal who deserts people
when they do not have good karma.

If we gave up our lives and became monks,

people would laugh at us.

Prince Udayakumaran, the ruler of the world,
like a bee desiring honey

wishes to get Madhavi’s daughter Manimekalai
beautiful as Lakshmi on her lotus.

| will make the Amudhasurabhi

that Manimekalai holds be taken by beggars
so the prince can get her 18-030

and bring her in his golden chariot.

If | do not do that, won't | be like a worker
who is scarred from carrying bricks

and wanders around a dancing hall?

| will not enter the dancing hall at all.”

Chitrapathi goes to the palace of the Prince.

Chitrapathi made her vow,

sighing so that her heart burned.

Then, her lovely bright face sweating, 18 -040
she walked on the roads where chariots run,
and went to the prince’s palace,

surrounded by beautiful women adorned with thick bracelets.



Chitrapathi sees the prince and talked to him.

Udayakumaran was staying in a shining marble mandapam

that was spread with sand

and where bees buzzed, dripping honey.

Its pillars were made of gold and studded with coral,

and its roof was decorated with paintings made of shining pearls.
There was a bright throne there made like a chariot pulled by deer,
and pure flowers were sprinkled on it

while women stood on both sides of the throne

fanning with white chowries that looked like white waves.

18-050

Chitrapathi went near the prince and bowed to his feet.
He laughed showing his shining teeth and asked her,
“Do you think it is wrong that Manimekalai,

the daughter of Madhavi, has become a bhikshuni?”

Chitrapathi smiled and said,

“Our beautiful Kanchi city filled with kurugu birds

that give birth to chicks is famous for its bharatanatyam.
She is desired by people of all lands

because she is filled with skilled dancers and actors.
Manimekalai is like a fragrant flower that has opened

and you, O prince, are like the bee that you drinks its honey.
| came here swiftly to tell you this.

You with your shining sword

are from the dynasty of the Chola kings,

the won the Paranthalai war.



May your garland prosper.” 18-060

When she had said this,

the prince felt like a man on a sinking ship

suddenly finding a good boat to save him. He said,

“‘When | saw Manimekalai in the marble room,

| thought she was a marble statue.

She held her beautiful hands, like kanthal flowers,

near her breasts, embraced and crushed them.

Her sharp pearl-like teeth shone in her coral mouth

that was filled with sweet nectar.

When she smiles, it makes men happy. 18-070

Her dark fishlike eyes conquer spears

and defeat dark-petaled kuvalai flowers.

Her eyes that touch her ears seem to be whispering love messages.
She could destroy the rational thought of any man and make him crazy.
| thought the coral statue in the marble room had stolen my heart,

and when | went to bed in the middle of night it protected my life.

In the dark night, a goddess shining like gold

appeared before me, showed me her scepter and said,

‘Manimekalai has done tapas to be a bhikshuni. Do not try to have her.’
| do not know whether the one in my dream was a goddess

or just a noice from the sky, but | know that | love Manimekalai.”

Chitrapathi smiled and said,
“O, young royal prince!
Do not let those thoughts worry you. Leave them.

| can tell you that even the gods have great difficulty



when they fall into the play of the wine of passion. 18-090.

Indra, the king of the gods
was cursed to have a thousand eyes all over his body

when he fell in love with Ahalya the wife of the sage Gauthama.

In the Saravana pond fed by springs in the Himalayas
the god Agni loved the seven wives of the sages

but could not consummate his passion.

His wife Sukhadevi took the form of six of those women,
all except Arundhati, and made love with Agni.

Satisfied, Agni did not desire the wives of the sages after that.

You are a prince with a strong sword. Haven’t you heard these stories?
Chaste women protect their purity when they are young.

After their marriage, if their husband dies, they never look at any men. 18 -100
They do not worship any god except their husbands.

But Madhavi was not born in a family of chaste women.

Madhavi and Manimekalai were born in a family of dasis.

Women in those families dance and sing in halls,

showing off their beauty

where people from the whole country can see them.

Kama with a sugarcane bow

and bees swarming on his flower arrows makes men desire them.
They attract men with their thick long fish eyes,

and men are caught in their net.

They steal the hearts of men at once the men see them.

They speak with melodious voices, take all of men’s wealth,



and then leave them like bees that leave flowers
after taking honey from them.
Isn’t it the duty of a king to control such women

and stop their behavior?” 18-110

The prince goes to the temple and sees Manimekalai.

After hearing Chitrapathi Udayakumaran was confused

and drove swiftly on his tall chariot yoked to speeding horses.

He went to the temple where the ornamented Manimekalai was staying.
He saw her.

She was holding a pot and feeding hungry people,

looking like a goddess of the forest feeding the hungry.

When the prince saw her

he could not controlled his rising passion and thought.

“She, a devious thief, entered my heart 18-120

and attracted me. .

Now she is dressed like a thin bhikshuni doing tapas and feeding people.
Why she is begging and feeding them?

Now she is standing there by herself.

It is good time to go and tell her of my desire. ”

The prince and Manimekalai meet.

He went near Manimekalai and asked her bravely,
“O beautiful one, why are you doing tapas? Tell me.”
Manimekalai recognized that he was Ragulan,

her husband in her previous birth, and thought,

“This is my dear husband Ragulan.



| should bow to his feet and worship him.

He is my husband from my previous birth.

My heart attracted to him, 18-130

and if he holds my wrist decorated with bangles,

it is not right for me to refuse to do what he says.”
She shivered and, confused with love, said to him,

“If you will listen, | will tell you what | have heard from wise men.
This body gives only trouble.

It is born, becomes old, falls into sickness and dies.

| want and have decided to do good dharma—

that is the life | am leading.

You are like a strong elephant that fights in the battle.
Can women like me teach you what is wise to do?
Now that you have heard what | have to say,

you can do whatever you please.” 18-140

Manimekalai, beautiful as a vine, left the prince

and entered the temple of the ancient goddess.

She thought “Who can understand how men behave?”
She went inside the temple

and praised and worshiped the goddess,

decorated with fresh blooming flower garlands.

Then she recited the mantra
that the goddess Manimekalai had given her,
took the form of Kayasandihai

and went out of the temple. 18-150

The prince, adorned with a beautiful flower garland, entered the temple,



went near the goddess Muthiyal there, worshiped her

and saw Manimekalai disguised as Kayasandihai carrying a begging pot.
He said to the goddess,

“‘How can | recognize Manimekalai?

She has disguised herself and taken another form.

If you do not give me your grace and show me Manimekalai,

| will come here and suffer even if it takes many days. 18-160
Please hear me.

You are the goddess of the gods in the sky,

| love Manimekalai

with her coral red mouth,

shining pearl teeth,

long beautiful fish eyes decorated with kohl,

bent eyebrows like bows,

and shining moonlike face.

Please show her to me.18-172

O ancient goddess Sambapathi,

Manimekalai with her shining moonlike face entered your temple.
| will keep coming until you give me grace

so | can take her with me from this temple.

| worship your feet, and this is my vow.”

He swore and then left the temple. 18-172
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Chapter 19. The king changes the prison to a choultry

The prince adorned with a honey-dripping garland
made this vow in front of the goddess Muthiyal,

and the statue of the goddess in the temple

made by a skilled sculptor said,

“O prince, adorned with a garland

made of blossoming flowers,

you made your vow without thinking.

That vow, made with your tongue, cannot be fulfilled.”
Upon hearing the words of the goddess,
Udayakumaran was worried and suffered

as if he were caught in a dark windowless room.

He thought “It is true that the goddess told me to forget Manimekalai. 19-010
It is true that Manimekalai carries a pot

and feeds people to appease their hunger.

It is true that the statue of the goddess told me

that | have not fulfilled what she said.

| will try to discover the condition of young Manimekalai,

lovely as a vine, later.”



Then he left the temple.

The morning

The Sun, the king of day, rose, chasing away

the darkness that filled the earth.

The sound of the morning drums rose.

The night that is like a dark elephant without a mahout, 19 -020
opening its lovely long trunk, happily, dripping with musth,
spreading its fragrance of flowers and swarming with bees,
followed the prince like a wild wind.

When the prince heard the music of the Makara veena

his heart seemed to break.

He could not bear it as the fire of passion burned him

and his breathing was like a smith’s bellows. 19-030

After the prince left that place, the faultless Manimekalai thought,
“If I wander in this mandram

the son of the king will not leave me.

All the people here know how Kayasandihai,

suffering from the yanaitee sickness,

was always hungry and wandered here.

| will disguise myself as her and give food to poor people.

The teaching of the learned books says,

‘Begging and receiving food is the karma of beggars.

It is an virtuous thing to feed them.”

Manimekalai, thinking these things,

went into the temple of Muthiyal and received the Amudhasurabhi

in her beautiful hands from the goddess. 19-040



Manimekalai adorned with lovely bracelets, wandering here and there,
happily entered the prison where criminals were punished.
The prisoners sighed, suffered and cried out from hunger

as she filled their hands with lots of food.

When the guards of the prison saw Manimekalai,

they were surprised and thought,

“She has entered happily into this prison

where criminals are punished by the king

adorned with heroic sounding anklets.

The prisoners here were suffering from hunger.

and she gave them food, filling their hands and curing their hunger.
She has only one pot in her hands yet she feeds many people.

We will certainly go and tell the king

about this ornamented woman

and how she feeds people with her pot.” 19-050

The king Nedungilli enters the beautiful garden with his wife, the queen

Rajamadevi and enjoyed the beauty of the garden. .

The king entered the beautiful garden
blooming with flowers with his beautiful queen, Seerthi.
He was a descendent of Vishnu, whose dwarf incarnation

covered the sky and the earth with his feet.

In the garden, bees on the branches of the trees
buzzed like beautiful yazs, cuckoo birds sang, 19-060
beautiful peacocks danced, fragrant flowers spread their fragrance,

a swan in the pond, leaving his mate,



joined the dance of the lovely peacock that had opened its plumage.
They looked at them in surprise and thought happily

that the dance of the peacock and swan

looked as if the sapphire-colored Vishnu,

Baladeva and Nappinai were all together.

One peacock near a mango tree covered with kongu flowers
looked like a statue of girl carrying sweet milk

on a pure golden plate to feed a green parrot. 19-070

In that garden blooming with lovely flowers,
the king laughed to see a monkey push his mate
on a beautiful swing studded with diamonds

made for women with large cloud-like eyes and lovely glances.

He saw a kadamba tree blooming with white flowers

growing next to a green bamboo tree with green leaves

and, thinking how it resembled Krishna

standing with his elder brother Balaraman,

and he worshiped it, folding his hands and praising it. 19-080

The king and the queen were surrounded with all these things.

Dancers danced kuthu and performed abhinayam,
the scholars of epics and plays recited,

yaz musicians played music on their yazs,
drummers beat their drums,

others played the flute, blowing air,

and singers sang well-known songs together with many people.



Some women strung garlands with pearls,

some mixed sandalwood with water to make a paste,

some smeared kungumam on their breasts,

some made beautiful cenkazuneer flower garlands,

some decorated their hair with fragrant oll,

and some admired themselves in mirrors

made of gold and stood happily. 19-090

The king, like Indra the king of the sky, joined all these people.

He showed his queen the garden blooming with flowers—
kurundu, jasmine, beautiful cherundi,

fragrant mullai and karuvilam pongar.

He stood near the animals, smiling

and showing the queen the small-legged mongooses,
long-eared rabbits, galloping deer,

and goats that never leave the small forest.

He named all the animals

and showed them to his happy queen. 19-100

The king and Kama, carrier of flower arrows,

wandered together in the sweet breezes of the young spring
exploring all places and playing.

They saw wells with machines bringing up water for crops,
waterfalls descending from small hills,

beautiful pandals filled with flowers,

ponds filled to the top with water,

and wells so deep the water in them could not be seen.

There were places to play hide-and-seek and marble rooms.



The beautiful mandapam where the king stayed

Goldsmiths from the Magada country,

smiths from the Maratta land,

iron smiths from Avandinadu,

and carpenters from Yavanam,

had all joined together with the workers in lovely Tamil Nadu,

and made a mandapam for the king. 19-110

In that golden mandapam,
the pillars were studded with corals that delighted the eyes of all.

From its fine golden roof, pearl and coral garlands hung.

As if he were Indra, the king entered his precious golden mandapam

and sat on the throne.

The guards of the palace come with Manimekalai disguised as Kayasandihai and

see the king.

The guards of the palace came before the king, bowed to him and said,
“O king, you are the conquerer of your enemies,

You are the king of Vaniji, adorned with a vaniji garland.

You have an army of heroic elephants with ears like winnowing fans,

of chariots, of horses and of soldiers wearing heroic garlands.

Your younger brother, Killi, reigning under his white parasol,
conquered the land on the banks of Kari river

and defeated the enemy Pandiyans.

O Chola king Killi, you are generous,



and you wear an atthi garland.

May you, our king, live long

and may your enemies perish. 19-130

Hear this, O famous king!

A strange woman with a begging pot,
wandering thin and tired in this city,

has entered the guarded prison.

Praising your fame and carrying a begging pot,
she gives food to all hungry people. 19-140

O king, may you prosper

and protect this world for many eons.”

The king said to Manimekalai with compassion,

“O beautiful vine-like woman, come.”

Manimekalai, beautiful as a vine,

approached the king, moving away from the guards, and said,
“May you, our famous king adorned with anklets, prosper!”
The king asked,

“You seem an auspicious holy person. Who are you?

Where did you get this begging pot?”

Manimekalai, adorned with precious jewelry, answered,
“O king with fragrant garlands,

may you prosper for a long time!

| am an apsaras from the sky

and wander here because of the cruelty of the queen.
O great one, may you prosper!

May the sky pour rain!

May the earth flourish!



May no evil befall you!
This begging pot was given me by the goddess in the temple. 19-150
It is a divine pot and cures the yanaittee sickness.

It is a remedy that gives life to hungry people.”

The king asked,

“What can | do for you, O young one like a vine?”
Manimekalai said softly,

“Change the prison to an ashram where compassionate sages
can live and search for divine things.

May you prosper!”

The ruler of the country closed the prison and made it into an ashram

where sages could live in this world and search for divine things. 19-162
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Chapter 20. Udayakumaran and Kanchanan

Udayakumaran heard that Manimekalai asked

the famous king to change the prison into an ashram



where the poor and sages could stay

and that the king also built a temple for the Buddha

where poor people could come and live.

The prison was changed into a place

where people with good karma could live a good life.

It became an ashram where pious sages cooked food in the kitchen
and fed hungry people, 20-010

and it became a flourishing place and gave happiness to all.

The prince goes to see Manimekalai

The prince heard all that the king had done

after hearing Manimekalai’s request.

He thought, “Even if the king becomes angry with me

and wise people hate me,

| will go when she comes out of the temple,

put her on my golden chariot and bring her here.

| will hear from her all that she has learned

and listen to her wise thoughts.”

The prince adorned with a fragrant garland dripping with honey
went to the Ulaga Aravi temple

where Manimekalai, lovely as a statue, was feeding the poor. 20-020

Kanchanan and Manimekalai disguised as Kayasandihai

Kanchanan the Apsaras, the husband of Kayasandihai,
came from the sky to the temple to find her.
He thought, “It has been twelve years

since the sage cursed Kayasandihai



on the bank of the forest river where bamboos grow

by the cloud-covered mountain, but she has not come.”
Kanchanan, concerned for Kayasandihai,

came from the sky and arrived in the famous city.

He searched everywhere for her— 20-030

in the Buddhachadukam, in groves with flowering trees,

and in ashrams where the sages live, mandrams and temples.
He saw Manimekalai with lovely young breasts

disguised as Kayasandihai feeding the poor.

He saw how even though she carried only one pot,

many hungry people received food from it.

He thought, “Did the gods in the sky give their grace to her
so that her yanaithee sickness is cured?”

He came near Manimekalai lovingly,

thinking she was his wife,

and spoke to her about their years of love and praised her. 20-040

She did not like what he said.

She went near Udayakumaran,

showed him an old lady with grey hair and said,

“See, her hair that was colored like black sand has changed

to the color of white sand.

See, her forehead that was like a crescent moon is wrinkled.

See how her eyebrows that were shaped like bows and attracted others
have changed to resemble dried fish.

Her eyes that were like kazunir flowers are now filled with impure water,
Her nose that was like a kumiz flower drips with water.

Her teeth that were like pearls now look like surai seeds. 20-050



Her red lips that were like flower petals are dried and smell like meat when she
smiles.

Her lovely ears that were once like vallai flowers look like dried meat.
Her ample breasts have grown flaccid and look like empty bags.

Her arms that were once supple as bamboo

have become like branches of a palm tree, bending and falling.

Her fingers have become thin with shrunken skin,

her nails are falling off. 20-060

Her thighs that were like plantain trunks

have grown thin and look like dried-up screwpine bushes.

Her knees and back are fleshless, showing her nerves and bones.
Her feet look like dried coconuts.

O prince, you do not realize how this disgusting body

can be covered with flowers and sandal fragrance

and decorated with clothes and ornaments.

This is what an ornamented body really is

and the nature of the body when it becomes old.

You do not know this, O innocent prince.”

In this way, Manimekalai, disguised as the apsaras Kayasandihai,

told the prince what happens to the body when it ages. 20-070

Kanchanan, seeing Manimekalai talking to the prince

and thinking she was his wife, thought,

“She pays no attention to me when | praise her.

but follows another man and looks at me as if | were a stranger.
She gave wise advice to the son of the king

adorned with garlands dripping with honey.

She smiles at him with her shining teeth and coral lips.

She looks at him lovingly with her eyes that are like kuvalai blossoms.



He must be her lover and she, decorated with ornaments,

must be living with him.”

Kanchanan’s anger burned like fire.
With a shining sword he entered the temple where Manimekalai was

and concealed himself like a snake in a hole. 20-080

The prince Udayakumaran listened to what Manemekalai said

but did not stop loving her.

He thought the braceleted Manimekalai

was disguised as the apsaras Kayasandihai carrying a begging pot
to attract Kanchanan with her magic.

Udayakumaran thought, “She may come here in the night

to see that stranger near the temple.

| will come in the dark, in the middle of the night,

to see what she is doing.”

Then Udayakumaran left that place. 20-090

In the middle of the night when all were sleeping,

the prince went alone like a cruel tiger hunting an elephant.
He went to the temple, taking as his friend Kama

who rides a chariot in the sky

and carries a bright fish banner,

a sugarcane bow and flower arrows.

He crossed the entrance of the temple

and reached the place where the jeweled Manimekalai stayed.
He was like a snake burning in fire trying to enter a large pit..
He entered as the sandal paste on his chest dried.

His fate made him enter the temple. 20-100



When he entered the temple,

the garlanded Kanchanan was there.

Kanchanan thought, “This fellow has come here to get my wife.”
Like an angry cobra opening its hood,

he rose, went behind the prince,

threw his sword and cut off the arms of the handsome prince

that had garlands swarming with bees.

Kanthil Pavai speaks to Kanchanan

He thought that he would take Kayasandihai

to his place in the sky, but when he went near her

the statue on the pillar, the Kanthil Pavai, told him, 20 -110

“O Kanchanan from the sky,

do not go near her, do not go near her.

She is Manimekalai disguised as Kayasandihai.

Hear me. It is the time for Kayasandihai’s hunger to be removed
and for her to come to the sky world with you.

Sky dwellers like you should not go through the Vindhya mountain
where the goddess Andari stays.

If they try to go that way,

she, the goddess, the guardian of the Vindhya mountain,

will become angry and swallow them.

Do not worry Kanchanan, hear me.

It was the fate of Udayakumaran that took his life here.

Even though you do not know that it was his fate,

you have done a cruel deed

and the result of your act will come to you.”



The Vinjayan Kanchanan rose feeling sorry for his deed

and went to his place in the sky. 20-129
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Part 5. The Queen and Manimekalai

Chapter 21. The Kanthil Pavai and Manimekalai

Manimekalai weeps for Udayakumaran

Manimekalai, her hair adorned with flowers dripping with honey, woke up.
She was sleeping in the temple of the ancient goddess Mudiyal

where a god called Kanthil Pavai was carved on a pillar.

Kanthil Pavai told her what had happened to the prince

and what Kanchanan had done to him in the temple.

She, adorned with blooming flowers, said,

“I remove this Kayasandihai form!”

and she changed into her own form. 21-010

Manimekalai felt very sad, cried for the prince
and spoke as if he were in front of her.

She said, “When you were bit by a snake

| burned myself in fire in my last birth.

When | saw you in the flower garden, | loved you.
At that time the goddess Manimekalai appeared

and took me to Manipallavam.



She showed me the Peedihai of the great sage Buddha
and told me of my previous birth and your previous birth.
| took the form of Kayasandihai

to relieve you from the pain of loving me

so that you would not recognize me. 21-020

It is the nature’s law that people are born,

die and are born again. 21-020

My dear! | wanted you to understand that,

and that is why | took the form of Kayasandihai.

But Kanchanan was confused, thought | was his wife,
and became angry with you and killed you with his sword.”

Suffering, she sighed, wept and got up.

Kanthil Pavai—Thuvathihan—tells Manimekalai’s future 21-030

At that time, the divine Thuvathihan, the Kanthil Pavai,
appeared before her and said, “Do not worry, Do not worry.

Do not worry for the prince adorned with a beautiful alli garland,
The prince was your husband in many previous births

and you were his wife in those births. 21-030

O you with long red-lined eyes,

this birth is not the first time you were both together.

Beautiful girl, you are confused thinking

that this is your only birth. Do not feel sad.”

Manimekalai, her body shining like gold,
heard the goddess, worshiped her and said,
“You are the goddess of Potiyam mountains and you always tell the truth.

| worship your divine feet. 21-040



Ragulan, my husband was bitten by a snake in his last birth
and | trembled and grieved.
Then he was killed with a sword by Kanchanan in this birth,

Do you know that? If you do, give me your grace.”

The story of Ragulan, the sage Brahmadarman and the cook

The divine Thuvathihan said to Manimekalai,

“Listen, | will tell what happened to you and Ragulan in your last birth.
You are ornamented with precious jewels

and you have long, beautiful eyes..

When you and Ragulan were on the bank of the river Kayangarai,
the faultless sage Brahmadarman came to your house.

He would help people if they were confused

and remove the troubles in their minds.

You invited him in and told him,

“We would like to make food for you.

Please wait here until morning.” 21-050

After the night had gone morning arrived.

When the cook was bringing food for the sage,

he slipped and fell, broke the pot and spilled all the food.
Ragulan was angry that the cook

could not give food for the sage at the right time

and took his sword and cut off the head of the cook.
Ragulan’s death happened because of his bad karma.
O you with hair adorned with flowers.

Ragulan’s bad karma did not leave him,

and it hurt you also.” 21-060



Kanthil Pavai tells Manimekalai her future

“O you ornamented with jewels,

ignorant people think that a god will help them remove cruel karma,
but even if people are charitable,

the results of their bad acts will come to them un their future births.
That is why your husband was bitten by the snake. 21-070

O you beautiful as a young vine, listen!

When the king finds out about his son’s death, he will suffer.
He will listen to all the other sages and put you in jail.

At that time the queen will release you from the king’s jail

and keep you with her.

Madhavi, your mother, knowing about the queen and you,

will go to Aravanar Adigal, bowing to his lotus feet,

and ask him to ask the queen to release you from jail.

When Aravanar Adigal and Madhavi go to the queen

and request her to release you, the queen will do so. 21-080
Then you will see the good King Punniyarajan

and you will go with him to his country.

He will listen to your words of dharma

and then you both will sail in a boat to the island Manipallavam.
O Manimekalai, in Manipallavam you will see Deepathilahai
and she will tell you about your previous life.

Then you will go to the Javaga country,

assume the form of a male sage 21-090

and go to the great city of Vaniji.



The Kanthil Pavai tells Manimekalai she will hear the philosophies of various

religious scholars

There are many philosophers in that city

and you will listen to them.

Some scholars say that god is the ancient one

and that he created all the creatures of the world. (Saivites, Vaishanavites and

worshipers of Brahma believe this)

Some philosophers say that god is formless

but creates all creatures with forms. (Advaitins believe this.)

Some philosophers say
that god removes all the sorrows and difficulties of his devotees

and takes them to his world of pleasure. (Mimamsakas believe this.)

Some philosophers say that god is different forms of the five elements.

(Buddhists believe this.) 21-100

O you with flowers in your hair,

when you are in Vaniji city, one philosopher will say,
‘There is no god.

After people die, they are not born again.

Why should one talk about dharma?’

You know that there is birth and death.
When you hear what he has said, you will laugh at him.
He will say to you,

‘Tell me if you know anything better



than what | have told you now.’

You will tell him about your previous birth
because you want to prove to him

that dead people will be born again. 21-110

The philosopher will say,
‘O you with arms like bamboo, when the goddess Manimekalai brought you here,

you were in a dream state and confused.’

O you like a young vine,

you will not stop arguing with him

and you will oppose his philosophy.

You will answer, ‘What you say is not correct. A person does receive the results of
their bad karma

and dead people are born again.’

You will advise him and remove his confusion.

The queen will release you from prison and keep you with her.

Don’t you know

that creatures without consciousness

such as trees, sand, stones and statues do not speak.

If you do not know that listen to me and | will tell you. 21-120
Intelligent people searching for suitable places

have made and placed statues of gods and goddesses

in famous ancient cities.

They have put statues everywhere—

on the streets where bannered chariots run,



in temples of the gods, in famous gardens,

on the banks of rivers and shores of flourishing places,

in centers of the towns and public meeting places.

They make sure that these statues are protected and guarded in the great city.
They make statues of clay, stone, and wood

and put them in places where they will not be harmed. 21-120

They paint the images of gods on walls.

They worship the statues of the gods they like,

and the statues tell the past and the future

to ignorant people and worship them.

Thuvathihan, the Kanthil Pavai, tells his life to Manimekalai

O you lovely as a young vine, listen to my life.
| am one of the divine ganas and am called Thuvathihan. 21-130
| am a statue on the old pillar made by Mayan, the carpenter of the gods,

and he made my form as | am on this pillar, which is my home.

Even the gods do not know what people do.

Chitrasenan, my dear friend, knew that | am here and came to see me.
| went with him to many places where he danced.

| painted and drew many pictures.

People brought flowers and fragrances

and offered them to the statues and praised us abundantly.

| am happy and this is my story.

Manimekalai, | have told you all about my life without fear.

| hope you know my life now.” 21-140

Manimekalai asks Thuvathihan to tell her future



Manimekalai said, “I do not know my own future.

Give me your grace and tell me what my future will be.”
Thuvathihan said, “O you lovely as a vine,

| will tell your future.

The rain will fail in this Kanchi city and people will not be able to live.
This city surrounded with golden forts will lose its beauty.

When you come to know this,

you must take the divine begging pot

that is in the hands of the ancient goddess Muthiyal.

It is a remedy that will save people’s lives. 21-150

O young one adorned with thick bangles,

you will go to Aravanar with your mother and Sudhamathi
to Kanchi city and by the grace of Aravanar,

your male form will leave you.

You will carry your begging pot and feed all creatures,
and the pot will make the rain fall so the land flourishes.

The people of the city will honor you, O ornamented one. 21-160

Many other things will happen.

After you tell Aravanar all the religious beliefs
that you have heard from others,

he will tell you how to do tapas, dharma,
what things will happen in your life

and ways to remove your sins.

O you lovely as a vine,

the Buddha will appear at that time like a sun



to remove the troubles of people and give them happiness.
He will spread the light of dharma.
| may die and be born again to protect dharma.

but I will not leave this place.

O you lovely as a young vine, may you and your mothers live happily,
and may the generosity of dharma flourish in your heart.

You should do all that Aravanar tells you to do. 21-170

After you have done many good works, you will die in Kanchi.
After that you will be born as a man

in all your births in the country of Uthara Magadam

and you will continue to do generous deeds.

The Buddha gives the grace of his dharma to all

and you will become his best student and learn his dharma.

You will no longer have desires and you will attain Nirvana.

Hear me some more, O you with a beautiful forehead.

The goddess Manimekalai knew that you gave food

to Sadhu Chakran whom the goddess saved

from the ocean rolling with waves in your previous birth 21-180
and that is why she took you to Manipallavam.”

In this way, Thuvathihan told Manimekalai of her future births.

Manimekalai’s ocean of sorrow and confusion of mind went away.
She was happy like a peacock released from a net.
The sun god rose like a beautiful flower with its bright rays

and woke the world from its sleep. 21-190
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Chapter 22. The king imprisons Manimekalai

When the darkness of night of the world that god created was going away,
people came to worship the goddess Muthiyal at her temple

and told the sages in Chakravalakkottam what had happened to Udayakumaran.
The sages asked Manimekalai,

“O you like a young vine, do you know about the prince?”

She told them what had happened without fear.

The sages hid the prince’s body and put Manimekalai in a different room.

The sages from Chakravalakkottam

went to the palace of the king, Udayakumaran’s father, and said to him,
“May your full royal umbrella that resembles the moon

be raised high and protect the world! 22--010

May your spear and scepter give their grace!

May your wheel roll without giving any troubles to your people!
May all the days you live give happiness to your mind!

Not only now, but from ancient times also

people have drunk and played the game of love

and people with bad karma have approached chaste women
and good women and hurt them, 22-020

O king of this world, born in the dynasty of Nediyoon Vishnu,

| will tell you a story.

The story of King Kanthan and Kahandan, the son of a courtesan

King Kanthan was ordered by the goddess Sambapathi

to leave the city so that he would not appear before Parasuraman

and be destroyed by him as many other kings had been. 22-030



King Kanthan, worried that he did not have someone
to rule his country after him,

decided to make Kahandan the new king, a hero
whose enemies shiver when they fight with him.
Kahandan was the son of a dancing girl

and he was never afraid of any enemies

however they might oppose him.

Kanthan called Kahandan and told him,
‘Because you were not born to a king,
Parasurama will not come to fight with you.
If I go to see the sage Agastya,

my troubles will be removed by his grace.

| will return soon, O Kahandan.

Until | come back, protect this country.’

The king Kanthan named the place Kahandi

and, disguised in a different form, left.”

The sages tell the story of Marudi to the king, father of the Prince.

The sages continued,

“One day a Brahmin lady named Marudi

went to take a bath in the Kaviri river. 22-040

Kanthan's younger son saw her when there was no one around,
thought that she was not a chaste woman

and called her to come near him.

Marudi, adorned with precious ornaments, thought,



‘If a chaste woman asks the rain to pour, it will pour.
Such women will not enter the hearts of other men.
He called me and | have entered his heart.

| am not fit to be the wife of a Brahmin

who wears a sacred thread

and performs sacrifices with the three fires.’

She felt very sad and did not go to her house

but went instead to a Buddha sadukkam. 22-050

She prayed to the god,

‘Even though | have not been unfaithful to my husband,
another man has thought of me.

| have followed all the dharma of a chaste woman

and lived always inside my house.

| do not know what mistake | have done.

You are the god of the Buddha sadukkam.

Are you not a true god? Give me justice.’

A great Bhudam appeared before her

and told her, decorated with lovely ornaments,

‘O you beautiful as a vine, hear me.

Valluvar whose poems never lie, says,

“If a chaste woman living without worshiping any god

but her husband, asks it to rain, it will rain,” 22-060

but you do not follow his words.

You listened to riddles and meaningless words of others

and went to festivals

where drums tied with belts were played, and prayed to gods.

If you ask the rain to come, it will not come.



You are not like other chaste women

and are able to make men burn with passion. 22-070

If you stop all that you have been doing

and cease listening to the meaningless words of others
and praying to false gods,

then if you order the rain to fall from the sky it will rain.

| will not give you trouble as | do to unfaithful women.
When king Kanthan returns he will do what is just for you.
| will not be able to do anything for seven days until the king returns.
Seven days from today, Kanthan will come to know

how his son was fascinated with you

and he will kill him with his sword.’

Just as the Bhudam said, after seven days

Kanthan killed his evil son

because he had been attracted to Marudi.” 22-080.

The Story of Dharmadattan and Visakai.

Another sage told the story of Dharmadattan.

“O king, bull among famous kings

and ruler of this earth surrounded by the ocean,
Dharmadattan and his uncle’s daughter Visakai

whose lovely eyes were like a beautiful painting made by the gods
lived in a village where people gossiped that Visakai

had agreed to marry Dharmadattan

in a Gandharva marriage because he was her uncle’s son.
Visakai did not like the gossip of the village,

left her home, went to Ulaga Aravi temple. 22-090

She thought that the people of the village



would only stop blaming her

if the goddess told them she is a chaste woman.

She asked the goddess, ‘O goddess on the pillar,

take away the bad gossip of the village.’

The goddess praised her and said to the villagers,

‘O people of the town, she is a chaste woman

and if she asks the rain to pour, it will pour.’

She told her mother,

‘| will be born again and become his wife in my next birth.
In this birth | will not marry anyone.’

After saying these good words, she joined a monastery. 22-100

After Visakai left the city,

Dharmadattan and his parents worshiped the goddess and prayed,
saying, ‘Take away our troubles.’

Then they left their city Kaviripumpattinam,

and went south to Madurai where many rich people lived.

Dharmadattan vowed, ‘I will not love any other woman
except my uncles’s daughter Visakai
whose lovely hair is adorned with fragrant flowers

and | will only spend my life with her.” 22-110

He became a rich merchant and earned much wealth.
The king bestowed on him the title, “Etti”
and gave him a golden flower.

He became sixty years old and lived a prosperous life.

One day a Brahmin saw him and said,



‘You are a very rich man. What are you doing here?

Don’t you know that men without a wife cannot reach heaven

even if they give much charity?

If you realize that,

you should immediately go to your own town

and live with your wife.” 22-120

O king of the large earth,

Dharmadattan left Madurai in the south and went back to his own town.

Madurai became poor because he, its richest man, was no longer there.

Visakai, ornamented with golden bracelets,

heard that Dharmadattan had come to her town.

She came out of the monastery and went to see him.
He looked like someone who has always done good.
She was not ashamed to see him because many people were there.
She went near him and asked,

‘We cannot recognize each other any longer.

Where has the beauty that fascinated us gone?

You are sixty years old now

and my fragrant hair has became grey. 22-130
Where did our youth and passion go?

You are without a wife and do not have a firm mind.

| will not be your wife in this birth

but | will be your servant and wife in my next birth.
Youth does not stay in this world for anyone,

and great wealth will not remain.

Even your sons cannot give you heaven.

The only help for a person is the charity he does,

so you should perform charity and help people.’ 22-140



Dharmadattan showed all the wealth that he had earned to her,
and they both performed many acts of charity,

more than there are stars in the sky.

Visahai did not marry and became old.
The village stopped gossiping about her.
She left the monastery

and wandered around in the streets

that were decorated with flags.

The Sages tell another story about Visahai

One time when Visahai was walking on the street,

Kanthan’s elder son came out and saw her.

His heart was filled with dark thoughts

and he was filled with passion.

He wore a flower garland in his curly hair

and it hung down his back.

He thought that in the past, people would marry just by exchanging garlands,
but when he took his shining garland to put it on Visakai, 22-150

as he put his hand on his dark hair to get the garland

his hand stuck there and he could not remove it.

His father Kanthan heard people say
that his son had been intending to garland Visakai
but that his hand stuck on his hair when he went to remove his garland.

He became angry at his son, took his sword and killed him.” 22-160



The sages said,

“O king, may you live protecting the world for eons!”
The famous king heard the stories the sages told
and replied, “It is not only in the past—

even in these days, evil things happen.

Please tell me what you know about such things.”

One of the sages tells the story of Manimekalai and Udayakumaran

One of the sages said,

“O king, may your scepter be untainted by any evil deeds!

In this world surrounded by the ocean there are five evil deeds.
Drinking toddy, telling lies, stealing and killing are four, 22-170

and the fifth is passion, and if someone removes that from his mind,
all the other four will be removed,

If someone does not remove passion from his mind, he will go to hell.
I'll tell you the story of Udayakumaran

who died because of his passion for Manimekalai.

Madhavi the daughter of Chitrapathi

suffered when she heard of Kovalan’s end

and went to stay in the Buddhist monastery.

Even when her daughter Manimekalai 22-180

was young, before she could speak full sentences

and her breasts had not yet developed,

she had wished to do tapas,

beg for food from small and large houses

and stay in the temple.

When she had grown, even though prince Udayakumaran

knew that she had become a bhikshuni,



he decided not leave her and follow her like her shadow.
He was fascinated with her

and went to the temple in the dark night without any fear. 22-190.

When Manimekalai found out that Udayakumaran

was coming to see her, she disguised herself

as Kayasandihai, Kanchanan’s wife.

At night Kanchanan, an Apsaras from the sky,

came to see his wife Kayasandihai

and saw Udayakumaran following Kayasandihai.

Not knowing it was really Manimekalai disguised as Kayasandihai,

he thought Udayakumaran was following his wife.

It was fate of each of them to encounter the other. 22-200

O king with a white royal umbrella that vanquishes the light of the moon,
Udayakumaran, your son, did not leave the temple where Manimekalai was.
His evil fate made him stay there

and the evil fate of Kanchanan who carries a strong sword

made Kanchanan arrive at the temple in the dark night.

Blinded by his fate, Kanchanan took his sword

and killed Udayakumaran in the temple.”

After the sage told this story to the king, the king said,
“What Kanchanan did to my son Udayakumaran

is what | should have done.

It was the right thing for him to do.

If a king does not protect the tapas of sages

and the chastity of women, he will not be a just king.

| do not want the other kings to blame me



saying that | am a king and | did not practice justice
because | want to save my son.

| was born in the dynasty of Manu,

the king who killed his son for a cow to render justice.
Put my son on the funeral pyre

and Manimekalai, the daughter of a courtesan, in prison.”
So spoke the crowned king, the ruler of his country

and truly a just king. 22-215.
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Chapter 23. The queen Rajamadevi and Manimekalai

The Queen and Manimekalai

The bright-eyed queen went to see Vasantavai, an old lady.
She would give good advice and say comforting words to kings, princes and queens
and help them get beyond their sorrow.

The queen fell at Vasantavai’s feet and worshiped her.

Vasantavai did not bless her but said,

“Kings protect their citizens,

conquer enemies and take their countries.

If kings do not die in wars,

the priests put their bodies

on darba grass after they have died

and cut them with a sword. 23-010

It is a shame when kings born in the Chola family
die from sickness and not from fighting.

Your son did not die in a war to protect his country
or to conquer enemies.

How could anyone praise him?

You should not feel sad in front of other kings,
protectors of their people,

for what the king, his father, did is just.



and my tongue does not even want
to speak about kings who don’t die in battle.”

Then she left. 23-020

The queen thought,

“I will keep my hatred for Manimekalai in my heart
but | will not show anyone my evil thoughts

and pretend that | am a good person.

| will hurt Manimekalai later. ”

She went to the king, father of Udayakumaran, and said,
“O king with an upright scepter, Manimekalai is a monk
and the ignorant prince went behind her because Kama
with a sugarcane bow made him love her.

Followers of evil ways in life

should not be born as the sons of kings.
Udayakumaran was not fit to be the prince.

O king, Manimekalai has not done anything wrong.

To keep her in prison is not good. Free her, 23 -030
and let her, beautiful as a young vine stay with me.
Even if she goes around with her begging pot

no one will hurt her.”

The king released Manimekalai

and the queen took her whose hair was filled

with blooming kongo flowers into her palace.

She thought “I will make the people of this village hurt her.”

She gave Manimekalai a drink that would make her dizzy and lose consciousness

but Manimekalai was not affected and remained aware



because of the mantra given by the goddess that saved her. 23-040

The queen did not stop.

She called an uneducated man,

gave him gold coins and asked him to go and tell all the people
that Manimekalai had embraced him

and her breasts had marked his chest.

The man sent by the queen went to the temple
where Manimekalai was. 23-050
She saw him, realized that he had come to hurt her,

and she recited the mantra she knew to change into a man.

The man saw Manimekalai disguised as a man, was frightened and thought,
“This is the palace for queens. Men cannot enter it.
| do not know what is happening.”

He left the city and ran away.

The queen thought that Manimekalai should not be allowed to live
because she was the cause for her son’s death,

She kept her in a dark room and told all the servants

that they should not feed her anything,

but Manimekalai knew a mantra that keeps people alive without food.

She recited it and was able to survive without eating. 23-060

The queen, seeing that Manimekalai was not hurt
by anything she did, realized that she was a sage.
She told Manimekalai, “I did these things to you

because my son suffered so much because of you.



O you bright as gold, forgive me.”

The queen bowed to Manimekalai.

Manimekalai tells the story of her previous life to the queen.

Manimekalai told her story to the queen.
She said, “Ragulan, my husband in my last birth,
was born to the king Neelapathi.

When he was bitten by a snake and died, | entered fire.

Ragulan was born to you as Udayakumaran in this birth.
Now how can you say he is your son

and cry for the young prince? 23-070

You are beautiful as a flowering vine.

Are you crying for his body or for his soul?

If you are crying only for his body,

it was burned on the burning ground.

If you are crying for his soul,

it is hard to know what or where will it be in this birth
because that is decided only by his karma.

If you are sorry for his soul,

then you should feel sorry for all creatures. 23-080

Listen, do you know what the prince, that thief, did?
In his previous birth a hungry sage

came to the place where Ragulan and | were staying.
We both asked the sage to stay and have food,

and asked the cook to prepare food for him.

When the cook brought the food,



he slipped and dropped the pot that had the food in it.
Ragulan got angry at the cook, stabbed him and killed him.
He did an evil deed and the bad karma from that deed
caused him to be bitten by a snake in that birth.

Ragulan was born as your son Udayakumaran in this birth.

Manimekalai tells the queen the story of Kanchanan and Kayasandihai

O you, lovely as a flowering vine,

Kanchanan, an apsaras from the sky

came to the earth looking for his wife.

His wife Kayasandihai was cursed by a sage
and was wandering on the earth, always hungry.
You may ask me how | know all these things.

| will tell what happened in my life.” 23-090

Manimekalai told the queen all the things

that happened to herfrom the time

she entered the flower garden and saw the prince
to the time when she listened

to the divine advice of Aravanar Adigal.

Manimekalai continued,

“O queen, you thought of me as your enemy

and gave me a drug that would make me unconscious,
but | was able to manage and not be affected by it

because | had a mantra in my previous birth. 23-100

At that time an ignorant thief sent by you



came in the dark night and tried to hurt me.
| happened to know a mantra to disguise myself.
| recited it and changed into a man.

He saw me, was frightened and ran away

O queen, ornamented with jewels,

the bad things you did to me did not hurt me.
| escaped from all the troubles you gave me
because | know the mantras

that the goddess gave me and | used them.

In my last birth | did not know the mantra

that lets me fly in the sky or take different forms. 23-100

You gave birth to my dear husband,
but you can get beyond the sorrow of losing your son.
You lost him because of your previous karma.

O dear one, hear my words which can cure your sorrow.

Manimekalai tells the queen the story of the boy who loved his mother.

A housewife left her country
because there was trouble in the kingdom.
Her husband also left her at the same time

leaving her alone and pregnant.

When she arrived another city by walking,
she gave birth to a small boy
and, because she did not know how to take care of him,

she left him and went on a different way.



She left the child in a village
and a Brahmin wearing a sacred thread
took the child, thinking it was an orphan, and raised it.

The village people did not know where the child had come from. 23 -110

The boy did not know his mother

and he grew up in the village as a Brahmin.

He became involved with his mother

without knowing that she was his mother

and had a relationship with her,

but when he knew it was his mother that he loved,

he gave up his life.

Manimekalai tells the queen a story about a deer

Do you know the story of the deer?

A pregnant deer was wandering about to find water because she was thirsty.
A hunter saw it and shot an arrow, piercing her womb.

A baby deer came out of its womb.

The hunter saw the fawn crying,

threw his arrows down and gave up his life. 23-120

Manimekalai gives the queen advice for living

O you with large eyes sharp as swords,

if people drunk on palm wine follow behind elephants
they can be hurt by their white tusks.

Have you heard of that, O beautiful woman?

[In her previous birth Manimekalai’s sister Veera



drank too much, went in front of an elephant and was killed.]

Did you ever hear that if people
walk on an evil path and tell lies

they can live happily?

Your beautiful arms are as round as bamboos!
| do not have to tell you

how thieves living by stealing suffer.

The five faults—drinking, stealing, killing, telling lies, and lust—
cause trouble for anyone.

They should be removed from everyone’s lives. 23-130

Mere education is not enough.
The wise and those without anger

are the ones who really live this world.

O you adorned with lovely bracelets,
if people give to the poor

they truly know how to reach moksha.

Those who give food and take away the hunger of suffering people
know how to reach heaven.

They always love the people of the earth.”

The queen felt better after listening to Manimekalai
and the wise words of knowledge she spoke. 23-138

The sorrow that she felt from losing her son that burned like fire



was appeased by Manimekalai’s water-like words. 23-144

The queen bowed to Manimekalai,

but Manimekalai ornamented with jewels

did not feel it was right for the queen to bow to her
and said, “What you do is not right.

| am not worth being bowed to by you.

Not only did you give birth to my dear husband,
you are the great queen of the king,”

and she bowed to the queen. 23-147

24. 9 sSrer BrH JYWLHS ETDD
[ welGuaamev wTBSTRWHS L SSlrer Br® yewLHs urL @ ]

LDGITEIT (HLDT M6 QUEHFLD L|6OTTHS

BTV (PG HewTlensBH6T F5LpFFullest GLimuiossT
allepemFweir aurefler allaflhCH e sTaTLIg)
CBEhF BHSGHMS CHL_[H6II 6uHbS]

LTHal LD&H6THEMEIT UTTHDD b5
HTeueVeT G all HTeVH LD af bk,
DTQYTT VGV D (hhSal oL

2 1GauThHE Syellds 2BUS C1BTHeIMHLD,

S uilyid HenT@ewtreir HyallBuwih suepe &olasTear

LT@)(H EHTVSSHIH CHresTmlw g6 (LD, 24-10

YIS U LFVuCaTT(hH | HHSausT eflbs
ISl ApOLleT mBTHMI HTeV6U(HLD,
Bl(méalari wenflplyd CHeui@s et &6dTLpedt

2 prLd] esfllbs T GVESH RBSSu|Lb,

P SOLBlTD Y1 LSleTLoNG)S
QsraTmILI(® WTHSETH CHTeTHu HT6iT (LS 6L



WITEST2_M| SHISSTLILD WITeU(HLD LIL_1q 6V
wrumb Caheall wrai wriflai,
Lpalemey g euest 6lLITeT N 6vTedT 6T6T M)

wrsall wreeui LsTaflujsr 9ewL_HoHHID,

UrBHSILU® WeneT6STmID LTSS TLD 67 Ha]

YT BIGS FndBOFSTM WD Cl&TevTL )LD
B@&SH6V B|6V6VG| BTL S % 6oTlends Ul T

B TSI HETEWLD H65T6WLOUl63T.
LDGITEUT6U 63T LD B6dT (T M W|LD LOT &I T6v

@ bBasT 2 mre (b 3)(HEHHEWILD 2_65dTL_T6V

2 buerd L@ w 2 wiiewrsd CBHHICHTL (B
CUITHIGS DT 2 _6VTOYLD L|6STEW6VTILIGI & T63T6V

sleriLosst] Gb B Ly d Flsiref] wpssresrr
®)erGeuesflsy @miliLr @miibLyg) FreTm

LBTm CFTemsv WT(HLOG)V p(HFewMS

STCeT L0l p(HSSH CHTEITM,

) stTeaTeIT Y TOIHTEL FFBIE @) ue6T 6T6HTMI
LOGITEITEU 6T B MIIITEIT LOUIG S LD 6TIUISH TS

HeNTL_ HewTewile|d %L L GlFallullsy)b

HeNTL_ HewTenilenld G5l L GlFallullsy)b

2 mmi2 et 2 L Lilenid GleupmldFemevds &rioest
wuilewsvujib GlFwIeNsVU|LD LOTEYLD & 6UEMETU|LD
LulleV @) 1pd HLOGVIPLD LI(hEUSS] VT hb

LO6VT6UTUI LDLI6IT eUTFLD HLOLPL

LeViLymLd HewTGL TedT LiswflbgICSTLeL Gl L1
s2(HLO S 6TeVeW6V SLICILIlewILD 2 6w wimeir
CuT®meu LmiIG&ETIY CuTuiler BB TeT
wrslGepefls Herergsy @)enniGlasTLy 6TedTGM
Coupbgsewr o GL_meir eV @) wisy GxpieyLfl,

plvgsled Gaflsgl QpHelleibL) s
FVHF6V Fliflujbgpi FTrewTesr CHTeTM,

24-20

24-30

24-40



LDGITEUT6L 63T |6LEWEBT 616U hIS] (LP6BT 16T M)
steor2_uilir QjemesTwimer FFiIGHepeafld &rere_emer

O|STRTT6T 63(HHDew i HevwTly BT )LgFH6iT

ClFT6LEYILOl6IT 6TOTM OB TLP D OUSST 2_6W [ LILIT 6T
ey GevetT Uil Hmiflews SHeiTemesrL
et M) ayewL_Guieht LTS lL CHemmil:

BT& BT BBHSEHE)STHI 6TLICUET

suTens BauGsUTedT auswereUswTeT BHall

surg uilewsv suuilmmier Gz mermlw

LTedlsusmer stedtGLITsT LIMbSH )bBT6T

@) rallgas s spmeausT @)ementpensv GHmids

& (HOleuT () 6u(HLD6TeETd: FHewvileT(HHF 267 d B 6vT 63T

9 BIGI|LT L|H6VEUEIT 6UCHD_LD V6V

LpBIOS Iy eUTTTeT LjeVLDLIsY (3)%ICH6:

SUSHF Fribgl CFUNLT HT6T2_65T

HTU6V LTHEST HLsVeuuilm| Ljgn 2 1D

LoenflGLD HewevH 6T euTUIGILLTLH WITEVG)
ST @)bSIT FTLILDD T L_TH60l60T.
BIGIUZ YPlBRId FhIGLILS C15HSRID
Coupbgsewr o GLmit GClileTears s Tevnt(h ()
HT()6V DTS &L sVauUIM| LS MLV
surTFeuest ailpmsGHmer MG 6TedTM)

wrseust Guruller 9bpTseT 65Tl (HbE)dHh

HTEUGD LOTHEBT H6VdE6RLP) WITSH M6V
SSTOEILIWIT L Hews Glwiie m) wrullesr
SHTOILI(HH GG UI6ULD u(HBHEVILD 2 650T(H6T6wT
9| 6pFCevretr yrFest CaailsTadrm) 6755
BHeVLOESTLD LIMbS BTL B &6vvTlendsem il
STOTLOEM TS & (FOlB6uT, @) rrFwT Cxail
HeTERHLD Glumiiwid sTwepLd GlBTemsev|LD

2 _6iTed SHera|ldsTeiTm) 2 FGauri gimboHemeu

HWEVEHLOWITS Ol TERTL_Bl6IT H6W6VEMLDF)6D TIPS N

24-50

24-60

24-70



LjemeVemL6TETM] B6hF LI CuThg LymIGs T

BleTOlTT(H CUITHGI B6STLOEMSITLI L& S T6IT
sTeTOleTT(h (3)(HdGHLbeTeITMI FFBIGH @) emeu GlFTevayLf),
LenflGL Hewsvgmib wTHal CaslBHs

SIS WD FIH6TLL G FleumiFw eug GLimsv
Cgeflwrd Abews T FSHLPH %G 2 wIdHdI

sueflerm] Gl TibLilesT 61 (HBHSH O B(H MBI
DT 1 o7 1DHSI RIS T SIDPL 6T
mGeued LedTesTeUeHT CHalH6dT LITeV6UT S

Caalluyib yuiapd AGSlrm Liguyid

LTSI LOFHEHLD LDTH6UTd &TesdTL_gVILD

6T GISTHIT O FTMI QY BIE ()W EWTEUMOT W5 ULIT6V

QBT (P HBEMS LOTHEUGHT F|6W WL 61 W hI

W6y 26T L_TH6TETM] I 6T In M6YILD,
B)swemTeusmen mevsLTsT @) rrFr CHall

S| (HHBHUTEH G WD HS Y FETLD HTL I35
F(hbgIg ailersdd ApliydF GFiigLiler
WressT(HLISV LbBBILD (3)6nenTo)ly 6 (hhdeTedT
ST (& VWS HILDEHLOFFBIF WIS DS
BTS06HTem6V6 B)6V6VTII D UNSYILD S6TTTH
PGB Z)6U WITHEME 6UTLPELID 6307 (H)6T6IT,

Caall Gamearmit GlFiigeu wirdhenduiles
GueaiGerrer gy uilswid ef psgli CLirer@meir
Umbasri cpssri LlenflGprit 2 mHmmi
@mbsTi sTesTends @G (3)&HICse:
Cuemgewio ClFiiens 2 _ewriGou I (Hey(H
suruilev 2arGm HI%TCou Coul_ems

upGm LG CHTHMID ellewedriiLiwiesT
QODITET 1G53 G)uteOL| TTHILD
UmpCsmi gmluilsv GlumbGLm oM@ eur
Sl uilssT APHTE SBlGeuT

24-80

24-90

24-100

24-110



CUEDHEWLD 6T6ITLIGI WITSI6T6T 6)flavTalledr
QP GleuMenn 2 _eWTT TS| LOWIBIF

QuIpL@® CILUIT(HETTEL SEWTL I LOMbHSI
PwevBasTH 2_ar(eTerrs CsL L gl Gpeflsev
2 _6UsLD cpsTHINID 2 ullymib 2 6V&LD
9|V & )6V Lisv2_ullir YMIaIHHSH HT G LD

& HEHD CHeuhd LNTLoHLd HIs (HLD

QBT allsvmi@ Guujb eTeT@m

Bevailener %allewsst 6TeTMI(R)(h 616MIHUIT6V

CFTsveVLT LI L & (mallgyist Gpmerm] 24-120

aflewerrliLiweT allenerujm Hreme 2 uilisl @
weriGuii @)edTLIpLd Heuswevwid &TL(HLb
Fallewesr 6T6dTLIGI WTHI6TeoT rilevTeallsor

UIOHTIG VLTI QY BIEH G CHerTTil
CsTeweLCi HTGeu &TLG Fallewipey

2 _swevwim 2 L 1bLilev CHrermieu cLpssTmILD,
QUG Gmenar HEEREFTER LiLsT(E)e
Qerevetard QFmevedlss GHTeTHIOI HTETED,
Glaucsd6D Glau@arsy GlLTeVeLTS: HTL_FleTedTm)

D _6IT6TLD &63T6vf16dT 2 (HLILISST CLP6STM)LD6TEOTL] 24-130

LUSG| aUeHSHWTeY LIWeTO\H T Ljsveur

@)$HF b L gTi uLT@eur oy uilesr
aflevmi@ b GLiwid BrssHLd P

HEVBIFIW 2 _6Temd HeusneVuilsy GspmeiTmisur,
H6VeleD6UT 6TEOTLIGI WITF6T6dT ailevTenlsD
CFTsvedlwr LGFletT 6% TESlulledT K BIL)F
FVLD HTBIFS STETLD SHeMVFSTMI

CLosLeTaT UGSS RHEPSITI FDSSH1S
@z eu(HLd 10&%EHLD LTiomd oms]

Gueilw FpsFs allenesTiiLiwieT o 6@ s 24-140



SrFer CxallQwr® <y uilentp HeveS T
Yewrd i hevmip Curmpls G evvridledt
MDY 2 ewTihs LewflGL Senevh
Umomid G L LNesTermer subgi2 6v1dh G
@sHnio Lavayid Goupissr LigHuyis
PSHBHI6TT HEHSHWTIUI (LPSITEIM G FnM)]616V
6T6ITM)| | 6U6IT 6T(LPSHEVILD, (BT BIGIHTI 6T(LDHSI
HETMIS M) LOTSHAUET HEVI|Iq 66T HISH S
Gapallujib gy uiapd ASSlrm Ligluyib

WrHeui 6Tl meuTg 2 ibLiler

@) bBasT WHBISlTWTET 2_swmCeusdt oy ullesr
LDGITEUT6U6DT LD M) (& (@) U6IT 61 (hLDIn MH W) 6T63T 6T
O|WL_HGIH|SH60T Lil6dT6vT T 6T

Lo ()6 LowTILIV VUIDEIST (LS 6THH]
suEhF U 6T L@ TG HlesllFHers

6TEHFT VY MLD WTHIGHEILD OFiiIFH6usV
6T6V S (& @)LT 2_assr(ReT6dTm) () BIgS6e0 Couewnri_m
L0631 (& (Q)60f] U 6TIT M Dj6UEHTU|LD 616TTHIS],
Ceupbgie mi GluraTGUTe afpHP T LewMbHDH
b Tewsv g ullentp GLima

2 V&% Ymallud PSIWIT6T & Lg 695 U|LD
Bev@gspafls &hs (LD 6755 6ueVIDE)S TevsT(h
SABSTD AOTL LPHSICFTHI Hpullowip
QbglreT LTt G@ugll Upssigi
LoeuTLflev Heuuilest @)Hg CLTemM2 _uilids)
9} BIGHEUTLD LDTH6UEHT L9 (3)6W6WT 616WTBISZS],

@) bpasTL GUiwiTg @)bBHET 9 EHLD

LDGITGITGUEDT WIT T 6T LOTSHEUEIT Fn M)LD

bT& LTLD®)&I BeVBEHT f6TE6uTedT

LpLOlF b B T6dTLOS 63T L|6udT6vvt] Wl 7T F6dT

mml & @)euett LImbs bBTeT 61%TL (Hib
PBIGH2_WIT aurersgIl GluweLilewpliy oplumg)

24-150

24-160

24-170



LDGBITEIN| LD LOTEWILD QUSTLDLIG &CeHD_LD

2 _6TBledTml 2 (hd G Crmiie_ullid @, @)sVererrsd
BHWHLOEVT S HTEOTTE TS MLD Fn Nil6vT6IT

BEDEH LDV LI LDGILITLI6V ) (Hbb6eUEIT &T6IT6T60T.

DLSSITT BT LS STMS YHPIDDI.

Chapter 24. Manimekai is released from the queen’s prison

Chitrapathi, the mother of Madhavi and grandmother of Manimekalai,
after hearing that the prince had been caught in Chitrapathi’s plan,
went to queen’s palace to release Manimekalai.

Her heart shivered and, suffering,

she went to the queen, fell at her feet

and asked her to release Manimekalai from prison.

She said, “Many born as courtesans have had to suffer—

the eleven lovely-waisted women,

the five women born on the earth to dance for thousand-eyed Indra, 24-010
the renowned hundred and four who fought with the son of a sage,
the girl from my family who opposed Urvasi,

All these hundred and twenty women together

did not suffer as | have.

O great queen, the prince gave gold to many women

and he is not here anymore. 24-020

Madhavi joined a Buddhist ashram and became a sage.

Dancing women should not live like her.

Manimekalai, her daughter, begs at every house

carrying a begging pot.

Women always cause trouble.



Listen to this story,. 24-030
Then Chitrapathi told the queen the story

of Killivalavan and Peelivalai.

Chitrapathi tells the queen the story of Nedumudikkilli, the father of Udayakumaran,

and Peelivalai.

“One time in the spring,

the Chola king Nedumudikkilli, the father of Udayakumaran,
went to the beautiful seashore with rolling waves

where there is a flower garden filled with punnai trees.

He saw a girl where there was no one around.

The king thought, ‘I do not know who she is.

Where did she come from?’

He was fascinated by her.

She was as beautiful as a peacock,

with eyes like mangoes, ears like kuvalay flowers,
and a mouth like a lotus petal.

Her body spread fragrance like the flower arrows
of Kama from his sugarcane bow. 24-040

The king, conquerer of many enemies,
affectionately asked her what she wanted.

She and he stayed there for a whole month

but she did not say anything about herself.

One day he could not see her, lovely as a blooming vine.
The king, conquerer of many enemies,

went on his chariot slowly searching for her.



At that time he saw a Jain sage climbing a hill to bathe in a pond.
The king went before him, bowed to him and asked,

‘O sage, a girl as sweet to me as my life has disappeared.
She may be here.

Have you seen her? Please tell me.’ 24-050

When the king bowed to him, the sage said,

‘I have not seen her, but | know of her, O king.

Listen. She is the daughter Peelivalai,

born to Valaivanan whose spear is victorious,

the king of the Naga country,

and his wife Vasa Mayilai.

The day their daughter was born,

an astrologer told the king and the queen

that Peelivalai would love a prince of the Sun dynasty,

and she would give birth to a boy. 24-060

The astrologer also said that only their son will come to them
and Peelivalai, beautiful as a blooming vine, would not come.
Do not worry. Hear this.

If you do not perform the Theevaga Shanthi,

the ocean will swallow the great city that you protect.

Even Manimekalai cannot prevent it

because Indra has cursed this city.

You have defeated many kings!

Understand that this is true.

Do not allow the ocean to swallow this wonderful city.

Do not forget the festival for Indra.’

The sage told this to the king

and went on his way. 24-070



From the time the great sage left this place,

there has always been trouble in this guarded city.

You are the queen of this land.

| am afraid that if Manimekalai gets into trouble,

the goddess Manimekalai, her guardian angel,

will come here to save her and take her away.

Manimekalai is a dancing girl and she was born to dance.

Give her to me and | will take her to my home.” In this way, Chitrapathi praised the
queen

and asked her to give Manimekalai to her.

The queen Rajamadevi told Chitrapathi,

“‘Sages have removed from their lives

drink, lying, passion, murder and theft.
Manimekalai, beautiful as a blooming vine,
followed the advice of those sages

and renounced family life.

She came to me and stays with me in this house.
Let her remain with me.” After saying these things,

the queen kept Manimekalai with her. 24-080

Madhavi, Sudhamathi and Aravanar go to bring Manimekalai from the queen’s

palace.

Madhavi heard that Manimekalai was being kept by the queen.
Her heart was affected like a cloth on which dust has fallen.
She went to Sudhamathi and told her what she had heard,

trembling like a blossoming vine in the wind.



Madhavi, Chitrapathi and Sudhamathi go to see Aravanar

Madhavi went near Aravanar and bowed to his feet.

He blessed all saying, “May you all be wise.”

Rajamadevi the queen decorated with bangles,
showed Aravanar a seat

and showed proper reverence for his divine feet.
She said, “l have not seen you for a long time.
My good karma has allowed me to see you.

May your venerable body live long!” 24-100

Aravanar said, “Devi, listen.

Even though | have led a life of penance,
| am like the setting sun.

This is the nature of the world—

people are born, become old, get sick and die.

Hear me. The results of karma are

ignorance, action, feeling, form and lack of form, sense organs, taste,
enjoyment, desire, attaching, life and birth.

If people understand these things, they will reach moksha.

If they do not understand them, they will plunge into hell. 24-110

Aravanar said,

“If you ask what it means to be naive [pedamai], 24-110

it is when someone does not understand things,



is confused and believes such things as ‘a rabbit has horns.’

There are many kinds of lives born in this world.

They are six types—people, gods, Brahmas, Naragars, animals and peys.
They are all born according to their good karma and bad karma

and experience happiness and sorrow

when the results of their karma come to them. 24-120

Would you know what bad karma is,

O you adorned with beautiful bangles?

Then hear. It is of ten kinds.

These include three things you do with your body—

murder, theft, and passion;

four things you do with your mouth—

lying, gossiping, saying cruel words, saying useless words;

and three things you do with your mind—

hatred, anger, and confusion.

Good people avoid these, but if people do these things they will be born

as animals, pey, naragar and will live with sorrow.

If you would know what good karma is,

it is the avoiding of the above ten acts,

having good character and performing charity.

Such people will be born again as gods, people and Brahmas

and enjoy the results of their good karma. 24-140

O queens, avoid all bad actions and do good karma.
O Manimekalai, you know your births.

When you know all the dharma, | will tell you all that you need to know.”



After instructing them, Aravanar got up to leave.

The young vine-like Manimekalai rose and bowed to his feet.

She told the queen, attendants and Chitrapathi,

“Do not forget all the good things that Aravanar told us. 24-150

If | stay here all the people of this city

will scold me saying that | was born to be a misfortune for the prince.

| will go to the country of Punniyarajan,

and from there | will reach the faultless island of Manipallavam.

| will go to Vaniji city, meet the goddess Kannagi, and do much good charity.
Do not worry thinking that | will be in trouble

You are dear to my heart.” 24-160

She went around the temple of Muthiyal

filled with shining lights and fragrances.

Then the ornamented Manimekalai flew up into the sky,
went to the great city ruled by Indra’s nephew

and stopped at a blooming grove.

She rested, saw a sage, bowed to his feet and asked him,
“What is the name of this city? Who is the king of this country?”
The sage told her,

“This city is Nagapuram and the king of this country

is Punniyarajan, the son of Bhumichandran.

Ever since that son was born to king Bhumichandran

the rains have not failed and the earth

and the plants have flourished and yielded good fruit,

and there is no sickness among the people.”

The sage in that blooming garden

told her the greatness of the king garlanded with flowers. 24-176
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Part 6. Punniyarajan and Manimekalai

Chapter 25. Punniyarajan goes to Manipallavam

The powerful king Punniyarajan entered the garden
and bowed to the feet of the sage Dharmasavagan.

The sage told him about good deeds, bad deeds,

unstable things, stable things, and strength and sorrow in life.

He also told the king

25-220

25-230



how people are dependent on the bonds of this world

and can reach moksha only if they release themselves from those bonds.

The king saw Manimekalai and said to the sage,
“This girl is very beautiful.

Even Kama will not be able to escape her loveliness,
yet she carries a begging pot and asks for alms.

Who is this matchless woman?” 25-010

Kanjugan, his guard bowed to the king and said,

“This female sage is matchless.

No one has her abilities.

O garlanded king from the dynasty of Killivalavan and as famous as he,
when | came on a boat and entered a garden on the banks of the Kauviri.
the sage Aravanar told me about her birth.

At that time, | told you about her.

This is that same girl.

She has left her city and come here.” 25-020.

Manimekalai sees Punniyarajan and speaks to him in his palace.

Manimekalai, as lovely as a young vine,

said to the king Punniyarajan adorned with garlands,
“When you were Aputhiran you put the pot in Gomuki pond.
You are not aware that the same pot came to me.

You do not know its value

and you do know of your previous birth

or that your mother in this birth was a cow.

| will be in Manipallavam waiting for you.



Unless you come to me in Manipallavam
and go around the Peedihai,
you will not know about your previous birth.

O king, come to me to that island.” 25-030

Manimekalai in Manipallavam

The faultless vine-like Manimekalai

went to Manipallavam and waited for the king to come.

She went along the banks of the river fragrant with flowers,

where waves roll and waterfalls descend from the sky.

Before the sun set,

she saw the Buddha Peedihai that takes away desire for the world.

She went around it, worshiped it and it told her previous births.

Manimekalai repeats to the Peedihai what the sage Aravanar told her

when she was on the banks of the Kayankarai

She said, “When | was on the banks of the river Kayankarai
and worshiped the sage Aravanar,

| bowed and praised him and he taught the dharma.

He told us all about the dharma.

He said ‘Do not do bad acts and if you do bad karma

you will be born as animals, Naragars and peys. 25-040

If you do not do any bad karma

you will be born as devas, people and Brahmas,

and therefore you should never do bad acts

but always do good.

There is one who will be born to save the world,



and only those who hear his dharma

will not be born and suffer in this world.

Do charitable deeds always before Yama comes for you.
When Yama comes,

you cannot change the results of your bad karma.’

He taught us about dharma, speaking for a long time.
We listened to the dharma that he taught us,

bowed to him and praised him. 25-050

| said, ‘I would like to know why the Peedihai is here
even before the highest Buddha will appear.

Will it tell the births of all?’

Aravanar replied, ‘Only Indra knows what the Peedihai will say.
It will not say anything unless the god Indra

tells it what to say about the births of people.

This Peedihai will also tell your births without fault.” 25-060

Manimekalai went around the Peedihai
worshiped it and waited thinking

that it would tell her previous births. 25-070

The king Punniyarajan left the garden and went to his palace.

He knew that he was born to a cow in his present birth.
Bhumichandran, the childless king, had raised him as his son.

He was upset when he found out from his stepmother Amarasundari
that his mother Sali had abandoned him

as a baby in his previous birth. 25-080



Punniyarajan no longer wanted to see plays or listen to music.
He was not interested in love or fighting with his queens.

He no longer bowed to the feet of women

with breasts adorned with kunkum

and with curly hair filled with flowers.

He no longer desired their lovely smiles

or the nectar of their mouths.

He was not interested in the lovely glances

of the dark eyes on their moonlike faces.

Though Kama was shooting his flower arrows at him, 25-090
the king wished to escape Kama’s play of passion.

He understood that his mind was changing

and he wanted to know his previous births.

Manimekalai had told him to go to Manipallavam and worship the
Peedihai

which would tell him his previous births.

Punniyarajan decides to go to Manipallavam to see Manimekalai

Janamithran, the king’s minister, realized that the king’s mind
had changed from what it was before.

He bowed to the king and said,

“May our king prosper! 25-100

Hear my words.

Before you were born, there was no rain in this country

and people and creatures died.

Mothers were not able to feed the children

they had given birth to and also eat themselves.

But when you were born,



it was as if rain poured in the hot summer.

O king adorned with long garlands,

after you were born the rains always poured,

the earth flourished without fail

and the people were never hungry.

If you go away, all the people of this country

will suffer like motherless children. 25-110.

If you wish to leave without protecting this country
to do tapas and attain moksha,

all the creatures here will die.

Surely you do not want them to suffer and die.
There is a saying that it is the dharma of a king
not to worry about his life but to protect all other lives.

This is the way you should think.” 25-120

The king told his minister,
“I cannot control my desire to go to Manipallavam.
| will be back in a month

and it is your duty to protect my country and people until | return.”

He called his carpenters and asked them to build a boat.
He sailed on the ocean rolling with shining waves

and his boat reached Manipallavam.

Punniyarajan and Manimekalai in Manipallavam

Manimekalai saw the boat and was pleased to see the king.

She took him around the island surrounded by the wavy ocean

with its flower gardens dripping with honey. 25-130



She showed him the Peedihai and said,
“O great one, this is the Dharma Peedihai

that tells people their previous births.”

The king of kings went around the Peedihai and praised it.
Just as a mirror shows a person’s face faultlessly
when they hold it in their hands and look into it,

the Peedihai showed the king his previous birth as Aputhiran.

The king thinks of his previous birth when the goddess Sindadevi

came to him and gave him the Amudhasurabhi

He worshiped the goddess Sindadevi and said, “Now | know about my previous
births.

and my troubles are gone.

O goddess lovely as a statue, 25-140

you are the beautiful goddess of the Southern Tamil Madurai.

O goddess Sindadevi, in my previous birth

in the dark night when it was raining,

some people came and asked for food,

but | worried because | could not feed them in the middle of the night.

O Sindadevi, you came to me and said,
‘Go to the temple and feed the people.
Even if the country suffers from famine,
this pot will not become empty.

Get up, do not worry and receive this.’
Then you gave me the Amudhasurabhi

and removed all my sins so that | was able to feed hungry people.



You, O goddess, shine like a diamond
and your feet take away the faults of gods
and Brahmas and give them goodness.

| will not forget you in all my births.” 25-155

With Manimekalai adorned with jewels,
the king Punniyarajan went towards the southwest
and they stayed on the bank of Gomuki pond

in the shadow of a punnai tree blooming with pure flowers. 25-160

Deepathilahai, the guardian goddess of the island,

was pleased to see them and said to the king,

“Come, O great one.

You removed the hunger of people with your divine hands.

You gave food from this wonderful Amudhasurabhi.

Deepathilahai tells Punniyarajan the story of the nine Cheeti merchants and his

former birth as Aputhiran

In your previous birth,

nine Cheeti merchants came with you on the ship

and abandoned you on this island,

but when they realized what a good person you were, they returned.
Discovering you had died here, they died also—

see, here are their bones. 25-170

Their bodies were buried under the sand, pushed by rolling waves,
under the shadow of this punnai tree blooming with flowers.

These are the bodies that were sacrificed for their beloved king.

Wanting to save your life, you killed others.



Aren’t you a murderer? Yet you are a king now.” 25-175

Deepathilahai tells Manimekalai the story of Peelivalai and Killivalavan.

Deepathilahai looked at Manimekalai and spoke to her.
“O good and beautiful one with the pot praised by all,
hear why the ocean swallowed your city.

Peelivalai, the most beautiful of women,

was the daughter of the king of the Naga country.
Killivalavan met her in a forest and they loved each other.
One day Peelivalai left him and went away

and Killivalavan could not find her.

Then she gave birth to a boy.

One time as Peelivalai went around the island

and the Peedihai that Indra, the king of gods, had placed there,

she met a rug merchant whose boat had stopped there.

She showed the baby to the merchant and told him,

‘This baby is the son of a king. Please take him with you.’

When she gave him the baby he was happy

and bowed to Peelivalai, beautiful as a faultless vine.

The very day the merchant left with the baby, his ship sank. 25-190.
Some of the sailors who survived came to the king

and told him about his son.

The king, feeling like a snake that has lost its diamond,

searched the forests and the shore of the ocean for his baby.

He did not want to celebrate the festival of Indra, the king of the gods,

and decided not to have it.



The goddess Manimekalai, knowing about the king’s son,
became angry and made a curse, saying,

‘May the beautiful city of Pukar be destroyed by the wavy ocean.’
This is what happened to the city. 25-200

The divine city Pukar was swallowed by the ocean and the king,
who was like the god with the lovely spear in his hand,

alone without anyone, left the city. 25-204

Then your mothers adorned with ornaments

went with the sage Aravanar to Vaniji city.

If you would know why the god of the ocean

who makes the world flourish destroyed Pukar,

ask the sage Aravanar in Vaniji and he will tell you 25-210.

how it happened.

He will also tell you how the goddess Manimekalai

took Aputhiran, the savior of the people, to another country
and he became the king and ruled the place.”

After saying this the divine goddess Deepathilahai

went to her place.

The king felt sad when he and Manimekalai dug up the earth

and the skeletons of Aputhiran and the Chettis appeared.

Manimekalai got up and said,

“O king wearing a garland shining with petals,
| came to your country and brought you here
to tell you of your previous births.

Is it right for rulers of the earth or the gods in the sky



to decide to leave their country and become sages?
If you would know what dharma is, listen carefully
without forgetting what | say.

There is nothing more important than food, clothes
and a place to stay for creatures in this world.

That is what dharma is.” 25-230

The king told Manimekalai.

“O you with a lovely forehead,

whether in my own country or another country
| will do good dharma.

You told me my previous births

and made me to understand who | am.

| will never forget you.”

Manimekalai told him,
“Do not worry. Your good country worries that you are not there
and calls you to come back. | am going to Vaniji city.”

Manimekalai with beautiful ornaments flew in the sky. 25-239.

26. auEhdfl LTHSIT b STEND

[ wenfIGuEamey saamslEC@sriL D 9ewLbS uEehForbsi Ldbss url_(H ]

Sjswilullenip SYbSID DT 6TLbS)
ST STH6V & TUISEUIT 6307560 WL LL|LD
QBT Cla (1Y HTewH CHTEUCIEHT F65TeW6vTU|LD
HL_6)6IT 6T(LPSI W LILgLOLD & el

Coul swas gIrtiug CHriL1b &bl
SUETHIS] BTN (& 6WTLDLISV 6753
SDL&HEBL_6T BHleV6VTG| heVSH6ULD LIL TTH]



HMHL5 L6 LLewoT(B) BILDSL6T (Plg55HS]
9| (H6meL BeuswT(HLD6TTM] (LI (LPSIT Bl LI
2HOLIHLD LGBl &L_a6T B 2 ewrliGLiTer 26-10

6T @)ewM&E G 2 MM B)(HHHT ClLUTHTSI

GleulbswLouilsdT LogIewT GleusiiauLpsy Li(h)bTeiT

WGHITT LFleTeid rGlLIhH 6ClFulaiLd

@)gBT (peTOFUI allewesTulledT LiwiesTTeL

&Ta(3)6V LbOILITLHlL HedlBISBV BT (hd

ST LDGTETEUT 6UFE|LD (&LOTENLD

Amgs Yrupb Qb id sLilemsvu|id

9|l 6T HOTEOTT 9L VOFH 2_miBTer

WR® STOUSD PSTIBT G)esT]

wreuHLd euPBIST @)L_GHlev GlLmmerTCeul_ B 26-20

LI6V&H6V6IT Gl Tesr(h) LIsOT M) wimLoey

sTevausmar wWrGearm(® oflyrib eTiiglL

LIGSTL & H6VLDLISIT FhiSH LT & 63T6M6Tdh

HENTL_TIT FnDd WG WI6VBI6IT & 65T6 65T

uTiggluet CIprleVOlFu b LITH6dT 6T6TERILD

$5015TLf eoTersit Gl HGMesTLs LIHM

PDMET B)OUGTETRT 2_WTH| LOGITET D &%

GDI@) Cevrewerrd Gl TewevL|flb Sl L evTesr

YIS SUST eveTall JjpFeTeT T DM

eI mBISGoWr CLwTiGuTsiT @)misusnr 671l 26-30

@)L Frub L 1gwgl 9@

2 _bewio ailewesTounhgl 2 (HHSHeVRLH WITEI6TERILD
Glwiibewiod Hlerall aflaroLilur LNesTenitd

FOHmid CsTenT(®H ClFpbsi HewsdCsheor
GsvblFiipev ailemerruilsir alleTamTouid GlFsTEmLD
Sjsuailenet @)misluilest B FevrLs LiTouLd
6T6U6UEM S WITEYILD 6TUILHIH6V PLHWITT)

2 bui @sveudl @) ibuiflsv LisVLIMLIL

wrsIsanID @) meilener 2 iggi2 ewiott GLimsv



bBIGHIY B Lmalld sLedlenL KHFL 26-40

Umbgi @mbaid 2 pevGeurid LilsTesri

LOMBGILD LOEDIPLOMT L& HBH6V BTL_(h& G

RHOILHH BleVH DTN 2 TEUTT 2_6»Td & LD

ST6I|(HLD GClLIHewLd HLilewevwiid Liglullesr

QYOI B0 LTTIlenS SjerailsTn) BlevnsSis

BIT&5ID@)V Lss ehTullm) Carermli

Gumrgl epsvid ClUITHbGleUDH HHertls

$5I9MI Brevauens auriisnoujb 615flbg)

uestevfl(f Friiledr LGS s CHTHM (LD

9| bBleMmEV 6TEVEVTLD HyLPley M) 616H S LD 26-50

Qmyister Guibiilds GHDeT® eTiiF)

6TEOTD|(HLD FHSHT UTETLD 6THIS%H )LD

S| WTEWTV MBI allifldh @ HremevL

UBOSTIY SHewS UL Cedr Lideuesr

Qbslr ellETrid 71pbers Gigedlsir

HletTLd HFullsv CHTHMITey 3)6dTM]

O|eTL|2_m| eTSCHT(H eusT M CHL (B

Simail 2 srerid GsTeiTld GlHmL (LD

Upal K65 Gluppluid <y @suLb

9$5SD wruileyib 9Ches HTeVLD 26-60

STHSDS HTTHGD F)BHSu|b ClFiiGeiLd.

BEDMEBLOLD Fon 556V [HBIEN b ILJLD

pewpeowuilst @bs WS 95565

Ssueuaui Fowdgl HW6LTmer CsL B

Glwiieuens @)sTenio BlesrdhGas allarmidw

Uesresrits QuflGuimest L& BN &L_sumii

B siTesrgI@)suall wWeOLjsTerTd SHTilT(Hbgl 2 »TSHDHeVILD,
B)ewarwisT susHOTGWITET 6TEITMID 63T () UIT6U (LD
allewear@ummeir 2_swywiri Ceuhmie (Hd G&TerTblsesr

swLwYml Aplier QFuieusid Sbsb 26-70



LHSITID QIR DT HEUEHT 6ulq euTIUId

Capeu @evupd ClsHMluyid LisiTerrluib

LoVt GQurflepid Gluriiensuid LilewL_bg)
[B6VGH6Y (Lp6vTleu (HLD HMMI|L Bl F]6vT(HLD
BeVEBM] SHrewilus ClbTeVHITEV LjsV6U (HLD
sThiGey|D aflenhisiw stullevm &) HEHemasulilsy,
CFBIGL (DeusiTeranb OlFBIGHTD Govbhbedr
LSS aehF LLeum euEhFuilsd

GuTTg06lHTLlL FTemest &H6EhFullev Ljewevru

BlVBT(h 6TEVEMEVHEIT LOEHEVBT (R 6T6HT6UT 5> 26-80

W& LDLOEMEVSE HaflDHMI(B)6TLD SLD(LPSIT LOWIBIGS

Ga b Teyld GlFMIFHLP6L LoMeU(HLD

STTLOWkIEG HL_60l6T H600GTarTd HewL_(3)d

SBINS WD CUTWTHN| WL HWTSH HBIS]

suBIg Bralluller 9 seTeuL_&@ @)PHy

H601d lFwm (1LpLHeVLIV Couba i

S|eweTeUen T 6leusTM 96Ul HLDGILITET (LpLg LlewFF

Fewowild migw @)ewiowr LOTEVIED T

OB lI6eud HEVEYILD TS Ly LOlenFF

QFWICILITET suTewsu|d CFid g w CFresr 26-90

allsVgImeL ClauIGuITsT H6TLHLp allaTBISL

CuTeTOHTIg 1 QLWL b GlLUTeT BT CLITedhSevTsiT
B BBSIB TSI PSTHSIS) p%60lsiT

LT (HbGIBTEL eUTIEHLOULD L{sVLILI(BS &M (& 6T6T.

aIEhd TBEIT Ldbs STend WPHBHMI.

Chapter 26. Manimekalai meets the goddess Kannagi. She enters Vaniji city

The story of Kannagi
Manimekalai adorned with beautiful ornaments flew in the sky.

She wanted to see the statues of her beloved parents—



her generous father Kovalan and her mother Kannagi.
She entered the temple and saw their statues.

She worshiped the goddess Kannagi and praised her.
Crying, she said,

“You did not have a loving family life, you did not do tapas.

Tell me why you spent your life like that.”

Kannagi, the most chaste woman, tells Manimekalai her story

She bowed and the statue of Kannagi,

the goddess of chastity, spoke to her, saying, 26-010
“When your father and | were in Madurai

| could not endure the suffering he went through

and | burned Madurai.

At that time a goddess came to me

and told me that all that had happened

is because of my previous karma.

| will tell you the story of my previous life.

The Goddess Kannagi tells the story of Sangaman.

Two related kings, Vasu and Kumaran,

ruled Singapuram and fertile Kabilai,

and they fought with one another.

In my previous birth | was married to Sangaman.

During their fighting, Sangaman and |

took our ornaments and went to Singapuram to sell them. 26-020
The guards of the king saw Sangaman selling ornaments,

went to the palace and told an evil person named Bharathan,



that Sangaman is a thief.

Bharathan went to the king and told him that Sangaman is a spy,
and the king had Sangaman killed.

|, Sangaman’s wife,

cried and climbed high on a hill and uttered a curse. 26-030
The goddess Madhurapuri came before me and said,

‘Do not curse the city.

That evil deed will bring you punishment.’

| did not listen to the goddess

but became angry and destroyed the city.

Now, your father and | are in heaven

because of our good karma,

but though we are here now

our bad karma will not leave us.

We will be born many times in the world,

and suffer like all others.” 26-040

The goddess Kannagi continued,

“In Kapilavastu in the country of Magadam,

a sun-like Buddha will appear beneath a bodhi tree.
It will tell the faultless four kinds of truth,

the appearance of twelve causes of misery

and how they will appear and disappear.
Chakravalam will appear 26-050

and spread the light of Dharma.

O you adorned with beautiful bracelets,
because we have worshiped at the seven temples of Indra,

| and your father will not be born in sorrowful births.



With loving hearts we will listen to the Buddha’s dharma
and our hearts will follow the path of sages.
We will not be born in the world after that.

We will serve all people. 26-060

O you with fragrant hair,

you will hear all the religious beliefs of the philosophers in this city.
When you understand the truth,

you will follow the lord’s path of Buddhist teaching.

This is what will happen to you.

The sages will not tell religious truths to you
because they will think you are young

and you are a woman wearing bangles.
You must take another form.” 26-070

Kannagi her foster mother left Manimekalai and went away.

Manimekalai in Vaniji city

Manimekalai recited the mantra

that the goddess Manimekalai had given her

and assumed the form of a male sage.

She passed by temples, porches, ashrams,

blooming groves and ponds.

She stayed in the area outside of Vaniji city and the forts,
where sages doing tapas stay along with learned scholars,

and poets who know ancient books that guide people in good paths.

The victory of Cenkuttuvan, the Chera king, in the war



with the northern Kanaga Vijayars.

Cenkuttuvan, the just king of Vanji, was preparing to go to war.
His Chera soldiers wore blooming vanji flowers in their hair,
while his throng of mountain-like elephants

went among the people swinging their trunks.

It looked as if the Chera army covered all the hilly land. 26-080
As they moved, chariots, horses

and soldiers wearing heroic anklets

sounded like the ocean in the rainy season.

They stopped at the northern bank of the beautiful Ganges

and then crossed the river to reach the land of the kings Kanaga Vijayar.
They fought with them and other enemy kings, defeated them

and made them carry divine stones on their royal heads

to make a statue of the goddess Kannagi.

For his valor he received the golden vahai flower,

a symbol of victory, on his crown.

Manimekalai entered golden Vanji where gold banners waved

to celebrate the victory of the Chera king, the great archer. 26-094.
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Part 7. Manimekalai’s tapas

Chapter 27. Manimekalai and the philosophers

Manimekalai took the form of a sage

and approached the Samaya Kanakkar’s place.

She went to the Alavaivadi who followed the Vaidika tradition
and asked him,

“Tell me the philosophy you follow.”

The Alavaivadi told her
We follow the three sages—Vedaviyasar, Kirudakoodi and faultless Saimini—

and the rishis who explained ten, eight and six in their various philosophies.

The ten pramanas of the Vaidika tradition are
seeing, thinking, simile, agama, arthapati,

iyalbu, aidiham, abhavam, meetci and ozhivarivu. 27-010

The sensory perceptions are five.

We see colors through the eyes,
we hear sounds through the ears,
we smell through the nose,

we taste with the tongue,

we feel by touch. 27-020

We see, hear, breathe, eat and feel through these sensory organs.

We need to know the happiness and sorrows that these give.



One should be faultless in mind

and experience the feelings that these senses give.

One should know things through the light of the sun, the moon, and fire.
One should not confuse one for the other and doubt their validity.

One should know his place, name, kind, quality

and work and the excellence of these things.

Karuthu Alavai

One knows what something is purely through the mind
using inference and what is inferred.

These are three—podu, eccam, and cause. 27-030

1. Podu: One assumes what a thing is even though
there is nothing to see.
ex. A person hearing the sound of an elephant from a forest

knows that there is a beautiful elephant in the forest.

2. Eccham. If one sees a flood on a river, he knows

that there must have been rain somewhere on the river.

3. Mudal: When one does not see something
but sees something connected to it, he assumes it is true.

ex. If one sees dark clouds, he knows that there will be rain. 27-040

Simile alavai is comparing one thing to an other. 27-040
One describes a kdyama to someone who has not seen it,

and tells him ‘a kayama is like a cow.’



Agama alavai is to know from the books of wise men

and accept that there is a happy world.

Aruthapatti alavai is if someone says

there is cowherd village on [literally “in”] the Ganges
one thinks that there is a cowherd village

on the banks of the Ganges.

lyalbu alavai is when one asks a mahout for a goad for a elephant

and the mahout gives the correct thing to him.
Aidiga alavai is something the world considers to be true.
If all the people of the world say that there is a pey in this tree.

one believes that there is really pey in that tree. 27-050

Abhava alavai: when someone asks “it is in that place,”

it is not certain the thing is in that place.

Meetchi alavai is if one says, “Rama won the war,”

one understands that Ravana lost the war.

Sambava alavai is like knowing a magnet attracts iron.

The fallacies of Alavai are eight. 27-056

1. Suttunarvu is just to point out a thing

and not do or say anything more about it.

2. Thiruyakkodal is to think something is different than what it seems,



eg. When one sees a shining shell he thinks it is silver. 27-060

3. Aiyam is when one does not know what something is and is confused.

eg. one sees something and does not know if it is a stick or a man.

4. Theradu thelidal is when someone sees a stick and thinks it is a man.

5. Kandu unaramai is like seeing a cruel tiger approaching, and being ignorant, not

understanding that it is dangerous. 27-070

6. Il vazakku is when someone says, “a rabbit has horns,” one does not question that

statement.

7. Unarndathai unardal is like thinking that being near fire is helpful when the

weather is cold.

8. Ninaippu is like believing someone who says,
“these are your parents” without determining

whether they are really your parents.

The alavais in this ninaippu are

logayadam, bhauta, sankhya, naiyayigam,

vaisesika and mimamsaka. 27-080

The authors of these are Brugarpathi, Sivan, Kapilan,

Akkabadan and Kanadan, and their philosophies are

jaimini, meyppirattiyam, anumanam, satham, uvamanam, arthapatti,
and abhavam.

These are the alavai available now.

The four that are not used in the traditions are



iyalbu, aideeham, meetchi and ullaneri.

Saivavadi.

After listening to the Alavaivadi, Manimekalai saw a Saivavadi. 27-090
The Saivavadi thinks that God is Shiva.
She asked him, “What kind of God is the one that you worship?”

Saivavadi

“Shiva has these characters.

His body is made of the following eight things—

the sun, moon, the soul, earth, water, fire, wind and sky.

He has the wisdom of many arts.

He creates everything and makes them function in the world.
He destroys the things he created

and removes the sorrow of birth of all creatures.

There are no other gods equal to or better than he.”

Brahmavadi

The Brahmavadi said,

“All these large worlds are an egg that Brahma has created.”

Vaishnavavadi

The Vaishnavavadi, the devotee of

the ocean-colored Vishnu who recites Vishnu’s puranas

said, “Narayanan is the protector of the world.” 27-100



Vedavadi

The Vedavadi told Manimekalai,

“The Veda Purushan’s hands are the six parts of the Veda (karpam)
the chandas (meters) are his legs.

numbers are his eyes, nirutham are his ears,

chikkai is his nose,

and grammar is his face.

The lord of the Vedas

does not have any birth or depend on anything.

He does not have beginning or end.

We follow what the Vedas tell us.”

Ajeevakavadi

Manimekalai did not agree with any of the philosophies that she heard,
and she approached the Ajeevakavadi and asked him,

“Who is the god that you worship?

What is the philosophy of your religious books?” 27-110

He said, “Our god has limitless knowledge

and he spreads everywhere in the world always

and he never leaves things.

Anu, their qualities and life

Our books describe five anu’s:

life and four other anu’s—earth, water, fire and wind.



An anu can see, feel, touch and hear.

Fire, water, wind and earth can form as a mountain, tree or body.
They can join together or be separated.

It is the uyir that knows

how the anu’s join together and separate. 27-120

The qualities of anu’s

The earth anu is strong and does not move.

The water anu is rain that falls from the sky.

It is cold and falls on the earth with the sound ‘izhin’
then it goes into the deep earth.

The fire anu burns goes only upwards.

The wind anu moves over all places. 27-125

The highest anu’s. Parama anukkal.

The parama anu’s are four .

They have no origin and do not combine with anything.
They have no evil and will not destroy anything.

No anu is born new

and no anu can enter into another anu. 27-130

The oldest water anu does not change to an earth anu.
It does not split into two.
Anu’s do not spread like small pieces.

They can wander, fall on the earth or rise above it.

The mountains that are made of the earth anu



can break into pieces, become sand
and also join together again.
They can become hard.

They can separate and become just like their original form.

The anu’s that are trees become very strong.
The trees can be like bamboos that are hollow.
They can produce seed and grow again.

They can form a beautiful circle on the earth like the full moon. 27-137

These anu’s become the elements and do not become more or less.
They are split into, one, three-fourths, half, and quarter of their sizes. 27-140
The earth anu is one, the water anu is three-fourths,

the fire anu is half and wind anu is a quarter.

When these anu’s are elements [sky, wind, water, fire or earth]

they do not become more or less.

Each anu has its own quality:t
the earth anu is thick;

the water anu falls from the sky;
the fire anu burns like fire;

and the wind anu blows. 27-145

No anu takes any other quality.

Sages know each anu separately
but others do not know the anu’s once they become an element.
Seeing a sunset is like all seeing hair in a bunch—

one cannot see separate hairs. 27-150



People wish to be born on the earth,

and have six kinds of births—

black, dark blue, green, red, gold and white.

Finally they reach moksha after their white birth.

Only people who do not want to be born again

and are born in their white birth reach moksha. 27-155
This path is called chembokku.

If something wrong happens on this path,

it is called the mandala path.

When a soul is an embryo:

it may have a good life,

it may experience trouble,

it may reach good places,

it may experience sorrow and joy.

In its life it may have things or not have things,

and it will be born again and die again. 27-160

Joy and sorrow are also anu’s.

A soul experiences the results

of the karma of its previous births in its next births.
This is the teaching of the book called Markali

which was written by Markalikosalar.”

Nikandavadi.

Manimekalai left him and went to the Nikandavadi

and asked him, “Tell me, who is the god you praise.



What are the philosophies of the books that you follow?
Tell me the meaning of the nikazvu, kattu and veedu.

Tell me truly.” 27-170

He said, “Our god is worshiped by Indra. 27-171
The philosophy our god gave

and preached in our books includes
tanmathikayam, adanmattikayam,

kalakayam, the faultless soul, the highest anu’s,
the faultless jeevan, good karma, bad karma,

the results they give, and moksha.

Akkal, appearance

All things in the world, have their own nature,
or they have the nature of something related to them,
including impermanence and permanence,

and they appear, stay and are destroyed. 27-180

Nithiyam and anithiyam—permanence and impermanence.

A margosa seed grows into a margosa plant and remains always as margosa.
If this plant changes its nature, it is impermanent. If the nature of the seed changes
and becomes soft

the nature of old seed is destroyed and it grows into a a plant.

Darmathikayam.

Things exist everywhere and conduct all their actions according to their karma.



Adanmattikayam

These things have the same nature

and conduct the actions of lives according to their karma. 27-190

Kalam—time

Time may have a momentary nature or last a long time.

Ahayam, ether or space.

The nature of space is to be expanded and give room for all the things that appear.

Jeevan, life

Life in a body experiences all actions—tasting, breathing, seeing, hearing and

feeling.

Veedu, moksha

Moksha is called the purkalam, the highest anu.
The soul changes the joy and sorrow that good and bad karma give,

experiences the results of karma, destroys birth and reaches moksha. 27-200

Sankhya

In sankhya there are three qualities.
Their origin is not from the mind,
butthey only happen from perception.

This is mulam, the root.



The things created from the mulam are:
from thinking (cittam) buddhi appears,
from buddhi sky (&kayam) appears,
from sky wind appears,

from wind fire appears,

from fire water appears,

and from water earth appears.

When these are joined together mind appears.

The vikaras

From a disturbed mind egoism appears.
From sky, sound for the ears appears.
From wind body sensation appears.
From fire light for the eyes appears.
From water taste for the mouth appears.

From earth smell for the nose appears.

From the body come speech, padam, pani, vayu, and voiding.
From the evolution (vikara) of the elements,

trees and mountains appear and become the world.

They go back to where they came from

and are destroyed at the time of pralaya.

Until then they are in the world permanently. 27-225.

The principle of purusha.

The purusha is easy to understand.

He/it does not have the three qualities.



It has no single quality that can be perceived by the senses.
Nothing can come out of it,

but it is able to understand all things. 27-230

It is unique,

it spreads everywhere,

it is permanent,

it fills everything

It is a feeling in the mind

and that is the nature of purusha.

The things that purush knows are twenty-five:
earth, water, fire, wind, sky,

body, mouth, eyes, nose, ears,

taste, light, feeling, sound, smell,

speech, hands, legs, the anu’s, ubatham,

mind, knowledge, egoism, thinking, and self (atma).” 27-240

Manimekalai went to the Vaiseshikan and asked him to tell his philosophy.

He said, “The vaiseshika principles are six:
faultless things, qualities, actions, common things,

unique (cirappu) things and combined things.

Faultless things have qualities and actions. 27-245.

Porul is the origin of all things. Porul has nine parts:

earth, water, fire, wind, sky, directions, time, atma and mind.

Among these earth has five qualities: sound, touch, color, taste and smell.
The other four elements (except earth)

each has one quality less than the preceding element.



Gunam

The qualities of gunam are
sound, touch, color, smell, taste. faultlessness, greatness, smalljess,
strength, softness, fineness, thinness, form,

left and right sides, wealth, poverty, front and back. 27-255.

Podu, samaniyam, vishesham and kuttam

Porul and gunam act.

The mudal podu shows truth.

Since all things have the common quality of going away and remaining,
dying and living are qualities of porul. 27-260

This is also called samaniyam.

Visesham is one anu. It is the unique quality of a porul.

Time, place, sky, atma and mind all belong to visesham.

Samavayam (kuuttam) is guna (quality) and guni (someone/thing that has a quality).”

The Bhutavadi (or ulagavadi)

Manimekalai went to the bhutavadi and asked him

to describe his philosophy. 27-265.
The bhutavadi said,
“If someone mixes an athi flower and sugar together, he will get liquor.
Similarly, when elements combine they produce a sensation.
When the sensation disappears, the elements become separate.
When one beats a drum, music appears,

when he stops, the sound will become less and less and stop.



Just like that the elements will separate and go back to their origin.

There are elements that join with life to give feelings,

and there are parts of element that are added to give feelings.

There are some elements without llfe that do not have feelings

and their parts do not have feelings. This is the true way. 27-270

In bhGtavadam each element is born with its own quality

and this is its true philosophy.

If someone says something different than this, his philosophy is called ulogayudam.
According to ulogayudam things are born and die in this world

and results of actions are experienced only in this birth.

There is no next birth.” 27-275.

Manimekalai laughs and opposes the bhudavadi

Manimekalai said, “I have heard various philosophies of many religions.
Whether they are good or bad, | will not say anything against them.”

Since she knew the events that occurred in her previous birth, she laughed. 27-280

The ulogavadi said, “There is no difference between thinking there are gods

and seeing things in a dream. Both are only a play of the mind.”

Manimekalai said, 27-285

“If someone say these people are your parents,

how do you know they are really your parents?

It is hard to know if something is true, unless you have the feeling it is true.
You say this is doubtful but you don’t explain why.”

In a form of a sage, Manimekalai learned these five philosophies. 27-289
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Chapter 28. Manimekalai goes to Kaniji. The Story of Masathuvan

Manimekalai went with her mothers Madhavi

and Sudhamathi to see Aravanar.

They went to Vanji

the city of the Chera king, chief of an army of archers.
They crossed the outer lands

of other kings with their strong army

and villages surrounded with uzhinai plants. .

Water flowing in the moats and ponds of Vanii

Women on the porches of the palaces
washed their black hair in fragrant water

that came to them in pipes.

Young men and women bathed in water perfumed with sandal paste

in the artificial pond and where water flowed.

People sprinkled fragrant water

with their fans and kombu on the king’s auspicious day. 28-010

With flowing water,
women ornamented with mekalai anklets

washed the feet of sages who expounded on their philosophies.

People who wished to feed the poor

kindled fire that produced smoke so they could cook.



Water flowed pandal where they give food to the poor.

The water flowed from homes

where people ground fragrant powders that flowed with the water.

Alligators and crocodiles, weak and thin, floated in the moat.

Lotus, ambal, kazuneer and kuvalai flowers bloomed everywhere.

Dotted bees swarmed about, drinking and buzzing in the moat.

The city was surrounded with moats and many-colored walls

that were like a rainbow, the bow of Indra, the king of the gods. 28-020

On the porches of the houses, the bright light of the moon shone

and it looked like a silver mountain splitting in half.

Manimekalai entered the bannered gate of the city. 28-028

Manimekalai walks through the streets. The streets and places of Vanii

There were many streets where guards wandered,
and many streets where the following merchants sell things—
some sold fish, some sold white salt, some sold toddy.

some sold meat and some sold pan.

There were streets where potters lived
who made clay pots, copper pots and brass pots.
There were streets of gold smiths who made jewelry,

carpenters, sculptors, painters, cobblers,



tailors, garland makers, astrologers,

bards and singers of music with instruments.

There were streets for those who made things with shells and conches,
makers of pearl garland

and dancers for the king’s assembly and other people.

There were streets grain of different kinds was sold.

On various streets, different people lived—

royalty, those who announce the time by ringing bells,
dasis who provided enjoyment to men,

weavers with colorful clothes,

vannakkars checking the value of the gold,
merchants who sold precious diamonds,

Brahmins who performed sacrifices three times a day,

ministers of the king and royal. 28-060

The city was filled with mandrams, gardens,

small lanes and crossroads,

streets where mahouts trained new elephants,
trainers of horses decorated with golden garlands,
hillocks with beautiful waterfalls,

fragrant hills that made all feel desire,

flourishing ponds where gods came to stay
forgetting their beautiful world in the sky,

places where the poor were fed,

treasuries, temples of gold,

and places with beautiful paintings.



Manimekalai ornamented with beautiful bracelets,
entered the temple there where sages do good dharma

in the beautiful Indra vikaram. 28-070

Manimekalai tells her story to Masathuvan, her grandfather

She worshiped the feet of Kovalan’s father,

Masathuvan, the sage of good tapas and told him the events of her life—
she had brought king Punniyarajan

to the Buddha Peedihai in Manipallavam,

the Buddha Peedihai had told the king his previous birth,

the goddess Deepathilahai had come to him 28-080

and removed the confusion in his mind,

Manimekalai’s mothers Madhavi and Sudhamati

had come to Vanji with Aravanar 28-080

when the famous Pukar was swallowed by the ocean,

the king of Javaka country Punniyarajan

had returned to his country from Manipallavam,

Manimekalai, disguised as a male sage,

had listened to philosophies of religious scholars,

she had ignored some of the words of the religious sages
because she did not agree with them

and she had searched for Aravanar Adigal

to learn the dharma of god Buddha.

She told all these events to her grandfather Masathuvan. 28-090

Masathuvan speaks to Manimekalai,



Masathuvan said, “O pure one, it is my good karma

that has allowed me to see you. Listen.

When | heard that your father and mother were in Madurai

and it was destroyed and they died,

| felt very sad and became a devotee of the Buddha.

| understood that family life is an illusion.

The small amount of wealth and small body one has are unstable.
| began to do tapas and follow the dharma

that cannot be destroyed. 28-100

| want to tell you how | reached Vaniji city.

At that time there was a king named Kudakko Ceeraladan
who had imprinted emblem of the Cheras on the Himalayas.
One day when he was in a grove with some girls

with beautiful red lips and small drum-like waists,

some gods from the sky came to the beautiful grove.

At that time some dharmic Saranar sages were returning from Sri Lanka
after they had gone to Samanoli mountain there to worship it.
They came and stayed in the grove,

and it was a time of good fortune for the king.

The king bowed to them,

washed their lotus feet with pure water,

gave them good food in good pots and praised them. 28-120
They told them the sorrows of birth,

the good fortune of not being reborn,

and the true happiness of life.

The king was happy to hear their words.



They said, “Your ancestor Kovalan, a dear friend of the king, 28-125
obeyed the advice of the Saranars

and gave away crores of wealth to the poor

in seven days and did tapas.

We came here to worship the shining Chaitya temple

after we heard that Kaviripumpattinam

would be swallowed by the ocean

and decided to stay here.”” 28-135.

Masathuvan continued,

‘I heard what the Saranars said to the king

and | am also waiting like them.

Listen. You, beautiful as a flowering vine, will follow good paths of life.
Your father and mother will experience the results of their karma,
and then they will hear the dharma of the Buddha

and do tapas under a peepal tree.

In Kabilai city, they will listen to the good dharma of sages

and reach moksha.

O beautiful as a peacock,

| will also listen to their words of dharma.28-145

Thiruvadigan, the Kanthil Pavai told your future to you,

and Aravanar also told me all that Thuvathihan had told you.
Aravanar, knowing that you will be in Kanchi, went and stayed there.
Your mothers Madhavi and Sudhamati

also went with him and stayed there. 28-155

“O you ornamented with jewels,

there is no rain in the country of Kanchi



surrounded with golden forts

and its people are starving.

There is no one there

to feed the sages and people.

You have the Amudhasurabhi pot

the remedy that save people’s lives, in your hands.

It is your duty to go there like rain and protect them.” 28-160

The ornamented Manimekalai,

hearing what that her grandfather said, bowed to him.

She took the divine pot in her lovely hands

and went to ancient Kanchi city surrounded with bannered walls.
She saw that the golden Kanchi city

which had been flourishing before like Amaravathi,

the guarded city of Indra the king of gods,

was now suffering from famine.

Manimekalai, wearing shining bracelets,

went around the forts of the city

and reached the center of the city. 28-170

She saw a temple built by llangilli

the younger brother of the ankleted Killi

where there was Bodhi tree with flourishing green leaves
that was like a green emerald.

She went to the southwest into a flourishing grove

whose flowers dripped with honey. 28-175

At that time, a guard came to the king llangilli,

bowed to him and said,



“‘Manimekalai, the daughter of Kdvalan

has performed great tapas.

There is no one equal to her in this world.

She has come to this city and is staying in the Dharma Vanam,
as auspicious as a strong rain.

She carries in her beautiful hands

the Amudhasurabhi pot that can take away the hunger of all.”

The king understood that all the things
that the Kanthil Pavai had said are true. 28-0185.
He praised the Kanthil Pavai and went to see Manimekalai

with his ministers.

The king said to Manimekalai,

“I was worried and did not know

why famine is destroying this city.

Is it because | did not rule the country with justice?
Or | have not done good tapas?

Are the women here, wearing honey-dripping flowers,
unfaithful to their husbands?

You are a good person.

Why is the country like this? | do not understand. 28-190
As | pondered the condition of the country,

a great goddess appeared in front of me

and said, ‘O king, because of your excellent tapas

a woman will come here.

She will be holding a begging pot in her hand

that will feed everyone

and take away the famine in this country.



Because of her grace,

the king of the gods Indra will order

Varuna to pour rain and the land will flourish.

After she comes here, many good things will happen,

and even when there is no rain, water will be plentiful, 28-200
making this place like Manipallavam island filled with ponds of plentiful water
or like Gomuki pond that was made by our ancestors.

There will be ponds and blooming groves in this place.’

The goddess said this to me and went away.

| made this place as the goddess asked me to do.”

The king took Manimekalai to the place that he had made.
Manimekalai was happy to see the place

and worshiped the goddess and the Peedihai. 28-210

He made a beautiful temple for Deepathilahai

and the goddess Manimekalai and worshiped them.

He also made a Peedihai in the form of a lotus and said to Manimekalai,
“This is the Peedihai that told my previous births.”

He celebrated a festival and other ceremonies

for the goddesses and the Peedihai.

Manimekalai took the Amudhasurabhi,

the remedy for hunger, in her hands

and called all the people who speak the 18 languages.
She called the deaf, the blind, the lame,

orphans, the dumb, the sick,

those who did tapas, the hungry and the poor.

She also called the animals and birds.



All the people and the creatures crowded together

and praised Manimekalai, saying,

“She will take away this sickness of hunger!”

The Amudhasurabhi gave food

like land planted at the right time that flourishes. 28-230

It gave food to all like rain that nourishes the earth.

At that time, her mothers Madhavi and Sudhamati

came with Aravanar who only does dharma

and reached the hall of dharma.

Manimekalai was happy to see them, bowed and washed their feet. 28-240
She asked them to sit and gave them tasty food.

After they ate, she gave them pan.

She said, “May the dharma that is in my mind

be without the illusions of the world and become true.” 28-245
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Chapter 29. Manimekalai learns dharma from Aravanar

Aravanar heard what the young creeper like Manimekalai said, praised her

and told her the story of the king Killivalai and Peelivalai. .

Story of Nedungilli and Peelivalai.

Nedungilli, the king with victorious spear

married Peelivalai, the daughter of the king of Naganadu.

She gave birth to a son.

She gave the child in an island and gave him to a carpet merchant.
He was very happy to receive the child

and took him in a boat.

On the way the boat sunk.



The carpet merchant escaped and searched for the child
but he could not find him. 29-010

The boatman went to the king and told the king

that his child was lost.

The king searched for his son

and forgot to perform the festival of Indra.

A sage told Manimekalai
that the goddess Manimekalai is good

and that her father Kovalan named her after the goddess. 29-030

The goddess Manimekalai came in a dream to Madhavi

and told her the reason for her name.

Since the festival for Indra had been stopped,

the goddess Manimekalai cursed the city of Pukar

and it plunged into ocean.

Aravanar said he and Manimekalai’s mothers left Pukar

and had come here.

Deepathigai who worshiped the Buddha Peedihai
that shines like gold asked Manimekalai’s mothers to go

to Pukar because she thought Pukar would be destroyed. 29-040

Manimekalai asked Aravanar,

“| took a form of a male

and heard the philosophies of five religions,
but | have not understood all of them.

Give me your grace and explain



the philosophies of the five religions.

Aravanar said,

[Translation of the following logical section by George Hart.]

Because of its difficulty, and because | once studied Buddhist logic in Sanskrit, | am
translating the following section of this chapter, where Aravanar gives Manimekalai a
lesson on how to make a logical argument. For the most part, the author of the
Manimekalai has translated into Tamil the short Sanskrit Buddhist logic manual
Nyayapraves$a, probably written about the 4th century CE by Sarkarasvamin (though
some attribute the work to Dinnaga). The subject of the work is argumentation, that
is, how to prevail in a logical dispute. In this system, the major premise is called the
paksa, the minor premise the hetu, and the conclusion is called the nigamana. A
common example of syllogism would be “all men are mortal” (major premise),
“Socrates is a man” (minor premise), therefore “Socrates is mortal” (conclusion).
There is a commentary on the Nyayapravesa called the Nyayapravesavrtti by
Haribhadrasuri, and a subcommentary called Nyayapraves$avrttipaficika by
Parsvadeva that run to many hundreds of pages and are quite difficult. The issues
raised in the main text are treated in these commentaries in a fashion that

demonstrates their extreme complexity.

In making this translation from the Tamil, | have followed where warranted the
translation of the Nyayapravesa by Musashi Tachikawa and have been helped by an
article of Brendon Gillon and Martha Love entitled “Indian Logic Revisited:
Nyayaprave$a Reviewed.” The Tamil author of the Manimekalai has reproduced
almost all the Sanskrit logical terms of the Nyayapraves$a in Tamil transliteration. For
clarity’s sake, | have often added those terms in parentheses, since without them the
arguments become quite difficult to follow. It seems preferable to use the original

Sanskrit terms (e.g. vyatireka, paksa, dharma) rather than the Tamil equivalents



(etirekam, pakkam, tanmam), as the Sanskrit terms are clearer and their meaning is

more apparent. George Hart]

Aravanar said,

O Manimekalai, | will tell you. Listen to this carefully. (29-045)

The alavai (valid sources of knowledge) that the ancient Buddha taught are only

two—faultless perception (pratyaksa) and inference (karuthu alavai).

Pratyaksa is pure perception, they say. Name (nama), kind (jati), quality (guna) and
action (kriya) (29-050)
are found in inference (anumana, or karuthu alavai in Tamil which, along with

pratyaksa is one of the two valid sources of knowledge).

If one investigates ideas (karuttu) about cause (karana), effect (karya), and what is
shared (samanya), there can be fallacies, but what is not fallacious is the notion of
effect, like smoke in fire. All the other measures (of logic) belong to inference

(anumana) and work through thought (karuttu).

The five parts of an inference are 1. subject (paksa), 2. reason (hetu — or minor
premise), 3. example (drstanta), 4. application (upanaya) and 5. conclusion
(nigamana).

1. Among these, the subject (paksa) is saying, “This mountain has fire.” (Here the
paksa is “mountain,” and “fire” is the qualifier that one wishes to prove is part of the
paksa).

2. The reason (hetu) is saying, “Because it has smoke.” (29-060)

3. The example (drstanta) is saying, “Like a proper kitchen.”

4. The application (upanaya) is saying, “And the hill (like the kitchen) has fire.”



5. The conclusion (nigamana) is saying, “What has smoke has fire.”

When we say, “Anything without fire does not have smoke, like water,” there is (in
the example) negative concomitance to the subject we wish (to establish) and it is an

example in which the subject is not concomitant (vaidharmya drstanta).

If we have pure nature of something (svabhava) with a pure effect (karya) as its
reason (hetu), it is like saying “sound is not eternal.” Here, the statement (i.e. reason)
“because the subject (sound) is made” (29-070) is the attribution (vacana) of a
quality (the dharma—"being made”) to the subject. “Whatever is made is not eternal
like a pot” is a sapaksa example (having the same subject, since a pot, the example,
is made). “Whatever is not eternal is not made like sky (akasa)” is a statement of
negative concomitance (vipaksa totarcci mitci moli—since the sky is not made and is

a vipaksa example).

Valid knowledge from something that has no connection (ananvayattil pramana) is

“in this empty space there is no pot,” and the desired subject (pot) does not appear.

A statement of positive concomitance (paksa dharma vacana) (29-080) is “Because
it does not exist, we have not seen a rabbit horn.” The sapaksa (example that has
the same subject) for this would be “Whatever exists has an appearance, like a nelli

fruit in the hand.” These sorts of reasons (hetu’s) prove the proposition.

If one asks, “What does smoke, which is the effect, prove,” (fire is proved) by the
concomitance (anvaya), “where there is smoke there is fire,” and by the negative
concomitance (ananvaya), which is the the opposite (vyatireka), “Where there is no
fire there is no smoke.” If you say “smoke establishes that there is fire, (29-090)
because the effect coming from fire is a dark twisting mass happening as smoke,”

then when there is black smoke going up that should establish that there is fire.



(But) if concomitance (anvaya) (always) proves something, one might say,”Before
one saw the concomitance of a donkey and courtesan both in one place at one time,
(29-100) and therefore afterwards one should infer that where one sees a donkey

there should be a courtesan.” That is wrong.

If one says, “Where there is no fire there is no smoke,” that establishes the opposite
(vyatireka) (i.e. that where there is smoke there is fire), but if one says, “On the neck
of a donkey that has no dog’s tail one sees there is no fox’s tail,” if one infers from

that that in another place because there is a fox’s tail there must be a dog’s tail, that

is wrong.

(Thus, since above we see in the examples of the courtesan and the fox’s tail that
inference can be fallacious, we will investigate below the ways in which inference

can be correct and incorrect).

Application (upanaya) and conclusion (nigamana), which are among (the five
elements of syllogism), are subsumed by example (drstanta). (29-110) The subject

matter (paksa), reason (hetu) and example (drstanta) can all be valid or invalid.

A valid subject (paksa) is something that has in itself being different because it is
different from other objects and that has the quality (dharma—superstratum) that is
to be established and also is an object (dharmi—substratum) that is apparent. This is
to be learned. For example, “Is sound eternal or non-eternal”— in discovering which
of these is correct, (29-120) the object (dharmi) is sound and the quality to be

established is eternalness or non-eternalness.

A good reason (hetu) for a stated subject (paksa) is threefold:

appearing as established (i.e. not like a rabbit’s horn),



being in the similar thing (sapaksa),

and not being in a dissimilar thing (vipaksa).

If one is to establish being in a similar thing (sapaksa), it should share in common
with the object of comparison the quality (in the example). Thus if one is to prove
sound is non-eternal (because it is not made), (29-130) one might say (as a sapaksa
example) that it is non-eternal like a pot etc. and if one shows the opposite case
(vipaksa), one would say whatever is not non-eternal is not made like the sky. The
thing to be determined (paksa) appears in the action of making and it is in the similar
thing (sapaksa—the pot) and not in the thing that is dissimilar (vipaksa—the sky).
For non-eternalness the reason (hetu—being made) is confirmed (by these two

examples).

Faultless examples (drstanta) are two sorts: where qualities are shared (sadharmya)
and not shared (vaidharmya). The one in which they are shared is where there is
concomitance, as saying a pot etc. is non-eternal, while an example where qualities
are not shared (29-140) is when there is no quality of the of the thing to be proved in
the object (used for the example—the sky). These are what is needed for a good

proof.

There can be a bad subject (paksa), a bad reason (hetu) and a bad example
(drstanta). These include subject (paksa) fallacy (poli), reason (hetu) fallacy and

example (drstanta) fallacy.

Among these, subject fallacy is of nine kinds:

1. contradicted by perception (pratyaksa),

2. contradicted by inference (anumana),

3. contradicted by one’s own statement (svavacana),

4. contradicted by common knowledge (loka),



5. contradicted by traditional doctrine (agama),

6. a subject (paksa) in which the qualifier is not admitted to exist (aprasiddha
visesana),

7. a subject in which the the thing qualified is not admitted to exist (aprasiddha
visesya) (29-150)

8. a subject in which both the qualifier and the qualified are not admitted to exist
(ubhaya) and

9. a subject in which the relationship (between the qualifier and the qualified) is well-

established (and does not need to be shown) (aprasiddha sambandha).

Among these are the following examples:

1. Contradicted by perception would be saying, “sound is not perceptible to the ear.”

2. Contradicted by inference is saying something contrary to valid means of

knowledge (karuttu alavai), such as calling a non-eternal pot eternal. (29-160)

3. Contradicted by one’s own statement is speaking against one’s own words, as

“My mother is barren.”

4. Contradicted by common knowledge is speaking against the world, as in “The

shining moon is not the moon.”

5. Contradicted by traditional doctrine is speaking against one’s own doctrines (nal),
such as a Vaisesika who believes in impermanence saying, “Non-eternalness is

eternal.”

6. A subject in which the qualifier is not admitted to exist is when one’s opponent

does not acknowledge the (existence) of the thing to be proved. If a Buddhist says to



a Sankhya opponent, “Sound is impermanent,” (29-170) because he (the Sankhya)
believes (everything is) permanent, the thing to be proved, “impermanence” is

something whose existence is not acknowledged.

7. A subject in which the qualifier is not admitted to exist is when the thing qualified
(dharmi, substratum) is not admitted to exist as when a Sankhya says to a Buddhist
opponent, “The soul is sentient.” Because the Buddhist does not acknowledge the
existence of a soul (atma), the qualified thing is something whose existence is not

acknowledged.

8. A subject in which both (qualifier and qualified) are not acknowledged (29-180) to
exist is when the opponent does not accept the qualified to be established and thinks
it does not exist, as when a Vaisesika says to a Buddhist, “The cause for the
assemblage of (emotions) such as joy etc. is the self.” Because (the Buddhist) does
not accept the existence of the self or of (an emotion such as) pleasure, this is a

subject in which both are not acknowledged.

9. A subject proving something that the opponent accepts would be if one says to a
Buddhist opponent, “Sound is impermanent.” Because he (the Buddhist) accepts that

proposition, it does not need to be established.

When we consider invalid reasons (hetu’s), there are three: (29-190)
1. unrecognized (asiddha),
2. inconclusive (anaikantika) and

3. contradicted (viruddha).

Unrecognized reasons are as follows:
1. A reason that is unrecognized by both the proponent and the opponent (ubhaya

asiddha),



2. a reason that is unrecognized by either the proponent or the opponent (anyatara
asiddha),

3. a reason that is unrecognized because its existence is in doubt (siddha asiddha)
and

4. a reason that is unrecognized because the thing in which it inheres is not admitted

(asraya asiddha).

Examples:
1. A reason unrecognized by both: “Sound is impermanent because it is sensed by

the eye.”

2. A reason unrecognized by either the proponent or opponent: (29-200) if one says,
“The production of sound is impermanent,” (i.e. sound is impermanent because it is

produced), for a Sankhya, there is manifestation from the mind, but no causality.

3. A reason unrecognized because its existence is in doubt. This is proving
something with a reason that is in doubt, as when one is not sure whether he is

seeing steam or mist and he claims, “This pure smoke (means there is) fire.”

4. A reason unrecognized because the thing in which it inheres is not admitted. This
is showing an opponent the lack of existence of the thing in which the reason
inheres. If one says, “SKky is an object because of its quality of sound” to someone
who believes sky is not an object, the thing (sky) in which which the reason (sound)

is said to inhere does not exist. (29-210)

Inconclusive reasons (anaikantika) are:
1. a reason common (to both the sapaksa and vipaksa examples) (sadharana),

2. a reason not common (to both of these) (asadharana),



3. a reason residing in some sapaksa and in all the vipaksa (sapaksaikadesavrtti
vipaksavyapi),

4. a reason residing in some vipaksa and in all the sapaksa (vipaksaikadesauvrtti
sapaksavyapi).

5. a reason residing in both some sapaksa and some vipaksa (ubhayaikadesavrtti),
and

6. a reason that establishes (a set of) contradictory results (vrtta vyabhicari).

Examples:

1. The reason is common to both sapaksa and vipaksa. If one says, “Sound is
impermanent because it is cognized,” being cognized is common to both (these
sapaksa and vipaksa examples): (29-220) “Is being cognized of something that is
impermanent like a material pot (sapaksa) or is being cognized of something that is

eternal like the sky (vipaksa)?”

2. The reason is not common. The reason that is in the intended paksa is in neither
the sapaksa or vipaksa. If one says, “Sound (the paksa) is eternal because it is
heard,” though the reason “heard” is in the paksa (sound), it is not present in either
sapaksa’s or vipaksa'’s (except sound), and the proposition is in doubt and is
fallacious (because the only thing heard is sound, and so there can be no example

other than sound). (29-230)

3. Areason is in some sapaksa’s and all vipaksa’s. If you say, “Sound does not
appear from doing because it is impermanent,” of the sapaksa’s lightning and sky
(both of which do not appear from a person’s effort), it occurs in lightning but is not
seen in sky. Because it is impermanent like a pot etc., does it appear from effort, and
is it thus impermanent (subject to destruction) like a pot? Or does it not appear from

effort and not be subject to destruction like sky? (29-240)



4. A reason is in some vipaksa’s and all sapaksa’s. “Sound arises from effort
because it is impermanent.” Here the reason, impermanence is said to occur from
effort, but of the vipaksa’s sky and lightning, (impermanence) is seen in lightning but
not in sky and it is in all sapaksa’s like a pot etc. and so is not conclusive (29-250)
and one asks, “Is (sound) impermanent like the sky because it does not arise from

effort or is it impermanent like a pot etc. because it arises from effort?”

5. A reason in some of both sapaksa and vipaksa. If one says, “Sound is eternal
because it has no form,” the reason “has no form” is meant to imply (the conclusion)
“eternal.” The sapaksa is sky and atoms (both of which are eternal). (29-260) Having
no form is true of sky but not of atoms. The vipaksa is a pot, happiness etc. (which
are impermanent). (Lack of form) is in happiness but not a pot. Thus the reason
appears only in some (sapaksa’s and vipaksa'’s) and so the proposition is fallacious,
and one asks, “Is it (sound) eternal like sky, which has no form, or is it impermanent

like happiness that has no form?”

6. A reason that establishes (a set of) contradictory results. A reason that is incorrect
gives scope for the reason at hand (i.e. two reasons are given and one complements
the other in a way that produces confusion). If you say, “Sound is impermanent
because it arises from effort (29-270) like (a pot),” the sapaksa for arising from effort
is a pot etc., and if you also say. “Sound is eternal because it is heard, like
soundness,” these two taken together give rise to doubt and are fallacious (because

they produce doubt as to which is correct).

If one enumerates properly the presence (of reasons), (there are four reasons that
are invalid):
1. a proof that shows opposite of the nature (svartpa) of the superstratum (the thing

that inheres—dharma) (dharma svartpa viparita sadhanam),



2. a proof that shows the opposite of a quality (visesa) of the substratum (the thing
inhered in—dharmi) (dharmi visesa viparita sadhanam),

3. a proof that shows the opposite of the substratum itself (dharmi svartpa viparita
sadhanam) and

4. a proof that shows the opposite of a quality of the substratum (dharmi visesa

viparita sadhanam).

Among these four, (29-280)

1. That which shows the opposite of the nature of the superstratum. This is the non-
existence of the form of the superstratum that is to be established by the adduced
reason. If one says,”Sound is eternal because it is produced,” because what is made
is perishable, the reason “it is produced” does not apply to “eternal,” the quality to be

proved, but proves it is perishable and so it proves the opposite.

2. A proof that shows the opposite of a quality of the superstratum (in the
substratum, or dharmi). This is when the reason adduced proves the quality does not
exist in the thing in which inheres. (29-290) If one says, “The senses such as the eye
etc. are, if you consider, an aggregate for the sake of something other than
themselves like (parts of) beds or chairs,” the reason (hetu—"being an aggregate") is
used to establish that just as (the parts) of a bed or chair are for the sake of
something else, the eye and other senses are for something else, and like the
person who uses a bed or chair, the soul which has no parts is shown to be different
(29-300) from the eye and other senses and is thus supposedly proved to have parts
(because it is also characterized by the hetu of being an aggregate). Thus because
the property of the superstratum which is to be established (that the soul is an

aggregate) does not apply (since the soul has no parts), this is a contradiction.



3. A reason that shows the opposite of the substratum. This is when the reason
contradicts the true nature of the substratum. If one says, “Existence is not a
substance or an act or a quality (29-310) because it has one substance and because
it exists in qualities and action like other qualifiers,” the reason adduced, which is
“existence is different than substance, quality and action that are as one where they
(inhere in things)” proves existence is different than the three things and does not
prove it exists. In the example, the common quality is denied and there is no other
(common quality) and so the substratum, existence, becomes non-existence and so

the opposite is shown of what is intended.

4. A proof that shows the opposite of a quality of the substratum. (29-320) Above (in
#3), the quality of the substratum was shown to be non-existence. The reason was
existence, but the action and the quality of the doer proves the opposite. Thus it

makes wrong the quality of the substratum.

Example fallacies are of two sorts. These have been mentioned above (similar and

dissimilar).

If one considers the fallacy of examples (where the things adduced) are similar (to

the thing to be established), there are five kinds. (29-330)

1. Where the reason is not found (sadhana dharma vikala),

2. Where the thing to be established is not found (sadhya dharma vikala),

3. Neither the reason nor the thing to be established is found (ubhaya dharma
vikala),

4. Something that has no connection (ananvaya) and

5. Something where concomitance is expressed in the reverse order (viparitanvaya).



There are five kinds of fallacious examples where dissimilarity (to the thing to be
established) is expressed:

6. Where the thing to be proved is not excluded (sadhya avyavrtti),

7. Where the thing that proves (the hetu) is not excluded (sadhana avyavrtti)

8. Where neither is excluded (ubhaya avyavrtti),

9. Where there no statement of being negative (avyatireka) and

10. Where the negative concomitance is expressed in the reverse order (viparita

vyatireka).

1. Where the reason is not found. The thing that proves the proposition is lacking.
(29-340) If one says, “Sound is eternal because it has no form. Whatever is formless
is eternal as one sees in an atom,” the atom which is the example has a form along
with permanence and the superstratum quality (eternalness) which is used to
establish the proposition is operative (i.e. is present in the atom) but the
superstratum quality (formlessness, i.e. the reason or hetu) that is used to establish

the proposition is missing (from the atom).

2. The thing to be established is not found. (29-350) An example is “Sound is eternal
because it has no form and whatever has no form is eternal like the mind.” If one
says this, the mind, which is shown as the example, does not have a form and is
impermanent, and thus formlessness (the reason that proves the proposition) is

operative, but permanence which is to be proved does not.

3. Neither the reason nor the thing to be established is found. (29-360) In an
example that is adduced, both the thing to be proved and the means of proof are
missing. Further, (the examples) can be existent or non-existent.

3.a. In this (ubhaya dharma vikala) in which (the examples) are existent, both the
thing to be proven (sadhya) and the means to prove it (sadhana) are both missing. If

you say, “Sound is permanent because it does not have form because whatever



does not have a form is permanent like a pot,” in the pot that is adduced as an
example (29-370) the quality (dharma) to be proved, impermanence, and the quality
used to prove, formlessness, are both missing.

3.b. The ubhaya dharma vikala in which there is non-existence. This is when the
thing to be established and the thing used to establish are in a non-existent object. If
one says, “Sound is non-eternal because it has a form because whatever has a form
is non-eternal, like sky,” both non-eternal, which is the quality to be proved, (29-380)
and having form, which is the quality used to prove both cannot be in (sky) for a
person who believes sky does not exist and so the proposition is deficient. And for
someone who believes sky does exist, because sky is eternal and formless, they do

are not in the example for him either.

4. Something that has no connection. This is simply saying the thing that proves and
the thing to be proved exist without describing any connection between them. If you
fail to give the connection as in, “Sound is impermanent because it is made, because
anything made is impermanent (thus expressing the connection)” (29-390) and just
say instead, “in the pot being made and impermanence are seen,” the connection

(between being made and impermanence) is not apparent.

5. Concomitance is expressed in reverse order. This is prescribing a thing pervaded
(by a quality) through the connection that pervades it. If you say, “Sound is
impermanent because it is made,” and add, “whatever is made is impermanent,”
(that is correct), as you consider what is pervaded (something made) by the
pervader (impermanence), but if you add instead, “whatever is impermanent is
made,” considering (i.e. reversing) what is pervaded by the pervader, because the
pervader (something made) can exist without (being in) the thing pervaded

(impermanence), the concomitance is expressed in reverse order. (29-400)



Among the fallacious examples where there is dissimilarity (to the thing to be

established),

6. Where the thing to be proved is not excluded (sadhya avyavrtti). Here, the quality
(dharma) that establishes the proposition (i.e. the reason) is missing (from the
example), but the quality to be established is not. If you say, “Sound is eternal
because it has no form,” and give the example “Whatever is not eternal is without
form like an atom,” because the atom that is shown as the example is eternal and
has a form, (29-410) (the quality that establishes the proposition), formlessness, is

missing and the thing to be proved, eternalness, is not missing.

7. Where the thing that proves (the hetu) is not excluded (sadhana avyavrtti). The
quality to be established is missing but the quality that establishes the proposition is
not missing. If you say, “Sound is eternal because it is formless,” and give the
example, “Whatever is not eternal is not formless like action,” action that is here
shown as a negative example (29-420) is formless and non-eternal, and the thing to

be proved, eternalness, is missing, but the thing that proves, formlessness, is not.

8. Where neither is excluded (ubhaya avyavrtti). This is when neither the quality to
be proved nor the quality that proves is missing, but rather are both present. The
ubhaya avyauvrtti is of two types determined by whether a thing exists or does not
exist. (29-430)

8.a. In the type based on the existence of something, the quality to be proved and
the one that proves are both present. An example of this negative concomitance is,
“Sound is eternal because it is formless,” with the example, “Whatever is not eternal
is not formless like sky.” Here, to the one who says, “Sky, which is here shown as an
example of negative concomitance, is an object,” (the reply is) that sky is eternal and
formless and therefore the thing to be proved, eternalness, (29-440) and the thing

that proves, formlessness, are both not missing (in sky).



8.b. In the type based on the non-existence of something, one might say, “Sound is
not eternal because it has form,” and give the example, “Whatever is non-eternal has
no form like the sky.” If one gives this example of negative concomitance, for
someone who believes “sky is not an object,” because the existence of sky is not
true (for him), the thing to be proved, non-eternalness and the thing proved, having

form are both not excluded and excluded.

9. (An example in which) there is no statement of being negative (avyatireka). (29-
450) This is not expressing the absence of the thing that proves in the thing to be
proved, (i.e. an example of a thing dissimilar to what is to be proved without
expressing the negative relation between the quality in the example and the reason).
If one says, “Sound is eternal because it is not made,” and adds (the example),
“‘whatever is not eternal does not exist unless it is made,” the fact that this is negative
is not expressed. And if one says, “Because we have seen both non-eternalness and

(the quality of) being made in a pot,” the negative relation is not apparent. (29-460)

10. (An example in which) the negative concomitance is expressed in reverse order
(viparita vyatireka). This is when the separation (of the reason and example) is
expressed in a confused way. If one says, “Sound is eternal because it has a form,”
and, rather than saying, “Wherever there is not eternalness, in that place there is no
form,” says instead, “In whatever place there is not form, in that place there is no

eternalness,” here the negatives are expressed backwards.

Thus you may learn and know without doubt (29-470) the truth and falsehood of
incorrect inference through the means of fallacious proofs that we have investigated
in this way.
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Chapter 30. Manimekalai's tapas

Manimekalai did many good things, performing charity.
She knew her previous births.

She followed the dharma of the Buddha Sangha.

She worshiped the Buddha, one of the three jewels.
She said the saranagathi, went to the Buddha

and took him as her refuge.

She prayed to the lord of auspicious dharma

and worshiped the Buddha, the dharma and the sangha
because all the Buddhas requested

the lord Buddha to come and help them. 30-010

The Buddha, victorious, had conquered kama,

and rid himself of the three faults of passion, anger and confusion.

The Buddha came from Thudithalogam and was born in this world.

Aravanar told them how the Buddha had come

30-260



and stayed under the bodhi tree,
teaching things that would save all lives.
He said, “l will also tell of all the Buddhas

who appeared before lord Buddha and their dharma. Listen.

The dharma and my teaching has twelve parts. 30-020.
These go away and appear again.
They appear without reason and their actions are not permanent.

If they stay their actions stay with them. 30-025

These have four divisions.

The first is peedamai (ignorance) and action.
The second is feelings that arise from things
that have form and are formless

and these arise from vayil, touch and taste.

The third division is desire, attachment and birth.

The fourth is birth and the results of karma.

Births are three—formless, form and passion.

The kalams are past, present and future.

The three faults are desire, love for earthly life and ignorance.
and they cause trouble.
If one removes these

that person will receive the wisdom to reach moksha. 30-030

Truth depends on fourth things:
sorrow, removing sorrow, the ways of acquiring sorrow,

and the ways to remove sorrow.



It is arranged in the five types of divisions.

It has six types of vazakku.

It has five divisions (kantham)—form, pain, touch, thought and wisdom.

What are the nidanams? 30-045

These are twelve: ignorance, action, feeling, form and formlessness,

sense organs, taste, enjoyment, desire, attachment, birth and coming into being,
and the results of action.

Those who know these know the path to moksha.

Those who do not know these will go to hell.

What is ignorance (peedamai)? 30-050

It is when people do not understand

all the good things that are said here.

They are confused and forget the things

that are taught in katci alavai and karuthalavai.
If one says to them, “Rabbits have horns,”
they think rabbits really have horns

and do not understand what is real. 30-055

Limitless humans and other creatures live in the three worlds.
They are of six kinds: people, devas,

Brahmas, people in hell, animals and peys.

Creatures are born in the worlds
as one the above six kinds according to their good and bad karma.

When the results of their karma come to them,



creatures experience happiness and sorrow in their minds. 30-060

O you adorned with beautiful bracelets,

if you would know what bad karma is, it is of ten kinds:

ones that appear in the body—murder, theft, the results of passion;

ones that appear in speech—lies, gossip, bad words and useless words;

ones that occur in the mind—taking away the things of others, getting angry, and
seeing evil things.

Good people do not do these bad deeds.

If they do, they will be born as animals, peys and naragar

and suffer in their lives and minds. 30-070

If you would know what good karma is,

it is when people do not do all the ten bad deeds.
They have good qualities.

They will perform much charity.

They will be born as gods, people and Brahmas

and experience the results of their good karma. 30-080

Unarvu (feeling) is not an action and occurs

like the experience of someone when he is sleeping.

Aru and uru (form and formlessness)

is life and body that have feelings.

The vayils are the five sense organs and mind.
Thoughts occur in the mind
and manifest in the sense organs that are suitable for them.

Uuru occurs in the mind and all the five feelings arise in the senses.



Nuhardal is enjoying the senses.

Veetkai is desiring more and more the enjoyment of the senses. 30-090
Patru is attachment to the feelings of senses and desire.

Pavam is coming into being because of the collection and results of actions.
Pirappu is birth and happens when karma joins the mind

and appears as cause and result.

According to one’s karma one will be born in a body.

Pini, sickness, gives troubles and pain to the body.

Muppu, old age, is when the body becomes old

and weak and goes to its end. 30-100

Sakkadu is when the body that has form and formlessness

disappears like the sun that sets in the west.

Because of ignorance action occurs,

because of action feelings occur,

because of feelings aruvuru (form and formlessness) occurs,
because of auruvuru the experience of the senses occurs,

because of the experience of the senses, enjoyment occurs,
because of enjoyment more desire occurs,

because of desire attachment occurs,

because of attachment the collection of actions occurs, 30-115

and because of the collection of actions birth and future births occur.
Once people are born, they suffer with old age, sickness, death,

sorrow, crying and inability to do anything.

If ignorance goes away, action goes away. 30-120



If action goes away, feelings go away.

If feelings goes away, aruvuru (form and formlessness) goes away.
If aruvuru goes away, the feelings of the sense organs go away.

If the feelings of the sense organs go away, their enjoyment leaves.
If enjoyment goes away, desires leave.

If desires go away, attachments leave.

If attachments leave, the collection of karma does not occur,

but if the collection of karma occurs, births will occur.

Once people are born they will be old, get sick,

sorrow, cry, and be unable to anything. 30-130

Then they will be born again.

The kandams.
The first kandam is ignorance and action.

These are the cause for the others and therefore they are called the first kandam.

The second kandam is feelings, form and formlessness,
sense organs, the experiences that occur because of the sense organs
and the enjoyment of these.

These occur because of the nature of the first kandam.

The third kandam is desire, attachment and collection of actions.

Because one enjoys these things, faults and karma occur. 30-140

The fourth kandam is birth, sickness, old age, and death

that occur because one is born. All of these happen in the body

There are three kinds of sandhis. 30-148



The first sandhi is the combination of actions and feelings. These are the reasons for
birth.
The second sandhi is the combination of enjoyment and desire.

The third sandhi is the collection of karma and future birth.

Births are three, formless, with form, and with desire.
In the first birth one experiences samadhi, knowledge and moksha.
In the second birth one experiences feelings and the sense organs. In the third birth

one is born as a god, animal or person with form and feelings.

The kalams are three—past, present and future.

The past is forgetting everything and the actions that occurred because of ignorance.
The present is experiencing, feelings, aruvuru, the sense organs,

enjoyments because of the sense organs, desire, attachment and birth.

The future is birth, sickness, old age, death, sorrow,

worry, sadness, and inability to bear sorrow. 30-170

Desire, attachment and ignorance are the faults that cause future births.

The results of karma are feelings, aruvuru, the senses,

feelings of the senses, desire, enjoyment of desires,

birth, old age, sickness and death.

The nature of moksha.
One’s faults, actions and the results of actions give only sorrow.
If one understands that all creatures, both human and non-human,

do not have their own soul, that is the path for moksha.

The vaymais are four.
The first vaymai is feeling, aruvuru, the sense organs, the feelings of the senses,

the enjoyments of the senses, birth, sickness, old age, death,



sorrow, crying, sadness and inability to do anything.

These all give sorrow.

The second vaymai is ignorance, action, desire, attachment and the collection of

karma.
The third vaymai is not to have attachment, which is the cause of sorrow.
The fourth vaymai is not to have attachment, which is the path to moksha.

The kandhams (skandhas) are five—form, feeling, sensation, mental activity, and

knowledge (awareness).

The vazakku’s are six:

I. unmai vazakku,

2. inmai vazakku.

3. ulladu sarnda unmai vazakku.
4. illadu sarnda inmai vazakku.
5. ulladu sarnda inmai vazakku.
6

. illadu sarnda unmai vazakku.

Thokai (assemblage) is body, water, and country.
Paddy is the combination of seed, shoot and stalk.
Body is the combination of many tatus (things).
Water is the combination of many drops.

A country is a combination of many cities.

The soul is the combination of the five kanthams (skandhas).

Tanmai mikuttu urai—



anything will end, it appears and becomes old.

Tanmai mikuttu urai is to speak emphasizing one of those things.

lyaindu urai—
is not saying many letters make a word,
but saying that many days make a month (tinkal)

(Months have names but words do not).

The six vazakku’s:

1. Ul vazhakku. Feelings that occur in the mind.

2. Saying “Rabbits do not have horns’ is ilvazakku.

3. Feelings occurring with enjoyment is ulladu sarnda ulvazakku.
4. Feelings appearing like lightning is illadau sarnda ilvazakku.
5. A thing without a reason for it is illadu sarnda ulvazakku.

This is like saying there is no rabbit with a horn.

6. A thing that doesn’t exist is illadu sarnda unmai vazakku.

This is like saying no rabbit is born with a horn.

The four nayangal (causal relations)
These are the same quality, different quality, not to understand the nature of

something, natural quality.

1.The cause and effect of one thing are not different.

2. Understanding the quality of something in which cause and

effect are different from each other.

3. Not to understand the nature of something,

for example, one can’t understand the cause for the effect of mudarporul (a first

cause).



4. Natural cause and effect. The paddy plant comes from its seed.

Nayatthin payan. The use of causal relationships.

The results of these four are only understanding

how both cause and effect combine together to make one quality
without separate qualities.

Therefore one should not be attached to these.

There is no connection (kotpatu) between an action and the actor.
An effect may not occur because of its cause.

It is not cause-effect or it may be cause-effect.

Four ways to answer a question.

1. Say the answer for a question bravely without mistakes.
2. Say the answer part by part.

3. Say a question as an answer.

4. Be quiet and do not give any answer.

1. Say an answer bravely.
One asks, “Will a thing that has appeared be destroyed?”

Answer, “Surely it will be destroyed.”

2. One asks whether someone who has died will be born or not?
Answer: “If he has no desire he will not be born.

If he has desires, he will be born.”

3. If one asks, “Which came first, the seed or the tree?”

Answer, “Which seed comes from which tree?”



4. If one asks, “Is the flower blooming in the sky new or old?”

Answer: do not answer and be quiet.

Showing jnana deepam, the lamp of knowledge.

The four things that take away confusion of mind.

1. There is no one to tell us the cause of pain and its release.

The reason for all the things mentioned above

are passion, anger, and confusion of mind.

2. One should understand that things are impermanent, they give trouble,

they do not have souls and they have hatred. Therefore one should leave them.

3. Be rid of all hatred and have a good sense of love, compassion and doing good

deeds.
Be rid of confusion and consider sruthi, thought, clear understanding and doctrine.

Be rid of the darkness in your mind with these four things!”

Aravanar Adigal taught these things to Manimekalai and made her wise. 30-264
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