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PREFACE

Kalambakam in Tamil means a garland of blossoms varying in colour and fragrance.
As such in poetry, it denotes a particular class of about one hundred verses varying
in metre and ideas and containing situations relating to the greatness of the hero and

his realm. According to rules of versification, the poem should contain eighteen



essential items like weu@ iy, 2arFsv, 9bwmemesr, messages through bees, birds

and clouds, pictures of rustic life and deeds of valour and wonder.

The verses are linked together as a chain, known as 14 (anthadi), the last word
or syllable or letter of each verse forming the beginning of the next and the final verse

connected likewise with the first.

This poem is about Thirukkannapuram, one of the 108 holy places sung by Alwars.
The kshetra is considered most holy and uniquely fit for penance because of the
seven rare items-Kshetra, vanam, puram, tank, vimana, river and the sea. Hence it is
an Ashtakshara Siddhi kehetra. The deity, Lord Souriraja, is an impersonation of
Ashtakshara and has Himself revealed the mantra to His devotees. The figure of the
Lord is considered a jagan-mohana murthi, which has captivated the mind of
Thirumangai Alwar. This poem contains references to all these details and brings
forth the unique qualites of the deity-Vatsalya, Sousilya and Soulabhya with
illustrations from Puranas and Divya Prabandam and rare occurrences in modern

days.

It is hoped that scholars will find the work upto the mark and enjoyable.
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